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INTRODUCTION. 

<' To those who gaze upon its surface, the ocean is a 
sublime sight, whether viewed from the lofty cliff, beet- 
ling rock, or sandy beach. The first property of the ocean 
that strikes our sight is its vast extent, and the first that 
addre5ses«our understanding is the vast extent of its use- 
fulness. <^ The waste of waters," as we are in the habit 
of calling it, though it be any thing but a waste, girdles the 
globe from pole to pole, and occupies nearly three-fourths 
of its surface. It is the nursery where growing warriors 
are inured to enterprise, and taught to guard the soil of 
their nativity ; it proves a barrier to the most inveterate foe ; 
and it bears the produce of distant climes to enhance our 
national wealth and prosperity. Y[]^q on some calm and 
pleasant day there is not a cloud to dap^e the sky, or a 
breath to ruffle the waters, we look out upon the soft green 
face of ocean, as it reposes in the very lap of peace, 

*< Then thou art lovely, when the ffolden imiles 
Of the warm sunbeami on thy lurface rest, 
Giving to life and light a thousand isles 

Which gem thy breast, 
And send delicious odours in the breeze, 
From groves of spicy trees. 

We see it extending on and on in one glassy level, tiu 
it blend its farthest blue so softly with that of the air, that 
we know not which is sea and which sky. The distant 
sail is an unmoving point in the horizon, a beacon, as It 
were, rising from the sea, and fixed forever to the spot. 
That bark has measured, perhaps, the circumference of the 
globe, has often glided on the summer sea with a favoring 
breeze, and often labored in the storm, amid the raging 
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elements, when the ocean and the air were one wide scentj 
of uproar, sublimity, and danger. Now it lies on t^ 
flood, impatient of the delay, not a ripple chafing its sic^^ ^ 
and not a breath moving the canvass that hangs from t^. - 
extended yards. But this will not continue long ; befc- , 
tomorrow's sun it may again feel the conflict of tr« ■ 
waves, and again bound before the fury of the blast. A .» 
why is there this constant uncertainty of the winife a o 
waves. The ocean is scarcely ever, even for an hout t / 
same ; the morning breeze may sink into a mid-day cali' . 
and that again, may, before another day, be exchanged : ^ 
the careering blast. 

If the ocean in many of its respects be beautiful, it s 
in others awful and terrific. When the storm is brewi ig 
in the distant sky, and cloud upon cloud rolling in mass es 
and roaring in thunder, has thrown its shadow upon tae 
sea. 

'^ Then thou axt glorious when the tempest howls, 
Like & roused tigress springing to the fight ; 
And the black sky grows blacker as it scowls 

Upon the night, 
When thunder roars, and the red lightning leaps 
Over the foaming deeps." 

So as to change the soft green to a dark and dismal 
raven blue, which gives all the effect of contrast to the 
spray that dances on the crests of the waves as they are 
dashing high over the dark ledges. The blast how is 
among the grim and desolate rocks as the surf chafes 
around the reef, or dashes with angry foam against the 
cliffs, or ever and anon as the fitful blast puts on all its 
fury, covers the whole with reeking confusion. Meantime 
far as the eye can reach, the ocean boils and heaves, pre- 
senting one wide extended field of foam. No sign of lif 3 
is seen, save when the sea-fowl laboring hard to bear itself' 
up against the blast, hovers over head or shoots athwart 
the gloom like a meteor. 

And amidst this wild commotion of the elements, 
need we therefore wonder that the masts and cordage that 
man constructs, should be rent as if they were gossamer, 
and his navies scattered like chaff. Thus amid the. fury of 
the elements, vessels are shipwrecked on the shore, or foun- 
dered in mid-ocean, which events may be ranked among the 
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PREFACE. 

A natural desire to know the fate of their fellow crea- 
tures seems implanted in the breast of mankind, and the 
most powerful sympathies are excited by listening to the 
misfortunes of the innocent. To record some impressive 
exampfas of calamity or unlooked-for ddiverance at sea, 
is the object of these pages ; which consist of authentic 
and true narratives of the most aflecting and thrilling 
description, thrown together without reference to chron- 
.ological order. We leave it optional with the reader in 
selecting those which his inclination may first induce him 
to peruse. Shipwrecks and disasters of that stamp are not 
only read with avidity, but in our opinion, with advantage. 
To rouse the dormant powers -Of sympathy, — to display 
human nature struggling with adverse fortune, serves at 
once to mend the heart, and to exercise one of its most 
amiable propensities. We participate in the distress which 
we cannot alleviate, till we feel an inclination to lessen the 
mass of ills within our reach. From what admits of no 
cure, we turn our eyes to scenes of calamity now passing, 
or to misfortunes that press with afflictive force on indi- 
viduals, or bodies of men ; and callous must that heart be, 
which imder such impressions would not stretch forth a 
hand to assist or relieve. Let the following pages then, as 
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far as they detail misery, be read with a view of alleviating 
its weight, whenever an opportunity presents itself, and we 
shall not only be entertained, but bettered by their perusal. 
Those by whom danger is held in the greatest dread are 
most apt to magnify its approach, while those familiarized 
with it, undervalue its presence. Thus the narratives ot 
seamen are commonly entitled to a greater degree of con- 
fidence than those of others. 

A few brief and interesting notices of countries, or 
incidents connected with the narratives are given. Ship- 
wreck has, of itself, opened a wide field of geographical 
knowledge, and there is liCtle doubt, from the difficulty oi 
release, many unfortunate persons who sailed in quest ot 
their own country, have been incorporated with the savage 
tribes of other shores, and even now may languish in cap- 
tivity. But it must always be a consolation to reflect, that 
there is scarcely any condition, however deplorable, to which 
mankind, by time and circumstances, may not be reconci- 
led. The human mind has been so moulded by nature, 
that former impressions die away, others usurp their place, 
and, in the anxiety of providing for immediate wants, the 
recollection of enjoyments are obliterated. 

It is deeply interesting to the cause of humanity, that 
every one exposed to hazard shall be aware how far he is 
from being destitute. Instances frequently occur, and some 
of them are related here, where a vessel has continued 
sinking down to the decks, menacing the miserable crew 
with instant death, and has then gained her equilibrium in 
the water. Boats of inconsiderable size are capable from 
the same cause of performing voyages infinitely more 
arduous than what is usually credited, of which wonderful 
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greatest calamities which man experiences. Shipwreck is 
never void of danger, frequently of fatal issue, and invari- 
ably productive of regret. It is one against which there is 
least resource ; where patience, fortitude and insenuity are 
unavailing, except to protract a struggle wim destiny, 
which, at length, proves irresistible. But amidst the myr- 
iads unceasingly swallowed up by the deep, it is not by the 
numbers that we are to judge of the miseries endured. 
Hundreds may at once meet an instantaneous fate, hardly 
conscious of its approach, while a few individuals mav 
linger out existence, daily in hope of succor, and at length 
be compelled to the horrible alternative of preying on each 
other for the support of life. Neither is it by the narra- 
tives about to be given, that we are to calculate on the 
frequency of shipwreck. Let us reflect how many vessels, 
belonging to our own country, disappear, with whose place 
of destination we are fully acquainted, and how numerous 
the lives that certainty discloses are lost, the details of 
whose sufferings are never known but by Him "who 
rideth on the whirlwind and directeth the storm." To 
whom the unsophisticated hopes of the sailor clinff as he 
feels the link that binds him to nature and theeartn, about 
to be separated by the stroke of dissolution. And he de- 
scends into a " watery grave " there to remain, 

** Tin the last tmmp calls up all hands a^^," 

When he will be given up by its depths, and be borne unre- 
sistingly on its bosom to the still distant shores of eternity. 
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The fiell of La Perouie's Ship, found on the reef at the 
Iiiand of Mannicola, by Captain Dillon. 
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RILEY S NARRATIVE 

Of the Wreck of the Brig Commerce, on the Western 
Coast of Africa. With an Account of the Suffer- 
ings of the Crew on the Great Desert ^of Sahara. 




Jlrdbs Tent ; MannfJ of Travelling on the Desert of Sahara, 

The suflerings of Capt. Riley and his unfortunate com- 
rades will be perused with intense and painful interest. 
His misfortunes were as great and as various as ever fell to 
the lot of humanity. He truly says, I have drank deep of 
the bitter cup of suITering and woe ; have been dragged 
down to the lowest d'^pths of human degradation and 
2 
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wretchedness ; my naked frame exposed without shelter to 
the scorching skies and chilling night winds of the desert, 
enduring the most excruciating torments, and groaning a 
wretched slave, under the stripes inflicted by the hands of 
barbarous monsters, bearing indeed the human form, but 
unfeeling, merciless, and malignant as. demons ; yet when 
near expiring with my various and inexpressible sufferings ; 
when bmck despair had seized on my departing soul, amid 
the agonies of the most cruel of all deaths, I cried to the 
Omnipotent for mercy, and the outstretched hand of provi- 
dence snatched me'from the jaws of destruction. Unerring 
wisdom and goodness has since restored me to the comforts 
of civilized life, to the bosom of my family, and to the bles- 
sings of my native land. 

The Brig Commerce, James Riley, commander ; sailed 
from the mouth of Connecticut River, on the 6th of May, 
1815, bound for New Orleans. When in the gulf stream, 
the Brig was drifted out of her course sixty miles in a few 
hours, and touched her keel several times on the S. W. 
part of the Carysford reef; but received no damage. This 
being the first time in the course of my navigating, that any 
vessel which I was in had struck the bottom unexpectedly, 
I own I was so much surprised and shocked, that my whole 
frame trembled, and I could scarcely believe that what had 
happened was really true. From New Orleans the brig ar- 
rived safely at Gibraltar. While at this place a vessel in a 
quick passage from New York arrived in the bay. The 
Captain told me he was bound up to Barcelona, and that 
if I would go on board his vessel which was standing off 
and on in the bay, he would give me a New York Price 
Current. I left the schooner about sunset, when they im- 
mediately filled her sails and *tood on. As we were busy 
in stepping the boat's mast to sail back, a toppling sea 
struck her, and nearly filled her with water ; we all jumped 
instantly overboard, in the hope of preventing her from 
filling, but she filled immediately. Providentially the cap- 
tain of the schooner heard me halloo, though at least a 
mile from us, sent his boat, and saved our lives and our 
boat, which being cleared of water, and it being after dark, 
we returned cafe along-side of the brig at ten o'clock at 
night. When the boat filled we were more than three 
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miles from the Rock, in the Gut, where the current would 
have set us into the Mediterranean, and we must inevita- 
bly have perished before morning, but wc were spared, in 
order to suffer a severer doom, and miseries worse than 
death, on the barbarous shores of Africa. 

We set sail from Gibraltar, on the 23d of August, 1815, 
intending to go by the way of the Cape de Verd Islands, to 
complete the lading of the vessel with salt. Wc passed 




Tht Rock of GtbrdBttar; The Boat upset. 

Cape Spartel on the.morning of the 24th, giving it a birth 
of from ten to twelve leagues, and steered off to the W. S. 
W. I intended to make the Canary Islands, and pass be- 
tween Teneriffe and Palma, having a fair wind ; but it being 
very thick and foggy weather, though ^ got two observa- 
tions at noon, neither could be much depended upon! On 
account of the fog, we saw no land, and found, by good 
meridian altitudes on the twenty-eighth, that we were in 
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the latitude of 27. 30. N. having differed our latitude by 
the force of cug|pnt one hundred and twenty miles ; thus 
passing the Canaries without seeing any of them. I con- 
cluded we must have passed through the intended passage 
without discovering the land on either side, particularly, as 
it was in the night, which was very dark, and black as 
pitch ; nor could I believe otherwise from having had a 
fair wind all the way, and having steered one course ever 
since we left Cape Spartel. Soon after we got an observa- 
tion on the 28th, it became as thick as ever, and the dark- 
ness seemed (if possible) to increase. Towards evening I 
got up my reckoning, and examined it all over, to be sure 
that I had committed no error, and caused the mates to do 
so with theirs. Having thus ascertained that I was correct 
in calculation, I altered our course to S. W. which ought 
to have carried us nearly on the course I wished to steer, 
that is, for the easternmost of the Cape de Verds ; but 
finding the weather becoming more foggy towards night, 
it being so thick that we could scarcely see the end of the 

{*ib-boom, I rounded the vessel to, and sounded with one 
lundred and twenty fathoms of line, but found no bottom, 
and continued on our course, still reflecting on what should 
be the cause of our not seeing land, as I never had passed 
the Canaries before without seeing them, even in thick 
weather or in the night. I came to a determination to 
haul off to the N. W. by the wind at 10 P. M. as I should 
then be by the log only thirty miles north of Cape Basador. 
I concluded on this at nine, and thought my fears had 
never before so much prevailed over my judgment and my 
reckoning. I ordered the light sails to be handed, and the 
steering sail booms to be rigged in snug, which was don^ 
as fast as it could be by one watch, under the immediate 
direction of Mr. Savage. 

We had just got the men stationed at the braces for 
hauling off, as the man at the helm cried " ten o'clock." 
Our try-sail boom was on the starboard side, but ready for 
jibing ; the helm was put to port, dreaming of no danger 
near. I had been on deck all the evening myself: the 
vessel was running at the rate of nine or ten knots, with a 
viery strong breeze, and high sea, when the main boom war 
^ Jibed over, and ! at that instant heard a roaring ; the yards 
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were braced up— all hands were called. I imagined at 
first it was a squall, and was near orderinf the sails to be 
lowered down ; but I then discovered breakers foaming at 
a most dreadful rate under our lee. Hope for a moment 
flattered me that we could fetch off still, as there was no 
breakers in view ahead : the^.^anchors were made ready ; 
but these hopes vanished in an instant, as the vessel was 
carried by a current and a sea directly towards the break- 
ers, and sh^ ftruck. We let go the best bower anchor ; 
all sails were taken in as fast as possible ; surge after surge 
came thundering on, and drove her in spite of anchors, 
partly with her head ashore. She struck with such vio- 
lence as to start every man from the deck. Knowing there 
was no possibility of saving her, and that she must very 
soon bilge and fill with water, I ordered all the j^rovisions 
we could get at to be brought on deck, in hop^s of saving 
s(Hne, and as much water to be drawn from the large casks 
as possible. We staved several quarter casks of wine, and 
filled them with water. Every man worked as if his life 
depended upon his present exertions ; all were obedient 
to every order I gave, and seemed perfectly calm. The 
vessel was stout and high, as she was only in ballast trim ; 
the sea combed over her stern and swept her decks ; bui 
we managed to get the small boat in on deck, to sling her 
and keep her firom staving. We cut away the bulwark on 
the larboard side so as to prevent the boats from staving 
when we should get them out ; cleared away the long-boat 
and hung her in tackles, the vessel continuing to strike 
▼ery heavy, and filling fast. We, however, had secured 
five or six barrels of bread, and three or four of salted pro- 
visions. I had as yet been so busily employed, that no 
pains had been taken to ascertain what distance we were 
from the. land, nor had any of us yet seen it, and in the 
meantime all the clothing, chests, trunks, &c. were got up, 
and the books, charts, and sea instruments, were stowed m 
them, in the hope of their being useful to us in future. 

The vessel being now nearly full of water, the surf 
making a fair breach over her, and fearing she would go to 

Eieces, I prepared a rope and put it into the small boat, 
aving got a glimpse of the shore, at no great distance, and 
taking Porter with me, we were lowered down on the lar« 
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board or lee side of the vessel, where she broke -the vio- 
lence of the sea, and made it comparatively smooth ; we 
shoved oiF, but on clearing away from the bow of the vessel, 
the boat was overwhelmed with a surf, and we were 
plunged into the foaming surges : we were driven along 
by the current, aided by what the seamen call the under- 
tow, (or recoil of the sea) to the distance of three hundred 
yards to the westward, covered nearly all the time by the 
billows, 'which, following each other in quick succession, 
scarcely gave us time to catch a breath before we were 
again literally swallowed by them, till at length we were 
thrown, together with our boat, upon a sandy beach. 
After taking breath a little, and ridding our stomachs of 
the salt water that had forced its way into them, my first 
care was to turn the water out of the boat, and haul her up 
out of the reach of the surf. 

We found the rope that was made fast to her still re- 
maining ; this we carried up along the beach, directly to 
leeward of the wreck, where we fastened it to sticks about 
the thickness of handspikes, that had drifted on the shore 
from the vessel, and which we drove into the sand by the 
help of other pieces of wood. Before leaving the vessel, I 
had directed that all the chests, trunks, and every thing 
that would float should be hove overboard ; this all hands 
were busied in doing. The vessel lay about one hundred 
fathoms from the beach, at high tide. 

In order to save the crew, a hawser was made fast to the 
rope we had on shore, one end of which we hauled to us, 
and made it fast to a number of sticks we had driven into 
the sand for the purpose. It was then tautened on board 
of the wreck and made fast. This being done the long- 
boat (in order to save the provisions already in her) was 
lowered down, and two hands steadied her by ropes fas- 
tened to the rings in her stem and stern posts over the 
hawser, so as to slide, keeping her bow to the surf. In 
this manner they reached the beach, carried on the top of 
a heavy wave. The boat was stove by the violence of 
the shock againsl the beach ; but by great exertions we 
saved the three barrels of bread in her before they were 
much damaged ; and two barrels of salted provisions were 
also saved. 
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We were now four of us, on shore, and busied in picking 
up the clothing and other things which drifted from the 
vessel, and carrying them up out of the surf. It was by 
this time day-light, and higli water ; the vessel careened 
deep off shore, and I made signs to have the masts cut 
away, in the hope of easing her, that she misht not go to 
pieces. They were accordingly cut away, and fell on her 
starboard side, making a better lee for a boat alongside the 
wreck, as they projected considerably beyond her bows. 
The masts and rigging being ^ne, the sea breaking very 
high over the wreck, and nothmg left to hold on by, the 
mates and six men still on board, though secured, as well 
as they could be, on the bowsprit and in the larboard fore- 
channels, were yet 'in imminent danger of being washed off 
by every surge. The long-boat was stove, and it being 
impossible for the small one to live, my great object now 
was to save the lives of the crew by means of the hawser. 
I therefore made signs to them to come, one by one, on 
the hawser, which had been stretched taut for that purpose. 
John Hogan ventured first, and having pulled off his jacket, 
took to the hawser, and made for the shore. When he 
had got clear of the immediate lee of the wreck, every surf 
buried him, combing many feet above his head ; but he 
still held fast by the rope with a deathlike grasp, and as 
soon as the surf was passed, proceeded on towards the 
shore, until another surf, more powerful than the former, 
unclenched his hands and threw 'him within our reach ; 
when we laid hold of him, and dragged him to the beach ; 
we then rolled him on the sand, until he discharged the 
salt water from his stomach, and revived. I kept in the 
water up to my chin, steadying myself by the hawser, while 
the surf passed over me, to catch the others as they ap- 
proached, and thus, with the assistance of those already on 
shore, was enabled to save all the rest from a watery grave. 

All hands being landed, our first care was to secure the 
provisions and water ; knowing it was a thirsty barren land. 
We carried them up fifty yards from the water's edge and 
formed a kind of tent over them by means of our oars and 
steering sails. I had fondly hoped we should not be dis- 
covered by any human being on this inhospitable coast. 
But that by repuring our long boat and taking advantage 
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of a calm time we might embark and reach some of the 
Cape de Verds, or some European settlement down this 
coast. 

Being thus employed, we saw a human figure approach 
our stuff, such as clothing, which lay scattered along the 
beach for a mile westward of us. It was a man ! He be- 
gan plundering our clothing. I went towards him with all 
the signs of peace and friendship I could make, but he was 
extremely shy, and made signs to me to keep my distance, 
while he all the time seemed intent on plunder. He was 
unarmed, and I continued to approach him until within 
ten yards. 

He apf>eared to be about five feet seven or eight inches 
high, and of a complexion between that of an American 
Indian and a negro. He had about him to cover his na- 
kedness, a piece of coarse woollen cloth, that reached from 
helow his breast nearly to his knees ; his hair was long and 
bushy, resembling a pitch mop, sticking out every way six 
or eight inches from his head ; his face resembled that of 
an ourang-outang more than a human being ; his eyes were 
red and fiery ; his mouth, which stretched nearly from ear 
to ear, was well lined with sound teeth ; and a long curling 
beard, which descended from his upper lip and chin down 
upon his breast, gave him a most horrid appearance ; and I 
could not but imagine that those well set teeth were sharp- 
ened for the purpose of devouring human flesh !! particu- 
larly as I conceived I had before seen, in different parts of 
the world, the human face and form in its most hideous 
and terrific shape. He appeared to be very old, yet fierce 
and vigorous. He was soon joined by two old women of 
similar appearance, whom I took to be his wives. These 
k>oked a little less frightful, though their two eye-teeth 
stuck out like hog's tusks, and their tanned skins hung in 
loose plaits on their faces and breasts ; but their hair was 
long and braided. 

A girl of from eighteen to twenty, who was not ugly, 
and five or six children, of different ages and sexes, from 
six to sixteen years, were also in company. These were 
entirely naked. They brought with them a good Enghsh 
hammer, with a rope lanyard through a hole in its handle. 
It had no doubt belonged to some vessel wrecked on that 
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coast. They had also a kind of an axe with them, and 
some long knives slung on their right sides, in a sheath sus- 
pended by their necks. They now felt themselves strong, 
and commenced a bold and indiscriminate plundering ot 
every thing they wanted. They broke open trunks, chests, 
and boxes, and emptied them of their contents, carrying 
the clothing on their backs up on the sand-hills, where they 
spread them out to dry. 

They emptied the beds of their contents, wanting only 
the cloth, and were much amused with the flying of the 




as 



The Arabs clothing tJiemsdves, and plwuUring. 
feathers before the wind from my bed. It appeared 
though they had never before seen such things. 

I had an adventure of silk lace veils and silk handker- 
chiefs: the former, the men, women, and children tied 
round their heads and legs. They all seemed delighted 
with their go6d fortune. My men were exasperated, and 
wished to take vengeance on the natives for their insolence 
and plundering; but I convinced them of the folly of driv- 
ing off these wretches, as they would return with aumbers 
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and morder us on the spot. I therefore let them take what 
ihey pleased, except our water and provisions, which, as 
we could not live without them, I was determined to de- 
fend to the last extremity. On our first reaching the shore, 
I divided one thousand dollars among the men, in hopes it 
would be useful to them in helping them to get released 
from this country, and reach their homes. I now deter- 
mined to mend the long-boat. The wind lulled in the af- 
ternoon, at low water, when a man reached the wreck and 
procured a few nails and a marline-spike, and got safe | 

ashore. | 

^ I found the timbers of the boat in so crazy a state, and j 

the nails which held them together, so eaten by the rust, i 

that she would not hold together, nor support her weight < 
in turning her up, in order to get at her bottom. I tacked j 

her timbers together, however, as well as I could, which 
was very imperfectly, as I had bad tools to work with, and 
my crew, now unrestrained by my authority, having broached 
a cask of wine, and taken copious draughts of it, in order I 
to dispel their sorrows, were most of them in such a state, I 

that, instead of assisting me, they tended to increase my ' 
embarrassment. We, however, at last got the boat turned 
up, and found that one whole plank was out on each side, j 

and very much split. I tacked the pieces in, assisted by 
Mr. Savage, Horace, and one or two more. We chinced 
a little oakum into the seams and splits with our knives, as i 
well as we could, and worked upon her until it was quite I 
dark. 

Night had now spread her sable mantle over the face of 
nature, the savages had retired, and all was still, except j 
the restless and unwearied waves which dashed against the 
deserted wreck, and tumbled among the broken rocks a 
little to the eastward of us, where the high perpendicular | 
cliffs, jutting out into the sea, opposed a barrier to their 
violence, and threatened, at the same time, inevitable and 
certain destruction to every ill-fated vessel and her crew 
that should unfortunately approach too near their immove* 
able foundations. These we had only escaped by a few 
rods. From the time the vessel struck to this moment, I 
had been so entirely engaged by the laborious exertions 
which our critical situation demanded, that I had no time 
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for reflection ; but it now rushed like a torrent over my . 
mind, and banished from my eyes that sleep which my iii- 
tigued frame so much required. I knew I was on a bar- 
ren and inhospitable coast ; a tempestuous ocean lay before 
me, whose bosom was continually tossed and agitated by 
wild and furious winds blowing directly on shore; no ves- 
sel or boat sufficient for our escape, as I thought it impos- 
sible for our shattered long-boat to live at sea, even it we 
should succeed in urging her through the tremendous sur- 
ges that broke upon the shore, with such violence as to 
make the whole coast tremble ; behind us were savage be- 
ings, bearing the human form indeed, but in its most ter- 
. rific appearance, whose object I knew, from what had al- 
ready passed, would be to rob us of our last resource, our 
provisions ; and I did not doubt but they would be suffi- 
ciently strong in the morning, not only to accomplish what 
they meditated, but to take our lives also, or to seize upon 
our persons, and doom us to slavery, till death should rid 
us of our miseries. 

This was the first time I had ever suffered shipwreck. I 
had left a wife and five young children behind me, on whom 
I doated, and who depended on me entirely for their sub- 
sistence. My children would have no father's, and perhaps 
no mother's care, to direct them in the paths of virtue, to 
instruct their ripening years, or to watch over them, and 
administer the balm of comfort in time of sickness ; no 
generous friend to relieve their distresses, and save them 
from indigence, degradation, and ruin. These reflections 
harrowed up my soul, nor could I cease to shudder at these 
imaginary evils, added to my real ones, until I was forced 
mentally to exclaim, " Thy ways, great Father of the uni- 
verse, are wise and just ; and what am I ! an atom of dust, 
that dares to murmur at thy dispensations." 

The night passed slowly and tediously away ; when day- 
light at length began to dawn in the eastern horizon, and 
chased darkness before it, not to usher to our view the 
cheering prospect of approaching relief, but to unfold new 
scenes of suffering, wretchedness, and distress. So soon 
as it was fairly light, the old man came down, accompanied 
by his wives and two young men of the same family. He . 
was armed with a spear of iron, having a handle made of 
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two pieces of wood spliced together, and tied with cords. 
The handle was about twelve feet long. This he held bal- 
anced in his hand, above his head, making motions as if to 
throw it at us. He ordered us off to the wreck, pointing 
at the same time to a large drove of camels that were de- 
scending the heights to the eastward of -us, his women run- 
ning off at the same time, whooping and yelling horribly, 
throwing up sand in the air, and beckoning to those who 
had charge of the camels to approach. I ran towards the 
beach, and seized a small spar that lay there, to parry off 
the old man's lance, as a handspike was not long enough. 
He, in the meantime, came to the tent in a fury, where the 
people still were, and by slightly pricking one or two of 
them, and pointing at the same time towards the camels, 
he succeeded in frightening them, which was his object, as 
he did not wish to call help, lest he should be obliged to 
divide the spoil. The crew all made the best of their way 
to the small boat, while I parried off his spear with my spar, 
and kept him at a distance. He would doubtless have 
hurled it at me, but for the fear of losing it. 

The small boat was dragged to the water, but was filled 
by the first sea. We had no resource except trying to get 
eastward or westward. Abandoning our provisions, we 
tried to retreat eastward, but were opposed by this formid- 
able spear. We could make but Httle progress, for the old 
man was very active. He would fly from us like the wind, 
and return with equal speed. The other Arabs joined with 
the old man, and with them drove us to the shore, while 
the women and children kept up a hideous yelling. We 
now turned over the long-boat, and all embarked for the 
wreck, which we reached with the boat half full of water. 
All hands got on board the wreck except myself and ano- 
ther. We could hardly keep the boat from sinking by 
baling with two buckets. They were now joined by other 
Arabs, armed with cimiters, who came running from the 
eastward. The old man and they hallooed to us, brandish- 
ing their naked weapons and bidding us defiance. The 
old man next came to the beach. With his axe he staved 
in the heads of all our water casks and casks of wines, emp- 
tying their contents into the sand. They then gathered up 
all the trunks, chests, sea instruments, books and charts, 
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and consumed them by fire in a pile. Our provisions and 
water being gone^ we saw no other alternative but to try to 
get to sea in our leaky boat, or stay and be washed oflf the 
wreck by the sea. 

We now made preparations to leave the brig, by getting 
a few bottles of wine and some slices of salt pork. No 
water could be procured. Our oars lost, we split a plank 
for oars, and attempted to shove oflf; but a surf striking 
the boat, filled her. The sight of our deplorable situation 
seemed to excite pity in the breasts of the savages who had 
driven us from the shore. They came down to the water's 
edge, bowed themselves to the ground, beckoned us to come 
on shore, making all the signs of peace and friendship they 
could. Finding we would not come on shore, one of them 
ran and fetched a goat skin of water. The old man came 
into the water with it, up to his armpits, and beckoned me 
to come and fetch it and drink. Being thirsty, and finding 
wc could not get water any other way, I went, by means 
of the hawser, to the beach, where the old roan met me, 
and save me the skin of water, which I curried off to the 
wreck. This done, he wished to go on bf)ard, and me to 
remain on the beach till his return. Seeing no possibility 
of escaping but with th()ir assistance I uent on shore, 
where the old man and his companions expressed every 
demonstration of good will and peace. I let the old man 
pass to the wreck while I remained on the beach. When 
the people hauled the old man on board, I endeavored to 
make them understand that they mu<t keep him until I 
was released ', but the noise of the surf prevented their 
hearing me. 

After he had satisfied his curiosity by looking attentively 
at every thing he could see, which was nothing more than i 
the wreck of the contents of ihe hold iloatiiig in her, and 
inquiring for baftas, for fire-arms, and for money, aa I af- 
terwards learnt; he came on shore. When he was near the 
beach, and I about to rise to meet him, I was seized by 
two of the stoutest Arabs, grasping ne Ike lions; and at 
that very instant the women and children presented their 
da^^rs, knives, and spears to my breast. To strive 
against them were instant death. I was (bliged to remain 
quiet. The countenances of al! around nie assumed tho 
3 
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most horrid and malignant . expressions. They gnashed 
their teeth at me, and struck their daggers within an inch 
of every part of my head and body. The young men held 
me fast, while the old one, seizing a sharp cimiter, laid hold 
of my hair at the same instant, as if to cut my throat or 
head off. I concluded my last moments were come. But 
the old man, after drawing the cimiter lightly across the 
collar of my shirt, which he cut a little, released me. 

When the old man had quitted his hold, and I hailed my 
people, their hopes began to revive, and one of them came 
on the hawser to know what they should do. I told him 
all the money they had on board must be instantly brought 
on shore. He was in the water, at some distance from me, 
and could not hear, on account of the noise occasioned by 
the surf, what I added ; which was for them not to pert 
with the money until I should be fairly released. He went 
on board, and all hands hoping to procure my release, put 
their money, which they still had about them, to the amount 
of about one thousand dollars, into a bucket, and slinging 
it on a hawser. Porter shoved it along before him near the 
beach, and was about to bring it up to the place where I 
sat. With considerable difficulty however I prevented him, 
as the surf made such a roaring that he could not hear me, 
though he was only a few yards distant ; but he at last un- 
derstood my signs, and staid in the water until one of the 
young men went and received it from him. The old man 
had taken his seat alongside of me, and held his cimiter 
pointed at my breast. 

The bucket of dollars was brought and poured into one 
end of the old man's blanket, when he bade me rise and go 
along with them, he and the young men uigingmealongby 
both arms, with their daggers drawn before, and the women 
and children behind, with the spear and their knives near 
my back. In this manner they made me go with them over 
the sand drifts, to the distance of three or four hundred 
yards, where they seated themselves and me on the ground. 
The old man proceeded to count and divide the money. 
He made three heaps of it, counting into each heap by tens, 
and so dividing it exactly ; gave to the two young men one 
third or heap, to his two wives one third, and kept the other 
to himself. JEach secured his and their own part by wrap- 
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{MDg and tying it np in some of our clothing. During this 
process they had let go of my arms, though they were all 
around me. I thought my fate was now decided, if I could 
not by some means effect my escape. I knew they could 
outran me if I should leap from them, and would uudoubt 
edly plunge their weapons to my heart if I attempted, and 
failed in the attempt. However, I resolved to risk it, and 
made a slight movement with that view, at a moment when 
I thought all eyes were turned from me ; but one of the 
young men seeing my manceuvre, made a lounge at me 
with his cimiter. I eluded the force of the blow by falling 
backward on the ground. It however pierced my waist- 
coat. He was about to repeat it, when the old man bade 

- lAm desist. The money being now distributed and tied up, 

- they made me rise with them, and were all going together 
from the beach, holding me by the arms with naked dag- 
gers all around me. There appeared no possible means of 

' eteape, when the thought suddenly suggested itself to me 
to tempt their avarice. I then, by signs, made them under- 
stand that there was more money in the possession of the 
crew. This seemed to please them, and they instantly 
tnrned themselves and me about for the beach, sending the 
money off by one of the young' men and a boy. When 
they approached to within one huriilted yards of the beach, 
they hwdd me seat myself on the sand between two of themi 
who held me by the arms, bidding me order the money on 
shore. I knew there was none on board of the wreck or in 
the boat ; but I imagined if I could get Antonio Michael 

^ on shore, I should be able to make my e^pc. I bailed 
accordingly, and made signs to my people lor one of them 
to come near the shore ; bat as they saw, by every move- 
ment of the natives, that my situation was dreadfully criti- 
cal, none of them were inclined to venture; and I waited 
more than an hour, was o(\en threatened with death, and 
was made to halloo with all my might, until I became so 
hoarse as scarcely to make myself heard by those around 
me. The pity of Mr. Savage at last overcame his fears. 
He ventured oil the hawser, and reaching the.bea^h in 
safety, was^bout to come up to me, where he would have 
been certainly seized on as I was, when I endeavored to 
make him understand by signs, that he must stay in the 
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wateri and keep clear of the natives, if he valued his life 
but not bein^ able to hear me, m v guards, who suppooed . 
was giving him ordeiis to fetch the money, obliged me t< 
get up and approach him a little, until I made Um under- 
stand what I wanted. He then returned on board of thf 
wreck, and I was taken back to my former station. 

Antonio came to the shore. The natives instantly flockec 
round, expecting more money ; but, finding he had none 
commenced beating him, and the children cutting him witt 
knives. He begged for his life upon his knees, but thej 
paid no r^ard to his entreaties. In hopes of saving hia, 
from the ftiry of these wretches, I told him to let their 
know by signs, that there was money buried where the ten- 
stood. A new spy-glass, a hand-saw, and several other ar- 
ticles had been buried there, together with a bag of four hun* 
dred dollars. They went to the spot and conun/encec 
digging. 

I was seated on the sand, facing the sea, between the 
old man on my left, with his spear uplifted in his left hand, 
pointing to my heart, and the stoutest young man on ui) 
right, with a naked cimiter in his right hand, pointing tc 
my head. Both weapons were within six inches of mn, anc 
my guards within a foot on each side. I considered thk 
time, that so soon as any thing should be found by thos^ 
who were digging, they would naturally speak and inforxr 
those who guarded me of it (these had let ^ of my armr 
some time l^fore) ; and as I was pretty certain that both o: 
tkem would look round as soon as the discovery of anj 
treasure should be announced, I carefully drew up my leg$ 
under me, but without exciting suspicion, in order to be 
ready for a start The pkce where they were digging waf 
partly behind us, on our right ; and upon their making t 
noise, both my guards turned their heads and eyes from mc 
towards them, when I instantly sprang out from beneaU^ 
their weapons, and flew to the beach. I was running foi 
my life, and soon reached the water's edge. Knowing 1 
was pursued and nearly overtaken', I plunged into the sect 
with all my force head foremost, and swam under water m 
long as I could hold my breath ; then rising to the surface; 
I looked round on my pursuers. The old man was withii) 
ten feet of me, up to his chin in water, and was in the ac; 
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of darting his spear through my body, when a surf rolling 
over me, saved my life, and dashed him and his coourade 
on the beach. I was at some distance westward of the 
vreck, but swimming as &8t as possible towards her, while 
surf after surf broke in towering heights over me, until I 
was enabled, by almost superhuman exertions, to reach tha 
wreck, when I was taken into the boat over the stem by 
the mates and people. I was so far exhausted that I could 
not immediately witness what passed on shore, but was in- 
formed by those who did, that my pursuers stood motion* 
less on the beach, at the edge of the water, until I was 
safe in the boat ; that they then ran towards poor Antonio, 
and plunging a spear into his body near his left brensl 
downwards, laid him dead at their feet. They then picked 
up what things remained, and made off altogether. I saw 
them dragging Antonio's lifeless trunk across the sand-hills, 
and felt an inexpressible pang, that bereft me for a moment 
of ail sensation, occasioned by a suggestion that to me 
alone his massacre was imputable; but on my recoveryi 
when I reflected there was no other means whereby my 
own life could have been preserved, and, under Providence, 
the lives often men who had been committed to my charge, 
I concluded I had not done wrong ; nor have I since had 
occasion to reproach myself for Ming the innocent causa 
of his destruction ; nor did any of my surviving shipmates, 
though perfectly at liberty so to do, ever accuse me on this 
point ; from which I have an undoubted right to infer that 
their feelings perfectly coincided with^ mine on this melan- 
choly occasion. 

Hostilities had now commenced, and we could not doubt 
but the merciless ruffians would soon return in force, and 
when able to overpower us, would massacre us all as they 
had ah-eady done Antonio. The wind blowing strong, and 
the surf breaking outside and on the wreck twenty or thirty 
feet high, the hope of getting to sea in our crazy long-boat 
was inde^ but faint She had been thumping alongside 
the wreck and on a sand-bank all day, and writhed like an 
old basket, taking in as much water as two men constantly 
employed with buckets could throw out. The deck and 
outside of the wreck were &st going to pieces, and the 
other parts could not hold together long. The tides (by 
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b^mg low), together with the sand-bar that had E>eea 
formed by the washing of the sea from the bow of the 
wreck to the beach, had very much lessened the danger of 
oommunicating with the shore durins the day, but it was 
DOW returning to sweep every thing from the wreck, aided 
by the wind, Which blew a gale on shore every night. To 
remain on the wreck, or to go on shore, was almost certain 
death. The boat could no longer be kept afloat alongside; 
and being without provisions or water, if we should put to 
sea, we must soon perish. We had neither oars nor rudder 
to the boat, nor compass nor quadrant to direct her course; 
but as it was our only chance, I resolved to try and get to 
sea ; expecting, nevertheless, that we should be swallowed 
tip by the first surf, and launched into eternity altogether. 

In the first place a man was sent on shore to get the two 
broken oars that were still lying there, while I made my 
way into the hold in search of fresh water. I dove in at 
the hatchway which was covered with uater, and found 
after coming up under the deck on the larboard side, as I 
expected, just room enough to breathe, and to work among 
the floating casks, planks, and wreck of the hold. After 
much labor, I found a water-cask partly full and the bung 
tight. After much trouble a small keg wasu filled, and a 
good drink given to all hands. The man now returned 
with the oars, and he also went of his ow n accord and gojt 
the bag of dollars. We got the small boat's sails into the 
boat, with a spar .that would do for a mast, and the brig's 
fore-topmast-staysail> the keg of water, a few pieces of salt 
pork, a live pig weighing about twenty pounds, and a few 
damaged figs. Every thing being now ready, I endeavorr 
ed to encourage the crew, representing to them that it was 
better to be swallowed up altogether than to suffer ourselves 
to be massacred by the savages. 

As we surveyed the dangers that surrounded us, wave 
followed wave, breaking with a dreadful crash just outside 
of us, and there appeared no possibility of getting safety 
beyond the breakers, without a particular interference of 
providence in our favor: The particular interference of 
Providence in any case, I had always before doubted. 
Every one trembled with dreadful apprehension, and each 
imagined that the moment we ventured past the vessels 
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Stern would be his last. I then said, " let us pull off our 
hats, my shipmates and companions in distress.'' It was 
done in an instant, when lifting up my eyes and my soul 
toward heaven, I exclaimed, ^' great Creator and preserver 
of the Universe, who now seest our distresses, we pray thee 
to spare our lives, and permit us to pass through this over- 
Tvhelming surf to the open sea ; but if we are doomed to 
perish, thy will be done ; we commit our souls to the mer- 
cy of thee our God, who gave them ; and O ! universal 
Father, protect and preserve our widows and children." 

The winds, as if by Divine command, at this very moment 
ceased to blow. We hauled the boat out; the dreadful 
surges that were nearly bursting upon us, sudoenly sub* 
sided, making a path for our boat about twenty yards wid«, 
through which we rowed her out as smoothly as if she had 
been on a river in a calm, whilst on each side of us, and 
not more than ten yards distant, the siirf continued to 
break twenty feet high, and with unabated fury. We had 
to row nearly a mile in this manner ; all were fuUy con- 
vinced that we were saved by the immediate interposition 
of Divine Providence in this particular instance, and «11 
joined in returning thanks to the Supreme Being for this 
mercy., As soon as we reached the open sea, and had 
gained some distance from., the wreck, the surf returned 
combing behind us with the same force as on each side of 
the boat. We next fitted the mast, and set the small boat's . 
mainsail. 

The wind veered to the eastward, so that we were ena- 
bled to fetch past the point of the Cape, though the boat 
had neither keel nor rudder. It was sunset when we got 
out, and night coming on, the wind as usual increased to 
a gale before morning, so that we expected to be swallowed 
up every moment. We had no compass to guide us, no 
rudder to steer our crazy boat. After a consultation it was 
resolved to keep to sea instead of returning to the cruel 
shores again. After two days of stormy weather, on the 
3Ist it became more moderate, but the weather was very 
thick and hazy. Our pig being nearly dead for the want 
of water, we killed it, taking care however to save his 
blood, which we divided among us and drank, our thirst 
having become almost insupportable. We also divided the 
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pig's liver, intestines, &c. between us, and ale some of 
them Cas they were fresh,) to satisfy, in some degree, our 
thirst. Thus this day passed away : no vessel was yet seen 
to relieve us. We had determined to save our urine for 
drink, which we accordingly did in some empty bottles, 
and found great relief from the use of it ; for being obliged 
to labor hard by turns to keep the boat above water, our 
thirst was much more severely felt than if we had remain* 
ed stiU. The night came on very dark and lowering ; the 
sky seemed big with an impending tempest. The wind 
blew hard from the N. E. and before midnight the sea 
combed into the boat in such quantities as several times to 
fill her more than half fuIL All hands were employed in 
throwing out the water with hats and other things, each 
befieving his final hour had at length arrived, and expecting 
that every approaching surge would bury him forever in a 
watery grave. 

The boat racked like an old basket, letting in water at 
every seam and split, her timbers working out or breaking 
off; the nails I had put in while last on shore were kept 
from entirely drawing out, merely by the pressure of the 
water acting on the outside of the boat. Sharp flashes of 
lightning caused by heat and vapor, shot across the gloom, 
rendering the scene doubly horrid. 

Day came on amidst these accumulated horrors ; it was 
the 1st of September ; thirst pressed upon us, which we 
could only allay by wetting our mouths twice a day with 
a few drops of wine and water, and as many times with our 
urine. 

The wind continued to blow hard all this day, and the 
succeeding night with great violence, and the boat to work 
and leak in the same manner as before. Worn down with 
fatigues and long-continued hunger and thirst, scorched by 
the burning rays of the sun, and no vessel appearing to save 
us; our water fast diminishing, as well as our strength, 
every hope of succor by meeting with^ a vessel entirely uol* 
ed me, so that in the afternoon of the 2d of September, I 
represented to my companions, that as we were still alive, 
after enduring so many trials, it was my advice to put 
aboiiat and make towards the coast again ; that if we con* 
tinued at sea we must inevitably perish, and that we could 
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but perish in returning towanls the land ; that we might 
still exist four or five days longer, by the means of the 
water and provisions that remained, and that it might be 
the will of Providence to send us on the coast where our 
vessel had been wrecked, and where means were perhaps 
prepared to bring about our deliverance and restoration to 
our country and our families. All jeemed convinced that 
it was so, and we immediately put about with a I ind of 
cheerfulness I had not o si rved in any countenance since 
/"jur first disaster. 

On the morn^n; of the 7th we t!i«(.vercd limdand con- 
tinued to approach it, driving along to the soutnward by a 
swift current, roaring like a stron:; tide in a narrow, rocky 
passage, until sunset. The surf was breaking high amonff 
the rocks near the shore ; wt^ were now very near the land, 
and seeing a small ^pot that Lore tlie appearance of a sand 
beach, we made towards it. We were carried on the top 
of a tremendous wave, so as to be hieh and dry when the 
surf retired, on a little piece o! s nd beach. Without us, 
and in the track we came, numerous fragments of rock 
showed their craggy heads, over uhic'i the surf foamed at 
it retired with a dreadful roaring. We got out of the boat 
and carried up the little remains of our water and proTi- 
sions, and night coming on we were busy in preparing a 
place in the sand to lie en. After \^etting our mouths 
with water, and eating a few slices of pork, we laid down 
to rest. 

On the morning of September the Sth, as soon as it was 
light, being much refreshed by our undisturbed sleep, we 
agreed to leave all we had that was cumbrous or hetivy^ 
and try to mal<e our way to the eastward, in hopes of find- 
ing a place, whilst we had strength yet remaining, to dig 
for water, or to get to the surface of the land above us, 
where we hoped to find some herbage or vegetable juice 
to allay, in some degree, our burning thirst, which was now 
rendered more grievous than ever, by our eating a few 
muscles that were found on the recks, and extremely salt» 
llavintr agreed to keep together, and to render each other 
mutual assistance, we divided amongst us the little water 
we had, every one receiving his share in a bottle, in order 
to preserve it as long as possible ; then taking a small piece 
4 
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ar two of pork, which we slung on our backs, either in a 
spare shirt or a piece of canvass, leaving all our clothes 
but those we had on, and our jackets, we bent our way to- 
wards the east. I had, before starting, buried the bag of 
dollars and induced every man to throw away every one 
he had about him, as I was convinced that money had been 
the cause of our former ill treatment, by tempting the na- 
tives .to practice treacherous and cruel means, in order to 
extort it from us. We proceeded now, as well as we were 
able, along close to the water's side. 

The land was either nearly perpendicular or jutting over 
our heads, rising to the height of from five to six hundred 
feet, and we were forced to climb over masses of sharp anc 
craggy rocks, from two to three hundred feet in height 
then to descend again by letting ourselves down from roci 
to rock, until we reached the water's edge ; now waiting 
for a surf to retire, while we rushed one by one past a stee] 
point up to our necks in the water, to the rocks more favo- 
rable on the other side, where by clinging fast hold, w 
kept ourselves from being washed away by the next sar' 
until with each other's assistance, we clambered up beyonf* 
the reach of the greedy billows. The beating of the oceaif 
and the force of the currents against this coast, had under 
mined the precipices in such a manner that vast masse 
of rocks, gravel, and sand, had given way and tumbled t 
the shore. Rocks falling on rocks had formed chasm 
through which we were forced to pass at times for a lor . 
distance, and surmounting one obstacle seemed only * 
open to our view another, and a more dangerous one. / 
one place we were obliged to climb along on a narro- 
ledge of rocks, between forty and fifty feet high, and n ^ 
more than eight inches broad ; those at our backs wer:^ 
perpendicular, and a little higher up, huge pieces that hii^i 
been broken off from near the surface, and stopped on the*? 
way down by other fragments, seemed to totter, as if on r» 
pivot, directly over our heads ; while the least slip mc^ : 
have plunged us into the frightful abys3 below, where tl 
foaming surges would instantly have dashed us to piec^.- 
against the rocks. Our shoes were nearly all worn ot^* * 
our feet were lacerated and bleeding ; the rays of the sru? 
beating on our emaciated bodies^ heated them, we thought 
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nearly to dissolution ; and under these towering clifls there 
was not a breath of air to fan our almost boiling blood. 1 
had 9 in crawling through one of the holes between the 
rocks, broke my bottle and spilled tlie little water it con- 
tained, and my tongue cleaving to the roof of my mouth, 
wad as useless as a dry stick, until I waa enabled to loosed 
it by a few drops of my more than a doxen times distillen 
urine. ' 

Thiis passed this day with us, and when night came on 
it brought with it new distresses. We had advanced along 
the coast not more than about four miles (his day, with all 
the exertion we were capable of, without finding any change 
for the better in our local situation, whilst our strength was 
continually diminishing, and no circumstance occurred to 
revive our hopes. 

We spent the two succeeding days in clambering among 
the rocks under the hl^h cliffs, suffering from hunger ; and, 
after unremitting exertions, we found a place by which we 
ascended to the plain above, where no object was seen as 
fiir as the eye could reach ; not a tree, shrub, or spear of 
grass, that might give the smallest relief to expiring nature, 
We travelled along the edge of the cliff. A little after 
sunset f was encouraging the men to proceed, when one 
exclaimed, '< I think I see a light." It was the light of a 
fire. 

Joy thrilled through my veins like the electric spark ; 
hope again revived me. We determined to wait till morn- 
ing before presenting ourselves to the Arabs. All agreed 
to go forward and meet the natives on the morning of Sep- 
tember 10th. As soon as they discovered us they can.e 
running towards us in the most frantic manner, with drawn 
cimiters, and stripped us amid the most frantic yells. A 
great strife ensued between the savages with respect to di» 
viding the plunder and prisoners. They cut each other in 
the most horrid mdnner with their cimiters, so that the 
Blood ran down in streams. After watering the camels 
lind loading them, preparations being concluded, the Arabs 
departed for the interior. We were forced to walk and 
drive the camels, while the sand was so soft and yielding 
We sunk up to our knees every step. Thus we mounted 
die sfand-hilh. The blazing heat of the sun's* rays darting 
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on our naked bodies and reflected from the sand; the 
sharp, craggy rocks and stones that cut our feet and legs 
to the bone, in addition to our excessive weakness, which 
the dysentery had increased, rendered our passage up 
through this chasm or hollow so severe, that we were al- 
most deprived of life. I was obliged to stop in the sand, 
until by the application of a stick to my sore back by our 
drivers, I was forced up to its level And there they made 
the camels lie down and rest. 

The Arabs had been much amused in observing our dif- 
ficulty in ascending the height* and kept up a laugh while 
they were whipping us forward* Their women and chil- 
dren weie on foot as well as themselves, and went up with- 
out the smallest difficulty or inconvenience, though it was 
extremely hard for the camels to mount ; and before they 
got to the top they were covered with sweat and froth. 
Having now selected five camels for the purpose, one for 
each of us, they put us on behind the humps, to lihich we 
were obliged to cling by grasping the long hair with both 
hands. The back bone of the one I was on was only cov- 
ered with skin, and as sharp as the edge of an oar's blade ; 
his belly, distended witlji water, made him perfectly^smooth, 
leaving no projection of the hips to keep me from sUding 
off behind ; and his back or rump being as steep as the 
toot of a house, and so broad across as to keep my legs ex- 
tended to their utmost stretch. I was in this manner slip- 
ping down to his tail every moment. I was forced how- 
ever to keep on, while the camel, rendered extremely res- 
tive at the sight of his strange rider, was all the time 
running about among the drove, and making a most woful 
bellowing ; and as they have neither bridles, halters, or any 
thing whereby to guide or govern them, all I had |o do was ' 
to stick on as well as I could. 

The Arabs, both men and women, were very anxious to 
know where we had been thrown on shore, whether to the 
eastward or westward^ and being satisfied by me on thtt 
point, so soon as they had placed us on the camek, and 
given the women directions how to steer, they mounted 
each his camel, seated themselves^ on the small. round sad- 
dle, and then crossing their legs on the animals shoulders, 
set off to the westward at a great trot, leaving us under 
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the care of the women, some of whom were on fboty and 
urged the camels forward as fast as they could run. The 
heavy motions of the camel, not like that of a small vessel 
in a heavy head-beat sea, were so violent, aided by the 
sharp back-hope, as soon to excoriate certain parts of my 
naked body. The inside of my legs and thighs were also 
dreadfully chafed, so that the blood dripped from my heels, 
while ihe intense heat of the sun had scorched and blistered 
our bodies and the outside of our legs, so that we were 
covered with sores, and without any thing to administer 
relief. Thus bleeding, and smarting under the most ex- 
cruciating pain, we continued to advance in a south-east 
direction on a plain, flat, hard surface of sand, gravel, and 
rock, covered with small, sharp stones. 

It seemed as if our bones would be dislocated at every 
step. Hungry and thirsty, the night came on, and no in- 
dication of stopping; the coM night wind began to blow, 
chilling our blood, which ceased to tricMe down our lace- 
rated legs; but although it saved our blood, yet acting on 
oar blistered skins, it increased our pains beyond descrip- 
tion. We begged to be permitted to get off, but the wo- 
men paid no attention to our entreaties, intent only on get- 
ting forward. We designedly slipped off the camels when 
going at a full trot, risking to break our necks by the fall, 
and tried to excite their compassion to get a drink of water 
(which they call sherub) ; but they paid no attention to 
our prayers, and kept the camels running faster than before. 

This was the first time I had attempted to walk bare- 
footed since I was a schoolboy. We were obliged to keep 
up with the camels, running over the stones, which were 
nearly as sharp as gun flints, and cutting our feet to the 
bone at e^erj step. It was here that my fortitude and phi- 
losophy failed to support me. I cursed my fate aloud, and 
wished I had rushed into the sea before I gave myself up 
to these merciless beings in human form. It was now too 
late. I would have put an immediate end to my existence, 
but had neither knife nor any other weapon with which to 
perform the deed. I searched for a stone, intending, if I 
could find a loose one sufficiently large, to knock out my 
own brdns with it; but searched in vain. This paroxysm 
passed off in a minute or two, when reason returned; and 
4* 
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I recollected that my life was in the hand of the poi^^ 
that gave it, and that '^ the Judge of all the earth would 
do right." Then running w.lh all my remaining might, I 
soon came up with the camels, regardless of my feet and 
pain, and felt perfectly resigned and willing to sabnnit to 
the will of Providence and the fate that awaited me. 

At daylight (Sept. 13th) we were called on to proceed. 
The females struck thefr tents, and packed them on cam- 
els, together with all their stuff. They made us walk and 
keep up with the camels, though we were so stiff and sore 
all over, that we could scarcely refrain from crying out at 
every step ; such was our agony — still pursuing our route 
to the south-east. In the coarse of the morning I saw 
Mr. Williams. He was mounted on a camel, as we bad 
all been the first day, and had been riding with the drove 
about three hours. I hobbled along towards him; his 
camel stopped, and I was enabled to take him by the 
hand ; he was still entirely naked ; his skin had been burned 
off; his whole body was so exceedingly inflamed and 
swelled, as well as his face, that I only knew him by his 
voice, which was very feeble. He told me he had been 
obliged to sleep naked in the open air every night ; that 
his life was fast wasting away amidst the most dreadful 
torments; that he could not live one day more in such 
misery; that his mistress had taken pity on him, and 
anointed his body that morning with butter or grease. 
" But," said he, ** I cannot Hve. Should you eVer get 
clear of this dreadful place, and be restored to your 
country, tell my dear wife that my last breath was spent in 
prayers for her happiness." He could say no more ; tears 
choked his utterance. His master arrived at this time, and 
drove on his camel, and I could only say to him, " God 
Almighty bless you," as I took a last look at him, and for- 
got, for a moment, while contemplating his extreme dis- 
tress, my own misery. His camel was large, and moved 
forward with very heavy motions. As he went from me I 
could see the inside of his legs and thighs — they hung in 
strings of torn and chafed flesh — the blood was trickling 
down the sides of the camel, and off his feet — " My God !" 
I cried, " suffer me not to live longer in such tortures." 
In this way, sometimes riding, sometimes walking, we 
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continued to wander over the desert in diflerent direotioni, 
suffering intensely from the heat of the sun by day and the 
cold winds by Dight. Receiving no nourishment during 
this period eseept a little camel's milk (about half a pint 
per day,) hunger bad preyed upon my companions to such 
a degree, as to cause them to bite off the flesh from their 
arms* I wasforced, in one instance, to tie the arms of 
one of: my men behind him ; and, in another instance, two 
of' them' having caught one of the boys, a lad about four 
years old, out of sight of the tents, were about dashing his 
brains out with a stone, for the purpose of eating his flesh, 
wJien luckily I came up, and rescued the child from their 
-voracity. They were so frantic with hunger as to insist 
upon having one meal of his flesh, when they would die 
willingly. At length, on the 21st, about the middle of the 
day, two strangers arrived, riding two camels loaded with 
goodsv Their names were Sidi Hamet and Seid, from the. 
conflnes of Morocco-. Hamet was fortunately on his way 
to Morocco ; and, after much debate and altercation with 
the owners, he succeeded inpurcbasing five of the wretch- 
ed sufferers, Riley, Savage, Horace, Clark, and Burns, with 
a view of carrying them to Swearah, or Mogadore, where 
Captain Riley assured him they would be redeemed the 
moment they arrived. This stipulation was confirmed to 
the satisfaction of Hamet, after having exacted from Riley 
the most solemn protestations that he spoke the truth, as- 
suring him that if it proved otherwise, bis own life, and 
the perpetual slavery of his companions, would be the for- 
feit. Sidi Hamet's means did not allow him to purchase 
any more of the crew, and they were left behind, scattered « 
in diflferent parts of the desert. The sufferers had no rea* 
son to regret their change of masters. Hamet was com- 
paratively a humane man. He bought an old camel, nearly 
dead with age, which he killed, and allowed them a boun- 
tiful repast on its blood and entrails. He made shoes for 
them of its skin, and gave each a piece of an old blanket, 
or goat's skin, to protect him from the sun. Thus clad 
and reft^shed, they started on their northern tour across 
the desert. Several incidents of great interest occurred. 
The company consisted of Sidi Hamet, Seid, a young 
Arab, the five prisoners, and three camels. They began 
their march about the first of October. 
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In a few days, they arrived in a part of the desert, 
which was very sandy ; so that the people sunk in nearly 
up to their knees at each step— this sand was scorching 
hot. The camels were stopped. And all of us mounted 
on them, when on their rising up, we saw before us vast 
numbers of immense sand hills, stretching as far as the 
eye could reach from the north to the south, heaped up 
in a most terrific manner ; we soon arrived among them, 
and were struck with horror at the sight : huge mountains 
of loose sand piled up like drifted snow, towered two hun* 
dred feet above our heads on every side, and seemed to 
threaten destruction to our whole party ; the loose sands 
blew before the trade winds, catting our flesh like hail 
stones, and very often covering us from each other's sight 
while the gusts (which followed each other in quick sue* 
cession) were rushing by. 

After a painful march on the desert we came in 9ight 
of the ocean, about the middle of October, and travelled 
along the coast. On the 17th, the black tops of high 
mountains appeared in the distant horizon to the ea^t* 
ward. We soon came to cultivated land. 

October the 22d, we went forward, driving our own. 
camels only ; as Hassan had taken the young one, we had 
but three remaining ; so we rode by turns, crossings the 
deep hollows which had been worn down by the rains or 
other causes, until afternoon, when we were forced to have 
recourse to the sea-beach to get past one of these deep 
places, whose sides were so steep as to render a passage 
down it impracticable. When we gained the beach, we 
found ourselves on a narrow strip of land, which was then 
dry, the tide being out; this extended in length eight or 
ten miles, but from the water's edge to the perpendicular 
clifis on our right, not more than ten yards : these cliflb 
appeared to be one hundred and ^fty feet in height 
When we came to the sea water I went into it ; and let a 
surf wash over me, that I might once more feel its refresh- 
ing effects ; but my master, fearing I should be carried 
away by the receding waves, told me not to go near them 
again. As we proceeded along this narrow beach, and 
had passed over half its length, the huge cUffs overhanging 
OS on our right, with the ocean on our left, just as wt 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



«KT WITH BAKDITTI, 



45 



were turning a point, we observed four men, armed each 
'with a musket and cimiter, spring from beneath the jot- 
ting rocks, to intercept our march. Our masters were at 
this time on their camels, but they instantly leaped off, at 
the same time unsheathing their guns : to retreat would 
betray fear, and lead to inevitable destruction — so they 
' determined to advance, two against four, and Sidi Hamet, 
though in so weak a state as to be thought incapable of 




MerrupUon of ike Party by some wild Arabs, 

walking before he saw these men, now ran towards them 
with his musket in his hand, while Seid, that cruel cow- 
ard, lagged behind so true it is, that the most generous 

and humane men are always the most couragepus. The 
foe was but a few paces from us, and stood in a line across 
the beach — Sidi Hamet holding his gun ready to fire — 
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demsffiHied if k wa& peace ? while he eyed their countenao- 
oes to Bee if they were dec^tful— one of them answered, 
" it is peaee^" and extended his hand to receive that of 
Sidi Hamet, who gave him his right hand, suspecting no 
treachery, but the feUow grasped it fifit, and would have 
shot him and* Seid in a moment, but at this critical junc- 
ture, two of Hassan's men came in sight, running Uke the 
wind towards us, with each a good double-barrelled gun 
in his hand, all ready to fire ; the robbers saw them as 
tiiey turned the point, and the fellow who had seized Sidi 
Hamet's hand, instantly let go, turning the affair off with 
a loud laugh, and saying, he only did it to flighten him : 
his excuse was deemed sufficient, merely because our men 
did not feel themselves sufficiently strong to resent the 
insult, and we proceeded on ; but these fellows, who were 
very stout and active, hovered around us, slaves, endeav- 
oring to separate us from our masters, as it appeared, in 
the hope of seizing on us as their own — ^which Sidi Hamet 
observing, ordered me with my men to keep close to the 
camels' heels, while he and his company (now strong, 
though none of them armed with cimiters) kept between 
us and the banditti. When they found our masters too 
vigihmt for them, they took French leave of us, and ran 
along the beach* with incredible swiftness, chasing each 
other, and taking up and throwing stones, that I should 
suppose would weigh from six to eight pounds, with a jerk 
that made them whiz through the air like cannon balls. 
They threw them against the cliffs of rocks, which resound- 
ed with the blow ; and many of the stones were dashed to 
pieces as they struck. I could see the marks they aimed 
at, and that the stones went with great precision, as well 
as force. I had before no idea that it was possible for men 
to acquire by practice such an enormous power of arm ; 
for they threw these stones with such velocity, that I am 
convinced they would have killed a man at the distance of 
fifty yards at least. 

Soon after this event the brothers drove off some cam- 
els, which they were obliged to restore. Their disappoint- 
ment produced a terrific quarrel about the division of their 
slaves. They clenched each other like lions; and with 
fury in their looks, each tried to throw the other to the 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



RILEY S DELIVERANCE. 



51 



said, * Come, my friends, let us go to the city ; my house 
is already prepared for your reception.' — The mules were 
led up, and we were again placed on them and rode oft 
slowly towards Mogadore," 

Mr. Willtshire conducted them to his house, on their 
arrival at Mogadore, had them all washed, clothed, and 
fed, and spared no pains nor expense in procuring every 
comfort, and in administering with his owrJ hand, night 
and day, such refreshments as their late sufferings and 
debility required. Of the miserable condition to which 
these unfortunate men had been reduced, one act will wit- 
ness. "At the instance of Mr. Willtthire," says Capt. Riley, 
''I was weighed, and fell short of ninety pounds, though 
my usual weight for the last ten years had been over two 
hundred pounds ; the weight of my compaoions was less 
than I dare to mention, for I ai)pruhend it MK)iild not be 
believed xhitt the bodies of men. retaining the vital spark, 
should not have weighed forty pounds !" 




The Ac«i ofiht Ostrich. 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 






BAKER U3BARY 






Entered according to an Act of Congress in the year 1836, by 

Samuxl N. OicxiNSoir, 

in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of MassachiuetU. 




BOSTON rUBU'^^'^V,.^ 



. p^sTM L'.e- 



HARVARD 
I UNIVERSITY] 
LIBRARY 
SEP 12 1956, 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



wm 




INTRODUCTION. 

<'To those who gaze upon its surface, the ocean is a 
sublime sight, whether viewed from the lofty cliff, beet- 
ling rock, or sandy beach. The first property of the ocean 
that strikes our sight is its vast extent, and the first that 
addre.«ses«our understanding is the vast extent of its use- 
fulness. " The waste of waters," as we are in the habit 
of calling it, though it be any thing but a waste, girdles the 
globe from pole to pole, and occupies nearly three-fourths 
of its surface. It is the nursery where growing warriors 
are inured to enterprise, and taught to guard the soil of 
their nativity ; it proves a barrier to the most inveterate foe ; 
and it bears the produce of distant climes to enhance our 
national wealth and prosperity. WJmin on some calm and 
pleasant day there is not a cloud to dap^e the sky, or a 
breath to ruffle the wafers, we look out upon the soft green 
face of ocean, as it reposes in the very lap of peace, 

**• Then thou art loyely, when the ffolden imiles 
Of the warm sunbeams on thy surface rest, 
Giving to life and light a thousand isles 

Which ffem thy breast, 
And 8end delicious odours in the breexe, 
From groves of spicy trees. 

We see it extending on and on in one glassy level, Uu 
it blend its farthest blue so softly with that of the air, that 
we know not which is sea and which sky. The distant 
sail is an unmoving point in the horizon, a beacon, as It 
were, rising from the sea, and fixed forever to the spot. 
That bark has measured, perhaps, the circumference of the 
globe, has often glided on the summer sea with a favoring 
breeze, and often labored in the storm, amid the raging 
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elements, when the ocean and the air were one wide scene 
of uproar, sublimity, and danger. Now it lies on t'-. 
flood, impatient of the delay, not a ripple chafing its siu^ . 
and not a breath moving the canvass that hangs from ih - 
extended yards. But this will not continue long ; befc ' . 
tomorrow's sun it may again feel the conflict of t^ ' 
waves, and again bound before the fury of the blast. A . > 
why is there this constant uncertainty of the winil^ a c 
waves. The ocean Js scarcely ever, even for an hour t • 
same ; the morning breeze may sink into a mid-day caL/ . 
and that again, may, before another day, be exchanged : r 
the careering blast. 

If the ocean in many of its respects be beautiful, h i- 
in others awful and tei'rific. When the storm is brewi ig 
in the distant sky, and cloud upon cloud rolling in masses 
and roaring in thunder, has thrown its shadow upon tie 
sea. 

^^ Then thou art glorious when the tempest howls, 
Like a roused tierress springing to the fight ; 
And the black sky grows blacker as it scowls 

tJpon the night, 
When thunder roars, and the red lightning leaps 
Over the foaming deeps." 

■*» 

So as to change the soft green to a dark and dismal 
raven blue, which gives all the effect of contrast to the 
spray that dances on the crests of the waves as they are 
dashing high over the dark ledges. The blast howl-- 
among the grim and desolate rocks as the surf chafes 
around the reef, or dashes with angry foam against the 
cliffs, or ever and anon as the fitful blast puts on all its 
fury, covers the whole with reeking confusion. Meantime 
far a5 the eye can reach, the ocean boils and heaves, pre- 
senting one wide extended field of foam. No sign of lif^ 
is seen, save when the sea-fowl laboring hard to bear itself 
up against the blast, hovers over head or shoots athwart 
the gloom like a meteor. 

And amidst this wild commotion of the elements, 
need we therefore wonder that the masts and cordage that 
man constructs, should be rent as if they were gossamer., 
and his navies scattered like chaff. Thus amid the. fury of 
the elements, vessels are shipwrecked on the shore, or foun- 
dered in mid-ocean, which events may be ranked among the 
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PREFACE. 

A natural desire to know the fate of their fellow crea- 
tures seems implanted in the breast of mankind, and the 
most powerful sympathies are excited by listening to the 
misfortunes of the innocent. To record some impressive 
examples of calamity or unlooked-for deliverance at sea, 
is the object of these pages ; which consist of authentic 
and true narratives of the most affecting and thrilling 
description, thrown together without reference to chron- 
ological order. We leave it optional with the reader in 
selecting those which his inclination may first mduce him 
to peruse. Shipwrecks and disasters of that stamp are not 
only read with avidity, but in our opinion, with advantage. 
To rouse the dormant powers ^{ sympathy, — to display 
human nature struggling with adverse fortune, serves at 
once to mend the heart, and to exereise one of its most 
amiable propensities. We participate in the distress which 
we cannot alleviate, till we feel an inclination to lessen the 
mass of ills within our reach. From what admits of no 
cure, we turn our eyes to scenes of calamity now passing, 
or to misfortunes that press with afflictive force on indi- 
vidual9, or bodies of men ; and callous must that Jieart be, 
which imder such impressions would not stretch forth a 
hand to assist or relieve. Let the following pages then, as 
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far as they detail misery, be read with a view of alleviating 
its weight, whenever an opportunity presents itself, and we 
shall not only be entertained, but bettered by their perusal. 
Those by whom danger is held in the greatest dread are 
most apt to magnify its approach, while those familiarized 
with it, undervalue its presence. Thus the narratives of 
seamen are commonly entitled to a greater degree of con- 
fidence than those of others. 

A few brief and interesting notices of countries, or 
incidents connected with the narratives are given. Ship- 
wreck has, of itself, opened a wide field of geographical 
knowledge, and there is little doubt, from the difficulty oi 
release, many unfortunate persons who sailed in quest ot 
their own country, have been incorporated with the savage 
tribes of other shores, and even now may languish in cap- 
tivity. But it must always be a consolation to reflect, that 
there is scarcely any condition, however deplorable, to which 
mankind, by time and circumstances, may not be reconci- 
led. The human mind has been so moulded by nature, 
that former impressions die away, others usurp their place, 
and, in the anxiety of providing for immediate wants, the 
recollection of enjoyments are obliterated. 

It is deeply interesting to the cause of humanity, that 
every one exposed to hazard shall be aware how far he is 
from being destitute. Instances frequently occur, and some 
of them are related here, where a vessel has continued 
sinking down to the decks, menacing the miserable crew 
with instant death, and has then gained her equilibrium in 
the water. Boats of inconsiderable size are capable from 
the same cause of performing voyages infinitely more 
arduous than what is usually credited, of which wonderful 
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greatest calamities which man experiences. Shipwreck is 
never void of danger, frequently of fatal issue, and invari- 
ably productive of regret. It is one against which there is 
least resource ; where patience, fortitude and ingenuity are 
unavailing, except to protract a struggle wiui destiny, 
which, at length, proves irresistible. But amidst the myr- 
iads unceasingly swallowed up by the deep, it is not by the 
numbers that we are to judge of the miseries endured. 
Hundreds may at once meet an instantaneous fate, hardly 
conscious of its approach, while a few individuals mav 
linger out existence, daily in hope of succor, and at length 
be compelled to the horrible alternative of preyinff on each 
other for the support of life. Neither is it by the narra- 
tives about to be given, that we are to calculate on the 
frequency of shipwreck. Let us reflect how many vessels, 
belonging to our own country, disappear, with whose place 
of destination we are fully acquainted, and how numerous 
the lives that certainty discloses are lost, the details of 
whose sufferings are never known but by Him "who 
rideth on the whirlwind and directeth the storm." To 
whom the unsophisticated hopes of the sailor clinff as he 
feels the link that binds him to nature and the earth, about 
to be separated by the stroke of dissolution. And he de- 
scends into a " watery grave " there to remain, 

** Till the last trump calli up all handa again," 

When he will be given up by its depths, and be borne unre- 
sistingly on its bosom to the still distant shores of eternity. 
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RILEY'S NARRATIVE 

Of the Wreck qf the Brig Commerce^ on the Western 
Coa:st of Africa. With an Account of the Suffer- 
ings of the Crew on the Great Desert of Sahara. 




••Irals TtJit ; Mannej of Travelling on the Desert of Sakartu 

The suflerings of Capt. Riley and his unfortunate com- 
rndes will be perused with intense aud painful interest* 
His misfortunes were as great and as various as ever fell to 
the lot of humanity. He truly says, I have drank deep of 
the bitter cup of suiTcring and woe ; have been dragged 
down to the lowest depths of human degradation and 
2 
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iivretchedness ; my naked frame exposed without shelter to 
the scorching skies and chilling night winds of the desert, 
enduring the most excruciating torments, and groaning a 
wretched slave, under the stripes inflicted by the hands of 
barbarous monsters, bearing indeed the human form, but 
unfeeling, merciless, and malignant as.demons ; yet when 
near expiring with my various and inexpressible sufferings ; 
when black despair had seized on my departing soul, amid 
the agonies of the most cruel of all deaths, I cried to the 
Omnipotent for mercy, and the outstretched hand of provi- 
dence snatched me'from the jaws of destruction. Unerring 
wisdom and goodness has since restored me to the comforts 
of civilized life, to the bosom of my family, and to the bles- 
sings of my native land. 

The Brig Commerce, James Riley, commander ; sailed 
from the mouth of Connecticut River, on the 6th of May, 
1815, bound for New Orleans. When in the gulf stream, 
the Brig was drifted out of her course sixty miles in a few 
hours, and touched her keel several times on the S. W. 
part of the Carysford reef ; but received no damage. This 
being the first time in the course of my navigating, that any 
vessel which I was in had struck the bottom unexpectedly, 
I own I was so much surprised and shocked, that my whole 
frame trembled, and I could scarcely believe that what had 
happened was really true. From New Orleans the brig ar- 
rived safely at Gibraltar. While at this place a vessel in a 
quick passage from New York arrived in the bay. The 
Captain told me he was bound up to Barcelona, and that 
if I would go on board his vessel which was standing off 
and on in tSe bay, he would give me a New York Price 
Current. I left the schooner about sunset, when they im- 
mediately filled her sails and fftood on. As we were busy 
in stepping the boat's mast to sail back, a toppling sea 
struck her, and nearly filled her with water ; we all jumped 
instantly overboard, in the hope of preventing her from 
filling, but she filled immediately. Providentially the cap- 
tain of the schooner heard me halloo, though at least a 
mile from us, sent his boat, and saved our nves and our 
boat, which being cleared of water, and it being after dark, 
we returned safe along-side of the brig at ten o'clock at 
night. When the boat filled we were more than three 
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miles from the Rock, in the Gut, where the current would 
have set us into the Mediterranean, and ve must inevita- 
bly have perished before morning, but wc were spared, in 
order to suffer a severer doom, and miseries worse than 
death, on the barbarous shores of Africa. 

We set sail from Gibraltar, on the 23d of Au<5u«?t, 1815, 
intending to go by the way of the Cape de Verd Islands, to 
complete the lading of the vessel with salt. We passed 




Tht Rock of Gifn-attar; The Boat upset. 

Cape Spartel on the.morning of the 24th, giving it a birth 
of from ten to twelve leagues, and steered off to the W. S. 
W. I intended to make the Canary Islands, and pass be- 
tween Teneriffe and Palma, having a fair wind ; but it being 
very thick and foggy weather, though ^ got two obs^va- 
tions at noon, neither could be much depended upo&l On 
account of the fog, we saw no land, and found, by good 
meridian altitudes on the twenty-eighth, that we were in 
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the latitude of 27. 30. N. having differed our latitude by 
the force of cii||ent one hundred and twenty miles ; thus 
passing the Canaries without seeing any of them. I con- 
cluded we must have passed through the intended passage 
without discovering the land on either side, particularly, as 
it was in the night, which was very dark, and black as 
pitch ; nor could I believe otherwise from having had a 
fair wind all the way, and having steered one course ever 
since we left Cape Spartel. Soon after we got an observa- 
tion on the 28th, it became as thick as ever, and the dark- 
ness seemed (if possible) to increase. Towards evening I 
got up my reckoning, and examined it all over, to be sure 
that I had committed no error, and caused the mates to do 
so with theirs. Having thus ascertained that I was correct 
in calculation, I altered our course to S. W. which ought 
to have carried us nearly on the course I wished to steer, 
that is, for the easternmost of the Cape de Verds ; but 
finding the weather becoming more foggy towards night, 
it being so thick that we could scarcely see the end of the 

{'ib-boom, I rounded the vessel to, and sounded with one 
lundred and twenty fathoms of line, but found no bottom, 
and continued on our course, still reflecting on what should 
be the cause of our not seeing land, as I never had passed 
the Canaries before without seeing them, even in thick 
weather or in the night. I came to a determination to 
haul off to the N. W. by the wind at 10 P. M. as I should 
then be by the log only thirty miles north of Cape Basador. 
I concluded on this at nine, and thought my fears had 
never before so much prevailed over my judgment and my 
reckoning. I ordered the light sails to be handed, and the 
steering sail booms to be rigged in snug, which was don^ 
as fast as it could be by one watch, under the immediate 
direction of Mr. Savage. 

We had just got the men stationed at the braces for 
hauling off, as the man at the helm cried " ten o'clock.'' 
Our try-sail boom was on the starboard side, but ready for 
jibing ; the helm was put to port, dreaming of no danger 
near. I had be^ on deck all the evening myself: the 
vessel was running at the rate of nine or ten knots, with a 
very strong breeze, and high sea, when the main boom was' 
Ny Jibed over, and ! at that instant heard a roaring ; the yards 
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were braced up — all hands were called. I imagined at 
first it was a squall, and was near ordering the sails to be 
lowered down ; but I then discovered breakers foaming at 
a most dreadful rate under our lee. Hope for a moment 
flattered me that we could fetch off still, as there was no 
breakers in view ahead : the^.^anchors were made ready ; 
but these hopes vanished in an instant, as the vessel was 
carried by a current and a sea directly towards the break* 
ers, and sh^e ftruck. We let go the best bower anchor ; 
all sails were taken in as fast as possible ; surge after surge 
came thundering on, and drove her in spite of anchors, 
partly with her head ashore. She struck with such vio> 
fence as to start every man from the deck. Knowing there 
was no possibility of saving her, and that she must very 
soon bilge and fill with water, I ordered all the provisions 
we could get at to be brought on deck, in hop^ of saving 
some, and as much water to be drawn from the large casks 
as possible. We staved several quarter casks of wine, and 
filled them with water. Every man worked as if his life 
depended upon his present exertions ; all were obedient 
to every order I gave, and seemed perfectly calm. The 
vessel was stout and high, as she was only in ballast trim ; 
the sea combed over her stern and swept her decks ; bui 
we managed to get the small boat in on deck, to sling her 
and keep her firom staving. We cut away the bulwark on 
the larboard side so as to prevent the boats from staving 
when we should get them out ; cleared away the long-boat 
and hung her in tackles, the vessel continuing to strike 
very heavy, and filling fast. We, however, had secured 
five or six barrels of bread, and three or four of salted pro- 
visions. I had as yet been so busily employed, that no 
pains had been taken to ascertain what distance we were 
from the land, nor had any of us yet seen it, and in the 
meantime all the clothing, chests, trunks, &c. were got up, 
and the books, charts, and sea instruments, were stowed m 
them, in the hope of their being usefiil to us in future. 

The vessel being now nearly full of water, the surf 
making a fair breach over her, and fearing she would go to 

Eieces, I prepared a rope and put it into the small boat, 
aving got a glimpse of the shore, at no great distance, and 
taking Porter with me, we were lowered down cm the lar- 
2* 
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board or lee side of the vessel, where she broke -the vio- 
lence of the sea, and made it comparatively smooth ; we 
shoved off, but on clearing away from the bow of the vessel, 
the boat was overwhelmed with a surf, and we were 
plunged into the foaming surges : we were driven along 
by the current, aided by what the seamen call the under- 
tow, (or recoil of the sea) to the distance of three hundred 
yards to the westward, covered nearly all the time by the 
billows, which, following each other in quick succession, 
scarcely gave us time to catch a breath before we were 
again literally swallowed by them, till at length we were 
thrown, together with our boat, upon a sandy beach. 
After taking breath a little, and ridding our stomachs of 
the salt water that had forced its way into them, my first 
care was to turn the water out of the boat, and haul her up 
out of the reach of the surf. 

We found the rope that was made fast to her still re- 
maining ; this we carried up along the beach, directly to 
leeward of the wreck, where we fastened it to sticks about 
the thickness of handspikes, that bad drifted on the shore 
from the vessel, and which we drove into the sand by the 
help of other pieces of wood. Before leaving the vessel, I 
had directed that all the chests, trunks, and every thing 
that would float should be hove overboard ; this all hands 
were busied in doing. The vessel lay about one hundred 
fathoms from the beach, at high tide. 

In order to save the crew, a hawser was made fast to the 
rope we had on shore, one end of which we hauled to us, 
and made it fast to a number of sticks we had driven into 
the sand for the purpose. It was then tautened on board 
of the wreck and made fast. This being done the long- 
boat (in order to save the provisions already in her) was 
lowered down, and two hands steadied her by ropes fas- 
tened to the rings in her stem and stern posts over the 
hawser, so as to slide, keeping her bow to the surf. In 
this manner they reached the beach, carried on the top of 
a heavy wave. The boat was stove by the violence of 
the shock againsl the beach ; but by great exertions we 
saved the three barrels of bread in her before they were 
much damaged ; and two barrels of salted provisions were 
also saved. 
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We were now four of us, on shore, and busied in picking 
up the clothing and other things which drifted from the 
vessel, and carrying them up out of the surf. It was by 
this time day-light, and higii water ; the vessel careened 
deep off shore, and I made signs to have the masts cut 
away, in the hope of easing her, that she might not go to 
pieces. They were accordingly cut away, and fell on her 
starboard side, making a better lee for a boat alongside the 
wreck, as they projected considerably beyond her bows. 
The masts and rigging being gone, the sea breaking very 
high over the wreck, and nothing left to hold on by, the 
mates and six men still on board, though secured, as well 
as they could be, on the bowsprit and in the larboard fore- 
channels, were yet m imminent danger of being washed off 
by every surge. The long-boat was stove, and it being 
impossible for the small one to live, my great object now 
was to save the lives of the crew by means of the hawser. 
I therefore made signs to them to come, one by one, on 
the hawser, which had been stretched taut for that purpose. 
John Hogan ventured first, and having pulled off his jacket, 
took to the hawser, and made for the shore. When he 
had got clear of the immediate lee of the wreck, every surf 
buried him, combing many feet above his head ; but he 
still held fast by the rope with a deathlike grasp, and as 
soon as the surf was passed, proceeded on towards the 
shore, until another surf, more powerful than the former, 
unclenched his hands and threw *him within our reach ; 
when we laid hold of him, and dragged him to the beach ; 
we then rolled him on the sand, until he discharged the 
salt water from his stomach, and revived. I kept in the 
water up to my chin, steadying myself by the hawser, while 
the surf passed over me, to catch the others as they ap- 
proached, and thus, with the assistance of those already on 
shore, was enabled to save all the rest from a watery grave. 

All hands being landed, our first care was to secure the 
provisions and water ; knowing it was a thirsty barren land. 
We carried them up fifty yards from the water's edge and 
formed a kind of tent over them by means of our oars and 
steering sails. I had fondly hoped we should not be dis- 
covered by any human being on this inhospitable coast. 
But that by repairing our long boat and taking advantage 
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of a calm time we might embark and reach some of the 
Cape de Verds, or some European settlement down this 
coast. 

Bdmg thus employed, we saw a human figure approach 
our stuff, such as clothing, which lay scattered along the 
beach for a mile westward of us. It was a man ! He be- 
gan plundering our clothing. I went towards him with all 
the signs of peace and friendship I could make, but he was 
extremely shy, and made signs to me to keep my distance, 
while he all the time seemed intent on plunder. He was 
unarmed, and I continued to approach him until within 
ten yards. 

He appeared to be about five feet seven or eight inches 
high, and of a complexion between that of an American 
Indian and a negro. He had about him to cover his na- 
kedness, a piece of coarse woollen cloth, that reached from 
below his breast nearly to his knees ; his hair was long and 
budhy, resembling a pitch mop, sticking out every way six 
or eight inches from his head ; his face resembled that of 
an ourang-outang more than a human being ; his eyes were 
red and fiery ; his mouth, which stretched nearly from ear 
to ear, was well lined with sound teeth ; and a long curling 
beard, which descended from his upper lip and chin down 
upon his breast, gave him a most horrid appearance ; and I 
could not but imagine that those well set teeth were sharp- 
ened for the purpose of devouring human flesh ! ! particu- 
larly as I conceived I had before seen, in different parts of 
the world, the human face and form in its most hideous 
and terrific shape. He appeared to be very old, yet fierce 
and vigorous. He was soon joined by two old women of 
similar appearance, whom I took to be his wives. These 
looked a little less frightful, though their two eye-teeth 
stuck out like hog's tusks, and their tanned skins hung in 
loose plaits on their faces and breasts ; but their hair was 
long and braided. 

A girl of from eighteen to twenty, who was not ugly, 
and five or six children, of diflerent ages and sexes, from 
six to sixteen years, were also in company. These were 
entirely naked. They brought with them a good English 
hammer, with a rope lanyard through a hole in its handle. 
It had no doubt belonged to some vessel wrecked on that 
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coast They had also a kind of an axe with them^ and 
some long knives slung on their right sides^ in a sheath sus- 
pended by their necks. They now felt themselves strong, 
and commenced a bold and indiscriminate plundering ot 
every thing they wanted. They broke open trunks, chests, 
and boxes, and emptied them of their contents, carrying 
the clothing on their backs up on the sand-hills, where they 
spread them out to dry. 

They emptied the beds of their contents, wanting only 
the cloth, and were much amused with the flying of the 




jr%« Arabs clothing themstlveSf and plwidering, 
feathers before the wind from my bed. It appeared as 
though they had never before seen such things. 

I had an adventure of silk lace veils and silk handker- 
chiefs: the former, the men, women, and children tied 
round their heads and legs. They all seemed delighted 
with their go<>d fortune. My men were exasperated, and 
wished to take vengeance on the natives for their insolence 
and plundering; but I convinced them of the folly of driv- 
ing, off these wretches, as they would return with aumbers 
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and murder us on the spot. I therefore let them take what 
they pleased, except our water and provisions, which, as 
we could not live without them, I was determined to de- 
fend to the last extremity. On our first reaching the shore, 
I divided one thousand dollars among the men, in hopes it 
would be useful to them in helping them to get released 
from this country, and reach their homes. I now deter- 
mined to mend the long-boat. The wind lulled in the af- 
ternoon, at low water, when a man reached the wreck and 
procured a few nails and a marline-spike, and got safe 
ashore. 

' I found the timbers of the boat in so crazy a state, and 
the nails which held them together, so eaten by the rust, 
that she would not hold together, nor support her weight 
in turning her up, in order to get at her bottom. I tacked 
her timbers together, however, as well as I could, which 
was very imperfectly, as I had bad tools to work with, and 
my crew, now unrestrained by my authority, having broached 
a cask of wine, and taken copious draughts of it, in order 
to dispel their sorrows, were most of them in such a state, 
that, instead of assisting me, they tended to increase my 
embarrassment. We, however, at last got the boat turned 
up, and found that one whole plank was out on each side, 
and very much split. I tacked the pieces in, assisted by 
Mr. Savage, Horace, and one or two more. We chinced 
a Uttle oakum into the seams and splits with our knives, as 
well as we could, and worked upon her until it was quite 
dark. 

Night had now spread her sable mantle over the face of 
nature, the savages had retired, and all was still, except 
the restless and unwearied waves which dashed against the 
deserted wreck, and tumbled among the broken rocks a 
little to the eastward of us, where the high perpendicular 
cliffs, jutting out into the sea, opposed a barrier to their 
violence, and threatened, at the same time, inevitable and 
certain destruction to every ill-fated vessel and her crew 
that should unfortunately approach too near their immove- 
able foundations. These we had only escaped by a few 
rods. From the time the vessel struck to this moment, I 
had been so entirely engaged by the laborious exertions 
which our critical situation demanded, that I had no time 
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for reflection ; but it now rushed like a torrent over my , 
mind, and banished from my eyes that sleep which my fa- 
tigued frame so much required. I knew I was on a bar- 
ren and inhospitable coast ; a tempestuous ocean lay before 
me, whose bosom was continually tossed and agitated by 
wild and furious winds blowing directly on shore ; no ves- 
sel or boat sufficient for our escape, as I thought it impos- 
sible for our shattered long-boat to live at sea, even if we 
should succeed in urging her through the tremendous sur- 
ges that broke upon the shore, with such violence as to 
make the whole coast tremble ; behind us were savage be- 
ings, bearing the human form indeed, but in its most ter- 
rific appearance, whose object I knew, from what had al- 
ready passed, would be to rob us of our last resource, our 
provisions ; and I did not doubt but they would be suffi- 
ciently strong in the morning, not only to accomplish what 
they meditated, but to take our lives also, or to seize upon 
our persons, and doom us to slavery, till death should rid 
us of our miseries. 

This was the first time I had ever suffered shipwreck. I 
had left a wife and five young children behind me, on whom 
I doated, and who depended on me entirely for their sub- 
sistence. My children would have no father's, and perhaps 
no mother's care, to direct them in the paths of virtue, to 
instruct their ripening years, or to watch over them, and 
administer the balm of comfort in time of sickness ; no 
generous friend to relieve their distresses, and save them 
from indigence, degradation, and ruin. These reflections 
harrowed up my soul, nor could I cease to shudder at these 
imaginary evils, added to my real ones, until I was forced 
mentally to exclaim, " Thy ways, great Father of the uni- 
verse, are wise and just ; and what am I ! an atom of dust, 
that dares to murmur at thy dispensations." 

The night passed slowly and tediously away ; when day- 
light at length began to dawn in the eastern horizon, and 
chased darkness before it, not to usher to our view the 
cheering prospect of approaching relief, but to unfold new 
scenes of suffering, wretchedness, and distress. So soon 
as it was fairly light, the old man came down, accompanied 
by his wives and two young men of the same family. He . 
was armed with a spear of iron, having a handle made of 
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two pieces of wood spliced together, and tied with cords. 
The handle was about twelve feet long. This he held bal- 
anced in his hand, above his head, making motions as if to 
throw it at us. He ordered us off to the wreck, pointing 
at the same time to a large drove of camels that were de- 
scending the heights to the eastward of -us, his women run- 
ning off at the same time, whooping and yelling horribly, 
throwing up sand in the air, and beckoning to those who 
had charge of the camels to approach. I ran towards the 
beach, and seized a small spar that lay there, to parry off 
the old man's lance, as a handspike was not long enough. 
He, in the meantime, came to the tent in a fury, where the 
people still were, and by slightly pricking one or two of 
them, and pointing at the same time towards the camels, 
he succeeded in frightening them, which was his object, aa 
he did not wish to call help, lest he should be obliged to 
divide the spoil. The crew all made the best of their way 
to the small boat, while I parried off his spear with my spar, 
and kept him at a distance. He would doubtless have 
hurled it at me, but for the fear of losing it. 

The small boat was dragged to the water, but was filled 
by the first sea. We had no resource except trying to get 
eastward or westward. Abandoning our provisions, we 
tried to retreat eastward, but were opposed by this formid- 
able spear. We could make but little progress, for the old 
man was very active. He would fly from us hke the wind, 
and return with equal speed. The other Arab^ joined with 
the old man, and with them drove us to the shore, while 
the women and children kept up a hideous yelling. We 
now turned over the long-boat, and all embarked for the 
wreck, which we reached with the boat half full of water. 
All hands got on board the wreck except myself and ano- 
ther. We could hardly keep the boat from sinking by 
baling with two buckets. They were now joined by other 
Arabs, armed with cimiters, who came running from the 
eastward. The old man and they hallooed to us, brandish- 
ing their naked weapons and bidding us defiance. The 
old man next came to the beach. With his axe he staved 
in the heads of all our water casks and casks of wines, emp- 
tying their contents into the sand. They then gathered up 
all the trunks, chests, sea instruments, books and charts, 
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and consumed them by fire in a pile. Our provisions and 
water being gone^ we saw no other alternative but to try to 
get to sea in our leaky boat, or stay and be washed off* the 
wreck by the sea. 

We now made preparations to leave the brig, by getting 
a few bottles of wine and some slices of salt pork. No 
water could be procured. Our oars lost, we split a plank 
for oarSy and attempted to shove off; but a surf striking 
the boat, filled her. The sight of our deplorable situation 
seemed to excite pity in itie breasts of the savages who had 
driven us from the shore. They came down to the water's 
edge, bowed themselves to the ground, beckoned us to come 
on shore, making all the signs of peace and friendship they 
could. Finding we would not come on shore, one of them 
ran and fetched a goat skin of water. The old man came 
into the water with it, up to his armpits, and beckoned me 
to come and fetch it and drink. Being thirsty, and finding 
we could not get water any other way, I went, by means 
of the hawser, to the beach, where the old man met me, 
and save me the skin of water, which I curried oif to the 
wreck. This done, he wished to go on b(>ard, and me to 
remain on the beach till his return. S<:eing no possibility 
of escaping but with their assistance. I went on shore, 
where the old man and his companions expressed every 
demonstration of good wilt and peace. I let the old man 
pass to the wrec'c while I remained on the beach. When 
the people hauled the old man on board, I endeavored to 
make them understand that they nuM keep him until I 
was released ; but the noise of the surf prevented their 
hearing me. 

After he had satisfied his curiosity by looking attentively^ 
at every thing he could see, which was nothing more than :: 
the wreck of the contents of the hold noating in her, and 
inquiring for baftas, for fire-arms, and for money, as I af- 
terwards learnt, he came on shore. When lie was near the 
beach, and I about to rise to meet him, I was seized by 
two of the stoutest Arabs, grasping :r.e Lke lions; and at 
that very instant the women and chi dren presented their 
da^ers, knives, and spears to my breast. To strive 
against them were instant death. I was ..bliged to remain 
quiet. The countenances of al! around me assumed the 
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most horrid and malignant . expressions. Hiey gnashed 
their teeth at me, and struck their daggers within an inch 
of every part of my head and body. The young men held 
me fast, while the old one, seizing a sharp cimiter, laid hold 
of my hair at the same instant, as if to cut my throat or 
head off. I concluded my last moments were come. But 
the old man, after drawing the cimiter lightly across the 
collar of my shirt, which he cut a little, released me. 

When the old man had quitted his hold, and I hailed my 
people, their hopes began to revive, and one of them came / 
on the hawser to know what they should do. I told him , 
all the money they had on board must be instantly brought 
on shore. He was in the water, at some distance from me, 
and could not hear, on account of the noise occasioned bjr 
the surf, what I added ; which was for them not to part 
with the money until I should be fairly released. He went 
on board, and all hands hoping to procure my release^ put 
their money, which they still had about them, to the amount 
of about one thousand dollars, into a bucket, and slinging 
it on a hawser. Porter shoved it along before him near the 
beach, and was about to bring it up to the place where I 
sat. With considerable difficulty however I prevented him, 
as the surf made such a roaring that he could not hear me, 
though he was only a few yards distant ; but he at last un- 
derstood my signs, and staid in the water until one of the 
young men went and received it from him. The old man 
had taken his seat alongside of me, and held his cimiter 
pointed at my breast. 

The bucket of dollars was brought and poured into one 
end of the old man's blanket, when he bade me rise and go 
along with them, he and the young men urging me along by 
both arms, with their da^ers drawn before, and the women 
and children behind, with the spear and their knives near 
my back. In this manner they made me go with them over 
the sand drifts, to the distance of three or four hundred 
yards, where they seated themselves and me on the ground. 
The old man proceeded to count and divide the money/ 
He made three heaps of it, counting into each heap by tens, 
and so dividing it exactly ; gave to the two young men one 
third or heap, to bis two wives one third, and kept the other 
to himself. Each secured his and their own port by wrap- 
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of darting his spear through my body, when a surf rolling 
over me, saved my Cfe, and dashed him and his comrade 
on the beach. I was at some distance westward of the 
wreck, but swimming as fast as possible towards her, while 
surf after surf broke in towering heights over me, until I 
was enabled, by almost superhuman exertions, to reach the 
wreck, when I was taken into the boat over the stem by 
the mates and people. I was so far exhausted that I could 
not immediately witness what passed on shore, but was in* 
formed by those who did, that my pursuers stood motion- 
less on the beach, at the edge of the water, until I was 
safe in the boat ; that they then ran towards poor Antonio, 
and plunffing a spear into his body near his left breast 
downwards, laid him dead at their feet. They then picked 
up what things remained, and made off altogether. I saw 
them dragging Antonio's lifeless trunk across the sand-hills, 
and felt an inexpressible pang, that bereft me for a moment 
of all sensation, occasioned by a suggestion that to me 
alone his massacre was imputable ; but on my recovery, 
when I reflected there was no other means whereby my 
own life could have been preserved, and, under Providence, 
the lives of ten men who had been committed to my charge, 
I concluded I had not done wrong ; nor have I since had 
occasion to reproach myself for wing the innocent cause 
of his destruction ; nor did any of my surviving shipmates, 
though perfectly at liberty so to do, ever accuse me on this 
point ; from which I have an undoubted right to infer that 
their feelings perfectly coincided with mine on this melan- 
choly occasion. 

Hc>8tilities had now commenced, and we could not doubt 
but the merciless ruffians would soon return in force, and 
when able to overpower us, would massacre us all as they 
had already done Antonio. The wind blowing strong, and 
the surf breaking outside and on the wreck twenty or thirty 
feet high, the hope of getting to sea in our crazy long-boat 
was inde^ but faint She had been thumping alongside 
the wreck and on a sand-bank all day, and wrimed like an 
old basket, taking in as much water as two men constantly 
employed with buckets could throw out. The deck and 
outside of the wreck were fast going to pieces, and the 
other parts could not hold together long. The tides (by 
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ll>eing low), together with the sand-bar that had been 
formed by the washing of the sea from the t)oiv of the 
wreck to the beach, had very much lessened the danger of 
oommunicating with the shore during the day, but it was 
now returning to sweep every thing from the wreck, aided 
by the wind, Which blew a gale on shore every night. To 
remain on the wreck, or to go on shore, was almost certain 
death. The boat could no longer be kept afloat alongside ; 
and being without provisions or water, if we should put to 
sea, we must soon perish. We had neither oars nor rudder 
to the boat, nor compass nor quadrant to djrect her course; 
but as it was our only chance, I resolved to try and get to 
sea ; expecting, nevertheless, that we should be swallowed 
up by the first surf, and launched into eternity altogether. 

In the first place a man was sent on shore to get the two 
broken oars that were still lying there, while I made my 
way into the hold in search of fresh water. I dove in at 
the hatchvvay which was c^overed with water, and found 
after coming up under the deck on the larboard side, as I 
expected, just room enough to breathe, and to work among 
the floating casks, planks, and wreck of the hold. After 
much labor, I found a water-cask partly full and the bung 
tight. After much trouble a small keg was«filled, and a 
good drink given to all hands. The man now returned 
with the oars, and he also went of his own accord and gojt 
the bag of dollars. We got the small boat's sails into ih« 
boat, with a spar .that would do for a mast, and the brig's 
fore-topmast-staysaiK the keg of water, a few pieces of sab 
pork, a live pig weighing about twenty pounds, and a few 
damaged figs. Every thing being now ready, I endeavorr 
ed to encourage the crew, representing to them that it was 
better to be swallowed up altogether ttian to sulSer ourselves 
to be massacred by the savages. 

As we surveyed the dangers that surrounded us, wav6 
followed wave, breaking with a dreadful crash just outsido 
of us, and there appeared no possibility.of getting safely 
beyond the breakers, without a particular interference of 
Providence in our favor; The particular interferencie of 
Providence in any case, I had always before doubtedj 
Every one trembled with dreadful apprehension, and each 
imagined that the moment we ventared past the vessel t 
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Stern woald be his last. I then said, '' let us pull off our 
hats, my shipmates and companions in distress." It was 
done in an instant^ when lifting up my eyes and my soul 
toward heaven, I exclaimed, '' great Creator and preserver 
of the Universe, who now seest our distresses, we pray thee 
to spare our Uves, and permit us to pass through this over- 
whelming surf to the open sea ; but if we are doomed to 
perish, thy will be done ; we commit our souls to the mer- 
cy of thee our God, who gave them ; and O ! universal 
Father, protect and preserve our widows and children." 

The winds, as if by Divine command, at this very moment 
cease4 to blow. We hauled the boat out ; the dreadful 
surges that were nearly bursting upon us, sudaenly sub- 
sided, making a path for our boat about twenty yards wide, 
through which we rowed her out as smoothly as if she had 
been on a river in a calm, whibt on each side of us, and 
not more than ten yards distant, the surf continued to 
break twenty feet high, and with unabated fury. We had 
to row nearly a mile in this manner ; all were fiilly con- 
vinced that we were saved by the immediate interpositbn 
of Divine Providence in this particular instance, and all 
joined in returning thanks to the Supreme Being for this 
mercy.. As soon as we reached the open sea, and had 
gained some distance from^the wreck, the surf returned 
combing behind us with the same force as on each side of 
the boat. We next fitted the mast, and set the small boat's . 
mainsail. 

The wind veered to the eastward, so that we were ena- 
bled to fetch past the point of the Cape, though the boat 
had neither keel nor rudder. It was sunset when we got 
out, and night coming on, the wind as usual increased to 
a gale before morning, so that we expected to be swallowed 
up every moment. We had no compass to guide us, no 
rudder to steer our crazy boat. After a consultation it was 
resolved to keep to sea instead of returning to the cruel 
shores again. After two days of stormy weather, on the 
31st it became more moderate, but the weather was very 
thick and hazy. Our pig being nearly dead for the want 
of water, we killed it, taking care however to save his 
blood, which we divided among us and drank, our thirst 
having become almost insupportable. We iJso divided the 
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pig's liver, intestines, &c. between us, and ate some of 
them Cas they were fresh,) to satisfy, in some degree^ our 
thirst. Thus this day passed >away : no vessel was yet seen 
to relieve us. We had determined to save our urine for 
drink, which we accordingly did in some empty bottles, 
and found great relief from the use of it ; for being obliged 
to labor hard by turns to keep the boat above water, our 
thirst was much more severely felt than if we had remain- 
ed still. The night came on very dark and lowering ; the 
sky seemed big with an impending tempest. The wind 
blew hard from the N. E. and before midnight the sea 
combed into the boat in such quantities as several times to 
fill her more than halffuIK All hands were employed in 
throwing out the water with hats and other things, each 
believing his final hour had at length arrived, and expecting 
that every approaching surge would bury him forever in a 
watery grave. 

The boat racked like an old basket, letting in water at 
every seam and split, her timbers working out or breaking 
off; the nails I had put in while last on shore were kept 
from entirely drawing out, merely by the pressure of the 
water acting on the outside of the boat. Sharp flashes of 
lightning caused by heat and vapor, shot across the gloom, 
rendering the scene doubly horrid. 

Day came on amidst these accumulated horrors ; it was 
the Ist of September ; thirst pressed upon us, which we 
could only allay by wetting our mouths twice a day with 
a few drops of wine and water, and as many times with our 
urine. 

The wind continued to blow hard all this day, and the 
succeeding night with great violence, and the boat to work 
and leak in the same manner as before. Worn down with 
fatigues and long-continued hunger and thirst, scorched by 
the burning rays of the sun, and no vessel appearing to save 
us; our water fast diminishing, as well as our strength, 
every hope of succor by meeting with a vessel entirely fail- 
ed me, so that in the afternoon of tiie 2d of September, I 
represented to my companions, that as we were still alive, 
after enduring so many trials, it was my advice to put 
aboiit and make towards the coast again ; that if we con- 
tinued at sea we must inevitably perish, and that we could 
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but perish in returning lowanis the land ; that we might 
still exist four or five days longer, by the means of the 
water and provisions that remained, and that it might be 
the will of Providence to send us on the coast where our 
vessel had been wrecked, and wlicre means were perhaps 
prepared to bring about our deliverance and restoration to 
our country and our families. All seemed convinced tliat 
it was so, and ve immei! lately put about with a lind of 
cheerfulness I had not o served in any countenance since 
oux first disaster. 

On the mornin; of the 7lh we i!i<( overed land and con- 
tinued to approach it, drivinj; along to the soutnward by a 
swift current, roaring like a stron;; tide in a narrow, rocky 
passage, until sunset. The surf was breaking high amonff 
the rocks near the shore ; wt^ were now very near the land, 
and seeing a small spot thtit Lore t!ie appearance of a sand 
beach, we made towards it. We w< re carried on the top 
of a tremendous wave, so as to be hich and dry when the 
surf retired, on a little piece o! s nd beach. Without us, 
and in the track we came, numerous fragments of rock 
showed their craggy heads, over \\\n&\ the surf foamed at 
it retired with a dreadful roaring. We got out of the boat 
and carried up the little remains of our water and provi- 
sions, and night coming on we were busy in preparing a 
place in the sand to lie en. After vetting our mouths 
with water, and eating a few slices of por!<, we laid down 
to rest. 

On the morning of September the Sth, as soon as it was 
Ught, being much refreshed by our undisturbed sleep, we 
agreed to leave all we had that was cumbrous or h^vy^ 
and try to ma^;e our way to the eastward, in hopes of find- 
ing a place, whilst we ha<l strength yet remaining, to dig 
for water, or to get to the surface of the land above us, 
where we hoped to find some herbage or vegetable juice 
to allay, in some degree, our burning thirst, which was now 
rendered more grievous than ever, by our eating a few 
muscles that were found on the rocks, and extremely salt. 
?Iavin^ agreed to keep together, and to render each other 
mutual assistance, we divided amongst us the little water 
we had, every one receiving his share in a bottle, in order 
to preserve it as long as possible ,' then taking a small piece 
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t)r two of pork, which we slung on our backs, either in a 
spare shirt or a piece of canvass, leaving all our clothes 
but those we had on, and our jackets, we bent our way to- 
wards the east. I had, before starting, buried the bag of 
dollars and induced every man to throw away every one 
he had about him, as I was convinced that money had been 
the cause of our former ill treatment, by tempting the na- 
tives -to practice treacherous and cruel means, in order to 
extort it from us. We proceeded now, as well as we were 
able, along close to the water's side. 

The land was either nearly perpendicular or jutting over 
our heads, rising to the height of from five to six hundred 
feet, and we were forced to climb over masses of sharp and 
craggy rocks, from two to three hundred feet in height ; 
then to descend again by letting ourselves down from rock 
to rock, until we reached the water's edge ; now waiting 
for a surf to retire, while we rushed one by one past a steep 
point up to our necks in the water, to the rocks more favo* 
rable on the other side, where by clinging fast hold, wc 
kept ourselves from being washed away by the next surf, 
until with each other's assistance, we clambered up beyond 
the reach of the greedy billows. The beating of the ocean, 
and the force of the currents against this coast, had under 
mined the precipices in such a manner that vast masse<> 
of rocks, gravel, and sand, had given way and tumbled t y 
the shore. Rocks falling on rocks had formed chasm *, 
through which we were forced to pass at times for a lonf; 
distance, and surmounting one obstacle seemed only tr 
open to our view another, and a more dangerous one. At 
one place we were obliged to climb along on a narro^v 
ledge of rocks, between forty and fifty feet high, and not 
more than eight inches broad ; those at our backs were 
perpendicular, and a little higher up, huge pieces that had 
been broken off from near the surface, and stopped on their 
way down by other fragments, seemed to totter, as if on a 
pivot, directly over oor heads ; while the least slip must 
have plunged us into the fi^ightful abys3 below, where th^-. 
foaming surges would instantly have dashed us to pieces 
against the rocks. Our shoes were nearly all worn off ; 
our feet were lacerated and bleeding ; the rays of the sun 
beating on our emaciated bodies^ heated them, we thought^ 
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nearly to dissolution ; and under these towering cliffs there 
was not a breath of air to fan our almost boiling blood. 1 
bad^ in crawling through one of the holes l^tween the 
rocks, broke my bottle and spilled the little water it con- 
tluned, and my tongue cleaving to the roof of my mouth, 
Was as useless as a dry stick, until I waa enabled to loosed 
it by a few drops of my more than a doxen times distilled 
urine. ' 

Thus passed this day with us, and when night came on 
it brought with it new distresses. We had advanced along 
the coast not more than about four miles (his day, with all 
the exertion we were capable of, without finding any change 
for the better in our local situation, whilst our strength was 
continually diminishing, and no circumstance occurred to 
revive our hopes. 

We spent the two succeeding days in clambering among 
the rocks under the hi^h cliffs, suffering from hunger ; and, 
after unremitting exertions, we found a place by which we 
ascended to the plain above, where no object was seen as 
far as the eye could reach ; not a tree, shrub, or spear of 
grass, that might give the smallest relief to expiring nature, 
We travelled along the edge of the cliff. A little after 
sunset f was encouraging the men to proceed, when cue 
exclaimed, ^' I think I see a light.*' It was the light of a 
fire. 

Joy thrilled through my veins like the electric spark ; 
hope again revived me. We determined to wait till morn- 
ing before presenting ourselves to the Arabs. All agreed 
to go forward and meet the natives on the morning of Sep- 
tember 10th. As soon as they discovered us ihey can.e 
running towards us in the most frantic manner, with drawn 
cimiters, and stripped us amid the most frantic yells. A 
great strife ensued between the savages with respect to di* 
viding the plunder and prisoners. They cut each other in 
the most horrid manner with their cimiters, so that the 
blood ran down in streams. After watering the camels 
and loading them, preparations being concluded, the Arabs 
departed for the interior. We were forced to walk and 
drive the camels, while the sand was so soft and yielding 
We sunk up to our knees every step. Thus we mounted 
the siand-hills. The blazing heat of the sun's* rays darting 
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on our naked bodies and reflected from the sand ; the 
sharp, craggy rocks and stones that cut our feet and legs 
to the bone, in addition to our excessive weakness, which 
the dysentery had increased, rendered our passage up 
through this chasm or hollow so severe, that we were al- 
most deprived of life. I was obliged to stop in the sand, 
until by the application of a stick to my sore back by our 
drivers, I was forced up to its level And there they made 
the camels lie down and rest. 

The Arabs had been much amused in observing our dif- 
ficulty in ascending the height, and kept up a laugh while 
they were whipping us forward. Their women and chil- 
dren were on foot as well as themselves, and went up with- 
out the smallest difficulty or inconvenience, though it was 
extremely hard for the camels to mount ; and before they 
got to the top they were covered with sweat and froth. 
Having now selected five camels for the purpose, one for 
each of us, they put us on behind the humps, to \#iich we 
were obliged to cling by grasping the long hair with both 
hands. The back bone of the one I was on was only cov- 
ered with skin, and as sharp as the edge of an oar's blade ; 
his belly, distended with water, made him perfectly -smooth, 
leaving no projection of the hips to keep me from sliding 
ofi* behind ; and his back or rump being as steep as the 
roof of a house, and so broad across as to keep my legs ex- 
tended to their utmost stretch. I was in this manner slip- 
ping down to his tail every moment. I was forced how- 
ever to keep on, while the camel, rendered extremely res- 
tive at the sight of his strange rider, was all the time 
running about among the drove, and making a most woful 
bellowing ; and as they have neither bridles, halters, or an;^ 
thing whereby to guide or govern them, all I had Jo do was ' 
to stick on as well as I could. 

The Arabs, both men and women, were very anxious to 
know where we had been thrown on shore, whether to the 
eastward or westward* and being satisfied by me on thi^ 
point, so soon as they had placed us on the camels, and 
given the women directions how to steer, they mounted 
each his camel, seated themselves[^ on the small round sad- 
dle, and then crossing their legs on the animals shoulders, 
set .off to the westward at a great trot, leaving us under 
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the care of the women, some of whom were on foot, and 
urged the camels forward as fast as they could run. The 
heavy motions of the camel, not like that of a small vessel 
in a heavy head-beat sea, were so violent, aided by the 
sharp back-bone, as soon to excoriate certain parts of my 
naked body. The inside of my legs and thighs were also 
dreadfully chafed, so that the blood dripped from my heels, 
while the intense heat of the sun had scorched and blistered 
our bodies and the outside of our legs, so that wc were 
covered with sores, and without any thing to administer 
relief. Thus bleedings and smarting under the most ex- 
cruciating pain, we continued to advance in a south-east 
direction on a plain, flat, hard surface of sand, gravel, and 
rock, covered with small, sharp stones. 

It seemed as if our bones would be dislocated at every 
step. Hungry and thirsty, the night came on, and no in- 
dication of stopping; the coM night wind began to blow, 
chilling our blood, which ceased to tricMe down our lace- 
rated legs ; but although it saved our blood, yet acting on 
oar blistered skins, it increased our pains beyond descrip- 
tion. We begged to be permitted to get ofl*, but the wo- 
men paid no attention to our entreaties, intent only on get- 
ting forward. We designedly slipped off the camels when 
going at a full trot, risking to break our necks by the fall, 
and tried to excite their compassion to get a drink of water 
(which they call sherub) ; but they paid no attention to 
our prayers, and kept the camels running faster than before. 

This was the first time I had attempted to walk bare- 
footed since I was a schoolboy. We were obliged to keep 
up with the camels, running over the stones, which were 
nearly as sharp as gun flints, and cutting our feet to the 
bone at eyery step. It was here that my fortitude and phi- 
losophy failed to support me. I cursed my fate aloud, and 
wished I had rushed into the sea before I gave myself up 
to these merciless beings in human form. It was now too 
late. I would have put an immediate end to my 'existence, 
but had neither knife nor any other weapon with which to 
perform the deed. I searched for a stone, intending, if I 
could find a loose one sufliciently large, to knock out my 
own brains with it; but searched in vain. This paroxysm 
passed off in a minute or two, when reason returned ; and 
4* 
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I recollected that my life was in the hand of the power 
that gave it, and that ^* the Judge of all the earth would 
do right." Then running with all my remaining might, I 
soon came up with the camels, regardless of my feet and 
pain, and felt perfectly resigned and willing to submit to 
the will of Providence and the fate that awaited me. 

At daylight (Sept. 13th) we were called on to proceed. 
The females struck thefr tents, and packed them on cam- 
els, together with all their stuff. They made us walk and 
keep up with the camels, though we were so stiff and sore 
all over, that we could scarcely refrain from crying out at 
every step ; such was our agony — still pursuing our route 
to the south-east. In the course of the morning I saw 
Mr. Williams. He was mounted on a camel, as we bad 
all been the first day, and had been riding with the drove 
about three hours. I hobbled along towards him; bis 
camel stopped, and I was enabled to take him by the 
hand ; he was still entirely naked ; his skin had been burned 
off; his whole body was so exceedingly inflamed and 
swelled, as well as his face, that I only knew him by his 
voice, which was very feeble. He told me he had been 
obliged to sleep naked in the open air every night ; that 
his life was fast wasting away amidst the most dreadful 
torments; that he could not live one day more in such 
misery; that his mistress had taken pity on him, and 
anointed his body that morning with butter or grease. 
" But," said he, " I cannot live. Should you eVer get 
clear of this dreadful place, and be restored to your 
country, tell my dear wife that my last breath was spent in 
prayers for her happiness." He could say no more ; tears 
choked his utterance. His master arrived at this time, and 
drove on his camel, and I could only say to him, '' God 
Almighty bless you," as I took a last look at him, and for- 
got, for a moment, while contemplating his extreme dis- 
tress, my own misery. His camel was large, and moved 
forward with veiy heavy motions. As he went from me I 
could see the inside of his legs and thighs — they hnns in 
strings of torn and cha&d nesh — the blood was trickling 
down the sides of the camel, and off his feet — " My God !" 
I cried, ** suffer me not to live longer in such tortures." 
In this way, sometimes riding, sometimes walking, we 
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continued to wander over the desert in different direotions, 
suffbring intensely from the heat of the sun by day and the 
cold winds by night. Receiving no nourishment during 
this period except a little camel's milk (about half a pint 
per day,) hunger had preyed upon my companions to such 
a degree, as to cause them to bite off the flesh from their 
arms^ I was- forced, in one instance, to tie the arms of 
one of: my men behind him ; and, in another instance, two 
of them' having caught one of the boys, a lad about four 
years old, out of sight of the tents, were about dashing his 
brainsout with a stone, for the purpose of eating his flesh, 
when luckily I came up, and rescued the child from their 
voracity. They were so frantic with hunger as to insist 
upon having one meal of his flesh, when they would die 
Av^iilingly^ At length, on the Slst, about the middle of the 
day, two strangers arrived, riding two camels loaded with 
good». Their names were Sidi Hamet and Seid, from the. 
confines of Morocco^ Hamet was fortunately on his wav 
to Morocco ; and, after much debate and altercation with 
the owners, he succeeded inpurchasing five of the wretch- 
ed sufferers, Riley, Savage, Horace, Clark, and Burns, with 
a view of carrying them to Swearah, or Mogadore, where 
Captain Riley assured him they would be redeemed the 
moment they arrived. This stipulation was confirmed to 
the satisfaction of Hamet, after having exacted from Riley 
the most solemn protestations that he spoke the truth, as- 
suring him that if it proved otherwise, his own life, and 
the perpetual slavery of his companions, would be the for- 
feit. Sidi Hamet's means did not allow him to purchase 
any more of the crew, and they were left behind, scattered « 
in different parts of the desert. The sufferers had no rea* 
son to regret their change of masters. Hamet was com- 
paratively a humane man. He bought an old camel, nearly 
dead with age, which he killed, and allowed them a boun- 
tiful repast on its blood and entrails. He made shoes for 
them of its skin, and gave each a piece of an old blanket, 
or goat's skin, to protect him fi^m the sun. Thus clad 
and refreshed, they started on their northern tour aeross 
the desert. Several incidents of great interest occurred. 
The company consisted of Sidi Hamet, Seid, a young 
Arab, the five prisoners, and three camels. They began 
their march about the first of October. 
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In a few days, they arrived in a part of the desert, 
which was very sandy ; so that the people sunk in nearly 
up to their knees at each step — ^this sand was scorching 
hot. The camels were stopped. And all of us mounted 
on them, when on their rising up, we saw before us vast 
numbers of immense sand hills, stretching as far as the 
eye could reach from the north to the south, heaped up 
in a most terrific manner ; we soon arrived among them, 
and were struck with horror at the sight : huge mountains 
of loose sand piled up like drifted snow, towered two hun- 
dred feet above our heads on every side, and seemed to 
threaten destruction to our whole party ; the loose sands 
blew before the trade winds, catting our flesh like hail 
stones, and very often covering us from each other's sight 
while the gusts (which followed each other in quick suc- 
cession) were rushing by. 

After a painful march on the desert we came in siffht 
of the ocean, about the middle of October, and travelled 
along the coast. On the 17th, the black tops of high 
mountains appesu*ed in the distant horizon to the. eaift- 
ward. We soon came to cultivated land. 

October the 22d, we went forward, driving our own. 
camels only ; as Hassan had taken the young one, we had 
but three remaining ; so we rode by turns, crossing the 
deep hollows which had been worn down by the rams or 
other causes, until afternoon, when we were forced to have 
recourse to the sea-beach to get past one of these deep 
places, whose sides were so steeB as to render a passage 
down it impracticable. When we^ gained the beach, we 
found ourselves on a narrow strip of land, which was th^a 
dry, the tide being out; this extended in length eight or 
ten miles, but from the water's edge to the perpendicular 
clifis on our right, not more than ten yards : these clifis 
appeared to be one hundred and ^fty feet in height 
When we came to the sea water I went into it ; and let a 
surf wash over me, that I might once more feel its refresh- 
ing effects ; but my master, fearing I diould be carried 
away by the receding waves, told me not to go near them 
again. As we proceeded dong this narrow beach, and 
had passed over half its length, tne huge cliffs overhanging 
us on our right, with the ocean on our left, just as wt 
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were turning a point, we observed four men, armed each 
with a musket and cimiter, spnng from beneath the jut- 
ting rocks, to intercept our march. Our masters were at 
this time on their camels, but they instantly leaped off, at 
the same time unsheathing their guns : to retreat would 
betray fear, and lead to inevitable destruction — so they 
determined to advance, two against four, and Sidi Hamet, 
though in so weak a state as to be thought incapable of 




hUerruption qfthe Party hy swne wild Arabt. 

walking before he saw these men, now ran towards them 
with his musket in his hand, while Seid, that cruel cow- 
ard, lagged behind so true it is, that the most generous 

and humane men are always the most courageous. The 
foe was but a few paces from us, and stood in a line across 
the beach— Sidi Hamet holding his gun ready to fire — 
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demanded if it was peace ? while he eyed their countenan- 
ces to see if they were deceitful— one of them answered, 
** it is peace/' and extended his hand to receive that <^ 
Sidi Hamet, w4io gave him his right hand, suspecting no 
treachery, but the fellow grasped it fast, and would have 
shot him and* Seid in a moment, but at this critical junc- 
ture^ two of Hassan's men came in sisht, running like the 
wind towards us, with each a good double-barrelled gun 
in his hand, all ready to fire ; the robbers saw them as 
tiiey turned the point, and the fellow who had seized Sidi 
Hamet's hand, instantly let go, turning the affair off with 
a loud laugh, and saying, he only did it to frighten him : 
his excuse was deemed sufficient, merely because our men 
did not feel themselves sufficiently strong to resent the 
insult, and we proceeded on ; but these fellows, who were 
very stout and active, hovered around us, slaves, endeav- 
oring to separate us from our masters, as it appeared, in 
the hope of seizing on us as their own — ^which Sidi Hamet 
observing, ordered me with my men to keep close to the 
camels' heels, while he and his company (now strong, 
though none of them armed with cimiters) kept between 
us and the banditti. When they found our masters too 
vigihmt for them, they took French leave of us, and ran 
along the beach' with incredible swiftness, chasing each 
other, and taking up and throwing stones, that I should 
suppose would weigh from six to eight pounds, with a jerk 
that made them whiz through the air like cannon balls. 
They threw them against the cUfTs of rocks, which resound- 
ed with the blow ; and many of the stones were dashed to 
pieces as they struck. I could see the marks they aimed 
at, and that the stones went with great precision, as well 
as force. I had before no idea that it was possible for men 
to acquire by practice such an enormous power of arm ; 
for they threw these stones with such velocity, that I am 
convinced they would have killed a man at the distance of 
fifty yards at least. 

Soon after this event the brothers drove off some cam- 
els, which they were obliged to restore. Their disappoint- 
ment produced a terrific quarrel about the division of their 
slaves. They clenched each other like lions ; and with 
fiiry in their looks, each tried to throw the other to the 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



RILEY S DELIVERANCE. 



51 



said, * Come, my friends, let us go to the city ; my bouse 
is already prepared for your reception.' — The mules were 
led up, and we were again placed on them and rode ofl 
slowly towards Mogadore," 

Mr. Willtshire conducted them to his house, on their 
arrival at Mogadore, had them all washed, clothed, and 
fed, and spared no pains nor expense in procuring every 
comfort, and in administering with his own hand, night 
and day, such refreshments as their late sufferings and 
debility required. Of the miserable condition to which 
these unfortunate men had been reduced, one act will wit- 
ness. "At the iubtance of Mr. Wilit^ihlre," says Capt. Riley, 
" I was weighed, and fell short of ninety pounds, though 
my usual weight for the last ten years had been over two 
hundred ponnds ; the weight of my companions was less 
than I dare to mention, for I apprehend it \fould not be 
believed thfft the bodies of men. retaining tkc vital spark, 
should not have weighed forty pounds !" 




The Kest of Hit Ostrich. 
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LOSS OF THE 

CENTAUR MAN-OF-WAR, 

fVhkh foundered in the Atlantic Ocean, in Septem- 
hevy 1782. 




The greatest naval catastrophe that ever arose from- the 
violence of the elements, occurrM to the fleet under the 
oommand of Admiral Graves, in August, 1782. All tfa(; 
trophies of Lord Rodney's victory, except the Ardent^ 
perished in the storm ; two British ships of the line foun- 
dered ; an incredible number of merchantmen under con> 
voy were lost ; and the number of lives that perished 
exceeded three thousand. Among the vessels which suf 
fered most in the dreadful storm, was the Centaur man- 
of-war, commanded by Captain Inglefield. 

The Cwtaur left Jamaica rather in a leaky condition 
keeping two hand-pumps goin^, and, when it blew fresh 
sometimes a spell at the chmn-pump. But I had nc 
apprehension that she was unable to encounter a commo^^ 
gale of wisd* 

A storm came on in the evening of the 16th of Septent 
ber, 1782^ when the ship was prepared for the worr' 
weather usually occuning^in the same latitudes ; the main- 
8idl was reefed and set, tbte top-gallant-masts strudi, and 
though it did not at that time blow very strong, the mizetv 
yard was lowered down. 

But towards night it blew a gale of wind, and the shij^ 
mad9 so much water it was necessary to turn all hands n'v 
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to the pumps. The leak continuing to increase, 1 enter* 
tained thoughts of trying the ship before the sea, and, 
happy should I probably have been in doing so, but the 
impropriety of leaving the convoy except in the last ex- 
tremity, and the hopes of the weather growing moderate, 
weighed against the opinion of its being right. 

About two in the morning the wind lulled, and we 
flattered ourselves that the gale was breaking. Soon after 
there was much thunder and lightning from the south-east, 
with rain, when strong gusts of wind besan to blow, 
which obliged me to haul up the mainsail, the ship being 
then under bare poles. Scarce was this done, when a 
gust, exceeding in violence every thing of the kind I had 
ever seen, or could conceive, laid the ship on her beam- 
ends. The Water forsook the hold and appeared between 
decks, so as to fill the men's hammocks to leeward, the 
ship lay motionless, and, to all appearance, irrecoverably 
overset. The water fast increasing, forced through the 
cells of the ports, and scuttled the ports themselves 
inwards, from the pressure of the ship. Immediate direc- 
tions were given to cut away the main and mizen-mastSi 
trusting, when the ship righted, to be able to wear her. 
On cutting one or two Ian-yards, the mizen-mast went 
first over, but without producing the smallest efiect on the 
ship, and, on cutting the lanyard of one shroud, the main- 
mast followed. I had next the mortification to see the 
foremast and bowsprit also go over. On this the ship 
Immediately righted, with great violence, and the motion 
was so quick that it was difficult for the mefa to work the 
pumps. Three guns broke loose on the main deck, which 
it took some time to secure. In attempting to do so sev- 
eral men were maimed, and every moveable was destroyed, 
either by shot thrown loose from the lockers, or the wreck 
of the deck. The officers, who had left their beds naked 
in the morning when the ship overset, had not* an article 
of clothes to put on, nor could their friends supply them. 

Befofe the masts had been ten minutes over the side, I 
was informed that the tiller had broke short in the rudder- 
head, and, before the chocks could be placed, the rudder 
itself was gone. Thus we lay, at the mercy of the wind 
and sea, under accumulated disasters. Yet I had one 
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comfort, in finding that the pumps, if any thing, reduced 
the water in the hold, and, as the noorning of the 17tb 
advanced, the weather became more moderate. 

At day-light I saw two line-of- battle ships to leewiard, 
one of which had lost her mainmast, and the other her 
foremast and bowsprit. It was the general opinion on 
board, that the latter was the Canada, and the former the 
Glorieux. The Ramillies was not in sight, and only about 
fifteen sail of merchantmen. 

About seven in the morning, another line-of- battle ship 
was seen ahead, which I scon distinguished to be the Ville 
de Paris, with all her masts standing. I immediately 
ordered a signal of distress to be made, by hoisting the 
ensign on the stump of the mizen-mast union downwards, 
and firing one of the forecastle guns. BiK the ensign, 
which was the only one we had remaining, blew away 
soon after being hoisted ; however, I had the satisfaction 
of seeing the Ville de Paris wear and stand towards us. 
Several of the merchant ships also approached, and those 
that could, hailed us, and offered their assistance. De- 
pending on the king's ship, I only thanked them, desiring, 
if they joined Admiral Graves, to acquaint him with our 
condition. I had not the smallest doubt of the Ville de 
Paris coming to us, as she appeared not to have suffered 
in the least by the storm, and, having seen her wear, we^ 
knew that she was under government of her helm. At' 
this time also the weather was so moderate that the mer- 
chantmen set their topsails. But the Ville de Paris ap- 
proaching within two miles to windward, passed us, which 
being observed by one of the merchantmen, she wore, and 
came under our stern, offering to carry any message to 
her. I desired the master to acquaint Captain Wilkinson 
that the Centaur had lost her rudder, as well as her masts, 
that she made a great deal of water, and I requested him 
to remain with her until the weather became moderate. 
I afterwards saw this merchantman approach near enough 
to speak with the Ville de Paris, but I fear that thp condi- 
tion of the latter was much worse than it appealed to be, 
as she continued on the same tack. 

^Meantime all the quarter-deck guns wete. thrown over- 
bear J, and the whole of thoge, except six which had aver- 
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fresh leak* Another sail had been thrumming all nighl), 
and I was giving directions to place it over the bows, when 
I perceived the ship settling by the head, the lower-deek 
bow-ports being even with the water. 

Every time of visiting the hatchway I observed that the 
water had increased, and at noon- it washe(l even with the 
orlop-deck. The carpenter assured me that the ship 
could not swim long, and proposed making rafts to float 
the ship's company, whom it was not in my power to 
encourage any longer with a prospect of s^ty. Some 
appeared perfectly resigned, went to their hammocks and 
desired their nuessmates to lash them in ; others were 
securing themselves to gratings and small rafts ; but the 
most predominant idea, was that of putting on their best 
and cleanest clothes. 

During the course of these preparations, the ship v&s 
gradually sinking, the orlop-deck having been blown vp 
by the water in the hold, and the cables floated to the 
gun-deck. The men had for some time quitted their 
-occupatioA of bailing, and the ship was left to her fate« 

As evening approached the ship seemed little more than 
suspended in the water. There was no certainty that she 
would swim from one minute to another ; and the love of 
life, which I believe was never exhibited later in the ap- 
proach of death, now began to level all distinctiorar. It 
was impossible, indeed, for any man to deceive himself 
with the hopes of being saved on a raft in such a sea ; 
besides, it was probable that the ship in sinking, would) 
to a certain surrounding distance, carry every thing down 
with her in a vortex. 

It was near five o'clock, when cowing from my cabio, 
I observed a number of people gi|4ng very anxiously o^r 
the side ; and looking myself, I saw that several men hari 
ibrced the pinnace, and that more were attempting to get 
in. I had thoughts of securing this boat befwe she might 
be sunk by numbers; there appeared not a miMneatiMi 
consideration ; to remain and perisrh with the ship's cokn- 
pany, to whom I could no longer be of any use, or seiaes 
the opportunity, which seemed the wily one of emaping; 
and leave the people with whom, on a variety of ecessmns 
i hnd been so wdll satisfied, that I thought I codd give 
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my life to preserve them. This was indeed a painful con • 
flBct, and of which, I believe, no man can form a just ni^^a , 
who has not been placed in a similar situation. 

The love of life prevailed; I called to Mr. Rainy tizc 
master, the only officer on deck, desired him to follow n -, 
and immediately descended into the boat at the after pari 
of the chains. But it was not without great difficulty that 
we got her clear of the ship, twice the number that she 
could carry pushing in, and many leaping into the waiter. 
Mr. Baylis, a young gentleman of fifteen years of age, 
leaped from i^e chains after the boat had got off, and \ as 
taken in. 

It was now near five o'clock in the evening, and in Lnf 
an hoar we lost sight of the ship. Before it was dark a 
blanket was discovered in the boat. This was immeU- 
iately bent to one of the stretchers, and under it as v v /i 
we scudded all nights in expectation of being swalif> \cd 
up by every wave: it being sometimes with great (\'tr- 
culty that we could clear the boat of the water befoi Cu' 
return of the next great sea; all of us half drowned, and 
sitting, except those who baled, at the bottom of the ^ oat 
without actually perishing, I am sure no people »^\^jr 
endured more. In the morning the weather grew moder 
ate, the wind having shifted to the southward, as we c-i:j 
covered by the sun. Having survived the night, we I r 
to recollect ourselves, and think of future preservatio; . 

When we quitted the ship the wind was at N. V*\ 
W. N. W. a»d Fayal had bore E. S. E. 250 o; Hm] 
leagues. Had the wind continued for five or six 'lays. 
there was a probability that, running before the se ac; 
might have fallen in with some one of the 'Wi..'r^r\ 
Islands. Its change was a death blow to our hopes, fur 
riionld it begin to blo*r we knew there would be n • prfv 
serving life, but by running before the sea, which Ui 
carry us again to the northward, where we must sool 
afterwards perish. 

On examining what means we had of subsisteri o, I 
found a bag of bread, a small ham, a^ single piece of r-Cik, 
two quart bottles of water, and a few Frmoh cordials. 

The wind continued to the southward for eight or re 
dajt> and providentiidly never blew so strong but we c^-^ ii 
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Our last breakfast haji been served with the bread and 
water remaining, when John Gregory, quarter-master, de- 
clared, with much confidence, that he saw land in the 
south-east. We had seen fog-banks so often bearing the 
appearance cf land, that I did not trust myself to believe 
it, and cautioned the people, who were extravagantly ela- 
ted, that they might not feel the effects of disappointment. 

At length one of them broke out into a most immod- 
erate swearins fit of joy, which I could not restrain, and 
declared that he had never seen land in his life if what he 
now saw was not so. 

We immediately shaped our course for it, though on 
my part, with very little faith. The wind freshened ; the 
boat went through the water at the rate of five or six miles 
an hour; and, m two hours time, the land was plainly 
seen by every man in the boat, but at a very ^reat dis- 
tance, so that we did not reach it before ten at night. 

On nearing the shore we discovered a fishing canoe, 
which conducted us into the road of Fayal about midnight. 
The English consul treated us with the greatest humanitj|r. 

Of the company of the Centaur were saved, Captam 
Inglefield, the master Mr. Rainy ; Robert Bayles, a mid- 
shipman; James Clark, surgeon's mate; the captain's 
coxswain, two quarter-masters, one of whom died in the 
boat, and five seamen. There were lost five lieutenants, 
the captain of marines, purser, surgeon, boatswain, gunner, 
carpenter, ten mates and midshipmen, and all the rest on 
board. This calamity happened in 48^ 38' north latitude 
and 43° 20' longitude. 




■■^^'^ 
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DISTRESSING LOSS 



AMERICAN SHIP ALBION, 

Neai the Old Head of Kinsahj on the Coast oj 
Ireland, April 92d, 1822. 




The Mmn carrying a heavy press ofSaU, to crowd off the Lee Shore. 

The shipwreck we are about to relate, created a paifl- 
ful sensation throughout the United States when the event 
happened. The Albion was one of the finest class of 
packet ships between New York and Liverpool. The mate 
Mr. Cammyer says, 
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We sailed from New York on the first of April, 1822, in 
the ship Albion, of 447 tons, with a crew, including offi- 
cers, of twenty five in number, besides twenty three cabin, 
and six steerage passengers; making in the whole fifty 
four persons, only nine of whom now litie to relate the 
melancholy tale. For the first twenty days we continued 
our voyage with moderate and favorable weather ; and at 
about half past one o'clock in the afternoon of Sunday the 
21st, we made the land. The Fastnet rock bore by com- 
pass, E. N. E., distance about three leagues. At 2, made 
Cape Clear, hearing E. and by N., distance about two 
leagues. Thick and foggy, blowing fresh, and heavy squalls 
from the southward. Ship heading up E. S. E., carrying 
all prudent sail to crowd the ship off the land. The sale 
increasing, shortened sail occasionally. At 4 o'clock, then 
under double reefed topsails, foresail and mainsail, carried 
away the foreyard, and split the foretopsail. Got the 
pieces of the yard down, and prepared to get another yard 
up. Gale increasing, about half past four, took in the 
mainsail and mizzen-topsail, and set the main-trysail. Night 
coming on, cleared the decks for working ship. At half 
past eight, gale still increasing, with a high sea. Shipped 
a heavy sea, which threw the ship en her beam ends, and 
carried away the mainmast by the deck, the head of the 
mizzen-mast, and fore-t<^mast, and swept the decks clear 
of every thing, including boats, cabouse house, bulwarks 
and compasses, and stove in all the hatches, state rooms, 
and bulwarks in the cabin, which was nearly filled with 
water. At the same moment, six of the crew and one 
cabin passenger, Mr. A. B. Convers, of Troy, N. Y., wers 
swept overboard. 

The ship being unmanageable, and the sea making a 
complete breach over her, we were obliged to lash our- 
selves to the pumps, and being in total darkness, without 
correct compasses, couM not tell how the ship's head lay. 
The axes being swept away, had no means of clearing the 
wreck. About 1 o'clock, made the light of the Old Head 
of Kinsale, but could not ascertain how it bore ; and at 2, 
found the ship embayed. The Captain, anticipated our 
melancholy fate, called all the passengers up, who had not 
before been on deck. Many of them had received coo- 
6* 
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siderable injury when the sea first struck her, and were 
scarcely able to come on deck ; others had been ince»- 
santly assisting at the pomps ; and it is an interesting fact^ 
that Miss Powell, an amiable young lady, who was on 
board, was desirous to be allowed to take her turn. One 
gentleman, who had been extremely ill during the passage, 
Mr. William Everhart, of Chester, Penn., was too feeble 
to crawl to the deck without assistance, but strange to say^ 
he was the only cabin passenger who was saved. 

Our situation at that moment, is indescribable, and I can 
scarcely dwell upon, much less attempt to detail its hor*** 
rors. About 3 o'clock, the ship struck on a reef, her upper 
works beat in over the rocks, and in about half an hodr 
after coming in over the first reef, she parted midships, and 
her quarter deck drifted in on the top of the inside ledge, 
immediately under the cliffs. Up to the period of her 
parting, nearly twenty persons were clinging to the wreck, 
among whom were two females, Mrs. Pye, and Miss Pow- 
ell. Captain Williams had, with several others, been 
swept away soon after she struck ; a circumstance which 
maybe attributed to the very extraordinary exertions which 
he used, to the last moment, for the preservation of the 
lives of the unfortunate passengers and crew. 

A short time before she parted, myself and six of the 
crew got away from the vessel. After gaining a rock in a 
very exhausted state, I was washed off, but by the assis- 
tance of Providence, was enabled, before the return of the 
sea, to regain it ; and before I could attempt to climb the 
cliff, which was nearly perpendicular, I was obliged to lie 
down, to regain a Httle strength, after the severe bruises 
and contusions I had received on the body and feet. One 
of the passengers, Col. Augustine J. Prevost, reached the 
rock with me a£ve, but was, together with one of the stew- 
ards, washed off and drowned. 

Some of the passengers were suffocated on deck and in 
the fore rigging, and some must have been destroyed by 
an anchor which was loose on the forecastle before the 
ship parted. It is scarcely possible to describe the devas- 
tation which followed. The entire cargo, consisting of 
cotton, rice, turpentine and beeswax, together with a quan- 
tity of silver and gold, to a large amount, was in all dir^ep 
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tioas beaten to pieces by the severity of the sea, without a 
possibility of saving it. 

Very soon after we got up the cliffs, my poor shipmates 
and myself found our Wiiy to a peasant's cottage. 

At 4 o'clock in the morning Mr. PurceU of Garretstown 
was informed thtit a ship was cast on the rocks at the bot- 
tom of tlie dairy farms of T. Rochfort, Esq. "1 immedi* 
ately repaired, and at about tlic centre of the two farms,. 




Diatressing SUtuEtion of a FemaU on hoards as observed by Mr, PwrceSU 

found a vessel on the rocks, under a very high cliff. At 
this time as it blew a gale, with spring tide and ai^roach- 
ing high water, the sea ran mountains high ; however, 1 
descended with some men as far down the chff as* the dash- 
ing of the sea would permit us to go with safety, and there 
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had the horrid spectacle of viewing five dead bodies 
stretched on the deck, and four other fellow creatures dis- 
tractedly calling for assistance^ which we were unable to 
afford them, as certain death would have attended the 
attempt to render them any. Of those in this perilous 
situation one was a female^ whom, though it was impossi- 
ble from the wind and the roaring of the sea to hear her, 
yet from her gestures and the stretching out of her hands, 
we judged to be calling and imploring for our assistance. 

At this time the greater part of the vessel lay on a rock, 
and part of the stern where this poor woman lay, projected 
ovier a narrow creek, that divides this rock &om another. 
Here the sea ran over her with the greatest fury, yet she 
kept a firm hold, which it most astonished me that she 
could do ; but we soon perceived that the vessel was broke 
across, where she projected over the rock and after many 
waves dashing against her, this part of the vessel rolled 
into the waves, and we had the heart-rending scene of see- 
ing the woman perish. Three men lay towards the stem 
' of the vessel, one of whom stuck to a mast, which projected 
towards the cliff, to whom after many attempts, we suc- 
ceeded in throwing a rope, and brought him safe ashore. 
Another we also saved ; but the constant dashing of the 
waves put an end to the sufferings of the others. 

On hearing of the disaster, Mr. Marks the American 
Consul hastened to the spot and did all a man of humanity 
could ; to aid the survivors and save the property. As th« 
dead bodies laid on the shore, the mate pointed them out 
to him, and he affixed each person's name to his corpse. 
And had them buried in a row, and the graves numbered*; 
so that if the relatives of any of the deceased wished to 
have them disinterred their bodies could be easily found. 
Among the bodies washed ashore was that of a French 
lady, she was extremely beautiful ; when first discovered 
by some respectable persons it was entirely naked. A boy, 
who first saw the body, took off his outside coat and cov- 
ered it ; and it is related of others of the country people, 
that they also took off their warm clothing, and put them 
on the half perished part of the crew that escaped. Mr. 
Marks had coffins provided for each body ; at the funeral 
a clergyman of the church of England officiated, and they 
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were buried in Templetrine Churchyard, four miles from 
Bansale and one from the fatal spot. 

The following is a correct list of the crew and passen- 
gers. 

Crew. John Williams, captain, drowned ; Henry Cam- 
myer, first mate, slaved ; Edward Smith, 2d mate, drown- 
ed ; William Hyate, boatswain, saved ; Alexander Adams, 
carpenter, Harman Nelson, Harman Richardson, Henry 
Whittrell, William Trisserly, James Wiley, Robert Mc 
Lellan, and Thomas Goodman, drowned ; John Simson, 
John Richards, Francis Bloom, and Ebenezer Warner, 
saved ; Samuel Wilson and William Snow, boys, drowned ; 
William Dockwood, drowned, body found and interred ; 
Hiram Raymond, saved; Lloyd Potter, Samuel Pennv, 
stewards, and Francis Isaac, boy, blacks, all drowned ; 
Thomas Hill and Adam Johnson, cooks, blacks, both 
drowned, bodies found and interred. 

Cabin Passengers. W. Everhart, Esq. of Chester, Penn. 
saved ; Lieut. Col. Augustine J. Prevost, Maj. William 
Cough, of the 6dth regiment ; Rev. G. R. G. Hill, last 
from Jamaica ; Nelson Ross, of Troy N. Y. ; William H. 
Dwight, of Boston ; Mr. Beynon, of London ; Professor 
Fisher, of New Haven College ; Mr. William Proctor, of 
New York ; Mr. and Mrs. Hyde Clark, Mrs. Pye and Miss 
Powell, of Canada, daughter of Judge Powell, all drowned, 
found and interred ; Mr. A. B. Convers, of Troy, N. Y. , 
and Madame Gardiner and son, of Paris, drowned ; (Mad- 
ame G's body was found and interred ;) five French gen- 
tlemen, names unknown, (except Mr. Victor Millicent) 
drowned, found and interred. 

Steerage Passengers. Stephen- Chase, of Canada, 
saved ; Mrs. Mary Brereton, and Mary Hunt, drowned, 
found and interred; Mr. Harrison, carpenter, Mr. Baldwin, 
cotton spinner, from Yorkshire, Eng., and Dr. Carver, a 
veterinary surgeon, drowned. 

Four bodies were also found and interred that could not 
be recognised. 

Many of the passengers held distinguished stations in 
society. In Military, Literary and Commercial capacities ; 
among which. 

Professor Fisher of Yale College was distinguished for 
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his private virtues and profound literary attainments ; he 
was professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, and 
intended to miake a professional tour in Europe. But the 
most distinguished sufferer was .General Lefebvre Desnou- 
ettes ; during a long series of years, he had braved death in 
the field, fighting in the most gallant style, and escaped to 
perish at last in this catastrophe, when his mind was, per- 
haps less than at any other period of his life, reconciled to 
the stroke of fate. His situation was every way peculiar. 
It is well known that he had been one of the favorite and 
most distinguished of Napoleon's military generals — that 
he took part in the combination against Louis XVIII. On 
^ the landing of his old commander from Elba he joined the 
latter with headlong enthusiasm, in his last campaign, and 
being finally proscribed by the royal government took ref- 
uge in the United States. Here his misfortunes, reputa- 
tion, intelligence and manly unexceptionable deportment 
rendered him an object of universal esteem. To escape, 
as he used to remark, pity and curiosity, to counteract 
memory, and to gratify the natural activity of his mind, he 
retired to the French grant in Alabama, where he labored 
in the fields under the burning sun, with a reckless exer- 
tion which proved very injurious to his health and strength. 
His wife an amiable and accomplished woman remained 
behind in France to look over his interests there. He 
himself after having began his agricultural toil, never quit- 
ted it until his final departure, except to visit Washington 
on business. At length he addressed a petition to the 
French government praying to be allowed to return home. 
He received directions to proceed to Holland and there 
wait the final pleasure of the King. On his way to Liver- 
pool he met a watery grave oli the Irish coast. 

The following narrative of the event was given by Wil- 
liam Everhart, Esq. the only surviving cabin passenger. 

Mr Everhart says, that up to the 21st of April, the voy- 
age had been prosperous and pleasant for the season, 
though he had himself suffered much from sea-sickness, 
and was almost constantly confined to his room. The 
storm of the day it was supposed, was over ; they were 
near to the coast, and all hands flattered themselves that in 
a short time they should reach their destined harbor ; but 
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about 9 o'clock in the evening a heavy sea struck the ship, 
swept several seamen from the deck, carried away her 
masts, and stove in her hatchways, sd tliat every wave 
which passed over her, ran into the hold without any thing 
to stop it^ — the railings were carried away, and the wheel 
which aided them to steer. In shorty that fatal wave left 
the Albion a wreck. She was then about 20 mil^ from 
the shore, and Capt. Williams steadily and coolly gave his 
orders ; he cheered the passengers and crew with the hope 
that the wind would shift, and before morning blow otf 
shore. The sea was very rough, and the vessel unmanage- 
able ; and the passengers were obliged to be tied to the 
pumps, that they might work them. All who could do no 
good on deck, retired below^ but the water was knee deep 
in the cabin, and the furniture floating about, rendered the 
situation dangerous and dreadful. 

All night long the wind blew a gale, directly on shore, 
towards which the Albion was drifting, at the rate of about 
three miles an hour. The complete hopelessness of their 
situation was known to few except Capt. Williams. The 
coast was familiar to him ; and he must have seen in des- 
pair and horror throughout the night, the certainty of 
their fate. At length the ocean, dashing and roaring upon 
the precipice of rocks, told them that their hour was come. 
Capt. Williams summoned all on deck, and briefly told 
them that the ship must soon strike ; it was impossible to 
preserve her. Mr. Everhart says, that he was the last that 
left the cabin. Professor Fisher was behind, but he is 
confident that he never came on deck, but perished below. 
Some, particularly the females, expressed their terror in 
wild shrieks. Major Gough, of the British army, remarked, 
that '^ death, come as he would, was an unwelcome mes- 
senger, but that they must meet him like men." Very 
little was said by the others ; the men ^aited the expected 
shock in silence. Gen. Lefebvre D^nouettes, during the 
voyage had evidently wished to remain without particular 
observation ; and to prevent his being known, besides tak- 
ing passage under a feisned name, had sufiered his beard 
to grow during the whole voyage. He had the misfortune, 
before the ship struck, to be much bruised, and one of his 
arms was broken, which disabled him from exertion if it 
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could have been of any avail. It is not possible to conceive the 
horrors of their situation. The deadly and relentless blast 
impelled them to destruction ; the ship a wreck ; the rag- 
ing of the billows against the precipice, on which they were 
driving ; sending Imck from the caverns and the rocks, the 
hoarse and melancholy warnings of death, dark, cold and 
wet ! In such a situation the stoutest heart must have 
quaked in utter despair* When there is a ray of hope, 
there may be a corresponding buoyance of spirit. When 
there is any thing to be done, the active man may drown 
the sense of danger while actively exerting himself; but 
here there was nothing to do but to die! Just at the grey 
of dawn the Albion struck. 

The perpendicular precipice of rocks is nearly two hun- 
dred feet in height ; the sea beating for ages against it has 
worn large caverns in its base, into which the waves mA- 
ed violently, sending back a deep and hollow sound, then 
running out in various directions, formed whirlpools of 
great violence. For a perch or two from the precipice, 
rocks rise out of the water, broad at bottom and sharp at 
top ; on one of these the Albion first struck, the next wave 
threw her further on the rock, the third further still, until 
nearly balanced, she swung round, and her stern ni^ 
driven against another, near in shore. In this situation, 
every wave making a complete breach over her^ many were 
drowned on deck. A woman, Mr. Everhart could not 
distinguish who, fell near him and cried for help. He left 
his hold and raised her up, — another wave came, but she 
was too far exhausted to sustain herself, and sunk on the 
deck. Fifteen or sixteen corpses, at one time Mr. Ever- 
hart thought, lay near the bows of the ship. 

Perceiving now that the stern was higher out of water, 
and the sea had less power in its sweep over it, Mr. Ever- 
hart went aft. He now perceived that the bottom had 
been broken out of tht» 8hip« The heavy articles must have 
sunk, and the cotton and lighter articles were floating 
around, dashed by every wave against the rocks. Pres- 
ently the ship broke in two, an4 all those who remained 
near the bow were lost. Several from the stern of the 
ship had got on the side of the precipice, and were hang- 
ing by the crags as well as they could. Although weak- 
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ened hj previous sickness and present suffering, Mr. Ever- 
hart made an effort and got upon the rock and stood upon 
one foot, the only hold that he could obtain. He saw 
several around him, and amonff the rest, CoL Prevost, who 
observed, on seeing him take his station, *^ here is another 
poor fellow." But the waves, rolling heavily against them, 
and often dashing the spray fiftv feet above their heads, 
gradually swept those who had taken refuge one by one 
away ; and one poor fellow loosinff his hold, grasped the 
1<^ of Mr. Everhart, and nearly pulled him from his place* 
Weak and sick as he was, Mr. Everhart stood several hours 
on one foot on a little crag, the billows dashing over him, 
and he benumbed with cold. 

As soon as it was light, and the tide ebbed so as to ren* 
der it possible, the people descended the rocks as far as 
they could, and dropped him a rope, which he fiurtened 
around his body and was drawn out to a place of safe^« 
Of twenty' three cabin passengers he alone escaped ! Mr« 
Everhart mentions numerous instances of the kindness 
shewn by the people to the survivors. A sailor was drawn 
ashore naked, and one of the peasants, although a cold 
rain was falling, took the shirt n'om his own back, and put 
it on that of the sufferer. Mr. Everhart himself was taken 
to the hospitable mansion of Mr. James B. Gibbens, where 
he lay for several weeks exceedinglv ill, receiving the kind- 
est attention. *'They could not have treated me more 
tenderly," said Mr. Everhart, << if I had been a brother." 

The attentions paid the survivors, were in the style of 
true Irish hospitality. Such disinterested kindness exalts 
the human character, and is calculated to have not a lim- 
ited effect, but will prove of national advantage. 

This terrible wreck and loss of lives, and on the part of 
Mr. Everhart, such a miraculous preservation, excited the 
public sensibility throughout Europe and America. When 
ne landed at Liverpool it was difficult for him to get along 
the streets, the people crowded around in such numbers to 
see the onfy passenger saved from the wreck of the Albion. 
7 
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CAPTAIN W. L. CAZNEAU 




Ingenious Contrivance for freshening Salt Water, 

The brig Polly, of one hundred and thirty tons burthen, 
sailed from Boston, with a cargo of lumber and provrsronsr, 
on a voyage to Santa Croix, on the 12th of December, 
1811, under the command of Captain W. L. Cazneau — 
with a mate, four seamen, and a cook ; Mr. J. S. Hunt 
and a negro girl of nine years of age, passengers. Nothing 
material happened until the 15th, when they had cleared 
Cape Cod, the shoal' of Georges, and nearly, as they sup- 
posed, crossed the Gulf Stream, when there came on a vio- 
lent gale from the south-east, in which the brig laboured 
very hard ; which produced a leak, that so gained on the 
pumps as to sound nearly six feet. When about midnight 
she was upset, and Mr. Hunt washed overboard ! Not 
having any hopes of her righting, by much exertion the 
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weather lanyards were cut a^vay, the deck load having 
been before thrown over, and the lashing all gone. In 
about half an hour the mainmast went by the board, and 
soon after the foremast — ^when she righted, though full ol 
water, a dreadful sea making a fair breach over her from 
stem to stern. In this situation the night wore away, and 
daylight found all alive except the passenger ; and, upon 
close search, the little girl was found clinging to the sky- 
alight, and so saved from drowning in the cabin. The glass 
and grating of the skylight having gone away, while on her 
beam-ends, the little girl was drawn through the opening 
— ^but so chilled, that she survived but a few hours. In 
this situation they remained, without fire, as near as the 
Captain can recollect, twelve days ; when the cook, an In- 
dian from Canton, near Boston, suggested the operation of 
rubbing two sticks together — which succeeded. Very for- 
tunately, the camboose did not go overboard with the deck 
load. This was got to windward, a fire kindled, and some 
provisions cooked — which was the first they had tasted, ex- 
cept raw pork, for the whole time. They now got up a 
barrel of pork, part of a barrel of beef, and a half barrel of 
beef, A small pig had been saved alive, which they now 
dressed, not having any thing to feed it with. But at this 
time no apprehension was entertained of suffering for 
meat, there being several barrels stowed in the run, and 
upwards of one hundred under deck. With this impres- 
sion, the people used the provisions very imprudently, till 
they discovered that the stern-post was gone; and the 
gale continuing for a long time, the barrels had stove, and 
their contents were lost for ever. 

There happened to be a cask of water lashed on the 
quarter-deck, which was saved, containing about thirty 
gallons — all the rest was lost. This lasted about eighteen 
days, when the crew were reduced to the necessity of 
catching what rain they could. At the end of forty days 
the meat was all gone, and absolute famine stared them in 
the face. The first victim to this destroyer was Mr. Pad- 
dock, the mate, whose exquisite distress seemed to redouble 
the sufferings of his companions. He was a man of a ro^ 
bust constitution, who had spent his life in the Bank fish- 
ing, had suffered many hardships, and appeared the most 
7* 
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capable of standing the shocks of misfortune of any of the 
crew. In the meridian of life^ being about thirty-five years 
old, it was reasonable to suppose that, instead of the first, 
he would have been the last to have fallen a sacrifice to 
cold and hunger— 4)ut Heaven ordered it otherwise. He 
became delirious, and death relieved him from his suffer- 
ings the fiftieth day of his shipwreck. During all this time 
the storm continued, and would often overwhelm them so 
as to keep them always drenched with sea water, having 
nothing to screen them except a temporary kind of calmi, 
which they had built up of boards between the windlass 
and cat-head on the lart>oard side of the forecastle. The 
next who sunk under this horrid press of disasters was 
Howes, a young man of about thirty, who likewise was a 
fisherman by profession, tall, spare, and as active a seaman 
as any on board. He likewise died delirious, and in dread- 
ful diistress, six days after Paddock, being the fifty-sixth 
day of the wreck. It was. soon perceived that this must 
inevitably be the fate of all the survivors in a short time, if 
something were not done to procure water. About this 
time they had the eood luck to fish up the tea-kettle and 
one of the Captain^s pistols ; and necessity, the mother of 
invention, su^sted the plan of distillation. Accordingly, 
a piece of board was nicely fitted to the mouth of the 
boiler, a small hole made in it, and the tea-ketde, bottom 
upwards, fixed to the upper side of the board. The pistol 
Imrel was fixed to the nose of the kettle, and kept cool by 
the constant application of cold water. This completely 
succeeded, and the survivors, without a doubt, .owe their 

E reservation to this simple experiment. But all that could 
e obtained by this very imperfect distillation, was a scanty 
allowance of water for five men ; yet it would sustain life, 
and that was aU. The impression that there was meat 
enough under the deck, induced them to use every exer- 
tion to obtain it ; but by getting up pieces entirely bare of 
meat, and in a putrid state, they found that nothing was 
left for them but to rely on Heaven for food, and be con- 
tented with whatever came to hand, till relief should come. 
Their only sustenance now was barnacles gathered from 
the sides of the vessel, which were ate raw, that the distil- 
ling might not be interrupted^ which would give them no 
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more than four wine glasses of water each per day. The 
next food which they obtained was a large shark, caught 
by means of a running bowline. This was a great relief, 
and lasted some time. Two advantages arose from this 
signal interposition of kind Providence ; for while they 
lived upon their shark, the barnacles were growing larger 
and more nutritive. They Ukewise found many small 
erabs among the sea-weed, which often floated around the 
wreck, which were very pleasant food. But from the ne- 
cessity of chewing them raw, and sucking out the nourish- 
ment, they brougnt on an obstinate costiveness, which be- 
came extremely painful, and probably much exasperated 
by the want of water. 

On the 15th of Mdrch, according to their computation, 
poor Moho, the cook, expired, evidently from want of wa- 
ter, though with much less distress than the others, and in 
the full exercise of his reason. He very devoutly prayed, 
and appeared perfectly resigned to the will of God, who af- 
flicted him. Their constant study was directed to the im- 
provement of their still, which was made much better by 
the addition of the other pistol barrel, which was found by 
fishing wilh the grains they made bv fixing nails into a 
piece of a stove. With this barrel they so far perfected 
the still, as to obtain eight junk bottles full of water in 
twenty-four hours. But from the death of Moho to the 
death of Johnson, which happened about the middle of 
April, they seemed to be denied every kind of food. The 
barnacles were all gone, and no friendly gale wafted to 
their side the sea-weed from which they could obtain crabs 
or insects. It seemed as if all hope was gone for ever, and 
they had nothing before them but death, or the horrid al- 
ternative of eating the flesh of their dead companions. 
One expedient was left, which was to try to decoy a shark, 
if happily there might be one about the wreck, by part of 
the corpse of their shipmate. This succeeded, and thev 
caught a large shark ; and firom that time had many fish 
till their happy deliverance. Very fortunately, a cask of 
nails, which was on deck, lodsed in the lee-scuppers while 
on their beam-ends. With tnese they were enabled to . 
fasten the shingles on their cabin, which, by constant im- 
provement; had become much nu^e oommodious; and 
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when reduced to two only, they had a better supply of 
water. 

They had now drifted above two thousand miles, and 
were in latitude 28*=* north, and longitude 13° west, when, 
to their inexpressible joy, they saw three ships bearing 
down upon them. The ships came as near as was conve- 
nient, and then hailed ; which Captain Cazneau answered 
with all the force of his lungs. The ship which hailed 
proved to be the Fame, of Hull, Captain Featherstone, 
bound from Rio Janeiro home. It so happened that the 
three Captains had dined together that day, and were all 
on board of the Fame. A boat was immediately- sent, 
which put an end to the thraldom of Captain Cazneau and 
Samuel Badger, the only surviving persons, who were re- 
ceived by these humane Englishmen with exalted sensi- 
bility. Thus was ended the most shocking catastrophe 
which our naval history has recorded for many years, after 
a series of distresses from December 15th to the 20th ot 
June, a period of one hundred and ninety-one days ! Every 
attention was paid to the sufferers that generosity warmed 
with pity and fellow-feeling could dictate, on board the 
Fame. They were transferred from this ship 16 the brig 
Dromo, and arrived in the United States in safety. 

It is natural to inquire, how they could float such a vast 
distance upon the most frequented part of the Atlantic, 
and not be discovered all this time. They were passed by 
more than a dozen sail, one of which came so nigh them, 
that they could distinctly see the people on deck and on 
the rigging looking at them ; but, to the inexpressible dis- 
appointment of the starving and freezing men. they stifled 
the dictates of compassion, hoisted sail, and cruelly aban- 
doned them to their fate. 
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LOSS OP THE 

PACKET SHIP, LADY HOBART, 

On an Island of Ice, on the Grand Bank off 
Newfoundland. 



/ 



We sailed from Halifax on the 22d of June 1803, steer- 
ing a course to the southward and eastward, to clear Sable 
IslaiiJ. On the 24th we hauled to the northward, to pass 
over the northern part of the Grand Bank off Newfound- 
land, intending to keep well to the northward, and by that 
means avoid the enemy's cruisers. 

At seven in the morning of the 26th, being then on the 
Grand Bank, in latitude 44"=* 37' and longitude 51=" 20' 
west, Cape Race bearing north-northwest half west, 120 
iiiiles distant, we discovered a large schooner under French 
colors, s'tanding towards us» with her deck full of men. 
We concluded, from her manner of bearing down, that she 
had been apprised of the war, and that she took us for a 
merchant brig ; therefore we cleared our ship for action. 
At eight, being within range of our guns, we fired a shot 
at her, when she struck her colors, and we sent on board 
and took possession of the vessel. She proved to be 
TAimable Julie, of Port Liberte, of eighty tons burden, 
new, and strong built, and bound thither from Port St. 
Pierre. She was laden with salt fish, and commanded by 
Citizen Charles Rosse. 

After taking out the captain and crew of the prize, I 
gave her in charge to Lieutenants John Little and William 
Hughes of his majesty's navy, who were passengers in the 
Lady Hobart, and most handsomely volunteered their 
services. Along with them I sent two of our own seamen, 
and two prisoners, to assist in navigating the prize. 

On Tuesday the 25th of June, it blew hard from the 
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westward, with a heavy sea and hazy weather, and thick 
fo|g at intervals. About one in the morning, the ship, then 
going at the rate of seven miles an hour by the log, struck 
against an island of ice, with such violence that several of 
the crew were pitched out of their hammocks. The sud- 
denness of the shock roused me from my sleep, and I 
instantly ran upon deck. The helm being put hard a-port, 
the ship struck again about the chess-tree, and then swung 
round on her keel, her stern-post beins stove in, and her 
rudder carried away, before we could succeed in our 
attempts to haul her off. 

At this time the idand of ice appeared to hang quite 
over the ship, forming a high peak, which must have been 
at least twice the height of our mast-head; and the length 
of the island was supposed to be from a quarter to half a 
mile. 

The sea was now breaking over the ice in a dreadful 
manner, and the water rushing in so fast as to fill the 
ship's hold in a few minutes: we hove the guns overboard, 
cut away the anchors fi'om the bows, and got two sails 
mider her bottom. Both pumps were kept going, and we 
continued baling with buckets from the main-hatchway, 
in hopes of preventing the ship from sinking. But, in 
less than a quarter of an hour, she settled down to her 
fore-chains in the water. 

Our situation was now become most perilous. Aware 
of the danger of a moment's delay in hoisting out the 
boats, I consulted Captain Thomas, of the navy, and Mr. 
Bargus, my master, as to the propriety of making any 
further efforts* to save the ship ; and, as I was anxious to 
preserve the mail, I requested their opinion as to the pos- 
sibility of taking it into the boats, in the event of our 
being able to get them over the ship's side. These gen- 
tlemen agreed with me that no time was to be lost in 
hoisting out the boats; and that, as the vessel was then 
settling &st, our first and only consideration was to en- 
deavor to preserve the crew : And here I must pay that 
tribute of praise which the steady disciphne and good con- 
duct of every one on board so justly merit. From the first 
moment of the ship's striking not a word was uttered 
espressiv^ of a desire to leave the wreck ; my orders were 
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promptly obeyed, and, though the danger of perishing 
was every instant increasing, each man waited his own 
turn to ffet into the boats, with a coolness and composure 
that could not be surpassed. 

Having fortunately.succeeded in hoisting out the cutter 
and jolly*boat, the sea then running high, we placed the 
ladies, three in number, in the former. One of them. 
Miss Cotenham, was so terrified, that she sprung from the 
gunwale, and pitched into the bottom of the boat with 
considerable violence. This, which might have been an 
accident productive of fatal consequences to herself, as 
well as to us all, was unattended by any bad effect. The 
few provisions which had been saved from the men's berths 
were then put into the boats, which were quickly veered 
a-stera. 

By this time the main-deck forward was under water, 
and nothing but the quarter-deck appeared. I next 
ordered the men into the boats, and, having previously 
lashed iron pigs of ballast to the mail, it was thrown over- 
board. 

I now perceived that the ship was sinking fast. Intend- 
ing to drop myself from the end of the try-sail-boom into 
the cutter, but apprehensive that she might be stove under 
the counter, I called out to the men to haul up and 
receive me; and I desired Mr. Bargus, who continued 
vritb me in the wreck, to go over first. He replied, that 
in this instance he begged leave to disobey my orders, that 
he must see me safe over before he attempted to go him- 
self. Such conduct, and at such a moment, requires no 
comment ; but I should be wanting to myself and to the 
service, if I did not state every circumstance, however 
trifling ; and it is highly satisfactory to have this opportu- 
nity of recording ah incident so honorable to a meritorious 
officer. 

At the time we hoisted out the boats, the sea was run- 
ning so high that I scarcely flattercfd my elf we should get 
them over in safety, and indeed nothing but the steady 
and orderly conduct of the crew could have enabled us to 
accomplish so difficult and hazardous an 4indertaking ; and 
it is only justice to them to observe, that not a man in the 
ship attempted to make use of the liquor, which every one 
o 
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iiad in his power. Whik the cotter was getting out, I 
perceived John Ti[^>er, one of the seamen, emptying a fire 
gallon boUle, and on inquiry, fonnd it to be of ram. He 
said that he was d<Mng so for the purpose of filling it with 
water from the scuttle-eask on the quarter-deck, which 
had generally been filled over night, and which was theo 
the only fresh water that could be got at. It afterwards 
became our principal supply. This circumstance I relate, 
as being so highly creditable to the character of a British 
sailor. 

We had scarce quitted the ship, when she gave a heavy 
lurch to port, and then went down bead foremost I had 
Ordered the colors to be hoisted at the main top^piUaBt 
mast head with the union downwards, as a ngnal of dis- 
tress, that if any vessel should happen to be near us at the 
dawn of day, our calamitous ntuation might attract obser- 
vation from her, and relief be afforded us. 

I cannot attempt to describe my own feelings, w the 
sensations of my people. Exposed as we were, in two 
open boats, on the great Athntic Ocean; bercrft of all 
assistance but that which our own exertions under Provi- 
dence could afibrd us, we narrowly escaped being swal- 
lowed up in the vortex. Men accustomed to vicissitude* 
are not easily dejected, but there are trials which humav 
nature alone cannot surmount. The consciousness of 
having done our duty, and reliance on a good Providence, 
enabled us to endure the calamity that had befallen as, 
and we animated each other with tlie hope of a better 
fate. 

While we were employed in deliberating concerning 
our future arrangements, a singular incident . occurred, 
which occasioned considerable uneasiness among us. At 
the moment the ship was sinking, she was surrounded by 
what seamen call a school, or an incalculable number of 
whales, which can only be accounted for, by our knowing 
that at this particular season, they take a direction for tbe 
coast of Newfoundland in quest of a small fish called' 
capelard, which they devour. From their near approach, 
we were extremely apprehensive that they might strike 
the boats and materially damage them ; frequent instances 
having occurred in the fishery, of boats being cut in twain 
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iK>rth, St John's bearing west, three quarters norths dis- 
tant 350 miles. 

Wednesday the 29th of June was ushered in with light 
variable winds from the southward and eastward. We 
had passed a long and sleepless night, and I found myself, 
at dawn of day, with twenty-eight persons, anxiously look- 
ing up to me for the direction of our course, as well as for 
the distribution of their scanty allowance. On examining 
our provisions we found the bag of biscuit much damaged 
by salt water, on which account it became necessary to 
curtail the allowance. All cheerfully acquiesced in this 
precaution. 

A thick fog soon after oame on ; it continued during 
the day with heavy rain, which, now being destitute of 
any means of collecting, afTorded us no relief. Our 
drowded and exposed condition was rendered more dis- 
tressing from being thoroughly wi t, as no one had been 
permitted to take more tlian a gi-eat coat or a blanket, 
with the clothes on his back. 

The oars of both boats were kept con^'tantly going, an4 
we steered a N. N. W. course. — All hands were anxiously 
looking out for a strange sail. At noon, a quarter of a 
biscuit and a glass of rum were served to each person. 
St. John's bore 310 miles distant, but we made no obser- . 
vation. One of the ladies again read prayers to us, par- 
ticularly those for delivery after a storm, and those for 
safety at sea. 

Next morning we were all so benumbed with wet and 
extreme cold, at day-break, that half a glass of rum and a 
mouthful of biscuit were served out to each person. The 
ladies, who had hitherto refused the spirits, were now 
prevailed upon to take the «tated allowance, which afforded 
them immediate relief, and enabled them the better to 
resist the severity of the weather. The sea was mostly 
calna, with thick fog and sleet; the air raw and cold. 
. We. had kept at our oars aM night, and we continued to 
row the whole of this day. The jolly-boat having unfor-* 
Innately put off from the ship, with only three oars, and 
having but a small sail converted into a foresail, frrm a 
top-gallant steering-sail, without needles or twine, we 
were obliged to keep her constantly in tow. The cutter 
8* 
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also having lost two of her oars in hoisting out, was now 
so deep in the water, that with the least sea she made but 
little way, so that we were not enabled to profit much by 
the light winds. 

Friday, 1st July. During the greater part of the last 
twenty-four hours, it blew a hard gale of wind from 
W. S. W. with a heavy confused sea from the same quain- 
ter. Throughout there were thick fog and sleet, and the 
weather excessively cold ; and the spray of the sea freezing 
as it flew over the boats, rendered our situation truly de- 
plorable. At this time we all felt a most painful depres- 
sion of spirits ; — the want of nourishment, added to the 
continued cold and wet, had rendered us almost incapable 
of exertion. The very confined space in the boat, would 
not admit of our stretching our limbs ; and several of the 
men, whose feet were considerably swelled, repeatedly 
called out for water. But on my reminding them of the 
resolution we had made, and of the absolute necessity of 
persevering in it, they acknowledged the justice and pro- 
priety of my refusal to comply with their desire ; and the 
water remained untouched. 

We stood to the northward and westward at the com- 
mencement of the gale ; but the cutter was so low in the 
water, and had shipped so much sea, that we were obliged 
to cast off the jolly-boat tow-rope j and we very socwi lost 
sight of her in the fog. 

In the course of this day, there were repeated exclama- 
tions of a strange sail, although I knew that it was next to 
an impossibility to discover any thing, owing to the thick- 
ness of the fog. Yet these exclamations escaped from the 
several seamen, with such apparent certainty of the object 
being there, that I was induced to put the boat before the 
wind to convince them of thdr error. As I then saw, in 
a very strong point of view, the consequences of such 
deviation, I took occasion to remonstrate with them on 
the subject. I represented, with all the pehiuasion of 
which I was capable, that the depression arising from dis- 
appointment infinitely overbalanced the momentary relief 
proceeding from such delusive expectation, and exhorted 
them not to allow such fancies to break out into expres- 
sion. Under all these circumstances, the ladies, with 
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t heroism which no words can describe, particularly 
afforded to us the best examples of patience -and fortitude. 

Joining in prayer tranquilized our minds, and inspired 
the consolatory hope of bettering our condition. On such 
occasions we were all bare-headed, notwithstanding the 
incessant showers. 

At half past eleven in the forenoon, a sail standing to 
the north-west, was discovered in the eastward. Our joy 
at such a sight, with the immediate hope of deliverance, 
gave us all new hfe. I immediately ordered the people to 
sit as close as possible, to prevent our having the appear* 
ance of an armed boat, and having tied a lady's shawl to 
the boat-hook, I raised myself as well as I could, and from 
tie bow waved it as long as my strength would allow me. 
Having hauled close to the wind, we neared each other 
fast, and in less than a quarter of an hour, we perceived 
thejolly-boat. 

The cold, wet, and hunger, which we experienced the 
following day are not to be described ; they rendered our 
condition very deplorable. At eight in the evening, hav- 
ing a strong breeze from the southward, we stood on 
under all the canvass we could spread, the jolly-boat fol- 
lowing in our wake, and rowing to keep up with us. 

The French captain, who for some days had labored 
under despondency, admitting of no consolation, leapt 
overboard in a 6t of delirium, and instantly sunk. The 
cutter was at this time going so fast through the water, 
and the oars being lashed to the gunwale, it would have • 
been impossible to save him even had he floated. One of 
the other prisoners in the jolly-boat became so outrageous, 
that it was necessary to tie him to the bottom of the boat. 

The melancholy fate of the poor captain, whom I had 
learnt to esteem, perhaps affected me at first more sensibly 
than any other person ; for on the day of our disaster, 
when I was making the distribution in the boats, and 
considering in which I was to place him, he came to me, 
with tears in his eyes, imploring me not to leave him to 
perish with the wreck. I assured him that I had never 
entertained such an idea ; that as I had been the acciden- 
tal cause of his misfortunes, I should endeavor to make 
bis situation as easy as I could, and that as we were all 
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exposed to the same danger, we should survive or perish 
together. This assurance, and the hope of being speedily 
exchanged, if ever we reached the land, operated for a 
while in quieting his mind; but fortitude soon forsook 
him, and the raw spirits, to which he had not been accus- 
tomed, producing the most dreadful intoxicating effects, 
hurried on the fatal catastrophe. 

The sea continued to break so much over the boats, 
that those who had strength enough were obliged to bail 




fnteresUng Inddtnl--A Bird hovering overlheMut HeadqfthR OMtteK 

without intermission. Those who satin the stern of the 
cutter were so confined, that it was difficult for any one 
to put his hand into .his pocket ; and the greater part of 
the crew lay in water m the bottom of the boat. 

The next day a very heavy gale arose from the south- 
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ward, accompanied with so tremendous a fea, that the 
greatest vigilance was necessary in managing the helm, 
tor the boats would have broached to from the slightest 
deviation, and occasioned our inevitable destruction. We 
scudded before the wind, expecting every returning wave 
to overwhelm us ; but through the providence of God, we 
weathered the stonn, whicli, towards night, b^^ to 
abate. 

Towards evening, we passed several pieces of rock-weed, 
and soon after Captain Thomas saw the wins of a hack- 
down, an aquatic bird frequenting the coast of Newfound- 
land, which is often ate by the fishermen. This afforded 
us great hopes of our approaching the land, and all hands 
were eageilyroccupied in observing what passed the boats. 
About Uiis time a beautiful white bird, web-footed, and 
not unlike a dove in size and plumage, hovered over the 
mast-head of the cutter ; and notwithstanding the pitching 
of the boat frequently attempted to perch on it, and con- 
tinued fluttering there until dark. Trifling as such an 
incident may appear, we all considered it a propitious 
omen. 

The impressive manner in which the bird left us, and 
then returned to gladden us with its presence, awakened 
that superstition m our minds to which sailors are at all 
times said to be prone. We indulged ourselves with the 
most consolatory assurances, that the same hand which 
had provided this solace to our distresses, would extricate 
us from the surrounding dangers. 

We had been six days and nights constantly wet and 
cold, and without any other sustenance than a quarter of 
a biscuit, and one wine-glass of liquid for twenty-four 
hours.' The men that had appeared totally indifferent 
respecting their fate, now summoned up resolution, and 
as many as were capable of moving from the bottom of 
the boats, betook themselves to the oars. 

As the morning of Monday dawned, the fog became so 
thick that we could not see very far firom the boat. 
During the night we had been under the necessity of cast- 
ing off the jolly-boat's tow-rope to induce her crew to 
exert themselves by rowing. We again lost sight of her, 
and I perceived that this unlucky accident was beginning 
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to excite great uneasiness among us. We were at this 
period so much reduced^ that the most trifling remaric or 
exclamation agitated us verj much. I therefore found it 
necessary to caution the people against being deceived by 
the appearance of land, or calling out until we were quite 
convinced of its reality, more especially as fog banks are 
often mistaken for land. Several of the poor fellows, 
nevertheless, repeatedly exclaimed they hewl breakers, 
and some the firing of guns; and, to own the truth, the 
sounds we did hear bore such a resemblance to the latter, 
that I concluded some vessels had got on shore and were 
making signals of distress. The noise afterwards proved 
to be the blowing of whales, of which we saw a great 
number. 

Soon after daylight the 'sun rose in view, Tor the second 
time since we quitted the wredc. It is worthy of remark, 
ihat, during the period of seven days, that we were in the 
boats, we never had an opportunity of taking an observa- 
tion, either of the sun, moon, or stars; neither could we 
once dry our clothes. The fog at length beginning to 
dispel, we instantly caught a glimpse of the land, within 
a mile's distance, between Kettle Cove and Island Gove, 
in Conception Bay, fourteen leagues from the harbor of 
St. John's. Almost at the same instant, we had the 
inexpressible satisfaction of discovering the jolly-boat and 
a schooner near the shore standing off towards us. 

I wish that it were possible for me to describe our sen- 
sations at this interesting moment. From the constant 
watching and ^ fetigue, and also from the languor and de- 

f>ression produced by our exhausted state, such accumu- 
ated irritability was brought on, that the joy at a speedy 
relief affected us all in a most remarkable way. Many 
burst into tears ; some looked at each other with a stupid 
stare, as if doubtful of the reality of what they saw, while 
several were in such a lethargic condition, that no conso- 
lation, no animating words, could rouse them to exertion. 
At this affecting period, though overpowered by my 
own feelings, and impressed with the recollection of our 
sufferings, and the sight of so many deplorable objects, I 
proposed offering up our solemn thanks to Heaven for the 
miraculous deliverance. Every /one cheerfully assented. 
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As soon as I opened the prayer-book, which I had secured 
the last time I went down to my cabin, universal silence 
prevailed. A spirit of devotion was so singularly manifest- 
ed on this occasion, tfiat, to the benefits of a sense of 
religion in uncultivated minds, must be ascribed that dis- 
cipline, good order, and exertion, which even the si^ht of 
land eould scarcely produce. ' ► • ^ * ■ 

The schooner being within hail, and our situation being 
made known, she hove to and received us on board, and 
our boats were taken in tow. The men could now, with 
difficulty, be restrained from taking larse and repeated 
draughts of water, in consequence of which several felt 
great inconvenience from the sudden distension of the 
stomach; but, by preserving greater caution afterwards^ 
no other sinister effects ensued. 

It was most fortunate that we fell in with the land 
about Inland Cove. A very few miles to the ndrlbwird 
the coast is inaccessible, and lined with dangerous recA 
of rocks, which we should have pushed for in the ni^tj 
had we seen them. Our situation bad becbnie m desperu 
ate, that I had resolved to land at the first jfhce we cooM 
make, and in that case we must all have perished. ••— '» 

The different fishing-huts were constructed of pine logtf. 
The three ladies, Colonel Cooke, Captain Thomas, thie 
master^ and myself, were conducted to the house of Mr,' 
Lilly, a planter, who received us with great arttention and* 
humanity. This small village afforded neither hiedidii' 
aid not fresh provisions, both of which We so *m\>ch 
required^ potatoes and salt fish beif»g the onljr food of the* 
iahabitants. I therefore resolved to losd no time in* pro-^ 
ceefding to St. John's, and hir^ a small schooner for tUm' 
purpose. ' '^ ' ' ' '"'^ 



B.LI *l «.k*t(> tK; Jtttt I|Nh(/ 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



LOSS OF THE 

HALSEWELL EAST INDIAMAN, 

On the Coast of England. 



The catastrophe which is now about to be related made 
a deep impression on the public mind. The circumstan* 
ces attending it were too aggravating not to excite the 
highest degree of commiseration, whether from the flatter- 
ing prospects held forth in the outset of the voyage, or 
from a peculiar feeling towards the condition of the suf- 
ferers. Tliis ship was commanded by Captain Richard 
Pierce, an old and experienced officer ; who, to profession- 
al merit, added the higher distinctions of moral excellence 
in whatever view he was placed. She was bound ft» 
coast and bay, and was in eveiy respect a complete ves- 
sel for the nature of her destination. 

On the 16tb of November, 1785, she fell down to Graves- 
end, where she completed her lading ; and having taken 
the passengers on board, among whom were several young 
ladies, and two of them daughters of the captain, she sailed 
through the Downs on the 1st of January, 1786 ; and next 
mommg, being abreast of Dunnose, a Macious calm e<mi- 
menced. 

Next day, in the afternoon, a breeze sprang up from the 
south ; and thick weather setting in towards evening, they 
were obliged to come to an anchor. Early next morning a 
itronff gale came on, and the ship driving towards shore, 
thev found themselves under the necessity of cutting the 
caUes, and running off to sea. At noon they b(^e down 
tliB Channel. About ten at night it blew a violent gale of 
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wind at south, and they were obliged to carry a pren of 
sail to keep the ship on shore. 

Soon after they shipped a large quantity of water on the 
gun-deck ; and on sounding the well, found the ship had 
sprung a leak, and had already five feet of water in her 
hold ; on which all the pumps were set to work. 

On Wednesday, the fourth, at two in the morning, the^ 
endeavored to wear the ship without success ; on which it 
was judged expedient for her preservation, to cut away the 
roizen-mast, and after that the main-mast ; on which oo* 
casion five men were drowned. 

The leak at this time was gaining fast on the pumps ; 
but by ten o'clock the water was got somewhat under by 
constant exertion, and the wind considerably abated. The 
ship however labored extremely, and began to be much 
disabled. Soon after, the weather clearing up, the Berry 
Head was distinguishable, about four or five leagues dis* 
tance; and having erected jury-masts, they bore up for 
Portsmouth. 

Early in the morning of the fifth, the wind blew fresh 
from the south, and the weather was very thick. At noon 
Portland bore north by east^ distant two or three leagues. 
In the evening a strong gale set in, when the Portland 
lights were seen bearing north-west, at the distance of four 
or five leagues, on which they wore ship, and got her head 
to the westward ; but finding they were losing ground on 
that tack, they kept stretching on to the eastward, in hopes 
of weathering Peverel Point, and reaching Studland Bay. 

At eleven at night it became clear, when they saw St. 
Alban's Head at less than two miles to the leeward of them ; 
when they took in sail immediately, and let go the small 
bower anchor, and after that tiie sheet anchor ; but in a 
short time after each expedient the ship drove again. 

In this alarming situation the captain sent for Mr. Henry 
Meriton, the second mate, in whom it seems he placed 
great confidence, and asked his opinion as to the probability 
of saving their lives ; to which he replied, with all the 
composure that could be expected under such alarming 
circumstances, that he feared there was little hope, as they 
were driving fest on the shore, and might expect every mo- 
ment to strU^e. It was agreed that the boats at that time 
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could be of no use ; but in case an opportunity should pre- 
sent of rendering them serviceable, it was proposed that 
the officers should be confidentially requested to reserve 
the long boat for the use of the ladies and themselves, 
ivhich precaution was immediately taken. The ship still 
driving and approaching to the shore, about two in the 
morning of the 6th, the fatal day, Mr. Meriton had another 
conference with the captain, who expressed extreme anxiety 
ior tiic preservation of his beloved daughters, and earnestly 
«'tsked the mate if he could devise any means of saving 
them. On his expressing his concern, that he feared it 
^vould be impossible, and that their only chance would be 
to wait till morning, the captain lifted up his hands in silent 
agonizing ejaculation. 

At this dreadful moment the ship struck with such vio- 
lence, as to dash the heads of those who were standing in 
the cuddy, against the deck above them; and the fetal 
blow was accompanied by a shriek of horror, which burst 
in one instant from every quarter of the ship. The sea- 
men, many of whom had been remarkably inattentive and 
remiss in their duty during a great part of the storm, and 
ha 1 actually skulked in their hammocks, and left the exer- 
tions of the pumps, and the other labours attending their 
situation, to the officers of the ship and the soldiers, roused 
by the tremendous blow to a sense of their danger, now 
poured upon the deck, to wtiich no endeavours of their of- 
fK^ers could keep them whilst their assistance might have 
been useful ; and, in frantic exclamations, demanded of 
heaven and their fellow sufferers, that succour, which their 
timely efforts might probably have succeeded in procuring. 
But it vAas now too late. The ship continued beating on 
t!ie rocks, and soon bilged, and fell with her broadside to- 
wir Is the shore. When she struck, a number of men 
c!i:ubel up the ensign staff, under the apprehension of her 
going to pieces immediately. 

Mr. Meriton, at this crisis of horror, offered to these tio- 
happy beings the last advice in his pqwer. He recom- 
mendeJ their coming all to that side of the ship which lay 
lowest on the rocks, and singly to 'take the opportunities 
which might then offer of escaping to the shore. And thus 
having attended to the safety of the desponding crew, he 
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returned to the round-house^ where, by this time, all the 
passengers and most of the officers had assembled ; the lat- 
ter employed in offering consolation to the unfortunate la- 
dies, and, with unparalleled ma^animity, suffering their 
compassion for the fair and amiable companions of their 
misfortunes, to get the better of their sense of their own 
danger, and the dread of most inevitable death. At this 
moment what must be the feelings of a fiither — of such a 
father as Captain Pierce ! 

In this humane work of offerinff comfort to the fiur suf- 
ferers, Mr. Meriton now joined, by assurances of opinioni 
that the ship would hold together till morning, when they 
would all be safe ; and Captain Pierce observing one of 
the young gentlemen loud in his expressions of terror, and 
hearing him frequently exclaim, ihsX the ship was ffoing to 
pieces, with an appearance of composure bade him hold his 
peace, observing to him, that though the ship should go to 
pieces, he would not but be safe enough. 

It will now be necessary to describe the situation of the 
place which proved fetal to so many lives, to convey a 
more correct idea of the melancholy, the deplorable scene. 

The ship struck on the rocks at or near Seacombe, on 
the island of Puibeck, between Peverel Point and St. AI- 
ban's Head, at a part of the shore where the cliff is of vast 
height, and rises almost perpendicutarly from its base. 

But at this particular spot, the cliff is excavated at the 
bottom, and presents a cavern of ten or twelve yards in 
depth, and of breadth equal to the length of a large ship, 
the sides of the cavern so nearly upright as to be extremely 
difficult of access ; the roof formed of the stupendous cliff, 
and the bottom strewed with sharp and uneven rocks, 
which seem to have been rent from above. 

It was at the mouth of this cavern that the unfortunate 
wreck lay stretched, offering her broadside to the horrid 
chasm ; out at the time the ship struck, it was too dark to 
discover the extent of their danger, and the extreme horror 
of their situation. ' 

In addition to the company already in the round-house, 

they had admitted three black women and two soldiers' 

wives, so that the numbers there were now increased to 

aear fifty ; Captain Pierce sitting on a chair, cot, or some 

9* 
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Other moveable, with a daughter on each side of him, each 
of whom he alternately pressed to his bosom. The rest of 
the melancholy group were seated on the deck, which was 
strewed with musical instruments, and the wreck of fumi 
ture, trunks, boxes, and packages. 




Caiptain Pierce in the Round-house with his Daughters. 

And here also Mr. Men ton, having cut several wax can- 
dles into pieces, and 3tuck them up in various parts of the 
round-house, and lighted up all the glass lanthorns he 
could find, took his seat, intending to wait the happy dawn, 
that might present to him the means of effecting bis own 
escape, and afford him an opportunity of giving assistance 
to the partners of his danger. But observing that the 4111- 
happy females appeared parched and exhausted, he fetched 
a basket of oranges from some part of the round-house, and 
prevailed on some of them to refresh themselves by suck- 
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ing a little juice. At this time they were, in general, toler- 
ably composed, trusting to the delusion of hope, which hu- 
manity had painted in brighter colours than reason would 
justify. 

On Mr. Meriton's return to the company, he perceived 
a considerable alteration in the appearance of the ship. 
The sides were visibly giving way, the deck seemed to be 
hfting, and he discovered other strong symptoms that she 
could not hold together much longer. He therefore at- 
tempted to go forward to look out ; but immediately saw 
that the ship was separated in the middle, and that the 
fore part had changed its position, and lay rather farther 




M'. MeriUm endeavoring to rtach the Shore by a Sjpar. 

out towards the sea. In this awful crisis, when the next 
moment might be charged with bis fate, he determined to 
seize the present, and to follow the example of the crew 
and the soldiers, who were now quitting the ship in num- 
bers, and making their way to a shore, of which they knew 
not yet the horrors. ^ 

Among other measures adopted to favor these attempts, 
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die ensign staff had been unshipped, and attempted to be 
laid from the ship's side to scmie of the rocks, but without 
success ; for it snapped to pieces before it reached them. 
However, by the hght of a lanthorn, which a seaman of the 
name of Burmaster handed through the sky-fight of the 
round-house to the deck, Mr. Meriton discovered a spar, 
which appeared to be laid from the ship's side to the rocks ; 
and on this spar he determined to attempt his escape. He 
soon found, however, that the spar had no communication 
with the rock. He reached to the end of it, and then 
slipped off, receiving a very violent bruise in his fall ; and 
before he could recover his legs, he was washed off by the 
surge, in which he supported himself by swimming, till the 
returning wave dashed him against the back part of the 
cavern, where he laid hold of a small projecting piece of 
the rock ; but was so benumbed, that he was on the point 
of quitting it, when a seaman, who had already gained a 
footing, extended his hand, and assisted him till he could 
secure himself on a little shelf of the rock, from which he 
clambered still higher, till he was out of the reach of the 
surf. 

Mr. Rodgers, the third mate, remained with the captain 
and the unfortunate ladies and their companions, nearly 
twenty minutes after Mr. Meriton had quitted the ship ; 
and from him the following particulars were collected. 

As Mr. Meriton's escape was unknown, when he was 
missed they thought he was drowned, and expressed the 
most feeling concern for his loss. At this time the sea was 
breaking in at the fore part of the ship, and had reached 
as far as the main-mast, when Captain Pierce gave Mr. 
Rodgers a nod ; and they took a lamp and went together, 
into the stern galley] and after viewing the rocks for some 
time, the captain asked Mr. Rodgers, if he thought there 
was a possibility of saving the girls; to which he replied, 
be feared there was not; for they could only discover the 
black face of the perp^idicular rock, and not the cavern 
which afforded shelter to those who had escaped. They 
then returned to the round-house, and Mr. Rodgers hung 
\i[y the lamp; and Captain Pierce, with his great coat on, 
sat down between his two daughters, and struggled to re- 
press tiic parental tear which then filled his eye. 
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The sea continuing to break in very fast, Mr. M' Manus, 
a midshipman^ and Mr. Shutz, a passenger, asked Mr. 
Rodgers w hat they couid do to escape ; who replied, " Fol- 
low me ^" and then they all went into the stern galley, and 
from thence, by the weather upper quarter galley, upon 
the poop. Whilst they were tliere, a very heaVy sea fell 
on board ; and tiie round-house giving way, he heard the 
ladies shriek at intervals, as if the water had reached them, 
the noise of the sea at other times drowning their, 
voices. 

Mr. Brimer, the fifUi mate, had followed Mr. Rodgers to 
the poop, where they had remained together about five 
minutes, when, on the coming of the last mentioned sea, 
they joiutly seized a tien-coop; and the same wave which 
he apprehended proved fatal to some of those who remained 
below, happily carried him and his companion to the rock, 
on which they were dashed with such violence, as to be 
miserably bruised and hurt. 

Qn this rock were twenty-seven men ; but as it was low 
water, and they were convinced that, upon the flowing of 
the tide, they must all be washed off, many of them at- 
tempted to get to the back and sides of the cavern, out of 
the reach of the returning sea. In this attempt scarcely 
more than six, besides himself and Mr. Brimer, succeeded. 
Of the remainder, some shared the fate which they ap- 
prehended, and the others perished in their efforts to get 
into the cavern. 

Mr. Rodgers and Mr. Brimer both, however, reached the 
cavern, and scrambled up the rock, on narrow shelves of 
which they fixed themselves. 

Mr. Rodgers got so near to his friend as to exchange 
congratulations with him ; but he was prevented from join- 
ing him by at least twenty men who were between them, 
not one of whom could move without immediate peril of 
his life. At the time Mr. Rodgers reached his station of 
possible safety, his strength was so nearly exhausted, that, 
had the struggle continued a few minutes longer, he must 
have been inevitably lost. 

They now found that a very considerable number of the 
crew, seamen, soldiers, and some petty officers, were in 
t!ie same condition with themselves; though many who 
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had reached the rocks below, bad perished in attempting 
to ascend. What that situation was they had yet to learn. 
At present they had escaped immediate death ; but they 
were yet to encounter cold, nakedness, wind, rain, and the 
perpetual beating of the spray of the sea, for a difficult, 
precarious, and doubtful chance of escape. 

They could yet discern some part of the ship, and so- 
laced themselves, in thisir dreary stations, with the hope 
of its remaining entire till daybreak ; for in the midst of 
their own misfortunes, the sufferings of the females in par- 
ticular affected them with the most acute anguish ; and 
every sea that broke brought with it terror for the fate of 
those amiable and lielpless beings. 

But, alas ! their apprehensions were soon realized. In a 
very few minutes after Mr. Rodgers gained the rock, a 
universal shriek, in w liirh the voice of female distress was 
lamentably distinguishable, announced the dreadful catas- 
trophe. In a few moments all was hushed, except the 
warring winds and beating waves. The wreck was buried 
in the remorseless deep, and not an atom of her wasi ever 
after seen. 

Thus perished the Halsewell; and with her worth, 
honor, skill, beauty, and bright accomplishments, found a 
watery grave. 

What sensations must this dreadful, this tremendous 
blow have excited in the yet trembling, and scarcely half- 
saved wretches, who were hanging about the sides of the 
horrid cavern ! They were themselves still in the most im- 
minent danger; but'their dearest friends^ the pleasing com- 
panions of their voyage, were now no more. They felt for 
themselves ; but they wept for wives, parents,- brothers, 
sisters — perhaps lovers ; all — all cast off from their dearest, 
their most invaluable hopes. 

Nor were they less agonized by the subsequent events of 
this ill-fated night. Many of those who had gained the 
precarious stations which we have described, worn out with 
fatigue, smarting with bruises, battered by the tempest, and 
benumbed with the cold, were obliged to quit their hold- 
fasts, and tumbling headlong, either on the rocks below or 
in the surf, perished beneath the feet of their wretched as- 
sociates, and by their dying groans, and unavailing calls 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



GAIN THE SUMMIT OF THE GUFF. 107 

for help, awakened terrific apprehensions in the survivors^ 
of their own approaching fate. 

At length, after the bitterest three hours which misery 
ever lengthened into ages, the day broke on them ; but^ 
instead of bringing with it the relief with which they flat- 
tered themselves, served to discover all the horrors of their 
situation. They now found that not even the country had 
been alarmed by the guns of distress they had fired ; but 
which, firom the violence of the storm, were unheard. They 
could neither be observed by the people from above, as they 
were completely en^ulphed in the cavern ; nor did any part 
of the wreck remain to point out their probable place 
of refuge. 

The only prospect which offered, was to creep along the 
sides of the cavern to its outward extremity; and on a 
ledge, scarcely as broad as a man^s hand, to turn the comer, 
and endeavour to clamber up the almost perpendicular pre- 
cipice, whose summit was nearly two hundred feet from 
the base. In this desperate effort did some succeed; 
whikt others, trembling with apprehension, and exhausted 
by fatigue, lost their precarious footing, and perished in 
the attempt. 

The first men who gained the summit of the cliff were 
the cook, and James Thompson, a quarter master. By. 
their, own intrepid exertions they made their way to the 
land; and the moment they reached it hastened to the 
nearest house, and made known the situation of their feK 
low sufferers. 

The house at which they first arrived was Eastington, 
the habitation of Mr. Garland, steward or agent to the [»o- 
prietors of the Purbeck quarries ; who immediately got 
together the workmen under his direction, and with the 
most zealous and animated humanity, exerted every effort 
for the preservation of the surviving crew of the unfortunate 
ship. Ropes were procured with ^1 possible dispatch, and 
every precaution taken, that assistance should be speedily 
and efiectually given to deliver them from their perilous^ 
situation. 

Mr. Meriton made the attempt to gain the summit of the 
cfiff, and almost reached the edge ofthe precipice. A sot* 
dier, who preceded him, had his feet on a small projectii^t 
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rock or stone, and on the same stone Mr. Meriton had 
fiistened his hands to help his progress. 

At this critical moment the quarry-men arrived; and 
seeing the soldier so near within their reach, they dropped 
a rope to him, of which he immediately laid hold ; and !n 
a vigorous effort to avail himself o£ this advantage, he 
loosened the stone on which he stcod, which giving way, 
Mr. Meriton must have been precipitated to the bottom ; 
but a rope was providentially lowered to him at the instant, 
which he seized as he was in the act of falling, and was 
safely drawn to the summit. 

The fate of Mr. Brimer was peculiarly severe. This 
gentleman, who had been married only nine days before 
the ship sailed^ was a lieutenant in the royal navy, but was 
now on a voyage to visit an uncle at Madras. He came 
on shore, as we have already observed, with Mr. Rodgers, 
and Uke him got up the side of the cavern, where he re- 
mained till morning, when he crawled out ; and a rope be- 
ing thrown to him,. he was either so benumbed with the 
cold as to^fasten it about him improperly, or so agitated as 
to neglect to &sten it at all. From whichever cause it 
arose, the effect was fatal to him. At the moment of his 
supposed preservation, he fell from his stand ; and was un- 
fortunately dashed to pieces, in the presence of those who 
could only lament his deplorable fate. 

As the day advanced more assistance was obtained ; and 
as quickly as the life-preserving efforts of the survivors 
would admit, they crawled to the extremities of the cavern, 
and presented themselves to their preservers above, who 
stood prepared with the means to hoist them to the 
sammit. 

The method of affording this help was' singular, and 
does honor to the humanity and intrepidity of the quarry- 
men. The distance from the top of the rock to the quarrj 
was at least one hundred feet, with a projection of the 
former of about eight feet. Ten of these formed a declivity 
to the edge, and the remainder of it was perpendicular. 
On the very brink of the precipice stood two daring fel- 
lows, a rope being tied around them, and fastened above 
to a strong iron bar fixed in the ground ; behind them in 
the like manner' two more, and farther on two more. A 
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strong rope, properly secured, passed between them, bv 
which they might hold and support themselves from falling. 
They then let down another rope, with a noose ready fixed, 
below the cavern ; and the wind blowing hard, it was in 
some instances forced under the projecting rock, sufficiently 
for the sufferers to reach it without crawling to the ex- 
tremity. In either case, whoever laid hold of it put the 
noose around his waist, and after escaping from one ele- 
ment, committed himself full swing to another, in which 
he dangled till he was drawn up with great care and 
attention. 

But in this attempt many shared the fate of the unfortu- 
nate Mr. Brimer; and unable, through cold, weakness, or 
perturbation of mind, to avail themselves of (he succour 
which was offered them, were at last precipitated from the 
stupendous cliff; and were dashed to pieces on the 
rocks beneath, or falling into the surge, perished in the 
waves. 

Among these unhappy sufferers, the destiny of a drum- 
mer, belonging to the military on board the Halsewell, was 
attended with circumstances of peculiar distress; being 
either washed off the rocks by the sea, or falling into the 
surf from above, he was carried by the counter sea, or re- 
turning waves, beyond the breakers, wiihin which his ut- 
most efforts could never again bring him ; but he was drawn 
fiirther out in the deep ; and as he swam remarkably well, 
continued to struggle with the waves, in sight of his pity- 
ing companions, till his strength was exhau.^ted, and he 
sank to rise no more. 

It was not till late in the day that the survivors were 
conveyed to a place of safety. One indeed, William Tren- 
ton, a soldier, remained in his perilous stand till the morn- 
ing of the 7th of January, exposed to the united horrors of the 
extremest personal danger, and the most acute disquietude 
of mind ; nor is it easy to conceive how his strength and 
spiiiits could have supported him for such a number of 
hours, under distresses so poignant and complicated. 

Though the remains of the wreck were no longer dis- 
coverable among the rocks, yet the surface of the sea was 
covered with fragments as far almost as the eye could 
reach ; and even so late as ten o'clock on Friday mom- 
10 
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ing, a sheep, part of the live stock of the passengers, 
observed buffeting the angry waves. 




Appearance of the Spot where tJie Halsewell was wrecked Three Days 
after the Catastrophe, 

The surviving officers, seamen, and soldiers^ being now 
assembled at the house of their benevolent friend, Mr. 
Garland, they were mustered, and found to amount to 
seventy-four, out of rather more than two hundred and 
forty, which was about the number of the crew and pas- 
sengers in the ship when she sailed from the Downs. Of 
the remainder, who unhappily lost their lives, upwards of 
seventy are supposed to have reached the rocks, but to 
have bisen washed off, or to have perished by falling from 
the cHffs ; and fifty or more to have sunk with the captain 
and the ladies in the round-house, when the after part of 
the ship went to pieces. 

All those who reached the summit survived except two 
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ional talent to command the expedition, and for this pur- 
pose John Francis Galaup De La Perouse was chosen ; 
his distinguished naval exploits, scientific acquirements, 
and enterprising character, having pointed him out to his 
country as the fittest person to be honored with the chief 
command. His toils and his constant success in the navy 
had inured him to every species of danger, and pointed him 
out as more proper than any one else, to follow the diffi- 
cult and dangerous course of a long navigation upon un*- 
known seas, and in the midst of countries inhabited by 
barbarous people. 

The Frigates were supplied with a large number of rare 
and valuable scientific and Astronomical instruments, and 
a great variety of the seeds, and roots of useful vegetables 
and fruits, to be distributed among the Islands and places 
which they should discover or visits 

A distinguished gardener accompanied the ships to plant, 
and instruct the natives in cultivating the fruits and veg- 
etables. 

Being thus prepared, the expedition sailed from Brest 
on the' 1st of August 1785, and anchored at the Island of 
Madeira on the 13th. From this place the Frigates pro- 
ceeded to TeneriflTe. The men of science were employed 
on shore in their various pursuits, and the crew in hoisting 
on board and stowing away sixty pipes of wine with other 
stores. 

The expedition left this place and crossed the equinoc- 
tial line on the 29th of September. And arrived at St. 
Catherine on the coast of Brazil. 

This Island is so fertile that all sorts of fruit, vegetables 
and corn, grow almost spontaneously. It is covered with 
trees of everlasting green, but they are so interwoven with 
briars and creeping plants, that it is impossible to get 
through the forests otherwise than by opening a path with 
a hatchet. Danger is besides to be apprehended from 
snakes whose bite is mortal. The habitations, both on the 
ijfland and continent, are all close to the sea side. The 
woods that surround them are delightfully fragrant, owing 
to the great number of orange trees, and other odoriferous 
trees and shrubs that they contain. Provisions were pro- 
cured in the greatest abundance. A large ox was bought 
10* 
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for eight dollars, and oranges at the rate of one thousand 
for less than a dollar. 

From this place La Pcrou?e sa.led ; and came to sound- 
ings on the coast of Patagonia on the 14th of January 1786. 

During this run he had several days of calm weather, 
and smooth water, during which the officers of the two 
ships went on shooting parties, and killed a considerable 
number of birds, with which the ships were almost con- 
stantly surrounded, which refreshed the ships' crews. On 
the 25th the expedition doubled Cape Horn, with much 
greater facility than had been expected. From thence they 
proceeded to Conception bay in Chili. 

There is not in the universe a soil more fertile than that 
of this part of Chili. Corn yields sixty for one ; the vine- 
yards are equally productive ; and the plains are covered 
with innumerable flocks which multiply beyond all con- 
ception, though abandoned entirely to themselves. 

The inhabitants were unbounded in their hospitality to 
the officers and crew. La Perouse gave a general enter- 
tainment and invited all the ladies of Conception. A 
large tent was pitched by the sea side and a dinner was 
given to a large party of both sexes. The dinner was 
followed by a dance and fire works. The following day» 
the same tent served for the purpose of giving a great 
dinner to the crews of both frigates. All ate at the same 
table. La Perouse and M. De Langle were at the head, 
and each officer, down to the lowest sailor, was seated 
according to the rank he held on board. The dishes were 
wooden bowls, gaiety was depicted in the countenance of 
all the sailors, who looked better, and were a thousand 
times happier, than the day they left Brest. 

After refitting the frigates, they sailed from this coast and 
sighted Easter Island on the 8th of April. 

On the 23d, Mount St. Elias, of Behrings, on the North- 
west coast of America, was visible from the ships' decks, 
a few days were spent in exploring this part of the coast, 
when a port was discovered which the Count, named Port 
des Francais. 

' On the 4th of July at 6 o'clock A. M. they made sail to 
reach the entrance with the last of the flood. The Astrol- 
abi3 (says La Perouse) sailed before my frigate, and we 
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Stationed a boat on each point. The' wind blew from 
west to west south west, the entrance lies north and south ; 
thus far every thing seemed to favor us. But at seven 
o'clock A. M. when we were in the channel, the wind 
dropped about to the W. N. W. so that it was necessary 
to throw the ship up in the wind, and lay all aback ; for- 
tunately the flood tide carried our frigates into t!ie bay, 
causing us to range along the rocks from the eastern point 
within it, in three fathoms and a half rocky bottom, and 
half a cable's length from the shore ; the Astrolabe did the 
same. 

During thirty years experience of navigation, 1 had 
never before seen two ships so near being lost; the cir- 
cumstance of experiencing such an event at the extremity 
of the world would have rendered our misfortunes still 
greater, but there was no longer any danger. Our long boats 
were quickly got out, we carried out hawsers with hed^e 
anchors to warp her off, and before the tide had perceptibly 
fallen we were in six fathoms water ; she touched however 
with her keel once or twice, but so slightly as not to re- 
ceive any damage. From this dangerous anchorage the 
ships were warped to a place of safety. They were visited 
by a great number of savages in their canoes. Nothing 
remarkable occured until the Idth, on which day a dread- 
ful disaster befel twenty-one of the ships' company, who 
composed the crews of two boats employed in sounding the 
passage into the bay. The command of this party was 
given to a very distinguished officer, who incautiously devi- 
ated most unfortunately from the strict injunctions laid on 
him by his experienced commander. 

La Perouse says, our boats set off as I had ordered at 
6 o'clock A. M., it was as much a party of pleasure as of 
utility and instruction; they might hunt and breakfast 
under the trees« At 10, A. M. I saw our jolly boat com- 
ing back. In some surprise, because I did not expect her 
so soon, I asked M. Boutin, before he came on board the 
frigate, if any thing new had occurred. In his face was 
depicted the most lively sorrow. He soon informed me 
of the dreadful wreck he had just witnessed. 

" On the 13th of July, at fifty minutes past five o'clock 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



116 SINGULAR FATE OF COUNT LA PEROUSE. 

in the morning, I «et off from the Boussole in the jolly boat. 
My orders were to follow M. d'Escures, who commanded 
our pinnace, and M. de Marchainville, conmianding that 
of the Astrolabe, was to join us. The instructions received 
in writing by M. d'Escures from M. de la Perouse, and 
which had been communicated to me, enjoined him to em- 
ploy these three boats in sounding the bay ; to lay down 
the soundings from the bearings upon the draught which 
had been put into his hands ; to sound the passage, if the 
water were smooth, and to measure its width ; but he was 
expressly forbidden to expose the boats under his orders to 
the least risk, or to approach the channel at all, if there 
was either broken water or swell in it. After having 
doubled the western point of the island, near to which we 
were at anchor, I perceived that the sea broke all over the 
channel, and that it would be impossible to approach it. 
M. d'Escures was at that time ahead, lying on his oars, 
and seemed desirous to wait for me, but when I came 
within gun-shot he continued his course ; and as his boat 
rowed much better than mine, he several times repeated 
the same manceuvre without any possibility on my part of 
joining him. At a quarter after seven o'clock, having con- 
stantly steered for the channel, we were*not more than two 
cables length from it, when our pinnace put about. I did 
the same in his wake ; we shaped our course for re-enter- 
ing the bay, leaving the channel' astern of us. My boat 
was astern of our pinnace, and within hail : I perceived 
that of the Astrolabe at a quarter of a league's distance 
within the bay. M. d'Escures then laughingly hailed ma, 
saying, " I think we can't do better than go to breakfast, 
for the sea breaks horribly in the channel." I answered, 
" Certainly, and I imagine that our labour will extend no 
farther than to determine the limits of the sandy bay which 
11^8 pn the lajrboard hand in going in." M. de Pierreveyt, 
who was with M. d'Escures, was about to answer me ; but 
his eyes being turned towards the eastern coast, he saw 
tfeat we were drifted by the ebb. I also perceived it ; and 
inunediately both our boats began pulling away to the 
northward, in order to increase our distance from the chan- 
nel, from which we were still a hundred toises off. I did 
not think of our being exposed to the least danger, since 
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by gaining only twenty toises ori either tack, we always 
{possessed the resource of running our boats asliore. AfteV 
having rowed more than a minute, without being able to 
siem the tide, I tried in vain to approach thecustcni shore. 
Our pinnace, which was ahead oi' u^^, made the same 
useless efforts to reach the western shore. A\'o were 
then under the necessity of once more laying our lijads to 
the northward, to prevent our falhng across t! e Ireakers. 
The first billows began to show thcms l\es at a small dis- 
tance from my boat. I now thouglit it hi<;!i 1 ine to let go 
the grapnel, but it did not hold. F<.niinrJcly the rope not 
being made fast to a thwart, ran out end for end, and dis- 
charged us of a weight which might have proved very fatal 
to us. Ihmn instant afterwards I was in the middle of the 
heaviest seas, which almost filled the boat. She did not 
however sink, or cease to answer her helm ; so that I could 
always keep her stern to the sea, from which circumstance 
I entertained great hopes of escaping the danger. 

" Our pinnace increased her distance from me whilst t 
Was letting go the grapnel, and in a few minutes after%vaVds 
she was in the midst of the breakers. I had lost sight bf 
her on shipping the first seas ; but in bne of those moments 
when I found myself at the top of the breakers, I saw her 
again going down about thirty or forty toises ahead. She 
ikas broadside to, and I saw neither men nor oars. My 
only hope had been, that she might be able to stem the 
'ctirrent, but I was too certain she would perish if she was 
drawn into it ; for in order to escape, it were absolutely 
iiecWsary to have a boat which would swim whett full 6f 
Water, and in this situation would ansWer her heirt (o pre- 
vent her oversetting. Our pinnace ittost tmfortVinately 
possessed none of these qualities. 

" 1 was still in the middle of the breakers^, Idoking oiiS, 
all around, and I saw, that, i'sterti of my boat f6 the ^tith- 
WaVd', the breakers formed a c6n tin tied tine ft§ iar As I 
'dbUld see. They also apj^eared t6 extend ffirlher to the 
Westward. At length I j^rceived, th^t, 5^ I coutd ^\H#T^ 
fifty toises to the eastward, I should find a less dangerotK 
sea- I taSed every etertlon Co j^ucceed in tliis, by J^flftig 
mk)i te 5te«?(Sard JA tTie lAterVal of the W^k4% Vtf* jftf 
seas; ari^d at twenty-five minutes after seVen o'clock t was 
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out of all danger, having only to contend against a very 
heavy swell, and some sm^I waves, occasioned by a breeze 
from the west-north-west. 

" After having bailed the water out of my boat, I sought 
means of giving assistance to my unfortunate shipmates ; 
but from that time every hope had vanished. 

" From the moment in which I had seen our pinnace go 
down among the breakers, I had kept pulling away to the 
eastward ; and it took me some minutes to get clear of 
them. It was impossible that those who were wrecked in 
the midst of so rapid a current could ever get out of its 
course ; and they must have been swept away by it during 
the remainder of the tide which set towards the offing till 
forty-five minutes after eight o'clock. Besides, how was it 
possible for the most excellent swimmer to resist even for 
a few moments the force of these waves ? Nevertheless, as 
I pould not make any other reasonable search than in the 
part to which the current set, I laid the boat's head to the 
southward, rowing along the breakers on my starboard 
hand, and every instant changing my course in order to 
get nearer to some seals and sea-weeds, which from time 
to time gave me hopes. 

" As there was a heavy swell, when I was at the top of 
the seas, I could see a considerable way ; and I should 
have been able to perceive an oar or a piece of wreck at 
more than two hundred toises distance. 

" My observations were soon attracted towards the point 
of the eastern entrance, where I perceived some men who 
made signals with cloaks. As I have since learned, they 
were the Indians ; but I then took them for the crew of 
the Astrolabe's pinnace, and I imagined that they waited 
for slack water to come to our assistapce. I was very &r 
from thinking that my unfortunate friends had fallen the 
victims of their generous boldness. 

At three quarters after eight o'clock*", the tide having 
turned, there was no longer any breakers, but only a very 
heavy swell. I deemed it my duty to continue my search 

* Half after eight o'clock was the hour that had been pointed ont in mj 
illitnictions to approach the channel without danger; because the current 
would, at all erents, have set in, and at a quarter after seyen the long- 
bMU weie swallowed up. 
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m this swell, following the set of the ebb which had done ; 
but I was as unfortunate in this second search as in the 
first. Perceiving, at nine o'clock, that the flood came from 
the south-west, and that I had neither provision, nor grap- 
nel, ncr sails, my crew drenched with water, and very 
cold, fearing not to be able to re-enter the bay when the 
flood ran strong ; seeing besides that it already set with 
great violence to the north east, which prevented my get- 
ting to the southward, where I meant to continue my 
search if the tide had permitted, I again entered the bay, 
and shaped my course to the northward. 

** The channel was already almost shut in by the eastern 
point ; the sea still continued to break upon the two points, 
but it was smooth in the middle. I at length completely 
gained this entrance, rowing along the point on my larboard 
hand, upon which were the Indians who had made me sig- 
nals, and whom I took for Frenchmen. They expressed to 
me by their gestures that they had seen our two boats over- 
set ; and not seeing the pinnace of the Astrolabe, I became 
perfectly convinced of the fate of M. de Marchainville, 
whom I knew too well to suppose, that he would have re- 
flected on the inutility of the danger to which he would 
expose himself. As we are however always disposed to 
flatter ourselves, there still remained a very faint hope that 
I might find him on board our ships, where it was possible 
he might have gone for assistance. My first words on get- 
ting on board were, 'Have you any news of M, de Mar- 
chainville.'*' *No,' deprived me of every hope for his 
safety. 

" These details being finished, I think it necessary to ex- 
plain the motives of M. d'Escure's conduct. It is impos- 
sible that he ever should have thought of going into the 
channel ; he wished only to approach it : and imagined 
the distance he was from it was more than suflScient to 
keep him out of all danger. It was this distance of which 
he as well as I, and the eighteen persons who were in the 
two boats, had formed a wrong judgment. I do not pre- 
tend to determine how far this error was pardonable, or 
why it was not possible to judge of the violence of the cur- 
rent. It might be imagined that I wished to exculpate 
myself, for I repeat that I judged this distance more than 
11 
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sufficient ; and even the sight of the coast, which appearefl 
to be swiftly moving to the north, excited in me only sur- 
prise. Without enumerating all the reasons which con- 
tributed to possess us with so melancholy a .confidence, I 
cannot but remark, that, on the day of our entrance into 
this bay, this passage was sounded in every direction bj 
our boats, for more than two hours, without finding ai^j. 
current. It is true, that, when our ships stood towards it, 
they were drifted away by the ebb ; but this was owing to 
the lightness of the breeze, that our boats at the same in- 
stant stemmed the tide with the greatest facility. Finally, 
on the 11th of July, the day the moon was at the full, our 
two commanders, accompanied by several other officers, 
had themselves sounded this channel. They went out of 
it with the ebb, and entered it again with the flood, with- 
out observing any thing which could lead them to imagine 
there was the least danger, especially with boats wejl 
manned. From this it is fair to infer, that on the 13th qf 
July particular circumstances contributed to give the cur- 
rent an additional violence,, such as an extraordinary melt- 
ing of the snow, or violent winds which had not reached, 
within the bay, but which had without doubt blown with, 
great force in the offing. 

At the moment when I was drawn into the passage, Mp 
de Marchainville was a quarter of a league within it I 
never saw him afterwards ; but all those who knew hi^, 
character are convinced, that his noble and generous dispo- 
sition induced him to act as he did. It is probable, that, 
when he perceived our two boats in the middle of thei 
breakers, and not being able to conceive how we had been 
drawn into them, he supposed, either that the grapnel rope 
had snapped, or that the oars had been lost. He must at 
the instant have rowed for the purpose of coming to the 
beginning of the first breakers. Seeing us buffetting in 
the middle of the waves, he no doubt listened only to the 
dictates of his courage, and strove to surmount the break- 
ers, and bring us assistance from without, at the risk of 
peri hing along with us. This sort of death is undoubiev^Iy 
a glorious one ; but how cruel to him who escaped the 
danger, the reflection that he must for ever relinquish 
tkfd hope of seeing his companions again, or any of those 
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beroes who came with the generous intention of saving hb 
life. 

^' It is not possible that I should willingly have omitted 
any essential fact, or misrepresented those which I have 
reported* M. Mouton, lieutenant of the frigate, who was 
second in command in my boat, has it in his power to cor 
rect my errors, if my memory in any instance failed me. 
His firmness, with ttuit of the cockswain and the four row- 
ers, contributed not a little to our preservation. My orders, 
in the midst of the breakers, were executed with as much 
exactness as in the most ordinary circumstances." 

Pines were seen of six feet in diameter, and one hundred 
and forty feet in height. Vegetation is vigorous during three 
or four months of the year. The rivers are filled with 
trout and salmon, and muscles and limpets abound on the 
shore. The men wear different small ornaments, pendent 
Irom the ears and nose, scarify their arms, and breasts, and 
file their teeth close to their gums, using for the last oper- 
ation a sand stone, formed into a particular shape. They 
paint the face and body with soot, ochre, and plumbago, 
mixed with train oil, making themselves horrid figures. 
When completely dressed, their flowing hair is powdered, 
and plaited with the down of sea birds. Their shoulders 
are covered with a skin ; sometimes the head is decorated 
with two horned bonr^ets of eagle feathers. The grand 
object of which is to render themselves terrible, that they 
may keep their enemies in awe. A great chief wore a 
shirt composed of a tanned skin of the Elk, bordered with a 
fringe of beaks of birds, which when dancing imitates the 
noise of a bell. 

The women are addicted to a custom which renders 
them hideous, and which I could scarcely have believed, 
had I not been a witness to it ; all of them, without excep- 
tion, have the lower lip slit at the root of the gums, the 
whole width of the mouth. They wear a kind of wooden 
bowl without handles, which rests against the gums, to 
which this lower cut lip serves for a support, so that the 
lower part of the mouth jets out two or three inches ; this 
is the most disgusting fashion on the earth. The young 
girls have only a needle in the lower lip, and the married 

i 
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women alone have the right of the bowl. The passion of 
these Indians for gaming is astonishing, and they pursue 
it with great avidity ; the sort of play to which they are 
most addicted, is a certain game of chance ; out of thirty 
pieces of wood, each distinctly marked like the French 
dice, they hide seven ; each plays in succession, and he 
who guesses nearest to the whole number marked upon 
the seven is the winner of the stakes^ which is usually a 
hatchet or a piece of iron. 

At length, after exploring and surveying the coast of 
America until the 15th of September, at which time the 
frigates anchored at the Spanish settlement of Monterey 
in California. There were two three masted vessels in the 
road. The commander of these two ships having been 
informed, by the Viceroy of Mexico, of the probable arrival 
of the two French frigates,, sent them pilots. Here they 
met with a kind reception from the Spanish missionaries. 
The president of the missioners in his sacerdotal vestment, 
with the holy water in his hand, waited to receive them at 
the entrance of the church, which was splendidly illumin- 
ated as on their highest festivals ; he then conducted them 
to the foot of the high altar, where Te Deum was sung in 
thanksgivings for their arrival. Before they entered the 
church they passed a range of Indians ; the parish church, 
though covered with straw, is neat, and decorated with 
paintings. The natives as well as the missionaries rise 
with the sun, and devote an hour to prayers and mass, 
during which time a species of boiled food is prepared for 
them : it consists of barley meal, the grain of which has 
been roasted previous to its being boiled. It is cooked in 
the centre of the square in three large kettles. This repast 
is called atole by the Indians, who consider it as delicious. 

On the morning of the 24th they sailed. On the 3d of 
November the frigates were surrounded with noddies, gulls, 
and man-of-war birds ; and on the 4th they made an Isl- 
and which bore west. This small island is little more than 
a rock of about five hundred toises in length. La Pe- 
rouse named it Isle Nicker. About -2 o'clock in the morn- 
ing breakers were seen at two cables' length ahead of the 
ship ; the sea being so smooth the sound of them was 
hardly heard ; the Astrolabe perceived them at the same 
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time, though at a greater distance than the Boussole ; both 
frigates instantly hauled with their beads to the south east. 
On sounding, they had nine fathoms rocky bottom ; soon 
after ten and twelve fathoms, and in a quarter of an hour 
got no bottom with sixty fathoms. They just escaped the 
most imminent danger. 

The frigates soon after made the Island of Assumption, 
one of the Lackones, and anchored in safety in Macao 
roads on the 3d January 1787. 

After procuring supplies at this place the expedition 
sailed thence to Manilla, where they waited till the strength 
of the north east monsoon was spent, and left this place on 
the 9th April for the purpose of surveying the eastern coast 
of Tartary. After discovering several bays on the shores 
of the Gulf of Sagaleen j and having frequent communica- 
tions with villages of camps of Eastern Tartars, they shaped 
their course for Kamtschatka, where they anchored in the 
bay of St. Peter and St. Paul, on the 7th September. 

La Perouse here received letters from France, which 
had been forwarded over land by the way of St. Petera- 
burgh and Moscow. 

During La Perouse's stay at Kamtschatka he visited the 
grave of Captain Gierke, the companion of the immortal 
Cook on his last voyage. And by permission of the Gov- 
ernor he affixed an inscription engraved on copper on the 
tree over his grave. His interpreter, count Lesseps, was 
now sent to France with despatches. 

Having procured such refreshments as Kamtschatka 
could afford, with an abundant supply of wood and water, 
the expedition sailed from thence on the 29th September, 
and shaped its course to the southward ; and crossed the 
equator the third time since leaving France on the 21st 
November. The frigates then proceeded towards the 
Navigator Islands, where a dreadful disaster awaited them. 
On the 6th December, at three in the afternoon, the most 
eastern of the Navigator Islands was visible from the ship's 
deck. Four boats were sent on shore with an armed wa- 
tering party, who procured abundance of that beverage, 
without molestation from the natives. 

On the 11th of December a dreadful circumstance oc- 
curred to a party who were sent on shore to jf^rocure 
^11* 
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water. The following narrative of this event is given id 
the words of M. Vaujuas, who was present at the time. 

"Tuesday, December 11th, at eleven o'clock in the 
morning, M. dc la Perouse sent his long-boat and his barge, 
laden with water-casks, with a detacliment of soldiers un- 
der arms, to join a party under the command of M. de 
Langlc. M. Boutin had already received instructions con- 
cerning the means of preserving order, and of providing 
for our safety when the bpats should go ashore. At the 
same hour our captain also hoisted out his boats, and in 
like manner had water-casks and arms put into them. At 
half past twelve, the ships being three quarters of a league 
from land, with their larboard tacks on board, the four boats 
set off in or^ier to get water in a creek thai had been exam- 
ined by M. de I^angle. This watering place was to lee- 
ward of the one whither we had already been, and was 
thought preferable to it by M. de Langle, because it ap- 
peared less inhabited and equally commodious ; but the 
first had the advantage of an easier entrance, and of a suf- 
ficient depth of water for the boats to be in no danger of 
getting aground. 

'^ M. de Langle proposed to me, although I was still in 
a weak state, to accompany him in his excursion, by way 
of taking an airing on shore. He took the command of 
the barge himself, and gave that of the long-boat to M. le 
Gobien. M. Boutin commanded the Boussole's long-boat, 
and M. Mouton the barge. M. Colinet and Father Rece- 
veur, who were both sick, with Messieurs de Lemanon, la 
Martinierc, and Lavaux, accompanied us, as well as a num- 
ber of other persons belonging to the two frigates, so that 
we made up a detachment of sixty-one persons, the crews 
of the two barges included. 

•^ While on our way we saw with concern, that many of 
the canoes tliat were alongside of the ship followed us, and 
were corning to the same creek. We saw also along the 
rocks, that separated it from the neighboring bays, many 
of the natives repairing thither from the other villages. 
Upon our arrival at the reef, which forms the creek of the 
watering place, and only leaves a narrow and shallow pas- 
sage for boats, we perceived that it was low water, and 
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that the long-boats could not go in without getting aground. 
They touched accordingly at half a musket shot from the 
beach, which we could only approach by pushing them on 
with our oars. This bay had appeared to the captain in a 
more favorable point of view, because^ at the time he ex- 
amined it, the tide was not so low. 

** Upon our arrival, the savages, who lined the coast, to 
the number of seven or eight hundred, threw into the sea, 
as a token of peace, several branches of the tree from 
which the islanders of the South Sea draw their intoxica- 
ting beverage. When we landed, M. de Langle gave or- 
ders, that each boat should be guarded by a soldier under 
arms, and by a sailor ; and that the crews of the long-boats, 
while filling the casks, should be under the protection of a 
double line of soldiers extending from the watering place 
to the boats. As fast as the casks were filled, they were 
put quietly on board, the natives suffering themselves to 
be kept in tolerable order by the armed soldiers. Among 
them was a considerable number of women, and very 
young girls, who offered their favors to us in the most in- 
decent manner, and whose advances were not universally 
rejected. The children we saw there were few. 

<^ Towards the end of our labor, the number of natives 
increased, and became more and more troublesome. This 
circumstance induced M. de Langle to abandon his original 
intention of trafficing for a few provisions ; and he gave 
orders to re-embark without delay : but in the mean time, 
and this, I think, was the first cause of our misfortune, he 
made a present of a few beads to a sort of chiefs, who had 
helped to keep off the inhabitants. We were, however, 
certain, that this police was a mere mockery, and that, if 
these pretended chiefs had really any authority, it extended 
to a very small number of individuals. The captain's 
presents, distributed to five or six persons, excited the dis- 
content of all the rest. From that moment a general 
*clamor arose, and we were no longer able to keep them 
quiet. They suffered us, however, to get into our boats ; 
but a part of them stepped into the water in pursuit of us, 
while the others picked up stones upon the beach. 

'' As the long-boats were aground at a little distance 
from the strand, we were obliged in our way to them to 
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pass through the water up to our waists ; and in so doing 
several of the soldiers wet their arms. It was in this crit- 
fcal situation that the horrible scene heg^n which I am 
Bbout to narrate. Scarcely were we in the long-boats, 
when M. de Langle gave orders to shove them off, and to 
weigh the grapnel; but this several of the most robust 
islanders opposed by laying hold of the rope. The cap- 
tain, witness of their resistance, seeing the tumult increase, 
and perceiving the stones reach him, tried to intimidate 
the savages by firing a musket in the air ; but, so far from 
being frightened, they made it the signal of a general at- 
tack. Immediately a shower of stones, hurled with equal 
force and celerity, cam^ pouring upon us. The fight be- 
gan on both sides, and soon became general. Those whose 
muskets were in a serviceable state brought several of the 
infuriated Indianis to the ground ; but the others were by 
no means dismayed, and Seemed to combat with renewed 
vigor. A part of thetn came close up to the long-boats, 
While the rest, to the number of six or seven hundred, 
continued to stone us in the most dreadful and murderous 
manner. 

" Upon the first act of hostility I threw myself into the 
water, in order to swim to the Astrolabe's barge, which 
Was destitute of officers. The exigency of the case gave 
me strength suflScient for the small distance I had to go ; 
and, notwithstanding my weakness, and my being struck 
on the way by several stones, I got into the boat without 
assistance. I saw with despair that there was scarcely a 
musket that was not wet, and that nothing remained to be 
done but to get her afloat without the reef as soon as pps- 
sible. In the mean time the combat continued ; the enor- 
mous stones hurled by the savages maimed one or other of 
our people at evetj moment; and whenever a wounded 
roan fell into the water on the side of the savages, he was 
immediately despatched with clubs and paddles. 

" M. de Langle was the first victim of the ferocity o{ 
these barbarians, who had received nothing but favors at 
his hand. At the ver^eginning of the attack, he was 
beaten down from the bow of the long-boat, on which he 
was standing, and fell into the sea, with the master-at- 
arms and the carpenter, who were by his sidfe. The fury 
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with which the islanders fell upon the captain saved- the 
two latter, who found means to get on board the bange. 
*I^hose who were in the long-boats soon shared the fete, of 
our unfortunate commander, except a few who gol. awaj 
to the reef, and swam thence towards the barges. In Iq99 
than four minutes the islanders made themselves masten 
of the two boats ; and I beheld with grief and rage tlie 
loassacre of our unfortunate companions, without beiog 
able to afford them the smallest assistance. The A;5tC0T 
labe's barge was still within the reef and I expected 6ver»)( 
moment to see it involved in the misfortune of the Ipngr 
I^oats ; but it was saved by the avidity of the islanders, tbfi 
greater part of whom rushed into the latter, white the m^l 
contented themselves with throwing stones. A few, how- 
ever, came down, and waited for us in the channel) and 
upon the reefs. Although the swell was heavy, and UiQ 
wind right on end, we found means, notwith^tanding^heir 
stones, and the dangerous wounds by which many of) iia 
ly.ere disabled, to extricate ourselves from this fatal placQi 
and to join the Boussole's barge without^ con>mande4 hf 
M. Mouton, who, by throwing his water-casks into the 869) 
had lightened her, and made room for all those who s)V|^g|| 
Qn board. I had taken into that of the Aatrqlahe Me«6ieurA 
Boutin and Colinet, as well as several other persons. Tiho^f^ 
who had escaped to the barges were all either more or lesSi 
wounded. The boats were therefore defenceless, andi it 
was impossible to think of returning, to a bay when^ Qur 
escape had been most fortunate, in orc^er to.ipake^ hea4 
a^gainst a thousand enraged barbarians. IjL woqlf) ha,v|» 
been exposing ourselves, to no purpose, to certain death. 

" We steered our course then towards tliet two frigatf^i^ 
which at, three o'clock, the moment.of the massacre, ha4 
made a tack, oif shore. They did not so nnvch as suffpeci 
that we were in the smallest dangei:, an4 th/e wind being 
fresh, were a long way to wind^yajcdf a^,unfprtv^i[\9,4?.ci|^7 
cumstance for us, especially for thpse whos^ vvo^n49t re» 
<}uired speedily dressing. At. fou^, o'clock they, ticked 
a^in, and stood in for the lanu^, As. spoa,as,wejafpr% 
without tj>e reef9^, I set the sails, and hauif4 dos^.to .th% 
w^nd„ \ix qr^er tp get cle^r of the coa^t, th^owi^g^o^^^^i 
ho^td^, every, tjiiiig likely to impede^, the «§i^ng qf,a b^^ 
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80 full of people. Fortunately, the islanders, busy lA 
plundering the long boats, did not think of pursuing ujs. 
Our whole means of defence consisted of four or five cut- 
lasses, and a charge for two or three nnuskets ; a poor 
resource against two or three hundred barbarians armed 
with stones and clubs, and masters of light canoes which 
would enable them to choose their distance. Several of 
these canoes came out of the bay shortly after we left it ; 
but they made sail along shore, whence one of the number 
set off to give information to those that had remained 
alongside the frigates. The Indians on board had the 
insolence to make menacing signs as they passed by ; but 
our situation obliged us to suspend our vengeance, and to 
reserve our feeble means for self*deferice. 

" As soon as we were in the ofBng, we pulled up with 
the wind on end towards the frigates, hoisting a red hand- 
kerchief at the mast-head, and on our nearer approach, 
firing our three last musket shots. M. Mouton made also 
the signal for assistance with two handkerchiefs ; but we 
were almost alongside before we were perceived. The 
Astrolabe, the nearest of the two frigates, then bore down 
upon us ; and at half past four I put those who were the 
most severely wounded on board of her. M. Mouton hav- 
ing done the same, we repaired without delay to the Bous- 
sole, where I informed the commodore of this disastrous 
event. After the precautions with which his prudence 
had inspired him, and the just confidence tie had placed 
in that of M. de Langle, his surpi'ise was extrei^e ; and I 
can only compare his grief to that which I felt myself 
Our present misfortune reminded us strongly of that of 
July 13th, 1786, and helped to throw a still stronger 
gloom over our voyage ; though in this last circumstance 
we were still fortunate in saving the greater part of those 
who had gone ashore. If the desire of plunder had hot 
for a moment stopped or fixed the fury of the savages, not 
a man of us would have escaped. 

<^ It is impossible to describe the consternation occa 
lioned by this fatal event on board the two frigates. The 
death of M. de Langle, who enjoyed the confidence and 
esteem of his crew, was matter of the deepest regret to 
every one. The islanders who were alongside when I 
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came on board, were on the point of being immolated to 
the vengeance of our sailors, whom we found it extremely 
difficult to restrain. The general affliction which reigned 
on board is the best panegyric that can be pronounced on 
the captain. As to myself, I lost in him rather a friend 
than a commander. The kindness with which he treated 
me will make me regret him to the last moment of my 
existence, and happy should I have been if I could have 
proved my attachment and my gratitude by sacrificing it 
in his defence. But this brave officer, being more exposed 
than any one else, was the first who fell a prey to the wild 
beasts that assailed us. In my weak and convalescent 
state, I had gone ashore without arms, under the protec- 
tion of others ; and whrn I reached the barge all the 
ammunition was either exhausted < r wet. All then that I 
could do was to give orders, which were unfortunately of 
too little effect. 

^' r should do injustice to those who like me had the 
good fortune to save their lives, if I did not declare that 
they conducted themselves with all possible bravery and 
sang-froid. Messieurs Boutin and Colinet, who, notwith- 
standing their bad wounds, were pn^-fectly collected, had 
the goodness to assist me with their advice ; and I was 
also ably seconded by M. le Gobien, who was the last to 
leave the long-boat, and whose example, intrepidity, and 
discourse, contributed not a little to re-assure suqh of the 
sailors as felt themselves dismayed. The petty officers, 
soldiers, and seamen, executed the orders given them with 
equal punctuality and zeal ; and M. Mouton had no less 
reason to be satisfied with the crew of the Boussole's 
barge. 

. '^ Every one who was on shore can attest with me that 
no violence or imprudence on our part provoked the attack 
of the savages. Our captain had given the strictest orders 
in that respect, and they yii^rQ universally obeyed." 

In consequence of the above dreadful catastrofrfie it was 
necessary the ships should proceed from this horrid place 
to a secure port, for the purpose of building long-boats to 
replace those destroyed by the islanders. It was deter- 
mined to proceed to Botany Bay in New Holland ; on the 
12 
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passage they touched at Norfolk Island, and reached Bot* 
any Bay in January 1788. New long-boats were buOt, 
supplies of wood and water taken on board, and despatch- 
es and journals connected with the expedition handed over 
to the British Governor, to be forwarded to France. The 
expedition sailed thence late in February, and no authen- 
tic accounts of it were obtained for a period o( thirty^eight 
years ! ! 

As La Perouse did not return to France, and no ac- 
counts of him had been received for three years, the great- 
est anxiety was felt respecting his fate, especially by scien- 
tific and literary men. It was the general wish of the 
French nation that measures should be adopted to render 
all the assistance possible to the distinguished Navigators 
and Philosophers who composed the expedition. Accord- 
ingly the National Convention passed the following decree 
the. 9th of February, 1791 . 

^' The National Assembly, after having heard its united 
committees of agriculture, of commerce, and of marinCi 
decrees : — 

**That the king be entreated to give orders to all am- 
bassadors, residents, consuls, and national agents, at the 
courts of foreign powers, that they may engage those ^dif- 
ferent sovereigns, in the name of humanity, and of the arts 
and sciences, to charge all navigators and agents whatso- 
ever, their subjects, in whatever place they may be, but 
especially in the southerly part of the South Sea, to make 
inquiry after the two French frigates La Boussole and 
L' Astrolabe, commanded by M. de la Perouse, as well 
ais after their crews, and to obtain every information, 
which may ascertain their existence or their shipwreck; 
so that in case M. de la Perouse and his companions 
should be found, no matter in what place, there be given 
to them every assistance, and all means procured for them, 
that they may be enabled to return to their country with 
whatever may belong to them ; the National Assembly en- 
gaging to indemnify, and even to recompense, according 
to the importance of the service, whomsoever shall lend 
them succor, obtain news concerning them, or only restore 
to France whatever papers and other effects may have 
belonged to those nav^tors in then: expedition. 
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*^ It is further decreed, that the king be entreated to di- 
rect, that one or more vessels be equipped, and several 
learned and experienced persons, naturalists, and draughts- 
men embarked therein, to the commanders of which may 
be ffiven in charge the double mission, to search after M. 
de la Perouse, according to the documents, instructions, 
and orders that shall be given to them, and also at the 
same time to make inquiries relative to the sciences and to 
commerce, taking every measure independently of the 
pursuit after M. de la Perouse, and even after having met 
with hii;a, or obtained news concerning him, to render this 
expedition useful and advantageous to navigation, to geo- 
graphy, and to the arts and sciences." 

Shortly after passing the above decrees, orders were 
sent to Brest for the equipment of two frigates to be 
employed on a voyage in search of La Perouse's expedi- 
tion. The ships received names analogous to the object 
of the enterprise on which they were to be engaged ; the 
CoDunodore's ship was named " /a jRecAcrcAe" Tthe Re- 
search,) and the other received the name of VEiperanct 
niope.^ The command of the expedition was given to 
General d'Entrecasteanx. 

This expedition left France in 1791, and visited numer- 
ous groups of islands in the South Pacific and Indian 
Oceans, in search of La Perouse's expedition ; but found 
no traces of them. From the charts of this part of the Pa- 
cific, D'Entrecasteaux must have passed at no greater dis- 
tance than ten leagues from Manicola, or La Perouse's 
j|sland. This must have happened at night, and was un- 
fortunate ; for had the island been visited at so early a pe- 
riod, it is probable some of the survivors from the wreck 
might have been recovered, and restored to their country, 
to relate the melancholy disaster, which proved fatal to the 
most important scientific expedition that ever sailed firom 
Europe. 

After losing both captains, the ships reached the island 
of Jara, and were taken by the Dutch. Thus ended this 
disastrous expedition ; and no further steps were taken to 
ascertain the fate of the far-famed and ill-fated Count de 
1^ Peirouse. 

In the year 1813, the Bengal ship Hunter, Captaii^ob- 
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son, on a voyage from Calcutta to New South Wales and Can- 
ton, stopped at the Feeje islands. Mr. Dillon, chief officer, 
says — " We discovered that several Europeans were livuig 
on the islands : some had been shipwrecked, some desert^ 
ers, and some discharged from various vessels which had 
touched at the islands. We employed these men in the 
ship's boats, in obtaining beche de mer, sandal wood, &c. 
Unfortunately a misunderstanding arose between these 
men and the natives. A horrible affray occurred on the 
7th of September, in which all the Europeans were killed 
except myself, a man named Martin Bushart (a Prussian), 
and one of the ship's crew. Martin Bushart and a Lascar^ 
Achowlia, took refuge on board the Hunter ; and request- 
ed Captain Robson to land them at the first island he 
touched at on the way to Canton. 

We sailed from the Feejes, and the first land we made 
proved to be the island of Tucopia, in latitude 12*^ 15' 
south, and east longitude 169*^. We landed Martin Bush* 
art and the Lascar on this island the 20th September, 
1813. 

On the 13th of May, 1826, in command of my own ship» 
he St. Patrick, bound from Valparaiso to Pondicherry, I 
came In sight of the island of Tucopia. Prompted by civ 
riosity, as well as regard for an old companion in danger, 
I hove my ship too off Tucopia, with the hope of ascertain- 
ing whether the persons left there in 1813 .were still alive. 
Shortly a canoe put off from the land, and came alongside. 
In it was the Lascar. Immediately after another canoe 
came off with Martin Bushart, the Prussian. They were 
both in sound health, and were extremely rejoiced to see 
me. They informed me that the natives had treated them 
kindly ; that no ship had touched there from the time they 
were first landed, until about a year previous to my arri- 
val, when an EngUsh whaler visited the island for a short 
time, and a little after another whaler touched there. The 
Lascar had an old silver sword-guard, which he sold for a 
few fishing hooks to one of my crew. I inquired of the 
Prussian where it had come from. He told me, that on 
his first arrival on the island, he saw in the possession of 
the natives the sword-guard, several chain-plates belonging 
to a ship, also a number of iron bolts, fine axes, the handle 
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of a silver fork, a few knives, tea-cups, glass beads and 
bottles, one silver spoon with a crest and cypher, and a 
sword, all of French manufacture. He asked the natives 
how they obtained these articles, as they said the Hunter 
was the first ship they ever had communication with. They 
replied, that about two days sail in their canoes to leeward, 
there was a large group of islands under the general name 
of Manicola, to which they frequently made voyages, and 
obtained the articles from the natives of those islands. 
Upon examining the sword-guard minutely, I discovered, 
or thought I discovered, the initials of Perouse stamped on 
it, which excited my suspicion, and made me more exact 
in my inquiries, I then, by means of Martin Bushart, 
questioned some of the islanders respecting the way in 
which their neighbors procured the silver and iron articles. 
They told me that the natives of Manicola stated, that many 
years ago two large ships arrived at their islands. One an- 
chored at the island of Whanow, and the other at the island 
of Parou, a little distance from each other. Some time aA 
ter they anchored, and before they had any communica- 
tiop with the. natives, a heavy gale arose, and both vessels 
were driven ashore. The ship that was anchored of Wha- 
now grounded upon the rocks. The natives came in crowds 
to the sea-side, armed with clubs, spears, and bows and 
arrows, and shot some arrows into the ship ; and the crew 
in return fired the guns and some musquetry on them, and 
killed several. The vessel continuing to beat violently 
against the rocks, shortly went to pieces. Some of the 
crew took to their boats, and were driven on shore, whete 
they were to a man murdered on landing by the infuriated 
natives. Others threw themselves into the se^, so that 
none escaped out of this vessel. 

The ship which grounded on Parou was driven on a 
sandy beach, and the natives came down, and also shot 
their arrows into her ; but the crew prudently did not re- 
cent the aggression, but held up axes, beads, and other 
tpys, as peace-ofierings ; upon which the savages desisted 
from hostilities. 

The crew of the vessel were obliged to abandon her, and 
went on shore, bringing with them a great part of their 
siores^ They remained for some time, and built a small 
12* 
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vessel from the wreck of the large one. When the small 
vessel was completed^ as many as she could hold got into 
her, and sailed away, being plentifully supplied with pro- 
visions by the islanders. Several of their shipmates were 
left behind, and the commander promised to return speedily 
to bring off the remainder of the crew ; but she was never 
heard of afterwards by the islanders. Those who remained 
of the crew distributed themselves among various chiefs, 
with whom they resided until their death. 

The Tucopians asserted, that a great number of the ar- 
ticles were on the islands, in a state of preservation, which 
originally were taken from the vessels. The Lascar had 
made two voyages to Manicola, and had conversed with 
two Europeans, who were very aged men ; who told him 
they had been wrecked many years ago in a ship, the remnants 
of which they showed him. They told him also, that no 
ship had stopped there ; and that most of their companions 
were dead; but they had been so scattered about the 
islands, that they did not know how many were living. On 
hearing so many circumstances, all tending to confirm the 
suspicions which I conceived from the moment I saw the 
silver sword-guard with the cypher, I determined to pro- 
ceed as quickly as possible to the Manicola islands, e;tamine 
the wreck myself, and if possible bring off the two men of 
whom the Lascar spoke, who said they were French. Mar- 
tin Bushart being tired of leading a savage life, left the 
island with me. We sighted Manicola in a few days ; but, 
unfortunately, it fell calm, and remained so for seven days.^ 
My provisions being nearly expended, and the ship verjr 
leaky, I was obliged to abandon the object of my research, 
and with difficulty reached Calcutta. 

Captain Dillon, upon his arrival in India, made a detailed 
statement of the facts which had come under his observa-^ 
tion respecting those wrecks at Manicola, and the strong 
probability of their being the remains of La Perouse's ex- 
pedition. Upon his proposition to go in search of the sur- 
vivors, the government of British India fitted out a vessel 
called the Research, and appointed him commander. He 
sailed from Bengal in January, 1827. After stopping at 
Van Dieman's Land, New Zealand, and the Friendly 
islands, the Research reached the island of Tucopia on the 

\ of September. 
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The Lascar was still living, but could not be prevailed 
upon to accompany Captain Dillon to Manicola. 

Martin Bushart and a trading party procured the follow- 
ing articles from the Tucopians ; which had been procured 
in their visits to the Manicola isles, viz. — 

Fourteen pieces of flat iron, beaten out with stones in a 
rude form by the islanders, into the shapes of coarse car- 
penter's tools. 

One old sword blade, much rusted and worn by time. 
It appeared as if it had been for some years under water. 

One small piece of an old rasp, worn down smooth. 

One lather's hammer, of European manufacture. 

One plain iron bolt, with a head. 

One screw-bolt. 

One spike-nail. 

One very old razor, and one china plate. 

One piece of copper, with three holes in it. 

One half of a brass globe. 

Four composition bells, or rather rattles — such as are 
used by the muleteers in Spain. 

Four composition bells, shaped after the fashion of those 
used in Christian churches, with the figure 2 engraved or 
stamped on both of them. 

One silver sword handle, with a large and a small cy- 
pher, apparently resembling a P, surmounted by a crown. 

The moment the silver handle of the sword was produced, 
both M. Chaigneau and I recognized it as belonging to the 
sword-guard token by me to Calcutta in the St. Patrick — 
the cypher exactly corresponding. 

From this island the Research sailed for Manicola, and 
anchored on the east side of the island on the 13th of Sep- 
tember, 1827. This island is very mountainous on the 
east and north sides, with the hills rising from the 6ea, and 
completely covered with jungle to the very top. Where 
there are clear spots the natives build their huts. The 
ship being safely moored. Captain Dillon immediately pro- 
secuted Ae object of his search. The crew were divided 
into five watches, and well armed, to prevent surprise. 
Boats, commanded by a trading officer, were sent on shore 
to traffic for articles belonging to the shipwrecked vessels. 
During their absence the following articles were purchased 
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from the canoes which came alongside ; — One large car- 
penter's maul ; and a silver gravy-spoon of French make, 
with four stamps upon the shank. The upper part of th^ 
handle seemed to have had from two to three inches broken 
off, and the spoon itself was somewhat battered. I could 
clearly discover the stamp next to the head to be a P, with 
part of a flower underneath ; the next stamp to this was a 
crown, with a flower underneath ; the third I made oat to 
be. a crown, with a figure attached, but unintelligible; 
and the fourth I could not decypher. Monsieur Chaigneau 
discovered among the cyphers 9l fleur-de-Us, and was clearly 
of opinion, firom its shape and rashion, that the spoon was 
of French manufacture. 

Shortly after, my second officer purchased out of a canoe, 
part of the brass circle of a globe, with about one-third 
Droken ofi^ It was much worn by time, but the degrees 
and quarter-degrees remained undefaced. I also obtained 
a muleteer's bell, similar to those purchased at Tuco[Ma — 
together with the following articles, viz. — 

Two pieces of a ship's large iron knees, with the thin 
parts broken off, the remainder being the elbow or thick 
part. Two double-headed shot much oxydized. One 
large iron hook, such as is used on board of frigates fi>r 
runners. Two pieces of the end or thin part of a sUp's iron 
knees. One large iron bolt, measuring three feet. One 
ditto, measuring two feet, with a hole in it, such as is used 
for boot's cranes. One iron spike, sharpened by the nar 
tives for a small chisel ; and two iron, adzes of native maii- 
tiiacture. 

The next day the following additional articles were pur- 
chased of Uie natives, viz. — 

Two pieces of copper joined by a link, apparently the 
handle of a boiler. Two pieces of iron mani^etured, and 
strongly resembling the hinges of a ship's port. One large 
eye-bolt, with the shank broke short oSy such as are used 
for gun-carriages to hook the tackles to ; and a great num- 
ber of pieces of iron bolts, battered into different shapes by 
the islanders. 

On the morning c^ the 16th of September, three armed 
boats were despatched, laccompanied by Martin Bushart, te 
procure what articles and information they could of the 
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wrecks. At one P. M. the boats anchored off the village 
of Benimah, which is situated at the foot of a high hill 
rising abruptly from the sea. 




Shipwrtck of the Two DrigaUs on {he Island o/Manicola, 

Here they found all the chief men assembled ready to 
give them an audience. They were conducted into the 
spirit-house (i. e. town-hall), when an aged chief, named 
Owallie, rose and made the following statement. 
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'^ A long time ago, tbe people of this island^ upon cooh 
ing out one morning, saw part of a ship on the reef oppo- 
site Paiow, where it held together till the middle of th^ 
day, when it was broken by the sea, fell to pieces, and 
large parts of it floated on shore along the coast. The ship 
got on the reef in the night, when it blew a tremendous 
hurricane, which broke down great numbers of our fruit 
trees. We had not seen the ship the day before. Four 
men were~«aved from her, and were on the beach at this 
place ; whom we were about to kill, supposing them spirits 
— ^when they made a present to our chief of something, 
and he saved their lives. They lived with us a short time, 
and then joined their people at Paiow, who built a small 
ship there, and went away in it. None of these four men 
were chiefs-rrthey were only subordinate men. Those 
things which we sell you now have been procured from 
the ship wredced on that reef, on which, at low water, our 
people were in the habit of diving and bringing up what 
they could find. Several pieces of the wreck floated on 
shore, from which we procured some things ; but nothing 
nas been got from it for some time back, as it has become 
rotten, and been drifted away by the sea. We killed none 
of the ship's people at this place ; but several dead bodies 
were cast on shore, with the legs, and other members, ^o* 
tilated by sharks. The same night another ship struck on 
a reef near Whanow, and went down. There were several 
men saved from her, who built a little ship, and went away 
in five moons after the big one was lost. While building 
it they had a great fence of trees round them, to keep out 
the islanders ; who being equally afraid of them, they con- 
sequently kept up but little intercourse. The white men 
used often to look at the sun through something ; but we 
have none of those things. Two white men remained be- 
hind Jiftet the rest went away — the one a chief, the other 
a common man, who used to attend on the white chief^ 
who died about three years ago. The chief with whom 
the white man resided was obKged, about two years and a 
half ago, to fly from this country, and was accon^pani^ by 
the white man. The only wljdte people the inhabitants of 
these islands have ever seen, were, first, the people of 
the wrecked vessels ; and secondly, those now before me." 
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On the floor of the spirit-house mats i^ere spr^kl, &h 
Urbkh the fi)llowing articles were by the natives exhibitctd 
for sale, vi«. — 

Four chip's iron knees, with the flat parts brcVken 6ff. 
Two iron rudders. Braces for the stem post of a Iitfge 
ship, with the thin parts broken ofi*. The crown of a smSl 
dncbor, with five inches and a half of the shank, and ftlM 
tnehes of the arm attached to it. The upper part of ffite 
shank of a small anchor, with the ring attached. A ride 
of a large vice, such as is used by blacksmiths. Eighteen 
inches of the upper part of a crow, with the claw attached. 
One piece of an iron grating, nineteen inches. The half of 
ftn iron ring. One piece of iron, mounted to a shark 6ook 
by the islanders. One brass sheave for a topmast, ih' good 
dondition. One small brass mortar, of foiMr inches calibre, 
in good condition. One copper sauce-pan, with the han- 
dle broken ofi*. Three stew pans. One square i^oppfet 
Vessel, which formerly had a handle at isvery side. iW 

Eieces of broken china-wai^e, that seemingly h^hag&d'Uyn. 
trge cbina jar. One silver vessel Weighing tw^tity ounc^s^ 
erf an elliptical shape, somewhat resembling a sailce bOttt, 
with the Jkur^e-Ks stamped upon it in two diiferent 
jrfades, besides oth^r ornamental flowers. 

All these things were procured m exbhangcf for iron- 
BftoH^^ry, cutlery, and other Europi^an ak'tieles 6f bttrt^t'. 

On the 19th three whale boats were sent 6n ens €fjirpedi* 
S6h round the island, coiUmarided by the ditaghtsmM^ 
In the course of the day we We#^ visiUiid'by'seftt^m'cfeilides. 
V^ a chfset and a small piece of red cloth, I prMured frMl 
tMtti ohe half of a Chinese mtty ili§h, brndnleAted With 
figures bf flowers, fishes, liiid ia bit'd. Ttiso pHHiuy^ m 
rftifl knee, with the remain^ of tWo bdtt hdtefl in it-^making 
the eighth Which -We had recer?^ sih«^ oilf ai'rival at tlni 
fsfehd. Thfe use of ih^n knees iVafa elftiitety'i^Mliiied «o 
kWg's !lhips at th^ Xi^^ of the #lr^k' of lid Teft)ute* Th^ 
iie*t day r procured firom the iiftflVfe^ fe ^cttW <rMdri, fitted 
wfthH klattdte likcl a hand Utonm^r. In th^ aftehvoon th^ 
boAts ah'fVed, having isircuitinaflgafM the Mand> fllid pro- 
ett#ed tli^HMIowing artlde*; Viz.^ 
A mmbeir o^ pieces of \Mi it^n, fr(»di Ibfe^ m niMe ftH 
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resembling a lever. One dittOj with a forelock hole. One 
ditto, like the horse of a long boat. Three large spikes, 
converted into fish-hooks by the natives. One iron stan* 
chion, with the ears complete. Three heads of double 
headed shot. One wedge. Two carpenter's mauls. One 
small caulking iron. Three large sized hooks, for ship's 
tackle blocks. One small ditto. One swivel of a small 
gun. One large brace for a ship's stern, curiously cased 
with a composition of brass, lead, &c. 

The above described brace was large enough for a ship 
of a thousand tons. The following are the copper, brass, 
and leaden articles received by the boats, viz. — 

One small brass bell, diameter eight inches, without a 
tongue, having three fleur-de-lis cast upon it A large 
brass ship's b^, ti^elve inches and a half in diameter, with 
a piece broken out of the head, and without a tongue. 
On the front of this bell were cast the holy cross erect, 
between the Virgin Mary and the image of a holy man 
bearing a small cross. To the right of the large cross are 
the following words — ^* Bazin vCa faii^ " Bazin made me." 
One small brass gun, of two inches calibre, so foul with 
verdigris as to render it impossible to make out what fig* 
ures were cast on it. One circular brass, with teeth or 
cogs on the inside. One piece of brass bent into a ho<^. 
One pewter vessel. One piece of a ship's deep sea lead 
One copper fish kettle, with cover and haqdle complete, 
stamped on one side with three fl^nr-de-lis. One copper 
ladle without a handle. One sauce-pan, without^tover or 
handles, with two flfiur-de4i$ stamped on it, One copper 
purser's scale. One piece of a copper funnel. One pur-' 
■er's wooden scale, for weighing provisions, turned. 

The boats proceeded to Psdow, where the small vessel 
was said to have been built. They found it a low level 
land, extending along the sea-coast two miles in an east 
and west direction. The plain extends inland two or three 
miles, and is thickly covered with wood, except a irnoM 
char spot. Some of the trees are enormously large. 
Throng this plain there runs a small river, into which the 
tide flows. The clear spot of ground just alluded to, the 
area of which may be about one square acre, is fronted on 
the south by the pea, on the east by the river, on the north 
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and west by woods. It is the best adapted place on the 
island either to build or launch a vessel at. Here our two 
guides said that the vessel was built and launched ; and I 
do not doubt the truth of their account, it being the only 
dear spot on the whole coast, and evidently made so by 
human hands. I examined all the place carefully for the 
remains of a stone or wooden fortification ; but could not 
trace anything of the kind. If the fence was built of wood. 




Vtetv of the Spot where the Timber was ctU to build the smaU VesseL 



It has had tmie enough, in forty years exposure to the 
weather, to be rotted away and totally annihilated ; and 
there IS neither a stone nor rock in the neighborhood with 
which to build one more durable. The search for inscrip- 
tions was equally fruitless, as the trees about the clear spot 
are not large enough to admit of one, and there are no 
rocks al)out there. Every spot was examined minutely ; 
13 
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but 710 traces were discovered of any Europeans ever bar- 
ing been there. The trees on the bank of the ri^er were 
also examined, but no traces of any inscriptioia were found. 
I saw up the river, however, the stumps of trees that had 
been cut down with axes many years before, and of which 
I have no doubt the vessel was built which the natives 
speak cf. In the course of conversation with two Deni* 
mah chiefs, I learned that the wood of which the vessel 
was built was cut up the river, and rafted down the stream 
to the clear spot. 

On the 30th, at eight o'clock A.M., I sailed With four 
boats and thirty armed men, for the purpose of making a 
complete survey of the inland and reefs, so as to ascertain, 
if possible, the exact spot on which the two ships had been 
wrecked. On arriving at the village of Whanow, we found 
the inhabitants engaged in a turtle feast. From them we 
purchased a small turned wooden vessel, and the bottom 
of a silver candlestick, with a coat of arms on it. One of 
the natives went. into his house, and pulled ^rom the fire- 
side a thick sheet of copper, three feet and a half square, 
for which we gave him a large axe; Being in want of 
water, two men from each boat landed with the water 
kegs, and went up to the nearest house. On passing it, 
one of our people called out in Spanish, *'Here is Rfleur^ 
de-lis ;" which M. Chaigneau and I, who followed and un- 
derstood him, desired him to point out. He directed our 
attention to the door of a house, where we saw at the bot- 
tom of the threshold a decayed piece of fir or pine plank, 
with a fleur-de-lis and other ornamental work upon it. It . 
had probably formed part of a ship's stern, and when com- 
plete exhibited the national arms of France. Its length 
was four feet, and breadth thirteen inches. It was placed 
upon its edge to barricade the passage, for the double pur- 
pose of keeping the pigs out and the children in the house. 
This was bought for a hatchet. One of the officers shortly 
informed me, that he saw a pinding stone of European 
manufacture lying by the door of one of the native's houses ; 
whither I followed him, and found a small mill-stone, such 
as is used for grinding grain. The account published by 
the French government of the fitting out of La Perouse's 
expedition^ states that he was furnished with several pairs 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



VORE ARTICLES FOUNB4 147 

of grinding stones. This forms a strong fink in the chain 
of circumstances, that go to fix the identity of the ships 
lost at Manicola. A large copper boiler, and many other 
articles, were purchased at this village. 

Afler arriving at the river on which it was said the small 
ship was built, I inquired in what place it was built. Some 
of the aged men pointed to a hollow in the west bank of 
the river, assuring me that was the place. This hollow 
might be fifty fathoms on the left hand within the mouth 
of the river ; and from the general appearance of the 
country, there exists the greatest probability of the truth of 
this information. Except this solitary spot, which was clear 
fn3m the sea-side, the whole prospect on the coast presented 
to view an uninterrupted forest and impervious underwood. 
The clear space extended about seventy fathoms in a north 
and south direction along the bank of the river, and per- 
hapsone hundred and twenty fathoms cast and west along 
the head of the bay. 

Two boats proceeded to th^ reef where one of ths ships 
was wrecked. Several canoes of natives were already 
there. On reaching the reef we went up to the canoes, 
the people in which succeeded in procuring three small 
brass guns ; and one of the sailors found a fourth lying in 
a hollow, covered with two or three feet of water, where 
the natives report the ship was wrecked. They were paid 
for the guns they had found ; and one of the ic canoes was 
detained, on account of its light drausTht of water, to .'kim 
the surface of the reef, in search of further remains of the 
wreck. The follov/ing articles were found on the reef by 
the natives and boats' crews, viz. — 

Four brass guns. One large shot, eighteen pounds. One 
leathern cistern for a ship's head. One piece of lead pipe. 
Seven pieces of the stern head of a sliip. Two copper 
links with handles. One small sheet of c'>ppcr. Two old- 
fashioned shoe buckles. One Spanish dollar nearly coated 
with coral. A surgeon's tourniquet. One earthen brick. 
The socket of a brass candlestick. Together witii a num- 
ber of fragments of glass, china, iron, and copper. 

The next day the boats sailed for Paiow. At ebb tide 
in the evening we stood out for the reef, and were con- 
ducted by the natives to the spot vherc we i>lcked up the 
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guns yesterday. They said that one ship was lost here, 
and the other iarther to the westward ; but from the latter 
nothing was saved. Here we found two other openings in 
the reef, about a mile apart, each large enough to adnait 
ships of the greatest size clear of all danger. Night now 
approaching, and the tide not having sufficiently ebbed to 
admit of further search, we stood in for Paiow, where we 
anchored for the night. 

In the morning we sailed out at daylight to the reef; 
and as the tide ebbed made a diligent search, and found 
the under-mentioned articles. — One joint or upper part of 
a composition pump, with the figure 4 engraved on it. 
Four feet of the iron tiller of a ship, with a round hole in 
the end for the tackle blocks. One gun's leaden apron. 
One brick. A circular piece of brass. One brass guard 
for a musket trigger. A piece of brass.tube much bruised. 
Several gun flints. Some beads, and a great number of 
glass, china, and metal fragments. 

After remaining at Manicola twenty-five days, and pro- 
curing numerous other articles belonging to the wrecks, 
and searching the island and rocks closely for inscriptions 
or monuments, to identify to a certainty who the sufferers 
were. Captain Dillon sailed to other i3lands in search of the 
surviving man, so as to rescue him from savage society if 
he yet lived. Before departing, a great number of old 
people were interrogated as to the circumstances of the 
shipwrecked strangers, their proceedings, and departure 
from Manicola. They to a man corroborated the state- 
ment of the aged Owallie in all its particulars. A number 
of islands were visited, and inquiries made after the white 
man who left Manicola ; but no satisfactory answers could 
be got from the natives. The Research now proceeded to 
India — where Captain Dillon was congratulated on the suc- 
cessful result of his enterprise. He landed his relics at 
Calcutta ; where they were examined by the governor and 
council of India, and the learned societies of Asia, who un- 
hesitatingly pronounced them remnants of La Perouse's 
unfortunate expedition. The captain's enterprise and per- 
severance were applauded.in high terms by the government 
of India ; and he was recommended to proceed directly to 
Europe. Accordingly he arrived in England, from whence 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



IRR 



INTERVIEW WITH THE KING. 149 

he proceeded to France with the relics. On arriving at 
Paris, he delivered the articles to the minister of marine ; 
who, on taking charge of them, informed him that they 
were to be placed in a cenotaph, to be greeted in the Na- 
tional Museum. Soon after, Captain Dillon received a 
communication from the minister of marine, informing him 
that his most Christian Majesty Charles X, as a mark of 
his approval of his services, was pleased to confer on him 
the order of knighthood, a/, a Chevalier of the Legion* of 
Honor, with a sufficient sum in cash to defray the expenses 
of his voyage to Europe ; also an annuity of four thousand 
francs per annum for life, and half that amount to his 
family in case they should survive him. " I was now*," 
says the Chevalier Dillon, taken to the French court, and 
was presented to the king, who received me very gracious- 
ly, and conversed with me upon the subject of my voyage. 
He was well acquainted with the history of La Perouse's 
expedition, and addressed several judicious questions to 
me respecting the loss of that celebrated navigator ; and 
inquired what was my opinion as to the probability of any 
of the crew being yet alive on the Solomon islands. Upon 
my withdrawing, he said, ' Good bye. Captain Dillon ; I 
thank you.' While at Paris I met several times with ihe 
Viscount Sesseps, who is the only person of La Perouse's 
expedition now known to be alive. He was attached to it 
twenty-six months, and was landed at Kamtschatka, to con- 
vey despatches and the charts and journals to France up 
to that date. He is now sixty-five years of age, and in 
good health. He accompanied me one day to the admi- 
ralty, for the purpose of viewing the relics procured at 
Manicola, which he examined minutely. The piece of 
board with the fleur-de-lis on it, he observed, had most 
probably once formed a part of the ornamental work of 
Boussole's stern, on which the national arms of France 
were represented. The silver sword handle and silver 
spoon he also examined, and said that such swords were 
worn by the officers of the expedition. With regard to 
the brass guns, having looked at them attentively, he ob- 
served that (he four largest weffe such as sto»d on tho 
quarter-deck of both ships ; and that the smallest gun was 
such as they had mounted in the long-boats when going 
13* 
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FATAL EXPLOSION OP THE BOILER 

ON BOARD 

THE STEAM BOAT 

HELEN MAC6RE60R, 

At Memphis J on the Mississippi. 



The following is a description, by a passenger, of one oi 
the most fatal steam boat disasters that has ever occurred 
on the western waters. 

On the morning of the 24th of February, 1830, the 
Helen McGregor stopped at Memphis, on the Mississippi 
river, to deliver freight and land a number of passengers, 
who resided in that section of Tennessee. The time occu- 
pied in so doing could aot have exceeded three quarters of 
an hour. When the boat landed, I went ashore to see a 
gentleman with whom I had some business. I found him 
on the beach, and after a short conversation, I returned to 
the boat. I recollect looking at my watch as I passed the 
gang-way. It was half past eight o'clock. A great num- 
ber of persons were standing on what is called the boiler 
deck, being that part of the upper deck situated immedi- 
ately over the boilers. It was crowded to excess, and pre- 
sented one dense mass of human bodies. In a few minutes 
we sat down to breakfast in the cabin. The table, although 
extending the whole length of the cabin, was completely 
filled, there being upwards of sixty cabin passengers, among 
whom were several ladies and children. The number of 
passengers on board, deck and cabin united, was between 
four and five hundred. I had almost finished my break- 
fast, when the pilot rung his bell for the engineer to put 
the machinery in motion. The boat having just shoved 
off, I was in the act of raising my cup to my lips, the ting- 
ling of the pilot bell yet on my ear, when I heard an ex- 
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plosion, resembling the discharge of a small piece of artil- 
lery. The report was perhaps louder than usual in such 
cases ; for an exclamation was half uttered by me, that the 
gun TV as well loaded, when the rushing sound of steam, 
and the rattling of glass in some of the cabin windows, 
checked my speech, and told me too well what had oc- 
curred. I almost involuntarily 1t)ent my head and body 
down to the floor — a vague idea seemed to shoot across 
my mind that more than one boiler might burst, and that 
by assuming this posture, the destrc ying matter would pass 
over without touching me. 

The general cry of, '' a boiler has burst," rcFOunded from 
one end of the table to the other; and, as if by a simulta- 
neous movement, all started on their feet. Then com- 
menced a general race to the ladies* cabin, which lay more 
towards- the stern of tie bofit. All regard to order or def- 
erence to sex seemed to be lost in the struggle for which 
should be first and farthest removed from the dreaded 
boilers. The danger had already passed away. I remained 
standing by the chair on which I had been previously sit- 
ting. Only one or. two persons staid in the cabin with me. 
As yet no more than half a niinutp had elapsed since the 
explosion ; but, in. that brief space, how had the scene 
changed ! In that *' drop of time" what confusion, distress, 
and dismay! An instant before, and all were in the quiet 
repose of security — another, and tlcy were overwhelmed 
with alarm or consternation. It is but justice to say, that 
in this scene of terror, the ladies exhibited a degree of firm- 
ness worthy of all praise. No screaming, no fainting — 
their fears, when uttered, were not for themselves, but for 
their husbands and children. 

I advanced from my position to one of the cabin doors^ 
for the purpose of inquiring v/ho wore injured, when, just 
as I reached it, a man entered at tJie opposite one, both 
his hands covering his face, and exclaiming, *' Oh God ! oh 
God ! I am ruined 1" He immediately began to tear off his 
clothes. When stripped^ he presented a most shocking 
spectacle : his face was entirely black — his body without a 
particle of skin. He luid been flayed alive. He gave me 
his name, and place of abode — therr sunk in a state of ex- 
haustion and agony on the floor, I assisted in placing him 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



DREikDFlTL CONDITION OF THE SUFFERERS. 1S5 

on a mattress taken from one of the berths, and covered 
him with blankets. He complained of heat and cold as^at 
once oppressing him. He bore his torments with manly 
fortitude, yet a convulsive shriek would occasionally burst 
from him. His wife, his children, were his constant theme 
— it was hard to die without seeing them — *' it was hard to 
go without bidding them one farewell." Oil and cotton 
were applied to his wounds ; but he soon became insen»- 
ble to earthly misery. Before I had done attending to him, 
the whole floor of the cabin was covered with unfortunate 
sufferers. Some bore up under the horrors of iheir situa- 
tion with a degree of resolution amounting to heroism. 
Others were wholly overcome by the sense of pain, the sud- 
denness of the disaster, and the near approach of death, 
which even to them was evident — whose pangs tliey al- 
ready felt. Some implored us, as an act of humanity, to 
complete the work of destruction, and free them from pres- 
ent suffering. One entreated the presence of a clei^yman, 
to pray by him, declaring he was not fit to die. I inquired 
— none could be had. On every side were heard . groans, 
and mingled exclamations of grief and despair. 

To add tr? the confusion, persons were every mooient 
running about to learn the fate of their friends and reldtives 
— fathers, sons, brothers — for in this scene of unmixed ca- 
lamity, it was impossible to say who were saved, or who 
had perished. The countenances of many were so much 
disfigured as to be pa^^t recognition. My attention, after 
some time, was particularly drawn towards a poor fellow, 
who lay unnoticed on the floor, without uttering a singie 
word of complaint. He was at a little distance removed 
from the rest. He was not much scalded; but ooe - of has 
thighs was broken, and a principal artery had been- severed, 
from which the blood was gushing rapidly. He betrayed 
no displeasure at the apparent neglect with^whichrhewas 
treated — he was perfectly calm. I spoke to him: he^sajkl 
" he was very weak, but felt himself going— it would fl»on 
be over." A gentleman ran for one of the physicians. He 
came, «nd dedared that if expedition were used, heiniMtit 
be preserved. by amputating the limb; but that, to^tdmt 
this, it would be necessary to remove hii».from 'the boat; 
Unfortunately the boat was not. fruffioiently near to^Yunui 
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pbtnk ashore. We were obliged to wait until it couM be 
close hauled. I stood by him, calling for help. We placed 
him on a mattress, and bore him to the guards. There we 
were detained some time from the cause we have men- 
tioned. Never did any thing appear to me so slow as the 
movements of those engaged in hauling the boat. 

I knew, and he knew, that delay was death — that life 
was fast ebbing. I could not take my gaze from his face 
— there all was coolness and resignation. No word or ges- 
ture indicative of impatience escaped him. He perceived 
by my loud, and perhaps angry tone of voice, how much I 
was excited by what 1 thought the barbarous slowness of 
those around : he begged me not to take so much trouble 
— that they were doing their best. At length we got him 
on shore. It was too late — he was too much exhausted, 
and died immediately after the amputation.' 

So soon as I was relieved from attending on those in the 
cabin, I went to examine that part of the boat where the 
boiler had burst. It was a complete wreck — a picture of 
destruction. It bore ample testimony to the tremendous 
force of that power which the ingenuity of man had brought 
to his aid. The steam had given every thing a whitish 
hue ; the boilers were displaced ; the deck had fallen down ; 
the machinery was broken and disordered. Bricks^ dirt, 
and rubbish, were scattered about. Close by the bowsprit 
was a large rent, through which I was told the boiler, after 
exploding, had passed out, carrying one or two men in its 
mouth. Several dead bodies were lying around. Their 
fate had been an enviable one compared with that of others: 
they could scarcely have been conscious of a pang ere they 
had ceased to be. On the starboard wheel-house lay a 
human body, in which life was not yet extinct, though ap- 
parently there was no sensibility remaining. The body 
must have been thrown from the boiler-deck, a distance of 
thirty feet. The whole of the forehead had been blown 
away : the brains were still beating. Tufts of hair, shreds 
of clothing, and splotches of blood might be seen in every 
direction. A piece of skin was picked up by a gentleman 
on board, which appeared to have been pealed off by the 
force of the steam. It extended from the middle of the 
tim down to the tips of the fingers, the nails adhering to 
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it. So dreadful had been the force, that not a p&rticle of 
the fles^h adhered to it. The most skilful operator coul 1 
scarcely have effected such a result- Several ditnl from 
iahaling the steam or gas, whose skin was almcst unin- 
jured. 

The number of lives lost, will, in all probibilily, never 
be distinctly known. Many were seen flu::g into thfj river, 
most of whom sunk to rise no more. CouM the survivor.^ 
have been kept together until the li I of passt ng ts was 
called, the precise loss would have been ascertiunj d. That 
however, though it had been attempted, w.uld, under the 
circumstances, have been next to irnposs ble. 

Judging from the crowd which I saw on the boiler-deck 
immediately before the exploLnon, and thfj staterric nt which 
I received as to the number of those who succeeded in 
swimming out after they were cast into tli;> river, I am in- 
clined to believe that between fifty and sixty must have 
perished. 

The cabin passengers escaped, owing to the peculiar 
construction of the boat. Just behind the boilers were 
several large iron posts, supporting, I think, the boiler- 
deck : across each post was a large circular plate of iron of 
between one and two inches in thickness. One of these 
posts was placed exactly opposite tlie heal of the boiler 
which burst, being the second one on tho starboarl side. 
Against this plate the head struck, and penetrated to tlie 
depth of an inch ; then broke, and flew off at an angle, en- 
tering a cotton bale to the depth of a (not The boiler 
head was in point blank range with the breakfast table in 
the cabin ; and had it not been obstructed by the iron post, 
must have made a clear sweep of those who were seated 
at the table. 

To render any satisfactory account of the cause which 
produced the explosion, can hardly be expected from one 
who possesses no scientific or practical knowledge on the 
subject, and who previously thereto was paying no atten- 
tion to the management of the boat. The captam appeared 
to be very active and diligent in attending to his duty. He 
was on the boiler deck when the explosion occurred, was 
materially injured by that event, and must have been igno- 
rant of the mismanagement, if any there were. 
14 
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From the engineer alone could the true explanation be 
afforded ; and, if indeed it was really attributable to neg- 
ligence, it can scarcely be supposed he will lay the blame 
on himself. If I might venture a suggestion in relation 
thereto, I would assign the following causes : — ^That the 
water in the starboard boilers had become low, in conse- 
quence of that side of the boat resting upon the ground 
during our stay at Memphis ; that, though the fires were 
kept up some time before we shoved off, that the head 
which burst had been cracked for a considerable time ; that 
the boiler was extremely heated, and the water, thrown in 
when the boat was again in motion, was at once converted 
into steam ; and the flues not being sufiiciently large to 
carry it off as soon as it was generated, nor the boiler head 
of a strength capable of resisting its action, the explosion 
was a natural result. 
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THE SHIP KENT, 

In the Bay of Biscay. 



The Kent, Captain Henry Cobb, a fine new ship of one 
thousand three hundred and fifty tons, bound to Bengal 
and China, left the Downs on the 19th of February, with 
twenty officers, three hundred and forty-four soldiers, forty- 
three women, and sixtynsix children, belonging to the 
thirty-first regiment ; with twenty private passengers, and 
a crew (including officers) of one hundred and forty-eight 
men on board. 

On the night of Monday, the 28th of February, 1827, 
when the Kent was in latitude 47 deg. 30 min., longitude 
10 deg., a violent gale blew from the west, and gradually 
increased during the following morning. The rolling ot 
the vessel became tremendous about midnight, so that the 
best fastened articles of furniture in the principal cabinr 
were dashed about with violence, and the main chains were 
thrown at every lurch under water. 

It was a little before this period, that one of the officers 
of the ship, with the well-meant intention of ascertaining 
that all was fast below, descended with two of the sailors 
into the hold, where they carried with them, for safety, a 
light in the patent lanthorn; and seeing jAat the lamp 
burned dimly, the officer took the precaution to hand it up 
the orlop-deck to be trimmed. Having afterwards discov- 
ered one of the spirit casks to be adrift, he sent the sailors 
for some billets of wood to secure it ; but the ship in their 
absence having made a heavy lurch, the officer unfortu- 
nately dropped the light ; and letting go his hold of the 
^cask in his eagerness to recover the lanthorn, it suddenly 
14* 
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Stove, and the spirits communicating with the lamp, the 
whole piicc was instantly in a blaze. 

It so happened, that X^e autfior yvent into the cuddy to 
observe the state of the barometer, when hji received from 
Captain Spence, the captain of the day,-the alarming in- 
telligence that the ship was on fire in the after hold. As 
long as tbq <J,evouring eleipenj; ^ppej^re(| |o be con- 
fined to the spot where tlie nre originated, and .which 
we were assured was surrounded on all sides by water 
casks, we ventured to cherish hopes that it might be sub- 
dued ; but no sooner was the light blue vapor, that at first 
arose, succeeded by volumes of thick dingy smoke, which 
speedily ascended through all the four hatchways, rolling 
over evpry pari of the ship, than all further concealment 
became impossible, and ahiio&t all hope of preserving the 
vessel was abandoned. "The flames have reached the 
edible tier," was exclaimed by some individuals, and the 
strong pitchy smell that pervaded the deck, confirmed the 
truth of the exclamation. 

In these awful circumstance?, Captaio Cobb, with an 
abihty and decision of character that seemed to increase 
with the imminence of the danger, resorted to the only al- 
ternative now left him, of ordering the lower deck to be 
scuttled, the combing of the hatches to be cut, and the 
lower ports to be opened, for the free admission of the 
v.aves. 

These instructions were speedily executed by the united 
eflforts of the troops and seamen ; but not before some of 
the sick soldiers, one woman, and several children, unable 
to gain the upper deck, had perished. On descending to 
the gun-deck with Colonel Fearon, Captain Bray, and one 
oi two other officers of the thirty-first regiment, to assist 
in opening the ports, I met^ ^staggering towards the hatch- 
way, in an exhausted and nearly senseless state, one of the 
mates, who informed us that he had just stumbled over the 
dead bodies of some individuals who must have died from 
suffocation, to which it was evident . that he himself had 
alrriost fallen a victim. So dense and oppressive was the 
smoke, that it was with the utmost difficulty we could re- 
main long enough feelow to fulfil Captain Cobb's wishes ; 
which were no sooner accomplished, than tbe 0^ rushed 
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m lyith extraordinary force, carrying away in its resistless 
progress to the hold, the larger t chests, bulk-beads, &c. 

On the one hand stoo<i death by fire, on the other, death 
by water : the dilemma was dreadful. Preferring always 
the more remote alternative, the unfortunate crew were at 
one moment attempting to check the fire by means of wa- 
ter; and when the? water became the most threatening 
enemy,^ their efforts were turned to the exclusion of the 
waves, and the fre was permitted to rage with all its fury. 

The scene of horror that now presented itself baffles all 
description. The upper deck was covered with between 
six and seven hundred human beings; many of whom, from 
previous sea-sick nes?, were forced on the first alarm to flee 
from below in a state of absolute nakedness, and were now 
running about in qucrt of hu bands, children, or parents. 

While some v/ero standing in silent resignation, or in 
stupid insensibility to their impending fate, others were 
yielding themselves up to the most frantic despair. Some 
on their knees were earnestly imploring; with significant 
gesticulations and in noisy supplications, the mercy of Him, 
whose arm, they exclaimed, was at length outstretched to 
sniite them ; others were to be seen hastily crossing them- 
selves, and performing the various external acts required 
by their peculiar persuasion ; while a number of the older 
and more stout hearted sailors took their seats directly 
over the magazine, hoping, as they stated, that by means 
of the explosion, vvhich they every instant expected, a 
speedier termination might thereby be put to their suf- 
ferin^$. 

Captain Cobb, with great forethought, ordered the deck 
to. b.e scuttled forw^ard, with a view to draw the fire in that 
direction, knowing that between it and the magazine were 
several tiers of water casks ; while he hoped tnat the wet 
sail:^^ c^c, thrown in the after hold, would prevent it from 
co^ununicating with the spirit room abaft. 

feveral of the soldiers' wives and children, who had 
for temporary shelter into the after cabins on the upper 
de^J^, ^pre engaged in praying and in reading the scrip- 
U;^ Wi^ th^ ladles, some of whom were enabled with 
Yf^fff^rd^ Sjeljf-possessfion, t% offer to others those spiritual 
co;ji^}fiti9p£u which a &rm and intelligent trust in the Re- 
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deemer of the world appeared at this awful hour to impart 
to their own breasts. 

All hope had ^departed — ^the employment of the different 
mdividuals indicated utter despair of rescue— one was re- 
moving a lock of hair from his writing desk to his bosom — 
others were awaiting their fate in stupor — ^some with manljr 
fortitude— others bewailing it with loud and bitter lamen- 
tation — ^and part were occupied in prayer and mutual en- 
couragement. 

It was at this appalling instant, when ^^ all hope that we 
should be saved was taken away," that, it occurred to Mr. 
Thompson, the fourth mate, to send a man to the foretop, 
rather with the ardent wish than the expectation, that some 
friendly sail might be discovered on the face of the waters. 
The sailor, on mounting, threw his eyes round the horizon 
for a moment— *a moment of unutterable suspense — and 
waving his hat, exclaimed, " A sail on the lee-bow !" The 
joyful announcement was received with deep-felt thanks- 
giving, and with three cheers upon deck. Our flags of 
distress were instantly hoisted, and our minute guns fired ; 
and we endeavored to bear down under our three topsails 
and foresail upon the stranger, which afterwards proved to 
be the Cambria, a small brig of two hundred tons burthen,. 
Captain Cook, bound to Vera Cruz, having on board 
twenty or thirty Cornish miners, and other agents of the 
Anglo-Mexican company. 

While Captain Cobb, Colonel Fearon, and Major Mac- 
gregor of the thirty-first regiment, were consulting together 
as the brig was approaching us, on the necessary prepara- 
tions for getting out the boats, &c., one of the officers 
asked Major M. in what order it was intended the officers 
should move off. To which the other replied, " Of course 
the funeral order;" which injunction was instantly con- 
firmed by Colonel Fearon, who said, '' Most undoubtedly 
the juniors first ; but see that any man is cut down who 
presumes to enter the boats before the means of escape 
are presented to the women and children." 

Arrangements having been considerately made by Cap- 
tain Cobb, for placing in the first boat, previous to letting 
it down, aJl the ladies, and*%s many of the soldiers' wivei 
as it could safely contain, they hurriedly wrapped them- 
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sebres up in whatever article of clothing could be most con- 
veniently found i and I think about two, or half past two 
o'clock, a most mournful procession advanced from the af- 
t^ cabins to the starboard cuddy port, outside of which the 
cutter was suspended. Scarcely a word was heard — not*a 
scream was uttered — even the infants ceased to cry, as if 
conscious of the unspoken and unspeakable anguish that 
was at tliis instant rending the hearts of the parting parents 
— ^nor was the silence of voices in any way broken, except 
in one or two cases, when the ladies plaintively entreated 
to be left behind with their husbands. But on being as- 
sured that every moment's delay might occasion the sacri- 
fice of human life, they successively suffered themselves to 
be torn from the tender embrace, and witli a fortitude 
which never fails to characterize and adorn their sex on 
occasions of overwhelming trial, were placed, without a 
murmur, in the boat, which was immediately lowered into 
a sea so tempestuous, as to leave us only ^^ to hope against 
hope" that it should live in it for a single moment. Twice 
the cry was heard from those on the chains, that the boat 
was swamping. But he who enabled the apostle Peter to 
walk on the face of the deep, and was graciously attending 
to the silent but earnest aspirations of those on board, had 
decreed its safety. 

After one or two unsuccessful attempts to place the little 
. frail bark fairly upon the surface of the water, the command 
w^ at length given to unhook. The tackle at the stem 
was in consequence immediately cleared ; but the ropes at 
the bow having got foul, the sailor there found it impossi- 
ble to obey the order. In vain was the axe applied to the 
eatangled tackle. The moment was inconceivabl]r critical ; 
as the boat, which necessarily followed the motions of the 
ship, was gradually rising out of the water, and must, in 
another instant, have been hanging perpendicularly by the 
bow, a^d its helpless passengers launched in the deep, had 
not a most providential wave suddenly struck and lifted up 
the stern, so as to enable the seaman to disengage the 
tackle ; and the boat being dexterously cleared from the 
ship, was seep, after a little while, battling with the billows 
.-—now raised, in its progress t#the bng, like a speck on 
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their summit, and then disappearing for several seconds, as 
if engulphed '' in the horrid ?ale" between them. 

Two or three soldiers, to relieve their wives of a part of 
their families, sprang into the water with their children, 
and perished in their endeavors to save them. One young 
lady, who had resolutely refused to quit her father, whose 
sense of duty kept him at his post, was near falling a sacri- 
fice to her filial devotion, not having been picked up by 
those in the boats until she had sunk five or six times. 
Another individual, who was reduced to the frightful alter- 
native of losing his wife or his children, hastily decided in 
favor of his duty to the former. His wife was accordingly 
saved, but his four children, alas ! were left to perish. A fine 
fellow, a soldier, who had neither wife nor child of his ovm, 
but who evinced the greatest solicitude for the safety of 
those of others, insisted on having three children lashed to 
him, with whom he plunged into the water. Not being 
able to reach the boat, he was drawn again into the sbip 
with his charge, but not before two of the children had ex- 
pired. One man fell down the hatchway into the flames, 
and another had his back so completely broken, as to have 
been observed quite doubled faUing overboard. The na- 
merous specimens of individual' loss and suffering, were 
not confined to the entrance upon the perilous voyage be- 
tween the two ships. One man, who fell between the boat 
and brig, had his head literally crushed fine ; and some 
others were lost in their attempts to ascend the /sides of the 
Cambria. 

When the greater part of the men had been disposed of, 
the gradual removal of the officers commenced, and was 
marked by a discipline* the most rigid, and an intrepidity 
the most exemplary : none appearing to be influenced by 
a vain and ostentatious bravery, which, in cases of extreme 
peril, affords rather a presumptive proof of secret timidity 
than of fortitude ; nor any betraying unmanly or unsoldier- 
like impatience to quit the ship ; but with the becoming 
deportment of men neither paralysed by, ^lor profanely in- 
sensible to, the accumulating dangers that encompassed 
them, they progressively departed in the different boats 
with their soldiers — the)f^who happened to proceed first 
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leaTing behind them an example of coobiess that could not 
be unprofitable to those who followed. 

Every individual was desired to tie a rope round his 
waist. While the people were busily occupied in adopt* 
ing this recommendation, I was surprised, I had almost 
said amused, by the singular delicacy of one of the Irish 
recruits, who, in searching for a rope in one of the cabins, 
called out to me that he could find none except the cord- 
age belonging to an officer's cot, and wished to know 
whether there would be any harm in his appropriating it to 
his own use. 

Again — as an agreeable proof too, of the subordination 
and good feeling that governed the poor soldiers in the 
midst of their sufferings, I ought to state, that towards the 
evening, when the melanchdy group who were passively 
seated on the poop, exhausted by previous fatigue, anxiety, 
and fasting, were beginning to experience the pain of in- 
tolerable thirst, a box of oranges was accidentally discov- 
ered by some of the men; who, with a degree of mingled 
consideration, respect, and affection, that could hardly 
have been expected at such a moment, refused to partake 
of the grateful beverage, until they had afforded a share of 
it to their officers. 

The spanker-boom of so large a ship as the Kent, which 
projected, I should think, sixteen or eighteen feet over the 
stem, rests on ordinary occasions about nineteen or twenty 
feet above the water ; but in the position in which we were 
placed, from the great height of the sea, and consequent 
pitching of the ship, it was frequently lifted to a height of 
not less than thirty or forty feet from the surface. 

To rea^h the rope, therefore, that hung from its extrem- 
ity, was an operation that seemed to require the aid of as 
much dexterity of hand as steadiness of head. For it was 
not only the nervousness of creeping along the boom itself, 
or the extreme difficulty of afterwards seizing on and 
sliding down by the rope, that we had to dread, and that 
occasioned the loss of some valuable lives, by deterring the 
men from adopting this mode of escape ; but as the boat, 
which one moment was probably under the boom, might 
be.carried the next, by the force of the waves, fifteen or 
twenty yards from it, the unhappy individual, whose best 
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calculations were ihos dbfealed, was gette^kWy lefft^ srtHtijg^ 
ing for some time in mid-air, if he vvim* not* iiep^tedly 
plunged several feet under water, or dashed Vith dahgercius 
violence against the sides of the rfettrrnin^^Uml ; or, wh^t 
not unfrequentiy happened, was forced to let gt> hM'hdld 
of the rope altogether. As there seemed, hdweref, no* al- 
ternative, I did not hesitate, notvrilhstahdirtg my compara- 
tive inexperience and awkwardness* in stiiih'a situUtioh; to 
throw my leg atross the perilous stick ; and with a heatt 
extremely grateful that such nieans of deliverance, danger- 
ous as they appeared, were still extended to me ; and more 
grateful still that I had been enabled, in cornmoh with 
others, to discharge my hone^^dtlty to my'sovereigri and 
to my fellow-soldiers, I proceeded, after confidently com- 
mitting my spirit j the great object of my sdlicitude, into 
the keeping of Him who had 'formed and redeemed it, to 
creep slowly forward, fecKng at cftiBry-st^p the incfeased 
difficulty of my situation. Ofl *getUn^ neaftly' W the end* of 
the boom, the young offider Whom I followed and myself 
were met with a squall of wind' arid r^im; ^ violent as to 
make us fain to efmbrace closely the slippery stick, withoot* 
attempting for some minutes to rtiake any progress, and to 
excite our apprehension that we must relitifqtiish all hope 
of reaching the rope. But our fears w€Jre disappointed ; 
and aftfer resting for awhile aft the bioori*-end, while my 
companion was desccfnding to the b6at, vrhi(5h he did not 
findnintil he had been plunged once or tv^te ovet head ih 
the water, I prepared to follow* afnd itl^t^d of lowering 
myself, as mtniy had imprudently done at the moment 
when the boat was inclining* to^afdSU^ — dtfd'cbftsequently 
being unable to 'descend the trhole distance before it again 
receded — I calculated thait while the boa'twais retiring, I 
ought to comriiende my descenft, which would probably be 
completed by the time the returning wave brought it un- 
derneath ; by which meatils I wasr, I believe, almost the 
only officet Or soldier who reached the b6at without being 
either severely bruised or immersed inf the water. Bnt my' 
friend Colonel Fearon had not bcfeYi S6'1btttinate ; f6r affe»' 
swithming f<k soitie tbne, atifd being repe^t^dty stru^* 
against the side of the boat, and at one' tiihe dravt^ d<kii^ 
pletely under it, be Wfiid at Is^t sd utterly exhauMed]; thtft* 
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est form, a calamity which fills the mind with horror ; but 
what is instant death, compared to those who had hunger, 
thirst, and nakedness to contend with ? who only escaped 
the fury of the waves, to enter into conflicts with the sava- 
ges of the forest, or the greater savages of the human race ; 
who were cut off from all civilized society, and felt the 
prolongation of life, to be, only the lengthened pains of 
death. Humanity recoils at the thought : to such distres- 
ses no description can do justice ; all the pathos of language 
is weak. 

For some days preceding it had blown very hard, the 
sky was overcast, so that they bad not been able to get a 
correct observation ; and it is likewise probabh that, from 
their vicinity to the shore, which they little expected, they 
bad been carried out of their course by currents. 

These circumstances combining, may account for their 
errors in reckoning, which occasioned the loss of the ship. 
It appears that Captain Coxon had declared only a few 
hours before the disaster took place, that he computed they 
were a hundred leagues from the nearest land, and this 
opinion lulled them into a false security. 

John Hynes, one of the survivors, being aloft with some 
others in the night watch,' saw breakers ahead, and asked 
his companions if they did not think land was near. To 
this opinion they assented, and immediately ran to inf( rni 
the third mate, who was the officer of the watch. Tliis 
infatuated young man laughed at their apprehensions, ojj 
which one of them ran into the cabin to inform the capt.iij 
of such an alarming circumstance, Vvho immediiituly order- 
ed the ship to wear ; but before this could be accom- 
plished, her keel struck with gi:eat foj-ce, and ia an in- 
stant ^very person on board hastened on deck, with horrcr 
and apprehension painted in their faces- 

The captain endeavored to dispel their fears of death, 
and begged them to be composed. The pumps were tr'tjd, 
but no water found in the hold, as the stern lay iLg'i on 
the rocks. In a few minutes the wind blew off. the i^Iiodj, 
which gave additional strength to their apprehensioivs. !cf:t 
they should be driven out to sea, and thus lose the only 
chance of life. 

The powder-room by this time was full of water ; ilie 
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masts Were then ordered to be cut away, without aay et-^ 
feet, and as the^ship lay within about three hundred ymrds 
of the shore> her destruction wfts now found to be inevita- 
ble* Distraction and despair took place at this dismal 
prospect, and no words can describe the scene that present- 
ed itself. Those who were most composed, set about 
framing a raft, by which means the women, children, and 
sick might be conveyed to land. Meanwhile, three men 
attempted to swim to the shore, with the deep sea line ; 
one perished in the attempt ; the other two reached land. 
By their assistance, a hawser was at last conveyed to the 
shore, and fastened around the rocks. 

Numbers of natives were assembled to behold the uncom- 
mon sight, and these assisted the two men on shore. The 
raft being by this time completed, was launched overboard, 
and four men got upon it to assist the ladies who were pas- 
sengers, but they had scarcely taken their station, before 
the hawser that surrounded the raft, snapped in two, by 
which accident it was upset and three of the men drowned. 

In this dilemma every one began to think of the best 
means of saving himself. The yawl and jolly-boat had al- 
ready been da^ed to pieces by the violence of the surf ; 
and the only means of preservation was the hawser, by 
which seversd of the men got safe to the shore, while fifteen 
were drowned in the difficult attempt. 

The ship soon separated just before the mainmast. The 
wind at the same time providentially shifted, and blew off 
the sea, a circumstance that contributed much to the pres- 
ervation of those on board, who all got on the poop as be- 
in^ nearest to the shore. The wind and surges impelling 
this part forward, it soon floated into- shoal water ; and by 
this fortunate incident most of them got safe on shore. 

Before this arduous business was well effected, night set 
in, and the natives having retired, several fires were lighted, 
and they supped on what provisions they found on shore. 
Two tents were formed of the sails, and in them the ladies 
were left to repose, while the men wandered about collect- 
ing such articles as they deemed serviceable. 

On the morning of the 5th, the natives returned, and 
without ceremony carried off whatever suited their fancy. 
This conduct excited a thousand uneasy sensations ; but 
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ms they still refrained from plundering the crew, their ap-^ 
prehensions were somewhat allayed. 

Next day was employed in collecting together every ar- 
ticle that might be useful in their journey to the Cape, to 
which they imprudently resolved to take their route ; a 
resolution which involved them in complicated misery » and 
which can be justified on no wise principle. From the 
wreck they might easily have built a vessel capable of 
containing them all ; and by coasting along, they might 
have reached the nearest of the Dutch settlements, with 
half the danger or risk to which they were now exposing 
themselves. 

But distress sometimes deprives men of all presence of 
mind ; and having just escaped the dangers of the sea, 
they seemed to have considered land as the most desirable 
alternative, without reflecting on the almost insuperable ob- 
stacles that lay in their way. 

On examining their stotes, they found two casks of flour 
and a tub of pork had been washed on the beach*, and some 
arrack, which was staved, lest the natives should get at it, 
and by intoxication increase their natural ferocity. 

Capt. Coxon now called the survivors together, and hav- 
ing divided the provisions among them, asked if they con- 
sented to his continuing the command, to which they 
unanimously agreed. He then proceeded to inform them, 
that he was in hopes of being able to reach some Dutch 
settlement ip fifteen or sixteen days, and in this calculation 
he probably was not much mistaken, had not rivens inters 
vened, which retarded their progress. 

Every thing being arranged, they set out on their jour- 
ney, leaving only an old East-India soldier, who being 
lame, preferred trusting himself to the natives, till a more 
fiivorable opportunity should present itself of his getting 
away. 

As they moved forward, they were followed by s^Hoe of 
the natives, while others stayed at the wreck. Those who 
accompanied them, plundered them from time to time of 
what they liked, and sometimes threw stones at them. 

After advancing a few miles, they were met by a part^' 
of thirty of the natives, whose hair was done up in a Com 
e^l fwm, and their faces painted red. Among these th^rev 
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was a man who spoke Dutch, and it afterwards appeared 
that his name was. Trout, and that he was a runaway slave 
from the Cape, on account of some crimes. When this 
person came up to the English, he enquired who they were, 
and whither they were going, and finding their country, 
and that they had been cast away, he informed them that 
their intended journey to the Cape would be attended with 
unspeakable difficulties from the natives, the wild beasts, 
and the nature of the country through wliich they were to 



Though this did not contribute to raise their spirits, they 
tried to engage him as a guide ; but no arguments could 
prevail on him to accept this office ; nor would the natives, 
he saud, suffer him, however strong his inclination might 
be. 

Thus disappointed in the services of a man, who, had he 
been faithful, might have been of essential use, they pursu- 
ed their journey for four or five days, during which the 
natives constantly surrounded them in the day, taking from 
them whatever they pleased, but invariably retired in the 
night. 

As they proceeded, they saw many villages, which they 
carefully avoided, that they might be less exposed to the 
insults of the natives. 

At last they came to a deep gully, where three of the 
Caffres met them, armed with lances, which they heW sev- 
eral times to the captain's throat. This irritating him be* 
yond all patience, instead of soothing them by presents or 
address, he wrenched a spear out of one of their hands, and 
broke it in two. Of this the natives seemed to take no 
notice, and went away ; but next day, on coming to a large 
village they found these three men with three or four hun- 
dred of their countrymen, all armed with lances and tar- 
gets, who stopped the English, who began to pilfer and 
msult them, and at last fell upon and beat them. 

Fear suggesting that it was the intention of the natives 
to kill them, they formed the resolution of defending them- 
selves to the last extremity, and having placed the women, 
the children, and invalids at some distance, the remainder^ 
the number of eighty or ninety, engaged their opponents in 
a kind of running fight for upwards of two hours, when our 
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cou&trymen gaining a rising ground, where they <xmld not 
be surrounded, a kind of parley took place. 

Dunng this unfortunate encounter, the probable canse of 
their future destruction, many were wounded on both sides, 
iwt none killed. A pacification taking place, the English 
cut the buttons from their coats and presented them to the 
natives, on which they went away, and returned no more. 
The following night they were terrified with the noise of 
the wild beasts, and kept watch for fear of them and tlie 
natives both. How dreadful a situation, especially for 
those who had been lately used to all the delicacies of the 
EastJ 

When morning arrived, they were again joined by Trout, 
who had been on board of the wreck, and had loaded him- 
self with various articles of iron and copper, which he was 
carrying to his kraal. He cautioned them against making 
any resistance in future ; for as they were not furnished 
with any weapons of defence, opposition would only irritate 
and increase obstructions. With this advice he left them. . 
Having made some progress during the day, they agreed 
to pass the night near a deep guliy, and were more disturb^ 
ed than ever with the bowlings of the wild beasts, which 
came so near as to occasion a general alarm, though a large 
fire was kept up to intimidate them. 

Next day, as they were advancing, a party of natives 
came down upon them, and plundered them, among other 
things, of their tinder box, flint and steel, which proved an 
irreparat)le loss. Every man was obliged to travel, by 
turns, with a fire brand in his hands, while the natives fo^ 
lowed them till it was almost dark. 

At length they came to a small river, where tifey deter- 
mined to stop all night. Before the natives retired, tbey 
showed more insolence than ever, robbing the gentlemen 
of their watches, and the ladies of their jewels, which they 
had secreted in their hair. Opposition was vain ; the at- 
tempt only brought fresh insults or blows. 

Next day they crossed the river. At this disastrous spot, 
their [H-ovisions being nearly expended, and the delay oc- 
casioned by travelling with women and children very great, 
the sailors began to murmur, and rashly resolved that every 
man should shift for himself. 
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Accordingly, the Captain, Mr. Logie the first mate, the 
third mate, Colonel James and lady, Mr. and Mrs. Hosea, 
the purser, five of the children, the surgeon, and some oth- 
ers agreed to keep company together, and travel as before ; 
and many of the sailors were also prevailed upon to attend 
them, by the liberal promise of the passengers in this party. 

On the other hand, Mr. Shavir the second mate, Mr. 
Trotter the fourth, Mr. Harris the fifth. Captain Talbot, 
Messrs. Williams. and Taylor, M. d'Espinette and several 
other gentlemen, w^ith a considerable number of seamen, in 
all forty-three persons, among whom w^as Hynes, from 
whose oral communication many particulars were after- 
wards obtained, resolved to hasten their journey. A young 
gentleman of the name of Law, about seven or eight years 
of age, crying after one of the passengers, they had the hu- 
manity to take him with them, and to carry him by turns 
when tired. 

This separation was as fatal as it was cruel and impoli- 
tic ; however, the second mate's party having been stopped 
by a river, they once more joined with apparent satisfac- 
tion, and passed tlie stream together, continuing in compar 
ny a whole day and a part of another. 

They now arrived at a large village, where they found 
Trout, who introduced his wjfe and child to them, and 
begged a piece, of pork. He informed tliem that this was 
his residence, ^nO^sg^ repeated, that the natives would 
not suffer him 1N> depwt, even if it should be his voluntary 
choice to return to his own country. However he commu- 
nicated various articles of information relative to their jour- 
ney, for which they made due acknowledgment ; but it is 
to be lanrented that he could not be induced to carry his 
services farther, or rather that his crimes and his character 
rendered him dangerous to be trusted, and fearful of trust- 
ing himself among Christians. 

During their conversation with Trout, the natives sur- 
rounded them in numbers ; and when the English proceed- 
ed on their journey, these people did not leave them until 
dusk. The following night both companies were united ; 
but that distress, which ought to have been the bpnd of 
amity, was unfortunately perverted into an occasion for 
disaffection and complaint. 
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Their provisions running- very short, a party went down 
to the sea^side, to gather shell-fish from the rocks-^when 
a considerable quantity of oysters, muscles, and limpets 
were found. The best of these were divided among the 
women and children ; but the tide happening to set in be- 
fore they had completed a sufficient stock, some of this 
miserable company went with a very scanty allowance. 

After this repast, which rather excited than gratified 
their appetites, about noon they reached a small village, 
where an old man approached them armed with a lance, 
which he levelled, making at the same time a noise some- 
what resembling the report of a musket> From this cir- 
cumstance, if it is properly stated, it is probable that he 
was aware of the power of fire-arms, and apprehended that 
they would kill his cattle ; for he instantly drove his herd 
into the kraal. The cattle are always secured on the 
appearance of danger, and during the nights, in the area of 
the tents formed by the natives, which are constantly set 
up in a circular direction. 

The old man seeing his cattle were not molested, took 
no further notice of the English ; but some other inhabit- 
ants of the same village dogged their progress, and behaved 
very ill. 

The last, the final separation took place — they parted to 
meet no more. On coming to this resolution, they seemed 
at length to have been influenced by motives, which had 
at least the fallacious appearance of reason. They ob- 
served that, by pursuing difierent routes, and travelling in 
small parties, they should be less the object of jealousy to 
the natives, and could the more easily procure subsistence. 
To counterbalance these advantages, however, they lost 
that unity of action, that systematic direction, which a pru- 
dent superior can communicate to those under bis care ; 
and, by rejecting established authority, they soon split into 
parties, guided only by caprice, and swayed by temporary 
views. After all, they did not part without evincing those 
emotions, so honorable to human nature. Their misfor- 
tunes had in some measure levelled distinctions ; and the 
services of tfie lowest were regarded as tokens of firiend- 
ship, not expressions of duty. 
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From this period the fate of the captaiti and bis asso- 
ciates is almost wholly unknown. But knagination cai^ 
not form a scene of deeper distress, than what the tender 
and delicate sex^ and innoceirt children must have expe^ 
rienced. It harrows up the very soul to think what pangs 
they must have endured, struggling with calamity of every 
kind, and exposed to the rude assaults of a bafbarous race 
of men, whom they could neither avoid nor conciliate. 
From the history, however, of the party, some of whom 
survived their distresses, it is probable that the hand of 
death soon released them from their accumulated ills. This 
is the only idea on which the heart of sensibility can dwell 
with pleasure ; and this hope is confirmed by subsequent 
inquiries, which we shall state in the sequel ; though the 

Eublic mind was harassed with the belief, that a few had 
een doomed to worse than death by the natives. 

The purposed separation having taken place, the party 
which had attached itself to the second mate travelled tiU 
it was quite dark ; when arriving at a convenient spot, 
they kindled a fire, and took up their repose for the night. 
Next day it was conjectured they proceeded thirty miles, 
and though they saw many of the natives, none ofiered 
them the least molestation. 

Towards the close of day they reached an extensive 
wood, and being Fearful of entering it till morning, they 
Bpeiit a restless night on its verge, terribly alarmed by the 
wild beasts, whose howUngs were dreadful indeed. 

They continued their route the following day until noon, 
without any other food than wild sorrel and berries, whidi 
the birds had pecked at, a pretty certain indication that 
they were not poisonous. None of the natives made their 
appearance ; and in the afternoon the wanderers reached 
a point of rocks, where they found some shell-fish ; and 
having refreshed themselves, they advanced till they fell in 
with a large river, on the banks of which they reposed. 

Next morning they had the mortification to find that 
this stream was not fordable at that place ; and several of 
tb^n Goqid not swim. They resolved to trace its wind- 
infls, and in their way fell in with many Tillages ; but th* 
inhid>itant8 seemed too much wianoeA to jFidd Umb vaif 
assistance. 
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PuiBuing the course of the river a considerable way, and 
not findiiig it to narrow, they determined to construct cat- 
amarands, or floating stages, on which they might pass it. 
This being soon effected with such materials as they found 
on the banks, such as could not swim were placed on the 
float, which was impelled by the swimmers; and though 
the river was said to be nearly two miles over, they all 
crossed it in safety. 

It was three days since they imd left the sea-coast, and 
during that period they had scarcely tasted any thing but 
water and wild .sorrel. They had the same fatigues to un- 
dergo in reaching the beach on the opposite side; but 
when they arrived there, thev were fortunate enough to 
obtain plenty of shell-fish, witn which they again refreshed 
themselves. 

After pursuing the windings of the coast for three or four 
days, in which time the natives suffered them to pass with- 
out opposition, they entered on a woody and desert country, 
as the rocks near the shore rendered that way impassable. 

Penetrating a pathless wood, where perhaps no human 
being had ever trod, uncertain which way to proceed, in- 
commoded by the heat, and exhausted with the fatigues of 
their march, they were almost ready to sink, when they 
reached the summit of a hill. Here they rested, and had 
the satisfaction to see a spacious plain open before them, 
through which a fine stream meandered. As the wild 
beasts, however, were accustomed, in their nocturnal prowl- 
ings, to resort thither for water, the situation of the travel- 
lers was both perilous and subject to perpetual alarms. 

In the morning one of them ascended a lofty tree, to ob- 
serve the trendings of the coast ; and having made their 
observations, they resumed their journey, and entered an- 
other wood just as night set in. Having passed this, through 
tracks which wild beasts alone had formed, they again 
reached the sea-coast as night commenced, and endeavored 
to make fires ; which, afier the fatigues they had under- 
gone in the day, was a toilsome business. The oysten 
which they had collected were thrown into the fire, to 
make them open; for there was not a knife remainii^ 
among them. On this spot they reposed, but found not a 
drop of water. 
16 
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The mekncholy circumstaiiGes these men were under, 
were unfevorable for observation. Nevertheless, it is re- 
marked, that the first nation they passed through was of a 
dark copper coloured complexion, and had long woolly 
hair, which they tied up in the form of a cone ; their noses 
were prc»ninent, and the general features not bad. In per- 
son they were robust and well-fn-oportioned, and used no 
other covering than a slight girdle round their loins, except 
on hunting expeditions, or when it was bad weather. On 
such occasions they wore the skin of some wild beast. The 
women are well formed, and possess some regularity of 
ieatures. Round their waist they wore a kind of n^t, 
which reached half way down their thighs ; but the 
meshes were so wide that this can scarcely be called a 
covering. 

Their houses are construct^ of poles, ranged circularly, 
and brought together at the top, which is mere thatched 
with reeds and long grass. The sides are wattled with- 
out, and plastered within with cow dung. In the centre 
is a hole about three feet deep, in which the fire is lighted, 
while the &mily take their station around' it. In building 
and domestic arrangements, they observe nearly the same 
forms throughout ail that part of Africa. 

Next day the wanderers, in the course of their journey, 
had the good fortune to discover a dead whale, which gave 
them no httle satisfaction in their famishing condition. 
The want of a knife to cut it up, put it out of their power 
to profit to the full by this accidental supply ; and some of 
them, even in the extremity of hunger, would have nause- 
ated such food raw. However, by making a fire on part of 
the carcase, and digging the roasted part out with oyster 
shells, they all found means to make a hearty meal. 

A fine champagne country now presented itself, the 
sight of which tempted them to believe that their fatigues 
were near a termination, and that they had reached the 
.most remote of the Dutch settlements. Accordingly, some 
were for taking their route that way, while others perse- 
vered in their original plan of keeping in }he vicinity of tim 
fldhore. Thus new dissensions arose, and the want of una- 
nimity again involved them in fresh distresses. 

After many disputes, another division of the party todk 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



OBSTRUCTIONS IN THEIB, MARCH. 183 

place. Mr. Shaw, the fourth mate, Messrs. Williains and 
Taylor, Captain Talbot, and some other gentlemen, with 
seamen, to the number of twenty^two inclusive, among 
whom was Hynes the reporter, resolved to proceed inland ; 
while the carpenter, the ship's steward, M. d'Esfrinette, 
and Mr. Oliver, with about twenty-four seamen, proceeded 
along the shore. 

The party which took the interior proceeded for three 
days through a very pleasant country, where they saw a 
number of deserted kraals. During this time they had no- 
thing to subsist on but a few oysters which they carried 
with them, and some berries which they picked up by the 
way. The effects of hunger soon compelled tliem to return 
again to the coast, where they found the ustial supplies of 
shell-fish. .Before this Captain Talbot had complained of 
geat lassitude, and repeatedly sat down to rest himself. 
The company indulged him for some time by doing the 
same; but seeing he was quite exhausted, they went on^ 
leaving him and his faithful servant Blair sitting side by 
side ; and neither of them were heard of any more. 

Having reposed near the shore, next day about noon 
they came to a small river, where they found two of the 
carpenter's party, who, not being able to swim, had been 
left behind. The j6y of these poor fellows at seeing their 
comrades bafBes description. They had lived on shell-fish, 
which while they tvere gathering, their fire went out, an4 
involved them in the iast distress. 

With difficulty ihey were got over the river ; and travel- 
ling im for four days more, came to another river, of such 
breadth, that none would venture to pass it. There was 
BO alternative now, but to march along its banks, in hopes 
of finding a practicable passage; and in their way the; 
came to a village, where the natives showed them the in- 
side of a watch, which some of the carpenter's party had 
given them for some milk. Mr. Shaw observing that a 
traffic would not be unacceptable, offered them the inside 
of his watch for a calf; but though they assented to the 
terms, no sooner had they obtained the prize, than they 
withheld the caif, and drove the English from their 
rUlage. 

After several days journeying, and passing through var 
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nous villages without molestation, the river seemed practi- 
cable, and a catamarand being constructed as before, they 
all passed over save two, who were afraid to venture— h9o 
much more terrible to men is the dread of instant death 
than lingering misery ! 

Having gained the opposite bank, they took an oblique 
direction towards the i^hore, which they reached about noon 
of the third day. In the morning at the ebbing of the tide, 
they procured some shell-fish ; and having refreshed them- 
selves, they set out to encounter new perils. 

In the course of that day's march, they fell in with a 
party of the natives belonging to a new nation, who mal- 
treated and beat them ; and to avoid their persecution, they 
hid themselves in the woods, from which they again issued 
out when the enemy had retired. 

They had not proceeded far, before they perceived the 
prints of human feet in the sand, which convinced them 
that some of their late companions had preceded them. 
With the hopes of rejoining them, they retraced their foot- 
steps for a while, but soon lost them amidst rocks and grass. 

After some time they came to another river of some 
magnitude, which they passed on a catamarand as before, 
and rested on the opposite bank. During the two foUow- 
ing days nothing remarkable happened. At the expiration 
of that period they overtook the carpenter's party ; and, on 
comparing sufferings, they found that those of the party 
who had got ahead had been still more severe than theirs. 
The carpenter himself had been poisoned by eating some 
kind of fruit ; M. Espinette and Mr. Oliver, worn out with 
fatigue, had been left to their fate. The unfortunate little 
traveller, Law, was still with them, and had hitherto borne 
fatigue in an astonishing manner. 

Thus once more united, they proceeded together, tiU 
they came to a sandy bank, where they discovered a couple 
of planks, with a spike-nail in each. This must have con- 
vinced them that some European ship had been near the 
coast, or that they were in the vicinity of settlemeojLs ; but 
the nails themselves were prizes of tne first consequeneeb 
They flattened them between two stones, and bent th^n 
into something like knives ; and happy were the possessors 
of such a valuable acquisition. 
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In a short time they came to another river, on the bank« 
of which they found fresh water, which determined them 
to rest there for the remainder of the night. On examin- 
ing the sea-^hore they found another dead whale, which 
would have diffused a general joy, had not a hrge party of 
the natives been seen observing their motions, who imme- 
diately came down upon them armed. These people, how- 
ever, no sooner saw the miserable figure which the travel- 
lers made, than they lent their lances to such as were em- 
ployed on the whale ; by the assistance of which and their 
two knives, they cut it into junks, and carried off a consid- 
erable quantity, till they could find fire and water to 
dress it. 

On coming to a river the following day, another of the 
party dropped, and they were under the hard necessity of 
leaving him. Being now in possession of plenty of meat, 
they travelled four days without intermission. Having pro- 
cured a stick, they now set about making a kind of 
almanac, by cutting a notch for every day ; but in cross- 
ing a river, this register of time was lost, and the care 
they had taken to compute their'melancholy days was of no 
avail. 

They soon reached a new river, where they halted for 
the night. The frequent impediments of rivers much re* 
larded their progress ; and it is a fact well known, that a 
considerable number of streams intersect the coast between 
that part of Caffraria where they were wrecked, and the 
Ca^. Few of tfiese, however, are of great magnitude at 
any considerable distance from the sea ; but as the wander- 
ers derived all their subsistence from the watery element, 
they were d>liged to submit to the inconvenience of passing 
them in general where the tide flowed. This will account 
for difficulties, which a more inland course, had it been 
practicable, would not have subjected them to. 

As the weather ivas very uniavomble the next morning, 
aome of the company were afraid to cross the river ; on 
which Hynesf and about ten more, impatient to proceed, 
awam across, leaving the rest behind them. Having gained 
tte opposite shore, they pursued their journey tiU they 
came to a place where shell'-fish, wood, and water, were 
abundant. Here they halted two days, in expectation of 
their friends coming «p ; but as it still blew fresh, they 
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thought it in vain to wait any longer for their more timor* 
ous companions, and accordingly went on. 

They had not journeyed many hours Before they had the 
good fortune to discover a dead seal on the beach. One 
of the knives being in the possession of this party, they set 
about cutting up their prey ; and having performed this, 
they dressed some of the flesh on the spot, and carried the 
rest with them. 

Next morning, the party left behind overlook them. 
This was now under the conduct of the ship's steward ; 
and in the interval of the recent separation, Jt appeared 
they had suffered extremely from the natives, from hunger, 
and fatigue ; and that five of them were no more. 

Thus these unfortunate men were rapidly losing some of 
the body ; yet the reflection on their forlorn condition did 
not arouse them to the sense of the good effects of una* 
nimity, which alone, had it been either a p)ermanent princi- 
ple, or enforced by an authority to which they ought to 
have submitted, might have saved them mai^y distresses, 
and would have tended to the preservation of numbers. 
Concord is alv^ays strength; the contrary, even in the 
happier circumstances, is weakness and ruin. 

Having shared the remainder of the seal among them, * 
and taken some repose, they again proceeded in one body ; 
and after some time came to a bfty mountain, which they 
must either cross, or go round the bluff point of a rock, on 
which the surf beat with great violence. They chose the 
btter alternative, but had reason to repent of their temerity ; 
as they had a miraculous escape with their Uves, and lost 
not only their remaining provisions, but their fire-brands 
were extinguished in the waves. 

Dispirited by this essential loss, which was their chief 
protection from the wild beasts, they felt the misery of 
• their situation with aggravated force; and an additional 
l^m clouded their future prospects. Marching along in 
this disconsolate mood, they perceived some female natives^ 
who immediately fled. When the travellerif came up to 
the spot where these female wanderers had been first des- 
cried, they had the satisfaction to find that the fire, on 
which they had been dressing some fish, was not extin- 
guished. With joy they lighted thenr brands, and pureued 
their course. 

m 
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Next day they arrived at a village, where the natives of> 
fered to barter a young bullock with them. This was a 
temptation not to be resisted. The inside of a watch, 
some buttons, and other trifles, were gladly offered and 
accepted in exchange ; and the beast was delivered up, and 
bflled by one of the Caffres' lances. 

The natives were pleased to receive back the entrails ; 
and our people having divided the carcass among them in 
the most impartial manner, in which their young friend 
was not forgot, they took up their lodgings here for the 
night, and. next morning passed another river on a cata* 
maraud. 

This was the only sustenance they had hitherto receive 
from the natives by barter or favor ; except that the women 
would sometimes give the poor Uttle youth, who accom- 
panied them, a little milk. Among the most barbarous 
nations, the females, to the honour of their sex, are always 
found comparatively humane ; and never was there an ob« 
ject of greater commiseration than Master Law. Hitherto 
e had got on tolerably well by the benevolent attentions 
of his companions. He walked when able and when tired, 
was carried in turn without a murmur. None ever ob« 
tained any food without allowing him a share. When the 
rest were collecting shell-fish, he was left to watch the fire, 
and on their return he participated in their spoils. On 
such disinterested humanity we dwell with pleasure, and 
Heaven will eye it with regard. Happy would it make us 
to reflect that so much care had been ultimately success- 
fill ; but when the soul of innocence winged its flfght to 
the skies, let us hope that a Being who delights in benev- 
olence, took a milder account of the sins of those who re- 
lieved the wants of this unfortunate youth, and that his 
protectors enjoy his company where fViendship is eternal. 

They now entered on a sandy desert, which occupied i 
ten days in passinff. In this desokte track they had many 
rivers to pass ; and had they not obtained a previous sup- 
ply of food, they must all have perished. Water, however, 
was generally found by digging in the sand ; and as they 
were safe from the apprehensions of the natives, this seems 
to have been the most pleasant part of their journey. 

Having crossed the desert, they entered on the territo- 
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ries of a new nation, who sometimes maltreated them, and 
at others, permitted them to pass without molestation. 
Being now on the borders of the ocean, they fell in with a 
party of the inhabitants, who advised them to go inland ; 
and taking their advice, they soon came to a village, where 
they found only women and children. The women brought 
out a little milk, which they gave to the boy. This nutri- 
tious fluid was kept in small baskets, curiously formed of 
rushes, with great compactness. Here they had an oppor^ 
tunity of examining several huts, and observed the curious 
mode in which the natives churned their butter. Thejr 
suspendefi a leathern bag in the middle of the tent, and 
pushed it backwards and forwards till the butter arrived at 
a proper state of consistence. 

While the travellers were resting themselves, the men 
belonging to the villa^ returned from hunting, each bear-* 
ing on the point of his spear a piece of deer's flesh. They 
formed a ring around the strangers, and seemed to gaze 
<Hi them with admiration. After having satisfied their cu- 
riosity, they produced two bowls of milk, which they 
seemed willing to barter ; but as our wretched countrymen 
had nothing to give in exchange, they denied them this 
humble boon wi£out an equivalent, and ate it up them* 
selves. 

Scarcely had they finished their meal, when they all 
rose up, and, in an instant, went off into the woods — leav* 
ing the English under some apprehensions as to the cause 
of this sudden motion. In a short time, however, they re^* 
turned with a deer ; and though our people begged, in the 
most impressive terms, to partake of the spoils, the natives 
turned a deaf ear to their solicitations, and insisted, more^ 
over, on their quitting the kraal. This thev were obliged 
to comply with ; and, advancing a few miles, laid thesa^ 
selves down to rest. 

For several days they pursued their journey without any 
remarkable occurrence. They frequently fell in with tto 
natives, but they would parTwith nothing without a return ; 
which it was not in their power to make. However, thej 
had the negative satisfialction of not being annoyed in tbeir 
imgresa. 

'Hiey now came to another river, where thqr saw thiM 
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or four huts, containing only women and children. The 
flesh of sea cows, and other animals, was hanging up to 
dry, of which the women gave the travellers a part. That 
night they slept but a small distance from the huts. 

Next morning Hynes and nine otliers swam across the 
river, while the others were too much alarmed to make 
the attempt. Those who crossed the river had soon after 
the good luck to observe a seal sleeping, just above high 
water mark ; and having cut off his retreat, they found 
means to kill him. This was a providential supply ; and 
having divided it, they travelled four or five days, occasion- 
ally fdling in with the natives, who, on the whole, behaved 
with tolerable forbearance. 

They now arrived at another river, which they were 
obliged to cross ; but difficulties of this kind were become 
familiar. Next day they found a whale ; and being thus 
well supplied with provisions, they resolved to halt for their 
companions ; but, after waiting two days, they proceeded 
without them. They afterwards learned, that the remain- 
der of their friends bad taken a more inland route, and had 
got before them. 

Having cut up as much of the whale as they could carry, 
and being tolerably refi-eshed, they proceeded in a direct 
course, without the necessity of loitering in quest of food* 

Thus they travelled for more than a week, and in their 
way discovered some pieces of rags ; which convinced them 
that their late associates had got the start of them. This 
induced them to hasten their march ; but soon entering on 
a sandy desert, where there was little prospect of obtaining 
wood and water, they began to feel dejected. To their 
great joy, however, at the entrance of a deep gully, they 
saw the following words traced in the sand — ^^ Turn in here, 
and you will find a plenty of wood and water." This 
seemed to cheer them like a revelation from heaven ; and, 
on entering the gully, they found the notification verified, 
and the remains of several fires; which assured them 
that their late companions had reposed in the same 
place. 

They proceeded on for several days, proportionably ex- 
hausted with fatigue as they advanced ; but without any 
memorable occurrence. They now came to a bluff point of 
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a rock, which projected so far into the sea, as to obstruct 
their passage that way ; on which they directed their course 
more inland. To add to their distress, their stores were 
now exhatisted ; and while the dread of perishing of huo* 
ger was upperitost in their minds, they arrived at a large 
pond of water, aiid luckily found a number of land crabs 
and snails in the vicinity ; oil which they made a hearty 
m^al, and then took up their repose. 

As soon as it dawned they resumed their journey ; and 
soon after entering a wood, they observed many trees torn 
up by the roots. While they were lost in amazement at 
this phenomenon, to their terror and astonishment, thirty 
or forty large elephants started up out of the long grass 
with which the ground was covered. The travellers stood 
for some moments in suspense whether they should retreat 
or advance ; but at last, taking a circuitous course, they 
passed these enormous creatures without any injury. Pro^ 
bably th^ elephantd were not less terrified than our country- 
men. The grass in which they lay was not less than eight 
or nine feet high. This may appear strange to those who 
are unacquainted with the luxuriant vegetatioh 4>f tropical 
regions, and the effects of a peculiarly rich soil; but 
other travellers, of Unquestionable veracity, have made the 
same remarks on Africa. 

Our countrymen having reached the sea-shore, wera 
miserably disappointed by the state of the tide, which pr^ 
duded them from their usual supplies. To such extremity 
were they reduced, that some of them having made a kind 
.of shoes of the bullock's hide, which they had obtained in 
barter from the natives, as mentioned before, singed off the 
hair, and boiled and ate them. To render this disgusting 
dish more palatable, they added some wild eelery, which 
grew on the spot ; and of this they all partook. 

At low water they resorted to the rocks to procure shell- 
fish ; and, as they proceeded on their journey, they often 
perceived evident traces of that division of their party which 
had got the sta^t of them. In two days time they fell in 
with a hunting party of the natives. These men wor^ a 
kind of shoe on the right foot ; and when they took a! leap, 
they bounded from that foot with the utmost agility. They 
offered no molestation to our people as they passed ; and 
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for a succession of days, the natives every •where bfhan^ 

with the same forbearance. 

After passing two rivers, and finding no fre^h water pe^r 
them, they entered on a sterile country ; where eveiji the 
natives seemed to have nothing to subsist on, but what they 
derived from fishing and hunting. What then must h^V9 
been the distress of our travellers ! They had not ^, dfop 
of water for some days ; and a few berries, which they oor 
casionally picked up, were the only alleviation of tlieir 
burning thirst. However, they soon reached the nation ^ 
the C^res, properly so called, and saw a beautiful luid 
populous country. 

Puring their march through this country, thev observe^i 
oiie day, a great number of the natives exercising them- 
selves in throwing the hassagay, or lance. Being arranged 
In two lines, on opposite sides of a 9weUing lawn, pne of 
them rolled a wooden ball, with all his might, frjpii^ the top 
of the descent ; while his countrymen showed their dex* 
teritv by lodging their lances in it as it passed along. 

The travellers were now starving ^imidst plenty. Th^y 
saw plenty of cattle ; but so tenacious were the natives pf 
their property, that they would not part with the leas^ ,v^t 
uable gratuitously, and our people h^d Qpthing )to ^ve in 
barter. So jealous were the CafTres of ^he depredations pf 
these poor vagrants, that they constantly secured their cat- 
tle as they approached, and even used violence to tl^eir 
persons, to keep them at a distance. Thus we i^ee t^t^ jii^ 
all countries, poverty is considered rather as a crime than 
a misfortune ; and he who has nothing to bestow, is i^me? 
.^lately suspected of an intention to take awjay. 

But the GafFres have Jjeen characterised by Vaillaut as 9 
Jiumane and inoffensive pepple. Ifow are we th,ep tp i;e- 
concile this description with the conduct they displayed to 
pur Countrymen ? May not the idea that they werie Dutch- 
men solve the difficulty? Bet;ween the CafTres and t))ie 
Dutch colonists ^ inveterate enmijty sul^sisted at that pq- 
riod. The CafTres had hc^en treate^d wijth unparalleled 
cruelty and oppression by the white people, with whpqi 
tfcey were qonverswit ; and all white people were, jl^ei^^ 
ifoi:e, proWbljr regarded a^ ,enemie?. A™i?flg IWiff^^F ' 
^fipnf, w^ei^ever any uit,erQc^rsp J];^ajs b^p^ g^t^aV'^ 
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with EoropeaiSy the characters of the latter, in general, 
have been too hastily determined by the conduct of a 
worthless few. Thus, as on other important oocasionSy 
the many may suffer for the vices of individuak. 

Our travellers, every where repelled, or regarded with 
apprehension, at length came to a river, and on the farther 
side of it were met by a party of the natives, t>ne of whom 
had adorned his hair with a bit of a silver buckle, which 
was known Xp have belonged tg the ship^s cook. It seems 
the cook had set a particular value on his buckles, and had 
covered them with bits of cloth to conceal them from the 
natives ; but at last, hunger had driven him to offer part of 
them in barter for food ; but no sooner had the natives ob- 
tained their prize, than they flew from their engagement, 
as was the general practice, and drove the claimants away. 

Hynes and his party were severely handled by the body 
of the natives they had just fidlen in with ; and to avoid 
their persecution, they travelled till late at night; when 
coming to a litde wood, they took up their repose for a few 
hours ; but recommenced tiieir journey before light, that 
they might escape a repetition of the ill treatment of the 
natives. 

Next day, about noon, they reached a spot where there 
was good water, and the probability of finding plenty of 
shell-fish. This determined them to halt and refresh them- 
selves. While in this situation, they were overtaken by a 
violent storm of thunder and lightning, and the rain poured 
down in such torrents, that they were obliged to hold up 
their canvass frocks over the fire to save it from being ex- 
tinguished. Next day, at low water, they found shell-fish 
as usual ; but soon after they resumed their journey, and 
on coming to a large village, the inhabitants set upon them 
with such fury, that several were severely wounded, and 
one of them died soon after. Hynes received a wound in 
his leg from a lance ; and being knocked down, remained 
senseless on the spot. His companions thinking him dead, 
marched on. However, in a few hours, to the unspeakable 
jov of all, he rejoined his friends, after they had despaired 
of ever seeing him more. From this time they lost sight 
of the habitations of the natives, and entered on a sandy 
desert, where it -was with the utmost difiiculty they could 
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pick Up any subsisteDce. At intervals, however^ they ex- 
perienced the usual bounties of the sea ; and having col- 
lected as many shell-fish as possible, they opened them by 
the force of fire, and taking out the animal, left the shells, 
which infinitely diminished the labor of carriage. This ex- 
pedient tbey did not bit on at first. Well may necessity 
be said to be the mother of invention ! 

Having passed the desert, they soon afterwards arrived 
at a large river, which they afterwards learned was named 
Boschiesman's River. Here they overtook Thomas Lewis, 
one of the division who had got before them. This poor 
man had been taken ill, and was abandoned to his fate. 
What must his ecstasy have been, to find himself once 
more united to his associates ; but the present relief came 
too lat6 ! He informed them that he had travelled inland, 
and seen many huts ; at one of which he obtained a little 
milk, and from another was beaten away. He added, that 
having reached the place where they now found him, he 
was so sensible of his reduced state, that he could not at- 
tempt to cross the stream, and had come to the resolution 
of returning to the nearest kraal, indifferent as to his recep- • 
tion or life. 

In vain 4id his companions strive to get the better of his 
determination. They flitttered him with the hopes of be- 
ing yet able to reach the Cape ; but their encouragement 
was ineffectual. Both his body and his mind were broken 
down — he had drained the cup of affliction to the dregs — 
despair had laid her iron hand on him, and sealed him for 
her own. . In spite of all their entreaties, he went back to 
the natives ; and had once^ more the good fortune to find 
assistance, at the time when he could least expect it, and 
in such a shape as proved effectual to his preservation. 

But we are anticipating events. On exploring the sea- 
coast, our people, to their great joy^ discovered another 
whale ; and having cut the flesh into junks, they loaded 
themselves with as much as they could carry. They again 
lost sight of the natives and their huts ; but where man re- 
tires, wild beasts usurp dominion ; and these kept them in 
perpetual alarm. No parts are more infested with them 
than where they were now travelling ; and indeed it ap- 
pears wonderful that, with all their precautions, they should 
17 
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be able to escape their opea ravages. That stragglers 
roust have fallen a prey to these savages of the forest, and 
the dying or dead found a grave in their bellies, are circum- 
stances that can be little doubted. 

On the fourth day after passing this river, they overtook 
the ship's steward and Master Law, who still had survived 
ineffable toils. The cooper had been buried the preceding 
evening in the sand; but when Hynes and the steward 
went to take a farewell view of the spot, they found that 
the body had been carried off by some carnivorous animal, 
which had evidently dragged it to a considerable distance 
through the sand. The vestiges of these ravenous beasts 
were so plain on the sand, that they were filled with horror 
at the sight. 

Hynes' party presented the steward and child with some 
of the flesh of the whale, which refreshed them considera- 
bly ; and for eight or ten days more they proceeded in com- 
pany. At last they came to a point of rocks, and as the 
whale was by this time quite expended, they thou^t it 
proper to go round the edge in quest of their customary 
supplies. This took up so much time, that they were 
obliged to sleep on the rocks, where the water was very 
brackish. In the morning the steward and child were both 
taken ill, and being unable to proceed, the party agreed to 
halt another day. The extreme coldness of the rock, on 
which they had slept the preceding night, had produced a 
sensible effect on them all ; and probably led to that catas- 
trophe, which, as infant innocence is concerned, must af- 
fect every heart the more. , In the course of the following 
night, this poor child who had run through so much dis- 
tress already, and who might now be said to be within the 
reach of relief, paid the debt of nature. He had been left, 
as they supposed, asleep near the fire where they had re- 
posed ; but when they had made their arrangements for 
breakfast, and wished to call Rim to participate, it was 
found that his soul had taken its flight to another world. 
Forgetting their own misery, they felt for the loss of this 
tender youth, as if he had been the son of each ; but the 
sufferings of the steward were inexpressible. This child 
had been the object of his fondest care during a long and 
perilous journey ; and now *to lose him was distraction. It 
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1 mdi the Utmost difficulty that his companions oooU 
tear him from the spot. 

They had not proceeded fiur before one of the party 
asked for a shell of water. This being given him, he so- 
licited a second ; and immediately after he had drank it 
up, he laid himself down, and instantly expired. So much 
were they habituated to soeaes of distress, that, by this 
time, death had ceased to be regarded as shocking — it was 
even considered as a coRsummatioB rather to 1^ wished 
than dreaded. They left this poor man where he dropped ; 
and they had not advanced far before another complained 
of extreme weakness, and sat down on the sand by the 
sea-side to rest himself Him too they left, compelled by 
severe necessity, in order to search for wood and water, 
promising, if successful, to return and assist him. Having 
sought in vain for a comfortable resting place for the night, 
Uiey were ati obliged to repose on the sand. One of them 
bumaaely recollecting the intuation of their comrade, who 
was unable to proceed, went back to the spot where he had 
been left, in hopes of recovering him ; but the unhappv 
roan was not to be found ; and as he had nothing to shel- 
ter or protect him, it was concluded that he had fallen a 
prey to the wild beasts. 

With the first approach of day they resumed their jour- 
ney. Their situation was now more deplorable than ever. 
For many hours they had not beea able to procure a drop 
of fresh water: the glands of their throats and mouths be- 
came much swollen ; and, in the extremity of thirst, they 
were induQed to swallow their own water. 

This was the crisis of calamity. The misery they now 
underwent is shocking to relate. For two days they had 
existed without food or water; and the steward, whose 
benevolence ought to immortalize his memory, now followed 
his little favorite into another worid. In short,, to such a 
.state of want and weakness were they now reduced, that 
death was stripped of all its terrors. In traversing the sea- 
coast they found part of a fish, which afforded about a 
mouthful to each ; but the want of water was much more 
severely felt than that of food. 

Next morning, two more of the party were reduced to 
the most languishing state ; one of whom^ unable to pro- 
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ceed a step farther, laid himself down ; andhiscompanions^ 
destitute of all means of assisting him, took an affectionate 
leave, and left him to expire. 

Towards evening on reaching a deep gully, where there 
was, at first, the prospect of finding some water, they found 
another of the Grosvenor's crew, who had reached this 
spot, lying dead, with his right hand cut off at the wrist. 
We are told, that his companions recollected it had been 
the common asseveration of the deceased, ^^ May I lose my 
right hand, if this is not true ;" and hence they supersti- 
tiously imagined that Providence had, by a miracle, 
shown its indignation against his profaneness. 

One of the crew, who had lost his own dothes in cross- 
ing a river, took this opportunity of supplying himself, by 
stripping the dead man ; and then they all proceeded tiU 
night, when they laid themselves down to sleep without 
the least sustenance but what their own water afforded 
them. 

Next day brought no alleviation of their sufferings. Ne- 
cessity impelled them to proceed, though hope scarce 
darted a ray through the gloom of their prospects. 

The whole party was at last reduced to three persons, 
Hyncs, Evans, and Wormington ; and those could only 
hope to be a few days behind their companions. Their 
faculties rapidly declined ; they could scarcely hear or see ; 
and a kind of fatuity seized their minds. 

Their misery, from thirst, became now so intolerable, that 
Wormington earnestly importuned his two associates to de- 
termine by lot who should die, in order that the others 
might be preserved by drinking his blood. Though Hynes 
was almost become childish, this idea shocked him ; he 
shed tears, and declined, that as long as he was able to 
walk he could not think of casting lots, but that, should he 
be obliged to drop, they might use him as they saw fit. On 
this, Wormington shaking hands with Hynes and Evans, 
left them to proceed without him. 

Every hour now seemed to throw a deeper gloom over 
their fate: nature could support no more. Hynes and 
Evans, however, made another effort to get on, without 
even hoping that relief was within the possibility of their 
reach. This day they saw something before them which 
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had the appearance of large birds ; but judge their surprise 
when, on approaching nearer, they found them to be men. 
Nearly blind and idiots, they did not, at first, recollect who 
their new found companions were ; but after some time 
they discovered that they were four of the steward's party, 
from which they had been separated. One of them, a boy, 
named Price, advanced to meet them, and gave them the 
^pleasing information, that his associates had fresh water in 
their possession. This inspired Hynes and Evans with 
new life ; and reciprocal inquiries took place as to the fate 
of their lost companions. The three men whom Hynes 
and his companion had overtaken, were named Berney, 
Leary, and De Lasso. These hearing that Wormington 
was left behind, set out in search of him, charging Hynes 
and Evans not to drink too freely of water as several had 
expired from the eagerness with which they swallowed this 
fluid after long abstinence. But the torments of this ren- 
dered them regardless of every other consideration ; they 
were forcibly removed from the water, and the source 
closed with sand, to remove the temptation of excess. 

Wormington was recovered by the humanity of those 
who went to find him, and a painful detail of sufferings took 
place, while they all rested in a kind of alcove. It appeared 
that the captain's steward had been buried in the sand of 
the last desert they had passed, and that the survivors were 
reduced to such extremity, that after he had been interred, 
they sent back two of their companions to cut off part of 
his flesh ; but while they proceeded in this horrid business, 
they had the good fortune to discover a young seal, newly 
driven on shore and fresh bleeding, which proved a most 
seasonable relief. They farther stated, that they had ob- 
tained shellfish in the sand, when none were to be seen 
above, by observing the manner in which the birds scratched 
for them. Without this discovery they must infallibly have 
perished. 

Hynes and Evans, recounting their adventures to the party 
they had joined, among other circumstances, stated that 
when the ship's steward vms left, he had decent apparel on. 
This timpted one of them to propose to Evans, who wai 
pretty well recovered, to go back to the spot and strip the 
body ; but the steward was not to be found ; and they con- 
17* 
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eluded that the wild beasts hod anticipated their designs. 
These beasts of prey were so nuuierous, as to be seen in 
companies of twenty or more ; and it was the common 
and effectual practice of the travellers, to shout as loud as 
po8»ii>Ie, to drive those formidable animals away. 

Being now arrived at a favorable spot for water and shell- 
fish, they employed two days in collecting provisions for 
their future march, and in refreshing themselves. Rest and 
food had an astonishing effect in restoring, not only the 
powers of the body, but of the mind ; and in a short space 
they thought themselves qualified to encounter new fatigues. 

With extreme difficulty and danger they passed a large 
river, supposed to be the Zon Dags, on a catamarand ; and 
having reached the opposite shore, th y looked back with 
terror and amazement on their fortunate escape from being 
driven oiit to sea by the rapidity of the stream. Here they 
found the species of shell- fish which buries itself in the 
sand, and increased their supplies with them. 

The united party pursued their route over a desert coun- 
try, where neither *hwt nor native was to be seen ; and in 
six days reached the Schwartz River, as they afterwards 
learned, on the banks of which they took up their abode 
for the niglit. 

At last the country began to assume a fertile and culti- 
vated aspect, and some huts appeared some distance from 
the shore. While they were contemplating with pleasure 
this change of prospects, the grass in their vicinity took 
fire, and spread with great rapidity. They were all alert 
in trying to extinguish it, lest this involuntary mischief 
should provoke the ret:entment of the natives, or the blaze 
call them to the spot. 

Next morning they swam over the river in safety, and 
soon discovered a dead whale lying on the beach. Thug 
fluppl ed with a plenty of food, they proposed resting here 
for a few days, could they have found fresh water; but 
that necessary article being wanted, they cut iip as much 
of the v^ hale as they could carry, and proceeded on their 
route. In a short time, however, they came to a thicket 
where they met with water, and here they halted ^nd 
reposed. ^ 

Next morning, four of the party went back to the whaft 
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for a large supply ; De Lasso and the boy Price being left 
in charge of the fire. As Price was searching for fuel, he 
perceived two men with guns, and being intimidated, retired 
hastily to the fire, while the agreeable intruders pursued 
him. These men belonged to a Dutch settlement in the 
neighborhood, and were in search of some strayed cattle. 
One of them, named John Battores, supposed to be a Por- 
tuguese, was able to converse with the Italian, De Lasso, 
so as to be understood, a circumstance as fortunate as it 
was little to be expected. 

Battoreii, having learned the outline of their melancholy 
story, attended them to the whale, where their companions 
were employed in cutting away the flesh. Affected at the 
sight of these miserable objects, he desired them to throw 
away what they had been collecting, and promising to 
provide them better fare when they reached the habitation 
to which they belonged. 

In vain shall we attempt to describe the sensations of 
the shipwrecked wanderers, on receiving this intelligencei 
and that they were within four hundred miles of the Cape. 
The extravagant effects of their joy, according as they oper- 
ated on different systems, are scarcely to be conceived : 
every faculty seemed to be in a state of convulsiVe agita- 
tion. One man laughed, another cried, and a third danced 
with transport. 

On reaching the house of Mynheer Christopher Roostoff, 
to whom Battores was baiUff, they were treated with the 
•kindest attention. The master on being made acquainted 
with their distress, ordered some bread and milk to be set 
before them ; but, acting rather on principles of humanity 
than providence, he furnished them with such a quantity, 
that their weak stomachs being overloaded, they had almost 
killed themselves. After their meals, sacks were spread on 
the ground for them to repose on. 

It had been so long since they had known any thing of 
the calculation of time, that they were unacquainted even 
with the name of the month ; but the calendar of misery 
was now complete, and they were given to understand, 
that the day of their deliverance was the 39th of Novem- 
ber ; so that one hundred and seventeen days had rolled 
away their melancholy hours since they were shipwrecked ; 
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a period of suffering almost unparalleled, and during which 
they had often been miraculously preserved. 

Next morning, Mynheer Roostoff killed a sheep for the 
entertainment of his guests, and another Dutchman, of the 
name of Quin, who lived at the distance of a few miles, 
arrived with a cart and six horses, to convey the party 
towards the Cape. The boy Price, being Jame, from the 
hardships he had undergone, was detained at Roostoff's 
house, who kindly undertook his cure, and promised to 
send him after the rest when he was recovered. 

The remainder, getting into the cart, reached Quin's 
house, who hospitably entertained them for several days. 
They were afterwards forwarded from one settlement to 
another, in carts, till they arrived at Zwellendam, about a 
hundred miles from the Cape. Wherever they passed 
they experienced the humanity of the formers, and had 
their wants relieved with no sparing hand. 

At Zwellendam they were detained till orders should be 
received from the governor at the Cape, in regard to their 
future destiny, Holland and Great Britian being at that 
time at war. 

At length two of the party were ordered to be forwarded 
to the Cape, in order to be examined, while the rest were 
to remain at Zwellendam. Accordingly Worminglon and- 
Leary proceeded to the Cape, where having been strictly 
interrogated, they were put on board of a Dutch man of 
war, lying in the bay, with orders to be set to work. While 
in this situation, Wormington having discovered some 
fraudulent practices carrying on by the boatswain, impru- 
dently threatened to give information to his superiors, oo 
which Leary and Wormington being desired to step into a 
boat, were instantly conveyed on board a Danish East 
Indiaman, just ready to sail ; and by this fortunate incident, 
first reached their native land. 

But to return to the fate of the rest. Though the h6r- 
rors of war were raging between the two naUons, the Dutch 
government at the Cape, on being informed of the particu 
lars of the loss of the Grosvenor, set a brilliant example of 
humanity, and sent out a large party in quest of the unhap- 
py wanderers. 

This detachment consisted of one hundred EuropeaiM 
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and three hundred Hottentots, attended bv a great num- 
ber of wagons, each drawn by eight bullocks. The com- 
mand was given to Capt. Miller, who had orders to proceed, 
if possible, to the wreck, and load with such articles as 
might be saved. 

De Lasso and Evans were engaged as guides; but 
Hynes, being still very weak, was left at Zwellendam. 
This party was well provided with such articles as were 
most Kkely to ensure their favorable reception among the 
natives, and procure the liberty of the unfortunate persons 
whom they might pick up in their way. They proceeded 
with spirit and alacrity, till the CafTres, in consequence of 
the dissensions between them and the colonists, interrupted 
the expedition. In their progress they found Thomas 
Lewis, who had been abandoned by his companions, as 
formerly mentioned, William Ilatterly, and another. 

Hatterly was servant to the second mate, and had kept 
company with that party, till he alone survived. Tffus the 
fate of one division was ascertained. At other places on 
the road, they met with seven Lascars, and two black wom- 
en, one of whom was servant to Mrs. Logic, the other to 
Mrs. Hosea. From these women they learned, that soon 
after the party to which Hynes attached himself parted 
from the Captain and the ladies, they also took separate 
routes, the latter intending to join the Lascars : but the fate 
of either, after this separation, was unknown, and ever will 
be so. They indeed saw the Captain's coat on one of the 
natives, but whether he died, or was killed, could never be 
discovered. 

After the enmity of the natives impeded the progress of 
the wagons, some of the party travelled fifteen days on 
horseback, in prosecution of their plan ; but the CafTres 
continuing to harass them, they were obliged to return after 
l>eing absent four months. 

Captain Miller reached Zwellendam with the three 
Englishmen, the seven Lascars, and two black women, the 
boy Price, and the two guides, De Lasso and Evans. The 
people of color were detained at Zwellendam ; the 
three Englishmen were forwarded to the Cape, where, after 
being examined, they were permitted to take their passage 
to Europe on board a Danish ship, the Captain of which 
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promised to land them in England, but, except Price, who 
was set on shore at Weymouth, at last, they found their 
way to England. 

Such was the termination of. the adventures of these 
unfortunate shipwrecks ; but inquiries as to the fate of the 
Captain and his party did not rest here. Though it is 
probable, that before the first Dutch expedition could have 
reached them, they had paid the debt of nature in one way 
or another, and consequently were removed from sublunary 
pains, rumors had been spread, that several of the English 
were still in captivity among the natives, and these obtained 
such general currency and belief, that M. Yaillant, whose 
philanthropy equalled his genius and his resolution, being 
then travelling in Caffraria, made another attempt to dis- 
cover the reputed captives ; but could learn nothing as to 
their situation or final fate. 

The public mind, however, continued still to be agitated, 
and tfalB interest that all the natives took in the fate of these 
unhappy persons, particularly the women, some of whom, 
it was reported, had been seen, tempted another party of 
Dutch colonists, with the sanction of government, to make 
another effort to explore the country, and to reach the 
wreck. 

These men set out on the 24th of August, 1790, amply 
provided, from Kaffer Kuyl's River, towards Cape Natal, 
on the coast of which the Grosvenor was supposed to have 
been wrecked. Of this journey we have a journal kept by 
Van Reenen, one of the party, and published by Captain 
Rion. It would not be generally interesting to our readers^ 
to give the meagre details of dist{inces travelled, and ele- 
phants killed ; of dangers encountered, and rivers crossed ; 
we shall therefore confine ourselves to such incidents as 
demand universal attention, or are connected with the mel- 
ancholy subject now under consideration. 

After proceeding an immense way, on the third of No- 
vember, they arrived among the Hambonaas, a natian quite 
different from the Caffres. They have a yellow complex- 
ion, and their long coarse hair is fiizzled up like a turban. 
Some of these people informed our adventurers, that subject 
to them was a viOafie of bastard Christians, who were 
descended from peopfe shipwrecked on the coast, of whom 
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three old women were still alive, and were married to an 
Hambonaa captain. This intelligence roused their curios- 
ity, and they were fortunate enough to obtain an interview 
with the old women in question, who said they were Las- 
cars ; but having been shipwrecked wheii children, they 
could not say to what nation they belonged. The Dutch 
adventurers offered to take them and their children back 
on their return, at which they seemed much pleased. They 
afterwards fell in with Trout, whose name has been record- 
ed in the foregoing narrative, who at first engaged to con- 
duct them to the s[>ot where the Grosvenor was wrecked, 
and informed them, that nothing was now. to be seen, 
except some cannon, iron, ballast, and lead. He also 
added, that all the unfortunate crew of the ship had per- 
ished, some by the hands of the natives, and the rest of 
hunger. 

Trout, who, it is to be feared, was guilty of much dupli- 
city from the first, pretended he was a free man, and had 
sailed in an English ship from Malacca ; but finding him- 
self likely to be detected, and probably apprehensive of 
being carried back to the Cape, he studiously avoided the 
Dutch in the sequel, and left them to find their way to the 
wreck in the best way they were able. 

As they were proceeding to the spot, one of the party, 
named Houltshusen, unfortunately fell into a pit of ournt 
stakes, by which he was terribly wounded in the palm of 
one of his hands, which, in the event, brought on the lock- 
ed jaw, and terminated in his death. 

However, several of them proceeded on horseback to the 
wreck, and found nothing more than what Trout had de- 
scribed remaining. If was plainly to be perceived that 
fires had been kindled in the vicinity, and on a rising 
ground, between two woods was a pit, where things had 
been buried and dug out again. This likewise tallied with 
the information of Trout, who told them that every article, 
collected from the wreck, bad been dispersed over the 
country, and the greatest part of the goods had been con- 
veyed to Rio de la Goa, to be sold. This place was rep- 
resented to be about four days' journey from the scene of 
the catastrophe. 

The natives, in the neighbourhood, expressed great as- 
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tonishment that the Dutch had been at such infinite pains 
to come in search of the unfortunate crew ; and they aU 
promised that, in case of similar disaster, they would pro- 
tect such people as might be thrown on the coast, if they 
could be assured of obtaining beads, copper, and iron for 
their trouble ; which was liberally promised by the Dutch. 

These intrepid adventurers now concluded they were 
four hundred and forty-seven hours or leagues from the 
Cape ; and two hundred and twenty-six beyond the limits 
of any Christian habitation. 

Finding that nothing farther was to be discovered rela* 
tivc to the wreck, or the fate of the person^ who had reach* 
ed the shore, the Dutch determined to return, particularly 
as Houltshusen's illness increased. 

On their way back they called at the bastard Christian 
village, and would have taken the three old women under 
their protection, who seemed desirous of living among 
Christiaip ; but they wished first to gather in their crops ; 
adding, that when that business was accomplished, their 
whole race, to the number of four hundred, would be hap^ 
py to depart from their present settlement. They were 
promised every indulgence, in case they were disposed to 
emigrate to the Cape. On seeing people of their own 
complexion and description, they appeared to be exceed- 
ingly agitated. 

In their homeward journey, they shot many elephants 
and sea-cows ; but on the 1st of December, they met with 
a terrible accident, while they were cutting up and salting 
the sea-cows which they had jhot the preceding day. 
" As we were thus engaged," to use the words of the jour- 
nal, " a large elephant made up to the wagons : we in- 
stantly pursued and attacked him, when after having 
received several shot, by which he twice fell, he crept into 
/ a very thick underwood. Thinking we had fully done for 
him, Ijaart van du Valdt, Lodewyk Prius, and Ignatius 
Mulder advanced to the spot, when he ruined out furious- 
ly from the thicket, and catching hold of Prius with his 
trunk, trode him to death, driving one of his tusks throu^ 
the body, then threw it up in the air to the distance of 
thirty feet. 

The others perceiving there was no possibility of e» 
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caping on horseback, dismounted and crept into the 
thicket and hid themselves. The elephant seeing nothing 
in yiew but one of the horses, followed it some time and 
then turning about, came to the spot where the dead body 
was left. 




Lodcufi^ PriiL9 trod to Death by an EUphanL 

At this instant our whole party renewed the attack : and 
after be had received several more wounds, he again es- 
reaped into the thickest part of the wood. 

We now supposed we were safe, but while we were 
4iggU3g & grave for our unfortunate companion, the ele- m 
fixQ»t rushed out again, and drove us all from the place. 
IjttuI Vj»Q du Valdt got another shot at him, and a joint 
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attack commencing, he began to stagger, and falling, the 
Hottentots dispatched him as he lay on the ground. 

The fury of this animal is indescribable. Those of our 
party, who knew anything of elephant hunting, declared it 
was the fleetest and most desperate they had ever seen. 

The Hottentots told us, that the elephant never leaves 
a dead body when attacked, until he has swallowed the 
whole body piece meal ; and that they themselves had 
seen a Hottentot kifled nearly in a similar manner with 
our friend, of whose body they could not find the least 
remain." 

The rest of the journey is little worth notice. In Janu* 
ary, 1791, they reached their respective homes, after sur- 
mounting incredible difHculties in an expedition to which 
they were prompted solely by a feeling of humanity, and 
the desire of relieving, if any remained alive, such of our 
countrymen as might be among the natives. No intelli* 
gence of this kind, after the most diligent inquiries, came 
to their ears. They were indeed informed, that the ship's 
cook had been alive about two years before the period of 
this journey ; but that he then caught the small pox and 
died. 

We cannot conclude this mournful narrative better, 
than with the sensible reflection of Captain Rion. 

^' Had the party," says he, " that set out in search of 
these shipwrecKed people, in 1783, prosecuted their jour- 
ney with the same degree of zeal and resolution, that Van 
Reenen's party manifested, it is possible they might have 
discovered and relieved some who have since perished. 

" Yet as they could not have arrived at the place of the 
wreck in less than six months after the disaster happened, 
there is no great probability for supposing, after such a 
length of time had elapsed, that any great number of the 
unfortun.ite suflerets could be remaining alive. 

^' But what we have most to regret is, that perhaps the 
failure of the endeavors of the unfortunate crew to save 
their lives, was owing to their own misconduct. It is too 
often the case, that disorder and confusion are the conse- 
quences of extreme distress, and that despair seizing on 
the unprincipled mind, hurries it on to a subversion of all 
good order and discipline ; so that the joint efiforts of the 
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FAMINE IN LE JACQUES, 

A French Vessel, on a Voyage from Brazil to France^ 
in 1558. By John Lery. 



As the original object of the voyage in which Lery em- 
barked is of little moment to this narrative, it is scarce 
necessary to give any account of it ; nevertheless, we may 
briefly remark, that Nicolas Durand de Villagagnon, a 
knight of Malta, having abjured the Roman Catholic faith, 
formed the design of establishing a colony of Protestants 
on the coast of Brazil, in South America ; and in the year 
1555 began to put his plan in execution. 

Villagagnon proved so successful, and fotind his enter- 
prise so interesting to himself and others, that his nephew 
.obtained the royal authority to fit out three vessels with 
further supplies, which sailed for Brazil in December, 1556. 
The first of these, called the Young Roberga, carried eighty 
persons in all ; the second, the Old Roberga, in which was 
John Lery, a priest, contained a hundred and twenty souls ; 
and the third, called the Rose, had on board ninety indi- 
viduals, among whom were five young women and a gov- 
erness. Those of their own sex in South America beheld 
the latter with astonishment, never before having seen fe- 
males in clothing. 

The vessels reached America in the following March, 
and landed in a bay, called Ganabara by the natives, at 
the mouth of the Rio de Janeiro of the Portuguese. In 
entering they discharged a salute, which was answered 
from a fort that had been erected by Villagagnon. 

Villagagnon had established himself on an island, and 
the lai^ comers were accommodated on another, about two 
miles distant. These places were strong by nature ; but, 
to repress the incursions of an enemy still more effectually, 
a fort, named in compliment after Admiral de Coligny, had 
been erected, and cottages served the various settlers. 
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Lery and his companions having resided eight months 
pn the same island with Villagagnon, were, in consequence 
of certain dissensions, banished by him from it; and there* 
fore moved their quarters to the main land, which was not 
far off. But in addition to the dissensions which had 
caused their dismissal, new ones arose ; and ottiers of Vil-* 
lagagnon's adherents, separating from him, joined the party 
to which Lery belonged. 

A divided colony being unsuitable for the purposes for 
which the colonists had left their own country, some of 
them entertained a desire to return. They were not long 
without an opportunity ; for a French vessel, Le Jacques^ 
having taken in a cargo, gave them a passage, and sailed 
from Brazil with forty-five persons on board. Of these, 
twenty-five were the crew of the ship, the remainder pas- 
sengers ; and in January they committed themselves to the 
ocean, not void of apprehension for the issue of the voyage^ 

At an early period the vessel was embarrassed, in clear* 
ing an extensive shoal, stretching sixty miles into the sea^ 
and light winds were overcome by the contending currentSi 
which threatened to dash her against the rocks and banks 
composing it. Though preserved from this dapger> she 
was driven back and tossed about seven days, during which 
she made very inconsiderable. progress. 

The seamen, on pumping the ship at midnight, as usual, 
were surprised to find themselves unable to free her of 
water ; and the master, on going down to the hold, dis- 
covered a dangerous leak. Every exertion became necesH 
sary to keep it under. All hands were instantly set to the 
pumps, where they continued twelve hours without inter- 
mission ; yet little efiect followed, for the water rushed in 
by vast quantities ; and the vessel being laden with dye-wood, 
the water was discharged from the pumps as red as blood. 
The danger became more imminent, and the crew were 
exhausted with kibor, when advantage was taken of the 
wind to regain the American coast, which next day came 
in sight. 

Meantime, the carpenter and some of the seamen having 
discovered the place of the leak, contrived to stop it by 
means of grease, lead, cloths, and other things, wherewkh 
the pa8sei:\gers willingly supplied them, and thus obtained 
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a fittle respite from their fiitigues. The carpenter, how- 
ever, declared the unfitness of the ship for the voyage, be- 
ing old and worm-eaten in the hull ; on which account, 
many who had embarked, rather than run the dangers of 
the sea, wished to returh ashore, and there await some 
future opportunity. But the master, afiraid that if be once 
made the land, he should be deserted by his crew, de- 
clared that he would expose himself to all hazards to avoid 
such consequences, which might eventually occasion the 
loss of both the ship and cargo. At the same time, if the 
passengers, and Philip Dupont, their leader, chose to re- 
turn to Brazil, he would provide them with a boat to do so. 
Philip expressing his intention to remain, the master repre- 
sented the dangers of such a voyage, and also that the pro- 
visions were insufiicient to support so many people. Six 
of the passengers therefore, among whom was Lery, agreed 
to return, not being above twenty miles from the shore. 

They hastily threw their chests, with a very small por- 
tion of meat and drink, into the boat : when one of those 
remaining behind, at bidding Lery adieu, took him by the 
hand, saying, '' Stay with us I beseech you. Even should 
we never reach France, and should be forced to take refuge 
in Peru, or in any island in the ocean, we shall enjoy more 
peace than by returning under the rule of Villagagnon." 
Lery, moved by his persuasion, left a quantity of his things 
in the boat, and quickly ascended the ship's side. The 
other five departed, and, with much diflSicuIty, gained the 
shore ; but it was well for the rest that they had not fol- 
lowed their example, for three of them were afterwards 
strangled by means of Villagagnon. 

Their companions then hoisted sail, and resumed the 
voyage in an old, crazy, and ill provided vessel, in which 
they were again tossed about by adverse winds the whole 
month of Janum'y. In their course they discovered a beau- 
tiful island, which was the only land seen for five months, 
about a mile in circumference, and covered with trees of 
the finest foliagCr A number of birds of elegant plumage, 
fflack, white, and green, the size of a pigeon, were flutter- 
ing in the air, and, coming to the vessel, suffered them- 
selves to be caught. 

Towards the end of February, fifty days had elapsed 
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mnce the departure of the navigators, and two-thirds of 
the voyage still remuned to be accomplished, while a large 
proportion of the provisions had been consumed. It was 
therefore debated, whether they should bear away for Cape 
St. Roche ; but a majority resolved, from the uncertainty 
of obtaining supplies there, that it was better to kill the 
monkeys and parrots, of which numbers had been brought 
from Brazil. 

At length, having passed the line, they augured a favor- 
able issue to their voyage ; but an unexpected incident 
once mor^ exposed them to hazard. From a quarrel be- 
tween one of the mates and the pilot, neither did his duty, 
and, amidst the negligence of both, a squall took the ship, 
when under sail, laying her on her beam-ends. The loose 
articles on deck were washed overboard, and the passen- 
gers apprehended that she would never rise again ; how- 
ever, the rigging being speedily cut away, she gradually 
righted, to their great relief This incident, which it was 
concluded would have produced a conciliation between 
the disputants, only served, by a contrary effect, to render 
their mutual hostility more rancorous. 

In a few days afterwards, while the carpenter and some 
seamen, who had been incessantly engaged at the pumps 
night and day, were searching for leaks, ^ plank a foot 
square unluckUy started, and the water rushed in with such 
resistless impetuosity, that the affrighted people fled to the 
decki crying, we are gone ! we are gone ! Every thing was 
instantly thrown overboard, to make way for getting out 
the boat,^ and the most precious foreign commodities were 
floating around in the sea. All determined to leave the 
ship, and were hastening to the boat ; but the pilot slood 
with a drawn sword to prevent their entrance, declaring 
that he would cut down the first who attempted it The 
danger was great and imniinent, and the seamen so terri- 
fied as scarce to know what they were doing. The car- 
penter, however, a man of short stature, though intrepid 
mind, addressuig the people, endeavored to quiet their 
alarm, and to excite them to action. Clothes, and what- 
ever else could be had, were quickly collected together, 
and thrust into the opening, which checked the admission 
of the water, and kept the ship from sinking. 
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For fifteen days the vessel next steered through sudi ad 
tncredible quantity of sea- weed floating on the surface, that 
the people were obliged in a manner to cut a passage 
through it. This they conceived indicated the vicinity df 
land ; but, on sounding, no bottom could be found. 




Hu CarpaOer tiapfiiHg ike Ltdk. 

Leaving this impediment behind th^rti, they prepared 
their fife-arm3 for use, lest they might encounter pirates ; 
and the gunner brought a quantity of powder to be dried 
by the heat of the fire. But the vessel containing it grow- 
ing hot, kindled the powder, and the pitch eS>out ttie ^\p 
havmg tctk^n fire aiho, «ome cordage tod saib wene soon 
'tn 4lameb. Three seamen were sever^ bttmt, and one di 
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them so much scorched, that he died a few days afterwards^ 
Lery escaped with the singing of his hair and ears, and 
fortunately the flames were extinguished without doing 
further damage. " Thus," says he, " had Providence, 
within a short interval, preserved us from shipwreck, foun- 
dering, and fire." 

Though the people on board were so much reduced, as 
scarce to be able to discharge their respective duties, they 
were obliged to be inventive ,in seeking wherewithal to 
support life. Some therefore cut pieces out of the skin of 
the wild hog, and tried to eat them, after being steeped in 
water; but few found this an expedient plan. Several 
broiled pieces on the coals, which proved more agreeable ; 
and when the skin of the wild hos Was consumed, they re* 
sorted to others. The different £ins were preserved with 
the utmost anxiety, and pieces concealed in bags constantly 
carried about by the owners. Some likewise devoured 
their leathern jackets and shoes ; and the ship boys ap- 
peased their ravening hunger, by sucking the horn plates 
of the numerous lanthorns in the ship, and eating the wax 
candles wherever they could be found. All the crew were 
gradually reduced so low as to be incapable of pumping the 
vessel ; and they were chilled to inaction, by the blasts of 
a cold north wind, for fifteen days. 

All the things above mentioned being consumed, and 
every other article that could be ate, down to the leather, 
and the very coverings of trunks, the last moments of the 
unfortunate people seemed to be approaching. But ne- 
cessity the parent of invention, inspired some of their num- 
ber with the idea of hunting for r&ts. Numbers of these 
creatures, themselves pinchedwith hunger, from the priva- 
tion of their accustomed crumbs, now converted to the 
use of man, left their lurkinff places in quest of food. Va- 
rious devices were constantly at work to catch them ; and 
several of the people, like cats, even lay watching for them 
during the \iight. Indeed this pursuit was so diligently 
followed, that very few rats escap^sd. Nay, three or four 
crowns were offered as the price of one ; and a single rat 
was then more highly prized than an ox had been ashore. 
The surgeon having been so successful as to catch two, 
offered a complete suit of clothes, at the first port^ for 
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one of th^, which he refused ; and, in strong evidence 6t 
the prevailing necessity, after the master had cut off the 
feet of a large rat, which were left without the cabin door, 
he returned to collect and broil them on the coals, declar- 
ing that they were as savoury as the best game. Nothing 
but bones were thrown away, for the c^in and entrails ot 
the animals were carefully preserved and ate. Nor did 




A Sailor watching for Rats 
* 
the sufferers themselves call in question but they should 
have tried to feed on grass or straw* could such have been 
procured. 

For twenty days a famine so terrible prevailed, that there 
was neither a drop of wine or water in the ship. Nothing 
but a small cask of cider remained, which was served out 
at the rate of a wine glass full daily to each person. If 
rain chanced to fall, it was industriously caught in sails 
spread out, with a bullet in the centre ; and what rain ran 
through the scuppers of the vessel was carefully collected, 
though far more turbid than water in the kennels of a town. 

On comparing the present case with a famine at the 
19 
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siege of Sancerre, it seemed still more deplorable ; for 
there, in addition to skins and leathern shields, the be- . 
sieged had roots to feed upon. But here, some were re- 
duced to the exigence of trying to gnaw Brazil wood, the 
hardest and driest of any, with their teeth. When Philip, 
the chief of the passengers, was thus employed, he said, 
with a deep sigh, ^' Lery, my friend, four thousand pounds 
are owing to me in France ; which I would gladly relin- 
quish for a loaf of bread and a glass of wine.'' 

*' At last," says Lery, " God, who had thus supported 
our famished bodies, took compassion upon us, and brought 
us within sight of land. We then lay almost motionless 
on deck, and the first annuncitition of ' Land ! land !' 
throughout the ship, made little impression upon as, we 
had been so often deceived by the pilot. Frequently he 
Would have persuaded us that fogs and clouds were the 
shore, until their evanescence proved the reverse. But 
now we were quickly assured of the coast of Brittany 
being before us. 

" The extent of our misery, and our opportune deliver- 
ance, may be well conceived, when the master of the ship 
declared, that had it been protracted a single day longer, 
he would have privately put one of us to death, and not 
cast lots for life, that the body might subsist the rest. Yet 
I surely was in less hazard ; for though all were excessively 
reduced, I consisted of nothing but skin and bone." 
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of wind at north, right off the land, so that we soon left 
the sweet place, Pensacola, a distance astern. We then 
looked into the Havanna, saw a number of ships there, 
and knowing that some of them were bound round the 
bay, we cruised in the track : a fortnight, however, passed, 
and not a single ship hove in sight to cheer our spirits. 
We then took a turn or two round the gulf, but not near 
enough to be seen from the shore. Vera Cruz we 
expected would have made us happy, but the same luck 
still continued ; day followed day, and no sail. The dol- 
lar bag began to ^row a little bulky, for every one had 
lost two or three times, and no one had won : this was a 
«ma11 gambling party entered into by Sir Hyde and our- 
selves ; every one put a dollar into a bag, and fixed on a 
day when we should see a sail, but no two persons were 
to name the same day, and whoever guessed right first 
was to have the baff. 

Being now tired of our situation, and glad the cruise 
was almost out, for we found the navigation very danger- 
ous, owing to unaccountable currents; we shaped our 
course for Cape Antonio. The next day the man at the 
mast-head, at about one o'clock in the afternoon, called 
out : ''A sail uoon the weather bow ! Ha ! Ha ! Mr. 
Spaniard, I think we have you at last. Turn out all 
hands ! make sail ! All hands give chase ! *' There was 
scarcely any occasion for this order, for# the sound of a 
sail being in sight flew like wild fire through the ship, and 
every sail was set in an instant, almost before the orders 
were given. A lieutenant at the mast-head, with a spy 
glass, " What is she ?" " A large ship studding athwart 
right before the wind. P-o-r-t ! Keep her away ! set the 
studding sails ready !" Up comes the little doctor, rub- 
bing his hands; "Ha! ha! I have won the bag." 
^^Tne devil take you and the bag; look, what's ahead 
will fill all our bags." Mast-head again : *^ Two more 
sail on the larboard beam!" '< Archer, go up, and see 
what you can make of them.** " Upon deck there ; I see 
a whole fleet of twenty sail coming right before the wiQd.'* 
*^ Confound the luck of it, this is some convov or other, 
but we must try if we can pick some of them out." 
19* 
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''Haul down the studding-sails ! Luff! bring her to the 
wind ! Let us see what we can make of them." 

About five we got pretty near them, and found them 
to be twenty-six sail of Spanish merchantmen, under con- 
voy of three line of battle ships, one of which chased us ; 
but when she found we were playing with her (for the old 
Phoenix had heels) she left chase, and joined the convoy ; 
which they drew up into a lump, and placed themselves 
at the outside; but we still kept smelling about till after 
dark. O, for the Hector, the Albion, and a frigate, and 
we should take the whole fleet and convoy, worth some 
millions ! About eight o'clock perceived three sail at 
some distance from the fleet ; dashed in between them, 
and gave chase, and were happy to. find they steered fi^om 
the fleet. About ' twelve came up with a large ship of 
twenty-six guns. '' Archer, every man to his quarters ! 
run the lower deck guns out, and light the ship up : show 
this fellow our force; it may prevent his firing into us 
and kiUing a man or two." No sooner said tlian done*' 
'* Hoa, the ship ahoy, loVer all your sails down, and bring 
to instantly, or PU sink you." Clatter, clatter, went the 
blpcks, and away flew all their sails in proper confusion. 
« What ship is that?" " The Polly." « Whence came 
you ?" " From Jamaica." " Where are you bound ?" 
" To New York." " What flhip is that?'' « The Phoe- 
nix." Huzza, three times by the whole ship's company. 
An old grum fellow of a sailor standing close by me : 
" O, d — m your three cheers, we took you to be some- 
thing else." Upon examination we found it to be as he 
reported, and that they had fallen in with the Spanish 
fleet that morning, and were chased the whole day, and 
that nothing saved them but our stepping in between ; 
for the Spaniards took us for three consorts, and the 
Polly took the Phoenix for a Spanish frigate, till we hailed 
them. The other vessel in company was likewise bound 
to New York. Thus was I, from being worth thousands 
in idea, reduced to the old 4s. 6d. a day again: for the 
little doctor made the most prize money of us all that day, 
by winning the bag, which contained between thirty and 
forty dollars ; but this is nothing to what we sailors some* 
times undergo. 
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After parting company, we steered south-south-east, to 
go round Antonio, and so to Jamaica, (our cruise being 
out) with our fingers in our mouths, and all of us as green 
as you please. It happened to be my middle watch, and 
about three o'clock, when a man upon the forecastle bawls 
out: "breakers ahead, and land upon the lee-bow;" I 
looked out, and it was so sure enough. "Ready about! 
put the helm down ! Helm a lee !" Sir Hyde hearing 
me put the ship about, jumped upon deck. "Archer 
what's the matter? you are putting the ship about without 
my orders!" "Sir, 'tis time to go about; the ship is 
almost ashore, there 's the land." " Good God so it is ! 
Will the ship stay ?" " Yes, Sir, I believe she will, if we 
don't make any confusion ; she 's all aback — forward 
now ?" " Well," says he, " work the ship, I will not 
Hpeak a single word." The §hip stayed very well. " Then, 
heave the lead ! see what water we have !" " Three 
fathom." *' Keep the ship away, west-north-west." — *^ By 
^the mark three." "This won't do, Archer." "No, sir, 
we had better haul more ta the northward; we came 
south-south-east, and had better steer north-north-west." 
** Steady, and a quarter three." " This may do, as we 
deepen a little. "By the deep four." "Very well, my 
lad, heave quick." " Five fathom." " That 's a fine fel- 
low ! another cast nimbly." " Quarter less eight," " That 
will do, come, we shall get clear by and by." " Mark 
under water five." " What's that ?" " Only five fiithom, 
Sir." "Turn all hands up, bring the ship to an anchor, 
bov !" " Are the anchors clear !" " In a moment. Sir," 
** All clear !" " What water have you in the chains now !" 
" Eight, half nine." " Keep fast the anchors till I call 
you." " Ay, ay. Sir, all fast !" " I have no ground with 
this line." "How many fathoms have you out? pass 
along the deep-sea line !" " Ay, ay. Sir." " Come, are 
you si\ ready ?" " All ready, Sir." " Heave away, watch ! 
watch 1 bear ^ away, veer away, no ground, Sir, with a 
hundred fathom." " That's clever, come. Madam Phoenixi 
there is another squeak in * you yet — all down but the 
watch ; secure the anchors again ; heave the main-top-sail 
iB the mast ; luff, and bring her to the wind 1" 
I told you, Madam, you should have a little sea-jargon : 
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9r you can understand half of what is already said, I won- 
der at it, though it is nothing to what is to come yet^ 
when the old hurricane begins. As soon as the ship was 
a little to rights, and all quiet again, Sir Hyde came to me 
in the most friendly manner, the tears almost starting 
from his eyes — >" Archer, we ought all, to be much obliged 
to you for the safety of the ship, and perhaps of ourselves. 
I am particularly so ; nothing but that instantaneous pres- 
ence of mind and calmness saved her: another ship's 
ength and we should have been fast on shore ; had you 
been the least diffident, or made the least confusion, so 
as to make the ship baulk in her stays, she must have been 
inevitably lost." " Sir, you are very good, but I have 
done nothing that I suppose any body else would not 
have done, m the same situation. I did not turn all the 
hands up, knowing the watch able to work the ship; 
besides, had it spread immediately about the ship, that 
she was almost ashore, it might have created a confusion 
that was better avoided." " Well," says he, " H is well 
indeed.'' 

At daylight we found that the current had set us 
between the Collarado rocks and Cape Antonio, and that 
we could not have got out any other way than we did ; 
there was a chance, but Providence is the best pilot We 
had sunset that day twenty leagues to the south-east dt 
our reckoning by the current. 

After getting clear of this scrape, we thought ourselves 
fortunate, and made sail for Jamaica, but misfortune 
seemed to follow nxisfortune. The next night, my watch 
upon deck, too, we were overtaken by a squall, like a hur- 
ricane while it lasted ; for though I saw it coming, and 
Erepared for it, yet, when it took the ship, it roared, and 
lid her down so, that I thought she would never get up 
again. However, by keeping her away, and clewing up 
every thin^, she righted. The remainder of the night we 
had very heavy squalls, and in the morning found the 
mainmast sprung half the way through: one hundred aoud 
twenty-three leagues to the leeward of Jamcdca, the hur» 
ricane months coming on, the head of the mainmast 
almost off, and at a short allowance ; well, we must make 
the best of it. The mainmast wa^ well fished, but we 
were obliged to be very tender of carrying sail. 
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Nothing remarkable happened for ten days afterwards, 
when we chased a Yankee man-of-war for six hours, but 
could not get near enough to her before it was dark, to 
keep sight of her ; so that we lost ^her because unable to 
cairy any sail on the mainmast. In about twelve days 
more made the island of Jamaica, having weathered all 
the squalls, and put into Montego Bay for water; so 
that we had a strong party for kicking up a dust on 
diore, having found three men of war lying there. Dan- 
cing, <&c. &c. till two o^clock every morning ; little think- 
ing what was to happen in four days' time: for out of 
the four men of war that were there, not one was in being 
at the end of that time, and not a soul alive but those 
left of our crew. Many of 'the houses, where we had 
been so merry, were so completely destroyed, that scarcely 
a vestige remained to mark where they stood. Thy works 
are wonderful, O God ! praised be thy holy Name ! 

September the 30th weighed; bound for Port Royal, 
round the eastward of the island; the Barbadoes and 
Victor had sailed the day before, and the Scarborough 
was to sail the next. Moderate weather until Octo^r 
the 2d. Spoke to the Barbadoes off Port Antonio in the 
evening. At eleven at night it began to snuffle, with a 
monstrous heavy appearance from £e eastward. Close 
reefed the top-sails. Sir Hyde sent for me : " What 
sort of weather have we, Archer !" " It blows a little, 
and has a very ugly look : if in any other quarter but this, 
I should say we were going to have a gate of wind." 
^^ Ay, it looks so very often here when there is no wind 
at all ; however, don't hoist the top-sails till it clears a 
little, there is no trusting any country." At twelve I was 
relieved ; the weather had the same rough look : however, 
they made sail upon her, but had a very dirty night. At 
eight in the morning I came up again, found it blowing 
hard from the east-north-east with close-reefed top-sails 
upon the ship, and heavy squalls at times. Sir Hyde came 
upon deck : " Well, Archer, what do you think of it !" 
*^ O, Sir, 't is only a touch of the times, we shall have an 
observation at twelve o'clock; the clouds are beginning 
to break ; it will clear up at noon, or else — blow very hard 
afterwards." " I wish it would clear up, but I doubt it 
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much. I was once in a hurricane in the East Indies, and 
the beginning of it bad much the same appearance as this 
So take in the top-sails, we have plenty of sea-room^*' 

At twelve, the gale still increarang, wore ship, to keep at 
near mid-channel, between Jamaica and Cuba, as possible; 
atone the gale increasing still ; at two harder yet : it still 
blows harder! Reefed the courses, and furled them; 
brought to under a foul mizen stay-sail, head to the north- 
ward. In the evening no sign of the weather taking off, 
but every appearance of the storm increasing, prepared for 
a proper gale of wind ; secured all the sails with spare gas- 
kets; good rolling tackles upon the yards; squared the 
booms ; saw the boats all made fast ; new lashed the guns ; 
double breeched the lower deckers ; saw that the carpen- 
ters had the tarpawlings and battens all ready for hatch- 
ways; got the topgallant-mast down upon the deck; 
jib-boom and sprit-sail-jrard fore and aft; in fact every 
thing we could think of to make a snug ship. 

The poor devils of birds now began to find the uproar 
in the elements, for numbers, both of sea and land kinds, 
came on board of us. I took notice of some, which hap- 
pening to be to leeward, turned to windward, like a ship, 
tack and^tack ; for they could not fly against it. When 
they came over the ship they dashed themselves down 
upon the deck, without attempting to stir till picked up, 
and when let go again, they would not leave the ship,, but 
endeavored to hide themselves from the wind. 

At eight o'clock a hurricane ; the sea roaring, but the 
wind still steady to a point ; did not ship a spoonful of 
water. However, got the hatchways all secured, expect- 
ing what would be the consequence, should the wind 
shift ; placed the carpenters by the mainmast, with broad 
axes, knowing, from experience, that at the moment you 
may want to cut it away to save the ship, an axe may not 
be found. Went to supper : bread, cheese, and porter. 
The purser frightened out of his wits about his bread 
bags ; the two marine officers as white as sheets, not 
understanding the ship's working so much, and the noise 
of the lower deck guns ; which, by this time, made a 
pretty screeching to people not used 'to it; it seemed as 
if the whole ship's side was going at each roll. Woodent 
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our carpenter, was all this time smoking his pipe and 
laughing at the doctor ; the second lieutenant upon deck, 
and the third in his hammock. 

At ten o'clock I thought to ffet a little sleep ; came to 
look into my cot ; it was full of water ; for every seam, by 
the straining of the ship, had b^;un to leak. Stretched 
myself, therefore, upon deck between two chests, and left 
orders to be called, should the least thing happen* At 
twelve a midshipman came to me : ^* Mr. Archer, we are 
just going to wear ship. Sir !" " O, very well, I'll be up 
directly, what sort of weather have you ffot ?" " It blows 
a hurricane." Went upon deck, round Sir Hvde there. 
•* It blows damned hard. Archer." " It does indeed. Sir.'* 
*^ I don't know that I ever remember its blowing so hard 
before, but the ship makes a very good weather of it upon 
this tack as she bows the sea ; but we must wear her, as 
the wind has shifted to the south-east, and we were draw- 
ing right upon Cuba : so do you go forward, and have 
some hands stand by ; loose the lee yard-arm of the for^ 
sail, and when she is right before the wind, whip the 
clue-garnet close up, and roll up the sail." '' Sir ! there 
is no canvass can stand asainst this a moment ; if we 
attempt to loose him he will fly into ribands in an instant, 
and we may lose three or four of our people ; she'll wear 
by manning the fore shrouds." <^ No, I don't think she 
will." " 111 answer for it. Sir ; I have seen it tried several 
times on the coast of America with success*" << Well, tnr 
it ; if she does not wear, we can only lose the fore-sail 
afterwards." This was a great condescension from sucb 
a man as Sir Hyde. However, by sending about two 
hundred people into the fore-riggins, after a hard struggle, 
she wore ; found she die) not maEe so good weather on 
this tack as on the other; for as the sea began to run 
across, she had not time to rise from one sea before another 
lashcil against her. Began to think we should lose our 
masts, as the ship lay very much along, by the pressure of 
the wind constantly upon the yards and masts alone : for 
the poor mizen-stay-sail had gone in shreds long before^ 
and the sails began to fly from the yards through the gas- 
kets into ooach whips. My God ! to thinlf^ that.the vfim^ 
cou)d have such force ! 
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Sr Hyde now sent me to see what was the matter 
between decks, as there was a good deal of noise. As 
soon as I was below, one of the Marine officers calls out : 
^ Good God ! Mr. Archer, we are sinking, the water is up 
to the bottom of my cot." '^ Pooh, pooh ! as long as it is 
not over your mouth, you are well off; what the devil do 
you make this noise for?*' I found there was some water 
between decks, but nothing to be alarmed at : scuttled the 
deck, and let it run into the weU; found she made a good 
deal of water through the sides and decks ; turned the 
watch below to the pumps, though only two feet of water 
in the well ; but expected to be kept constantly at work 
now, as the ship labored much, with scarcely a part of her 
above water but the quarter-deck, and that but seldom. 
**Come, pump away, my boys. Carpenters, get the 
weather chain-pump rigged." " All ready, Sir." " Then 
man it, and keep both pumps going." 

At two o'clock the chain-pump was choked ; set the 
eaipenters at work to clear it ; the two head pumps at 
work upon deck : the ship gained upon us while our chain- 
pumps were idle : in a quarter of an hour they were at 
work again, and we began to gain upon her. While I 
was standing at the pumps, cheering the people, the car- 
penter's mate came running to me with a face as long as 
my arm : *' O, Sir ! the ship has sprung a leak in the 
gunner's room." "Go, then, and tell the carpenter to 
come to me, but don't speak a word to any one else." 
*' Mr. Goodinoh, I am told there is a leak in the gunner's 
room ; go and see what is the matter, but don't alarm any 
body, and come and make your report privately to me." 
In a short time he returned : '^ Sir, there's nothing there, 
'tis only the water washing up between the timbers that 
this booby has taken for a leak." "O, very well; go 
upon deck and see if you can keep any of the water from 
washing down below." " Sir, I have had four people 
constantly keeping the hatchways secure, but there is such 
a weight of water upon the deck that nobody can stand it 
when the ship rolls." The gunner soon afterwards came 
to me : *' Mr. Archer, I should be glad if you would step 
this way into the magazine for a moment :" I thought 
tome damned thing was the matter, and ran directiy: 
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*; Well, whatw jthe matter h^rq ?'' " The ground-tier of 
pow^ is ^pollejl, aq4 f wa»t io^'shqw, youftbiit it is iwn 
CkO^t pf iparbleasQGSs in me ,m ^owii|g it, . for 40 tpourdcj: in 
the wqrkl could be IicUqt stovv^dc. ^o\^\ Sir, wM aiu 4 
to do? if you don't spoajk to Sir IJydc|, {5^1. wiJ^ be u^^ry 
with me." I (^ould not forbear smiliijg to.seehow (BH&y 
he took the daog^r^f the shqj, and scii|l. to Uiw;^^ : '* Let 
us shake diT thistle of wind first, cvqd'lalkof the dara^cjU 
powder afterwards.'*' 

At four we bud gained upon the «liip a Jit^e, ^nd I -went 
upon deck, it beino; ipy watch. TJie second liieutenant 
relieved me at the piimps. \ifho can attempt to describe 
the appearance of things upon deck? ' If I was to write 
for ever I could not give you on idea of it — a total dark- 
less all above ; the i^ea on fire, running (is it were in Alps, 
or Peaks ofTeneriffe; (mountains are too common an 
idea ;) the wind roaring louder than thunder, (absolutely 
no 'flight of imagination,) the whole made more terrible, if 
possible, by a very uncommon kind of blue lightning; the 
poor ship very much pressed, yet doing wh^at she could, 
ilhaking her sides, and groaning at every stroke. Sir 
Hyde upon deck lashed to windward ! T soon lashed my* 
i^elf alongside of him, and told him the situation of things 
below, saying the ship did not make more water than 
noight be expected in such weatlier, and that I was only 
afraid of a gun breaking loose. " I am not in the least 
afraid of that ; I have commanded her six years, and have 
had many a gale of wind in her ; so that her iron work, 
which always gives way first, is pretty well tried. Hold 
fiist ! that was an ugly sea ; we must lower the yards, I 
believe, Archer ; the ship is much pressed." *' If we 
attempt it, Sir, we shall lose them, for a man aloft can do 
nothing ; besides their being down would ease the ship 
very little ; the mainmast is a sprung mast ; I wish it was 
overboacd without carrying any thing else along with it ; 
but that can soon be done, the gale cannot last for ever ; 
'twill soon be daylight now." Found by the master's 
watch that it was five o'clock, though but a little after 
four by Dtirs ; glad it was so near daylight,, and looked for 
it with much anxiety. Cuba, thou art much in out way! 
Another ugly sea : sent a midshipman to bring news from 
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the pumps : the ship was gaining on them very much, for 
they had broken one of tfieir diains^ but it was almost 
mended again. News from the pump again. ^^ She still 
gains ! a heavy lee !" Back-water from leeward, half-way 
up the quarter-deck ; filled one of the cutters upon the 
booms, and tore her all to pieces ; the ship lying almost 
on her beam ends, and not attempting to right again. 
Word from below that the ship still gained on them, as 
Uiey could not stand to the pumps, she lay so much along. 
I said to Sir Hyde : ^^ This is no time, Sir, to think of 
saving the masts, shall we cut the mainmast away?'' 
^^ Ay ! as fast as you can." I accordingly went into the 
chains with a pole-axe, to cut away the lanyards ; the 
boatswain went to leeward, and the carpenters stood by 
the mast. We were all ready, when a very violent sea 
broke right on board of us, carried every thing upon deck 
away, filled the ship with water, the main and mizen- 
masts went, the ship righted, but was in the last struggle 
of sinking under us. ' 

As soon as we could shake our heads above water, Sir 
Hyde exclaimed : ** We are gone, at last, Archer ! foun- 
dered at sea !" " Yes, Sir, farewell, and the Lord have 
mercy upon us !" I then turned about to look forward at 
the ship ; and thought she was struggling to get rid of 
jsbme of the water ; but all in vain, she Was almost full 
below. '^ Almighty God ! I thank thee, that now I am 
leaving this world, which I have always considered as only 
a passage to a better, I die with a full hope of thy mercies, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ, thy son, our Saviour!'* 

I then felt sorry that I could swim, as by that means I 
might be a quarter of an hour longer dying than a man 
who could not, and it is impossible to divest ourselves of 
a wish to preserve life. At the end of these reflections I 
thought I beard the ship thump and grinding under our 
feet ; it was so. " Sir, the ship is ashore !" " What do 
you say ?" " The ship is ashore, and we may save pur- 
selves yet !" By this time the quarter-deck was full of 
men who had come up from below ; and ^ the Lord have 
mercy upon us,' flying about from all quarters. The ship 
now made every body sensible that she was a,shore, for 
every stroke threatened a total dissolution of her whofe 
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fir^une ; found she was stern ashore, an4 the bow broke 
the sea a good deal, though it was washiag clean over at 
^verjr stroke. Sir Hyde cried out : ** Keep to the quit- 
ter-deck, my lads, when slie goes to pioces 't is your best 
chance !" Providentially got the foremast cut a.wi^, rthal 
3he might not ppy round broad-side. Lost five -men cut- 
ting aw^y the fore-mast, by the breaking of a s^ on board 
just as the mast went. That was nothing ; ^very one 
expected it would be his own fate next ; looked for day- 
break with the j^reatest impatience* At last it c«ii»e ; but 
what a scene did it show us ! The ship i^pon a bed of 
rocks, mountains of them on one side, and CordiUei^ of 
water on the other ; our poor ship grinding and crying 
out at every stroke between them ; going away by piece- 
meal. However, to show the unaccountable workings cff 
Providence, that which often appears to be the greatest 
evil, jproves to be the greatest good ! That unmerciful 
sea lifted and beat us up so high among the rocks, that at 
last the ship scarcely moved. She was very ^rosg, and 
4id not .go to pieces at the first thufnpiqg, though her 
jecks tumbled in. tVe found afterwards that she bad 
beat.ov<er a led|[e of rocks, qJmost a quarter of a mile in 
lextent beyond us, where, if she had struck, every soul of 
W Qiust have perished. 

I now be^gan to think of getting on sbore, so stripped 
off my QO^t and shoes for a swim, and looked for a line to 
carry the end with me. Luckily could not find one, 
which gave me time for recollection : " This wont do for 
me, to be the first man out of the ship, and first lieutenant ; 
we may gjet to England again, and people may think I 
paid a greiiat deal of attentipn to myself ^nd did not care 
for «UQy body else. No, that wont do ; instead of being 
the first, rU see every pian, sick and well, out of her 
before me,'* 

I now thought there was no probability of the ship^s 
soon going topieces, therefore had not a thought of instant 
de^tb : took a look round with a kind of philosophic eye, 
jtp see how the same situation affected my companions, 
wd was surprised to find the most swaggering, swearing 
bullies in ,fine weather, now the most pitiful wretches on 
^a^tbj whem de;ath appeared before them. However, two 
20* 
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got safe ; by which means, with a line, we got a hawser 
on shore, and made fast to the rocks, upon which niany 
ventured and arrived safe. There were some sick and 
wounded on board, who could not avail themselves of this 
method ; we, therefore, got a spare top-sail-yard from the 
chains and placed one end ashore and the other on the 
cabin window, so that most of the sick got ashore this way. 

As I had determined, so I was the last man out of the 
ship; this was about ten o'clock. The gale now began 
to break. Sir Hyde came to me, and taking me by the 
hand was so affected that he was scarcely able to speak. 
" Archer, I am happy beyond expression, ,to see you on 
shore, but look at our poor Phoenix !" I turned about, 
but could not say a single word, being too full : my mind 
had been too intensely occupied before ; but every thing 
now rushed upon me at once, so that I could not contain 
myself, and I indulged for a full quarter of an hour in 
tears. 

By twelve it was pretty moderate ; got some nails on 
shore and made tents ; found great quantities of fish driven 
up by the sea into holes of the rocks ; knocked up a. fire, 
and had a most comfortable dinner. In the afternoon 
made a ^tage fi'om the cabin windows to the rocks, and 
got out some provisions and water, lest the ship should go 
to pieces, in which case we must all have perished of 
hunger and thirst ; for we were upon a desolate part of 
the coast, and under a rocky mountain, that could not 
supply us with a single drop of water. 

Slept comfortably this night and the next day, the idea 
of death vanishing by degrees, the prospect of being pris- 
oners, during the war, at Havanna, and walking three 
hundred miles to it through the woods, was rather unpleas- 
ant. However, to save life for the present, we employed 
this day in getting more provisions and water on shore, 
which was not an easy matter, on account of decks, guns, 
and rubbish, and ten feet water that lay over them. In 
the evening I proposed to Sir Hyde to repair the remains 
of the only boat left, and to venture in her to Jamaica 
myself; and in case I arrived safe, to bring vessels to take 
them all off ; a proposal worthy of consideration. It was, 
next day, agreed to ; therefore got the cutter on shore. 
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NARRATIVE OP THE LOSS 



FRIGATE ALCESTE: 

Ctrntaining the British Embassy to China^ Lord Am^ 

her^ and Suite ^ on the Islqnd ofPulo Leat, in the 

litdian Ocean. With an Account of Captain Ma^t- 

welly the Proceedings on the Island^ Hostilities with 

*the Natives, and safe arrival at Batavia. 



I:* 1816, the frigates Alceste and Lion were c<iininisBion«> 
ad toi'csrry the British Ambassador, Lord Amherst and 
^.|e 10 China. The Alceste was commanded by Captain 
M»»my MsKwell, and the Lion by Capt. Basil Hall. After 
Lco^' Amherst and suite had visited Pekin, and had an 
audHmeemdi the Emperor, he re-embarked at Whannpoa 
oo.'ii3» return to England on the 2l6t of January 1817. 
AfttnoxcUanging salutes with the (bits of the Bocca Tigris, 
the r Alceste touched at the ancient Portngnese city laf 
Makao. Tbis dity has* a very {feasant appearance ; tiw 
teincuas (vf i tst 'opulence < are several fine houses, let out to 
tiic saporoKt^oan' of different nations. Tfad- gift of the 
^fotind on wbieh tbis>eity is built, is a monument of the 
Bmpetor Gaiii4iy>»gratftede; and vn» givM to the Porttb* 
gtMnsmikivkx^ing destroyed, in the ^istands adjacent to Ganw 
ton^ tiie fnmt^wb^ tniesiledvthiite'sewr, and ravaged all^ 
tfafW'cottMs'df 'Gkttiai After tonthing^eft Manila/ alidf leond^ 
ii^riiemtMB«roas<d«ster9torrocicsf«iid siioals lyng to tint^ 
uiM««MATck1(if tkeiPbittipineej a«id*-toitbe iiottiM^irt»«if:i^irMi 
imnf tbefFffteOted ft>i^ thetslraitsifif Ckuf^an 
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At daylight, on the morning of Feb. 1817, we made 
(jaspar Island, exactly at the time expected, and passing 
it, stood on for the Straits of Banca.* The lead was kept 
going : and every precaution taken to guard against acci- 
dent. Steering under these guarded circumstances, be- 
tween Banca and Pulo Lea,t, about half past seven in the 
morning, the ship struck with a horrid crash on a reef of 
sunken rocks, and remained immovable. It was found 
that any attempt to move her would be attended with the 
most fatal consequences ; for, on each side of the rocks 
on which she hung off the rock she would have sunk 
instantly ; the best bower anchor was accordingly let go 
to keep h^r fast ; and the pumps abandoned, as large 
holes were evidently beat in her bottom. Notwithstand- 
ing the perilous situation of. the ship's company every one 
was cool and collected. The boats were hoisted out, and 
Lieutenant Hoppner, with a barge and cutter, proceeded 
with Lord Amherst and suite, to the nearest part of the 
island, which appeared to be about three miles distant ; in 
the meantime every exertion was made to save what pro- 
visions and useful articles could be obtained from between 
decks by means of diving for them. A raft was also con- 
structed, on which were placed the heavier stores and 
baggage. By the return of the boats which carried Lord 
Amherst on shore, we learnt the great difficulty of effect- 
ing a landing, the mangrove trees growing out to a great 
distance in the water ; and it was not till ranging dong 
shore for three miles, that a small opening appeared, 
through which by scrambling from rock to rock, they at 
last obtained a footing on terra firma. Here by cutting 
away a quantity of the smaller jungle at the foot of a hiU 
(for the island was completely overgrown with wood,) a 
space was cleared away, where under the shade of the 
loftier trees they bivouacked for that day and night. Par- 
ties were now despatched for water, but none could be 
found on the island ; and the crew began to suffer terribly 
from thirst. A consultation ivas now held, and* it was 
determined to send Lord Amherst and suite in the two 
boats to Java ; from which place he was to send a vessel 
immediately to rescue those who remained on the island. 
Those who went in the boats amounted to forty-seven, and 
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bad with* them a veiy slender stock of provisions: consis* 
ting of a side of mutton, a ham, a tongue, about twenty 
pounds of coarse biscuit, and some few more of fine ; 
seven gallons of water^ the same of beer, as many of 
spruce, and thirty bottles of wine. After pulling outwards 
a Uttle way to clear all the rocks, they made sail to the 
southward, attended by the best wishes of every man on 
the island, and ^ere soon out of sight. 

The number left behind was two hundred, men and bovs 
and one woman. The first measure of Captain Maxwell, 
ufVet fixing a party to dig a well in a spot which was judged, 
from a combination of circumstances, the most likely to 
find water, was to remove our bivouac to the top of the 
hUl, Wjhere we could bre&ithe a cooler and purer air^-Hi 
pjace, jtn all respects, not only better adaj>ted to the pre- 
searvatioii of our health, but to our defence m case of attack. 
A path was cut upwards, and a party emuloyed in clearing 
away and setting fire to the underwood on the summit. 
This last operatioa tended much to free us from myriads 
of ants, and of snakes, scorpions, centipedes, and other rep- 

. tiles, which, in such a place and climate generally abound. 
Others were employed in removing upwards our small 
stock of provisions, which were deposited, under a strict 
guard, in a sort of natural magazine, formed by the tumb- 
Kng together of some huge masses of rock on the highest 
part of this eminence. On board the wreck a party was 
stationed, endeavoring to gain any accession they could to 
our stock of provisions and arms, and to save any public 
stores that could be found. There was a communication 

•for this purpose between the shore and the ship whenever 
the tide permitted. - For the last two days every one had 
experienced much misery from thirst. A small cask of 
water (the only one which could be obtained from the 
ship,) was scarcely equal . to a pint each in the course of 
that period ; and perhaps no question was ever so anxious- 
ly repeated jas, " What hope from the well ? " About eleven 
at night the 4iggecs had got, by rather a tortuous direction, 
on account of large stones, as far down as twenty feet, 
lifhen they came to a clayey or marley soil, that above it 
bein^ a red earth, which seemed rather moist, and had 
iu>thu»g. saline ia the taste. At a little past midni^t a 
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bottle of muddy water was brought to the captaiii as a spe- 
cimen ; and, the moment that it was understood to be fresh, 
the rush to the well was such as to impede the workmen : 
therefore it became necessary to plant sentries to enable 
them to complete their task, and permit the water to settle 
a little. Fortunately, about this time a' heavy shower of 
rain fell ; and, by spreading sheets, table-cloths, <bc., and 
wringing them, some relief was afforded. There are few 
situations in which men, exposed, without shelter, to a tor- 
rent of rain, would, as in the present instance, hail that 
circumstance as a blessing. Bathing in the sea was also 
resorted to by many, in order to drink hy absorptidnr—^jid 
they fancied it afforded relief. 

Thursday 20th. — During this day the well afforded a 
pint of water for each man. It had a sweetish milk-and- 
water taste, something like the juice of the cocoa nut ; but 
nobody found feult with it. On the contrary, it diffused 
that sort of happiness which only they can feel who have 
^It the . horrible sensation of thirst under a vertical sun^ 
subject at the same time to a harassing and fatiguing duty. 
This day was employed in getting up every thing from the 
foot of the hill — boats passing to the ship; but, unfortu- 
nately, almost every thing of real value to us in our present 
case, was under water. We were in hopes, however, that, 
as no bad weather was likely to happen, we might be ena- 
bled, by scuttling at low water, or by burning her upper 
works, to acquire many useful articles. 

On Friday (21st) the party stationed at the ship found 
themselves, soon after daylight, surrounded by a number of 
Malay proas, apparently well armed, and liill of men. • 
Without a single sword or musket for defence^ they had 
just time to throw themselves into the boat alongside, and 
push for the shore, chased by the pirates — who, finding 
two of our other boats push out to their assistance, returned 
to the ship, and took possession of her. Soon afterwards 
it was reported, from the look-out rock, that the savages, 
armed witii spec^rs, were landing at a point about two miles 
off. Under all the depressing oircumslances attending 
shipwreck — of hunger, tbtrst, and fatigue, and menaced by 
a ruthless foe, it was glorious to see the British spirit 
staunch and unsubdued. The order was given for every 
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to arm himself in the best way he could ; and it was 
obeyed with Ihe utmost promptitude and alacrity. Rude 
pke-staves were formed by cutting down young trees — 
small swords, dirks, knives, chisels, and even large spike- 
nails sharpened, were firmly affixed to the ends of these 
poles ; and those who could find nothing better, hardened 
the end of the wood in the fire, and bringing it to a sharp 
point, formed a tolerable weapon. There were, perhaps, - 
a dozen cutlasses ; the marines had about thirty muskets 
and bayonets, but could muster no more than seventy-five 
ball cartridges among the whole party. We had fortunate- 
ly preserved some loose powder Jrawn from the upper deck 
guns after the ship had struck (for the magazine was under 
water in five minutes;) and the marines, by hammering 
their buttons round, and by rolling up pieces of broken 
bottles in cartridges, did their best to supply themselves 
with a sort of lansrage which would have some effect at 
close quarters ; and strict orders were given not to throw 
away a single shot until sure of their aim. Mr. Cheflfy, the 
carpenter, and his crew, under the direction of the captain, 
were busied m forming a sort of abattis, by felling treesi 
and enclosing in a circular shape the ground we occupied ; 
and, by interweaving loose branches with the stakes driven 
in among these, a breastwork was constructed, which af> 
forded us some cover, and must naturally impede the pro- 
gress of any enemy unsupplied with artillery. That part 
of the island we had landed on was a narrow ridge, not 
above a musket shot across, bounded on one side by the 
sea, and on the other by a creek^ extending upwards of a 
mile inland, and nearly communicating with the sea at its 
head. Our hill was the outer point of this tongue, and its 
shape might be very well represented by an inverted punch 
bowl — ^the circle on which the bowl stands would then 
show the fortification, and the space within it our citadel. 

It appeared, by the report of scouts, a short time after 
the first account, that the Malays had not actually landed, 
but had taken possession of some rocks near this point, on 
which they deposited a, quantity of plunder brought from 
the st)ip ; and during the day they continued making these 
predatory trips. 

In the evening all hands were mustered under arms, and 
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a motley group they presented. It was gratifying, JUoip^* 
ever, to observe that, rude as were t£eir implemepts of de- 
fence, there seemed to be no want gf spirit to i^e the|i|,,i]r 
occasion offered. The officers and men were.UQW wpi^r 
shalled regularly into different divisioi)s and cpmp^iiies, 
their various posts assigned, and other arraogeinqnts ^pc^aide^ 
An officer and party were ordered' to take charge of the 
boats for the night ; and they were hauled closer into the 
landing-place. An alarm which occurred during the night 
showed the benefit of these regulations ; for, on a sentry 
challenging a noise among the bushes, every one w^s at 
his post in an instant, and without the least confusion..; 

On Saturday morning (22d) some of the Malay boat9 
approached the place wliere ours were moored ; and, wilj) 
the view of ascertaining whether they had any inclinajtJQp 
to communicate on friendly terms, the ^g, yjfM^i^fi pifi^xif 
aoid four hands, pulled genUy tbw^d^^ tneii]^ )Vj|.Yiqg,^ 
bough of a tree (a genera^ syniBol of peL^f?e ^yerj^.Mth^je^J 
showing the usual demonstrations of friendship^ np^^. 9if^9 
desire to speak to them^ but* all ^^>am^f(^ roj^j; ^^ 
merely reconnoitering our position, and indmediately ppljfaj 
back to their rock. >.n' -i hi 

The second lieutenant (Mr. Hay) was now orde^ed^ wii 
the barge, cutter, and gig, armed in. the b^st way yi^ cou^ ^ 
to proceed to the ship, and regain possession qj^he^, ^1^^ 
by fair means or by force ; the pirates not appearing ^^t ^%( 
time to have more than eighty men. .Those on. the rbi{k|| 
seeing our boats approach, threw all their plunder i^p 
their vessels, and made off. ,^^^ 

Two of their largest proas were pow at .wcji-k on^^^g' 
stiip ; but, on observing their comrades, abaiidoQ the ro^i^ 
land the advance of the boats, the^ also made sail aw^y^' 
having previously set fire to the ship; which they di4^,^_ 
effectually, that in a few minutes thiei flames burst, fj-pni 
every port, and she was, enveloped in a^ <^oud' of si^pj^^^ 
Thie boats were unable to board her, anil therefore rjd^ 
turned. , ; : 

Here was a period to evepy- hope of accommodajtion wi^ 
these people — ^if ' indeed', any reasonatle hope could ^yifjiij 
have been entertained on that head. The Malays^ more 
especially those waiidering aiid piratical tribes who. roam 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



THE MALATS FIRR THC SHIP. 245 

about the coasts of Borneo, Billiton, and the wilder parts 
of Suinatrai are a race of savages, perhaps the most merci- 
less and inhuman to be found in any part of the world. 
The Battas are literally cannibals. In setting fire to the 
ship, they gave a decided proof of their disposition towards 
OS. But, although certainly with no good intention, they 
merely did what we intended to do ; for, by burning her 
upper works and decks, every thing buoyant could float up 
from below, and be more easily laid hold of. 

The ship continued burning during the whole of the 
night ; and the flanies, which could 1^ seen through the 
openings of the trees, shed ^ melancholy glare around, and 
excited the most mournful ideas. This night also, all hands 
were suddenly under arms again, from a marine firing his 
musket at what he very properly considered a suspicious 
character near his post, who appeared advancing upon him, 
and refused to answer after being repeatedly hailed. It 
turned out afterwards, that the branch of a tree, half cut 
through the day before, had given way under one of a race 
of large baboons, which we found about that time disputing 
,the possession of the island with us. At the well, where there 
generally was kept a good fire at night, on account of the 
mosquitos, the sentries had more than once been alarmed 
by these gentlemen showing their black faces from behind 
the trees. They became so exceedingly troublesome to 
some ducks we had saved from the wreck (seizing and 
carr]ring them up the trees, and letting them fall down 
again when alarmed,) that, on several occasions, they left 
their little yard, and came up among the people, when the 
monkeys got among them ; thus instinctively preferring 
the society of man for protection. 

On Sunday morning (23d) the boats were sent to the 
still smoking wreck ; and ^ome flour, a few cases of wine, 
and a cask of beer had floated up. This last God-send 
was announced just at the conclusion of divine service, 
which was this morning held in the mess-tent ; and a pint 
was ordered to be immediately served out to each man, 
which called forth three cheers. This seems to be the 
only style in which a British seaman can ^ve vent to the 
warmer feelings of his heart. It is his mode of thanksgiv- 
ing for benefits received: and it equally serves him to 
21» 
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honor his friend, to defy his enemy, or to proclaim victoTj. 
This day we continued improviag; our feo^e, and, clea|iE|g 
away a glacis immediately around it, that we O^ifiH) s^ 
and have fair play with these barbarians, shoulcl. jtbeyriyp^ 
proach . They had retired behind a little iste^t, cajl^d ^(jilo 
Chalacca, or Misfortune's Isle, about two miles fr9fp us, aad 
seemed waiting there fof reinforcements ; for some of th^ir 
party had made sail towards Billitoq. 

.Wednesday (26th,) at daylight, two of the pir^e prpas, 
with each a canoe astern, were discovered clo^^ in with 
the cove where our boats were moored. Lieutienant Haj 
(a straight forward sort of a fellow,) who had the guar4 
that night at the boats, and of course slept in theip^ imm^ 
diately dashed at the Malays with the bar^e, cutter, ai^4 
gig. On perceiving this, they cut adrift their canoes, aiid 
made all sail, chased by our boats. They rather di8tancf4 
the butter and gig, but the barge gained upon them. On 
closing, the Malays evinced every sign of defiance, plapftQg 
themselves in the most threatening attitudes, and &m^ 
their swivels at the barge. This was returned by Mri* Hfg| 
with the only musket he had in the boat ; and, as H^J^ 
closed nearer, the Malays commenced throwing their jay^r 
lins and darts, several falUng into the barge, but without 
wounding any of the men. Soon after they were grappleil 
by our fellows ; when three of them having been sfaot^ jaad 
a fourth knocked down with the butt-end of the masfc^, 
five more jumped overboard and drowned themselves (eri-^ 
dently disdaining quarter), and two were taken prisoner^, 
one of whom was severely wounded. This ciose aty^ 
cf fighting is termed, by seamen, man-handling an 
enemy. 

The Malays had taken some measures to sink their proa,, 
for she we^t down almost immediately. Nothing co^il^. 
exceed the desperate ferocity of these people. One wrh^l 
had been shot through the body, but who wa^ not qi|ij^/ 
dead, on his being removed into thehar^e, with a.,yiew.g4 
saying him (as his own vessel was sinking,) furio(q^ 
grasped a cutlass which came within his reach ; an^^U ipit 
not witHout a struggle wrenched from his hand., He 4f^. 
in a few minutes. The consort of this proa, firing a.piu^^ 
ing shoi, bore up round the north part of the island, and 
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cipaped. Their canoes* (which we found very osefiil.to 
us,) were also brought on shore, containing several arti- 
cles of plunder from the ship. They appeared to be the 
two identical proas which set fire to her. The prisoners 
Ahe one rather elderly, the other young), when brought on 
snore, seemed to have no hope of being permitted to Uve, 
and sullenly awaited their fate ; but, on the wounds of the 
younger being dressed, the hands of the other untied, and 
food offered to them, with other marks of kindness, they 
became more, cheerful, and appeared especially gratified at 
seeing one of their dead companions, who had been brought 
on shore, deoently buried. 

In the forenoon, immediately after this rencountier, four- 
teen proas and smaller boats appeared standing across from 
the Banca side ; and soon after they anchored behind Pulo 
Chaiacca. Several of their people landed, and carrying up 
some bundles on their shoulders, left them in. the wood, 
ajid. returned for more. We had some hc^pe^ from, the dn 
rl^hpn in which they first appeared> a^ weQ as the^. aqr. 
diBnng^^ this spot, (the .rendezvous agreed jUpqn. at tlie 
oi^rtu^, of Lord Amherst), that they might have been 
sent from BatfLVia to our relief. 




reii ^ 

laii^h and his suite haying proceeded to plundeLthe wrec^ 
vmkh by this time they had espied. l\ is probable they 
were not certain of our real s^ufttioa on the ^citi* evening, 
hut might have supposed, from seeing the uniforms^ colors,^ 
iui4 other military appearance, that some settlement, as at 
lilihto, in the island of, Banca, had beep esl^ablished ^ere,, 
And ttus may also account for .thei^' civilify in. the. first in- 
duce; for, from the moment their liarpy-like'spif it wa« 

* Diiriii^ tiM time the %0ftt8 were abeei^t ia chase, lilr. Fisher/anzioiBi 
t» WQaib; one of tlieir etoui^, wUch was 4gii6hg pact with the ettrrent, 
•i|B|noiiltQWI«diiti' WliefifwithiavM)>^<4!rt9VPM^hjmi4yf«t^^ 
mo^ Hiark, ynm mea horermg near mm. croMiitg as4 ueproMiiig^fui tber* 
'M*flMietimea ebMrved- to do befoie miaidng a aeizuie. To fa^ve called 
cMi|nigbi\ViQli^7flii«e itnciyed liim:(fbr hfr was naeaiiaeioiis of hit 
v^PlflkioA) ; and it was lesolvqd to let him ^rooeed witliont i^Bark tojtlit 
«fliio0.. which was, the neaiest point of aeonntj. HajMnlv he sqcceequl in 
tMUuHatoH) iAilft1iMthail(,bThtotoolonff dekf,1ortftTeQ^'wlioli 
MoeEieakfitft 
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excited by the wreck, and they saw our real coDditioii, 
there were no more offerings of fish or of cocoa-nut milk. 

To have sent the boat openly to attack them was judged 
impolitic — ^it wouW only have driven thenj off for a mo- 
ment, and put them on their guard against surprise by 
night, should it be thought necessary in a day or two to do 
so. They could deprive us of little ; for the copper bolts 
and iron work, which they were now most interested about, 
were not to us of material importance. 

We had the day before moved the boats mto another 
cove, more out of sight, from the overspreading branches 
of the trees, and safer in case of attack, being commanded 
by two strong little forts, one having a rude drawbridge, 
erected on the rocks immediately above it, and wattled in, 
where an officer and piquet were nightly placed ; and a 
new serpentine path was cut down to this inlet, communi- 
cating with our main position aloft. 

On Friday, the 28tn, the Malays were still employed on 
the wreck. A boat approached us in the forenoon ; but, 
On the gig going out to meet it, they refused to correspond^ 
land returned to their party. No relief having appeared 
firom Batavia, and the period being elapsed at which, as 
was now thought, we had ireason to expect it, measures 
were taken, by repairing the launch and constructing a fine 
raft, to give us additional powers of transporting ourselves 
from our present abode, before our stock of provisions was 
entirely exhausted. 

On Saturday, the 1st of March, the Malays acquired a 
great accession of. strength, by the arrival of fourteen more 
proas from the northward, probably of the old party, who 
joined in breaking up the remains of the wreck. 

At daylight, on Sunday the 2d, still greater force having 
joined them during the night, the pirates, leaving a number 
at work on the wreck, advanced with upwards of twenty 
of their heaviest vessels towards our landing place, fired 
one of their patereroes, beat their gongs, and, making a 
hideous yelling noise, they anchored in a line about a ca- 
ble's length from our cove. We were instantly, under 
arms, the party covering the boats strengthened, and 
scouts sent out to watch their motions, as. some of their 
boats had gone up the creek, at the back of our position* 
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^nd to b^at about, lest any should be lying in ^imbush 
from the land. About this time the old Malay prisoner, 
who was under charge of sentries at the w^ll, aiid who had 
been incaijtiou^ly trusted \)y them to cut some wopd for 
the fir^, hearing the howling of his tribe, left his woiiiided 
comrade to shift for himself, nan off into the woods, and 
escaped, cawying with him his hatchet. Finding,^ afteir 
waiting a short time in this state of preparation, that they 
made no attempt to land, an officer was sent a Uttle out- 
side the cove in a canoe, waving in a friendly manner to 
try bow they would act. After some deliberation, one of 
tfieir boats, with several men armed with creeses, or thdr 
crooked daggers, approached. Here, as usual, little could 
bejnade out, except a display of their marauding spirit, by 
taking a fancy to the shirt and trousers of one of the young 
gentlemen in the cai^be ; but, on his refusing to give them 
up, they used nQ force. . . , .v 

In the afternoon some of tne rajah's people, whom we 
at first considered pur friends, made their appearance, as 
if seeking a parley; and, on communicating with, ti^enn, 
gave us to uaderstand bv signs, and as many words ais 
could be made out, that all the Malays, except ^ttieir partv, 
were extremcily hostile to us ; that it was their determiiia- 
tiori to attack us that night ; and prging also, that some ^f 
their people should sleep up the hill, in order to protect 
us. Their former conduQt and present connexions dis- 
played so evidently the treachery of this offer, that it is 
heedless to say that it was rejected — ^giving them to under* 
stand that we could trust to ourselves. They imipediately 
returned to their gang, who certainly assumed a most men- 
acing attitude. In the evening, when the officers and meii 
were assembled as usual under arms, in order to inspect 
them, and settle the watches for the night, the captain 
spoke to them with much animation, almost verbatim as 
follows : — 

" My lads, you must all have observed this day, as well 
as myself, the great increase of the enemy's force (for ene- 
mies we must now consider them,) and the threatening 
posture they have assumed. I have, on various grounds, 
strong reason to believe they will attack us this night. I 
dp' not wish to conceal our real state, because I do not 
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think theie is a man here who is afraid to face any sort of 
danger. We are now strongly fi^nced in^ and our position 
is in all respects so good, that^ armed as we are, we ought 
to make a formidable defence against even regular troops. 
What, then, would be thought of us, if we allowed our- 
selves to be surprised by a set of naked savaged, with their 
spears and creeses ? It is true they have swivels in their 
boats, but they cannot act here. I have not observed that 
they have any matchlocks or muskets ; but if they have, so 
have we. I do not wish to deceive you as to the means of 
resistance in our power. When we were first thrown to- 
gether on shore, we were almost defenceless— only seventy- 
five ball cartridges could be mustered — we have now six- 
teen hundred. They cannot, I believe, send up more than 
five hundred men; but with two hundred such as now 
stand around me, 1 do not fear a thousand ^ nay, fifteen 
hundred of them. I have the fullest confidence we shall 
beat them. The pike-men standing firm, we can give them 
such a volley of musketry as they will be little prepared 
for ; and when we find they are thrown into confusion, we 
will sally out among them/ chase them into the Water, and 
ten to one but we secure their vessels. Let every roan, 
therefore, be on the alert^with his arms in his hands; and 
should these barbarians this night attempt our hill, I trust 
we shall convince them that they are dealing With Britons." 

Perhaps three jollier hurrahs were never 'given than at 
the conclusion of this short but well-timed address. The 
woods fairly echoed again ; whilst the piquet at the cove, 
and those stationed at the wells, the instant it caught their 
ear, instinctively joined their sympathetic cheers to the 
general chorus. 

There was something like unity and concord in such a 
sound (one neither resembling the feeble shout nor savage 
yell.) which,, rung in the ears of these gentlemen, no doubt 
had its effect ; for about this time (8 P. M.) they were ob* 
served making signals with lights to some of their tribe 
behind the islet. If ever seamen or marines had a strong 
inducement to fight, it was on the present occasion ; for 
every thing conduced to animate them. The feeling ei- 
citea by a savage, cruel, and inhospitable aggression on the 
part of the Malays— an aggression adding calamity to mi*- 
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fortune— roused every mind to a spirit of just revenge; 
and the appeal now made to them on the score of national 
character was not likely to let that feeling cool. That-they 
might come, seemed to be the anxious wish of every heart. 
After a slender but cheerful repast, the men laid down a? 
usual on tbeir arms, whilst the captain remained with 
those on guard to superintend his arrangements. An alarm 
during the night showed the effect of preparation iQu. the 
peoplis's minds ; for all^ like lightning, were at their po^ts, 
and returned growling and disappointed because the alarm 
was false. ' 

Daylight, on Monday the 3d, discovered the pirates exr. 
actly in the same position in front of us ; ten more vesseb 
having joined them during the nighty making their number 
now at least six hundred men. The plot began to thicken, 
and our situation became hourly more critical. Their 
force rapidly accumulating, and our little stock of pro- 
visions daily shortening, rendered some desperate niieasufe 
immediately necessary. 

That which seemed most feasible was, by. a sudden 
Bight attack, with our four boats well armed, to carry; by 
boarding some of their vessels; and, by manning .tnem> 
to repeat our attack with increased force, taking more, or 
dispersing them. The possession of some of their pro^s, 
in addition lo our own boats, taking into consid^atipn 
that our numbers would be thinned on the occasion, xnight 
enable us to shove off for Java, in defiance of them« Any 
attempt to move on a raft, with their vessels playing round 
it armed with swivels, was evidently impossible. Awful 
as pur situation now was, and every houir becoming mor^ 
80^ starvation sfaring us in the face on one hand^ and withr. 
out a hope of mercy from the savages oil the other ; yet 
were there no symptoms of depression or gloomy despair; 
c^ery mind seemed, buoy.ant; and,, if any estimate of the 
,J|neral feeling could bu collected from countenances, froHi« 
the manner and expressions ot a|I, there appeared, to Ij^^ 
formed in every breast a calm determination to dash. at, 
them, and be successful ; or to fall, as became men, iq ilie, 
attempt to be free. ^ ,. ,, * ,Vj 

Abput.hoon on. this day, whilst scfjemes ^and proppsalsj^ 
were flying about, as to the mode of executing the'meas- 
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ores in view, Mr. Johnstone, ever on the alert^ who hni 
moanted the look-out tree, one of tlie loftieat'on the sum- 
jnit of our hill, descried a fi^ at d great'distance'to th^ 
sonthward, which he thought larger thati^ Malay Vessel. 
The buzz of conversation was in a moment hushed, and 
every eye fixed anxiously on the tree for the next rejport — 
a signal-man and telescope being instantly sent up. Shis 
was now lost si^ht of from a dark squall overspreading that 
{NUt'of the honzon; but, in abdut twi^nty minutes, she 
emerged from the cloud, tod w&s de^^idedly announced to 
be a squcire-rigged vessel. " Are you quite sure of that ?' 
was easterly inquired. ** Quite certain," was the reply ; 
** it is either a ship or a brig, standitig towards the island 
imder all sail." The joy this happy sight infused, and the 
gratitude of every heart at this prospect of deliverance, 
x^y be more easily conceived than desbribed. It occa- 
sioned a sudden transitibn of the mind from one train <^ 
thinking to another, as if wsA:ing frbiti a disagreeable dreain. 
Ve immediately displayed^ our colors on the highest branch 
of the tree, to attract attention, lest' ishe shouM only be ,a 
pissing stranger. 

The pirates soon after this discovered the ship (a sknal 
having been made with a' gun by those' anchored behind 
Pulo Chalacca,) which occasioned at! evident stir among 
them. As the water was ebbing fast, it wad Ihought pos- 
sible, by an unexpected rush out to the ^^ge of the reef, 
to get some of thekn under fik'e, and secure them. They 
seemed, however, to have stispectbd our purpose, for the 
moment the seatnen and marines appeared from under the 
mangroves; the nearest ptoa. let fly her swivel among a 
party of the officers, who had been previously wading out^ 
wards ; and the whole instantly getting Uiider weigh, made 
sail off, fired at by our people ; but unfortunately without 
effect ; for, in addition to the dexterous management of 
their boats, the wind enabled them to weather the roch^ 
Two only, in tacking, struck upon a reef to windward m 
us, but got off again. It was pleasing to see the anxiety 
of the marines to keep their powder dry, by buckling their 
cartouch boxes on their breasts, and swivelGng their mus-' 
kets above that level, as they loaded and ^d, whilst the 
; with| their j^es, like water d6gs; ^nshed out to 



Digitized by VjOOQ Ij^ 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 




si o 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



SHIPWRECK 



THE BLENDENHALL, 

In the South Atlantic Ocean^ with the Sufferings and 
Deliverance of the Shiph Company by Governor 
Glass, of the neighbouring Island of Tristan d? 
Acunha. To which is added an Account of that 

' Island; and the Journal of Augustus, Earle, Esq.^ 
who was left on the Tristan d^ Acunha, and lived 
with Governor Glass for several Months. 



In 18S0-1, the Blendenhall, free trader, bound for Bom- 
bay, partly laden with broadcloths, was prosecuting her 
voyage ; and being driven, by adverse winds and currents, 
more to the westward and southward than her course re- 
quired, it became desirable to make Tristan d' Acunha, in 
order to ascertain and rectify the reckoning. It was while 
steering to effect this purpose, that one morning a passen- 
ger, who chanced to be on deck earlier than usual, ob» 
served great quantities of sea-weed occasionally floating 
alongside. This excited some alarm, and a man was im- 
mediately sent aloft to keep a good look-out. The weather 
was then extremely hazy, though moderate; the weeds 
continued ; all were on the alert ; they shortened sail, and 
the boatswain piped for breakfast. In less than ten min- 
utes, ^' Breakers ahead !" startled every soul, and in a mo* 
ment all were on deck. '* Breakers "starbowd ! breakers 
larboard ! breakers all around I" was the ominous cry a 
moment afterwards, and all was confusion. The words 
were scarcely uttered, when, and before the helm was up, 
the ill-fated ship struck, and, after a few tremendous 
shocks against the sunken reef, she parted about midship. 
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Ropes and stays were cut away — ^all rushed forward, a« if 
instinctively, and had barely reached the forecastle, when 
the stem and quarter broke asunder with a violent crash, 
and sunk to rise no more. Two of tiie seamen miserably 
perished — the rest, including officers, passengers, and 
crew, held on about the head and bows — ^the struggle was 
for life! 

At this moment the Inaccessible Island, which till then 
had been veiled in clouds and thick mist, appeared frown- 
ing above the haze. The wreck was more than two miles 
from the frightful shore. The base of the island was stiO 
buried in impenetrable gloom. In this perilous extremity, 
one was for cutting away the anchor, which had. been got 
up to the cat-head in time of need ; another was for cut-^ 
ting down the foremast (the foretopmast being akeady by 
the board.) The fog totally disappeared, and the black 
rocky island stood in all its rugged deformity before their 
eyes. Suddenly the sun broke out in full splendour, as if 
to expose more clearly to the view of the sufferers their 
dreadiful predicament. Despair was in every bosom — 
death, arrayed in all its terrors, seemed to hover over the 
wreck. But exertion was required, and Providence in- 
spired unhoped for fortitude. Every thing that human' 
energy could devise was effected ; and the wreck, on which 
all eagerly clung, was miraculously drifted by the tide and 
wind between ledges of sunken rocks and thundering 
breakers ; until, after the lapse of six hours, it entered the 
only spot on the island where a landing was possibly prac- 
ticable ; for all the other parts of the coast consisted of per* 
pendicular cliffs of granite, rising from amidst deafening 
surf, to the height of twenty, forty, and sixty feet. As the 
shore was neared, a raft was prepared ; and on this a fevr 
paddled for the cove. At last the wreck drove right in : 
ropes were instantly thrown out ; and the crew and pa»* 
sengers (except two who had been crushed in the wreck,^ 
including three ladies and a female attendant, were pron- 
dentially snatched from the watery grave, which a few 
short hours before had appeared inevitable — and safely 
landed on the beach. Evening had now set in, and every 
effort was made to secure whatever could be saved froiii 
the wreck. Bains of cloth, cases of wine, a few boxes of 
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ehoeaey some bams, the carcass of the milk cow that had 
been washed on shore, buckets, tubs, butts, a seaman's 
cbest, (containing a tinder-box and needles and thread,) 
mth a number of elegant mahogany turned bed*posts, part 
of an investment for the India market, were got on shpre. 
The rain poured down in torrents — ^all hands were busily 
at work to procure a shelter from the weather ; and with 
the bed-posts and broadcloths, and part of the foresail, as 
many tents were soon pitched as there were individuab in 
the island. 

Drenched with the sea and with the rain, hungry, cold, 
and comfortless, thousands of miles from their native land, 
aknost beyond expectation of human succor, hope nearly 
annihilated', the shipwrecked voyagers retired to their 
tents, some devoutly to prostrate themselves in humble 
thankfulness before that merciful Being who had so won* 
derfully delivered them from destruction, others to rest af- 
ter the dreadful fatigue by which they were exhausted, and 
some to drown their cares in wine. In the morning the 
wreck had gone to pieces; and pkmks, and spars, and 
whatever had floated in, were eagerly dragged on shore. 
No soonpr was the unfortunate ship broken up, than, deem- 
ing thOTiselves freed from the bonds of authority, mcmy 
began to secure whatever came to land ; and the captain, 
officers, passengers, and crew, were now reduced to the 
same level, and obliged to take their turn to fetch water, 
and explore the island for food. The work of exploring 
was soon over — there was not a bird, nor a quadruped, 
nor a single tree to be seen ! All was barren and desolate. 
The low parts were scattered over with stones and sand, 
and a few stunted weeds, reeds, ferns, and other plants. 
The top of the mountain was found to consist of a frag- 
ment of original table-land, very marshy, and full of deep 
doughs, intersected with small- rills of water, pure and.pel- 
lucid as crystal, and a profusion of wild parsley and celery. 
The prospect was one dreary scene of destitution, without 
a single ray of hope to reUeve the misery of the desponding 
Ofew. After some days, the dead cow, hams, and cheese, 
were consumed ; and from one end of the island to the 
other, not a morsel of food could be seen, l^ven the c^Aery 
began to &»l. A few bottles of wine, which, for security, 
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had been secreted under ground, only remained. Famine 
now began to threaten. Every stone near the sea was ex- 
amined for shell fish, but in vain. In this extremity, as 
the quarter-master's wife was sitting at her tent door, with 
the child crying at her breast, faint and exhausted, a group 
of half starved seamen passed by ; when one of them turn- 
ing round, exclaimed, '' By — - that wUl make a drop of 
broth y if nothir^ else turns upV^ The observation spoke 
daggers to the poor creature. On the return of night, as 
the poor hungry wretches were squatting in sullen dejecticm 
round their fires, on a sudden hundreds of birds from sea- 
ward came actually flying through the flames. Many fell 
dead, scorched or suffocated ; and thus were the sufferers 
again rescued for a time from the horrors which so immi- * 
nently beset them. For several nights in succession, sim- 
ilar flocks came in ; and by multiplying their fires, a con- 
siderable supply was secured. 

These visits however ceased at length, and .the wretched 
Tty were exposed again to the most severe privation, 
hen their stock of wild fowl had been exhausted for more 
than two days, each began to fear they were now approach- 
ing that sad point of necessity, when between death and 
casting lots who should be sacrificed to serve for food for 
the rest, no alternative remains. While horror at the bare 
contemplation of an extremity so repulsive occupied the 
thoughts of all, the horizon was observed to be suddenly 
obscured, and presently clouds of penguins lighted on the 
island. The low grounds were actually covered ; and be- 
fore the evening was dark, the sand could not be seen for 
the numbers of eggs, which, hke a sheet of snow, lay on 
the surface of the earth. The penguins continued on the 
island four or five days ; when, as if by signal, the whole 
took their flight, and were never seen again. A few were 
killed, but the flesh was so extremely rank and nauseous, 
that it could not be eaten. The eggs were collected, and 
dressed n all manner of ways, and supplied abundance of 
food for upwards of three weeks. At the expiration of that 
period famine once more seemed inevitable; the third 
morning began to dawn upon the unfortunate company, 
after their stock of eggs were exhausted ; they had now 
been without food for more than forty hours, and were 
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fiunting and dejected — when, as though this desolate rock 
were really a land of miracles, a man came rrnnning up to 
the encampment, with the unexpected and joyful tidings, 
Ihat <' millions of sea-cows had come on shore." The ccew 
climbed over the ledge of rocks that flanked their tents, 
and the sight of a shoal of manatees immedialely beneath 
. them . gladdened their ^hearts. These cune in with (the 
flood, and were left in the puddles between the broken 
rocks of the cove. This supply continued for two or three 
wedis. The flesh was mere blubber, and quite unfit for 
food, for not a man could retain it on his stomach ; but the 
liver was excellent, and on this they subsisted. In the 
meantime, the carpenter with his gang had constructed a 
.boat, and four of the men had adventured in her for Tristan 
d' Acunha, in hopes of ultimately extricating <their fellow 
aqflerers from their perilous situation. Unfortunately the 
boat was lost — whether carried away by the violence, of tlie 
currents that set in between the islands, or dashed to pieces 
i^ainst the breakers, was never. known, for no vestige of 
the boat or the crew was ever seen. Before the manatees, 
liawever, began to quit the shore, a second boat was 
launched ; and in this an officer and some seamen made, a 
second attempt ; and happily succeeded in efiectinga land- 
ing, after much, labor, on the island of Governor Glass. He 
received them most cordially, and with humanity, which 
neither time, nor place, nor total seclusion ifrom the world, 
had enfeebled or impaired. He instantly launched his 
boat, and, unawed by considerations of personal danger, 
hastened, at the risk of his life, to deliver his shipwi*ecked 
countrymen from the calamities they had so long enduned. 
He made repeated trips, surmounted all difficulties, and 
fortunately succeeded in safely landing them on his own 
island, after they had been exposed for nearly three months 
to the horrors of a situation almost unparalleled in the re- 
corded sufferings of seafaring men. 

After being hospitably treated by Glass and his compaay 
for three months, the survivors obtained a passage to the 
Cape — all except a young sailor named White; who Imd 
formed an attachment to one of the servant girls on board; 
Jod> in mil the miseries they had endured after that event, 
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had been her constant protector and companion ; whibt 
gratitude on her part preventing her wishing to leave him, 
both chose to remain here ; and he and his Peggy made 
the second couple married on this island^ and no two peo- 
ple can be happier. 

This island is called Tristan d'Achuna, after the Portu* 
guese admiral who first discovered the group. Nothing 
can be more wild and dismal than the aspect of these 
islands ; and in stormy weather, which is common in the 
winter season, a tremendous sea roars and foams against 
^the rocky shores. The names given to the three islands 
are — ^Tristan d'Achuna, Inaccessible, and Nightingale 
Island ; the two latter of which are so wild and rugged as 
to defy all approach. Tristan d'Achuna is about seven 
leagues in circumference, of a square shape, formed by 
hilly ridges, with deep valleys, and appears to have origin- 
ated from a volcanic eruption. The only level ground of 
consequence is on the north-east side, at the foot o^ 
mountain eight hundred feet high. It is a slip of good 
land, gradually sloping down towards the sea, but it is cut 
suddenly from the beach by an abrupt precipice of ^bout 
fifty feet ; so that from every part is a fine commanding 
view of the ocean. This slip of land between the moun- 
tains and the beach is three quarters of a mile wide and six 
miles long. The soil is good, and produces any kind of 
vegetables, but is particularly good for the culture of pota- 
toes. Immense numbers of birds resort to this island for 
the purpose of incubation. Also sea-elephants cover the 
shores at particular seasons, together with seals in great 
numbers. Whales and other fish abound in great quanti- 
ties in the sea which surrounds it. In 1811, Jonathan 
Lambert, of Salem, Massachusetts, in company with two 
others, resided on this remote island, and supplied vessels 
that touched there with vegetables. In 1816, when Buon- 
aparte ^as sent to St. Helena, the British government 
deemed it expedient to garrison this island, and sent the 
Falmouth man-of-war with a colony of forty persons, which 
arrived in the month of August. They found two men, 
who informed them that Lambert perished in crossing to 
one of the neighboring islands ; but from the vague and 
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t.oiitradictory accounts they gave of his fate, there remained 
r-s-^ doubt but they made away with him to get possession 
^>rall on the island. 

The garrison was soon 'given up, and all returned to the 
Ca|>e of Good Hope except Governor Glass and his wife, 
wh > requested that they might stay. 

lii the year 1824, Augustus Earle, Esq., a distinguished 
diiiHi, and author of "A Nine Months Residence in New 
Zealand," was accidentally left on the island, and remained 
hh months before a vessel stopped at the island, by which 
he could leave his solitary abode. We will give an account 
of this adventure in his own words. 

^^On the 17th of February I embarked at Rio de Janeiro, 
(^1) board the sloop Duke of Gloucester, Captain Amm, mas- 
ter, bound for the Cape of Good Hope. On the 6th of 
N n/ch we sighted Tristan d'Achuna; but owing to the 
^nnpestuous state of the weather, we could not effect a 
!r Tiding for several days. At length we succeeded in get- 
ting ashore. Our captain finding the settlers had abun- 
^bmcG of potatoes, agreed to purchase a few tons for the 
C-ape market ; and as I knew it woulcftake a considerable 
tune to getthem on board, I determined to return in the 
boat with the m?n when they left our vessel. I did so, and 
t^ ok with me my dog, gun, boat-cloak, and, sketch book, 
h^'jjing to be able to add a few interesting drawings to my 
j.orifolio, as this was a spot hitherto un visited by any artist. 

'' There is something really terrific in the appearance of 
tiM:4 island as you approach the shore. The sea breaks 
\v.<h violence over rocks which are just rising above water, 
;j)il the whole extent of beach is whitened with surf. It is 
unsafe for any other than whale boats to attempt landing 
hen.. On quitting the boat, I found a road, formed of 
bkuk lava, cut down the cliff, along which the islanders 
hui brought their boat. Arriving at the village, which 
coni^ists of half a dozen houses, covered with thatch made 
of this native grass, I found two women and a number of 
children, who were all equally delighted to see a stranger 
amongst them. The houses, and all around them, had an 
air of comfort, cleanliness, and plenty, truly English. They 
immediately brought me a bowl of new milk ; after which 
I sat down to dinner with these hospitable people, and they 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



HM kable's NARJUlTITS. 

diowed every possible kindness and attention to infe. In the 
afternocM) the men were all busily employed getting off the 
cargo of potatoes. The next day it biowed hard from the 
north, and We had no communication with the sloop. On 
the third day, as the islanders were preparing to take me 
cm board, the sloop tacked and stood out to sea. I con- 
cluded she was only making a long stretch, and waited on 
the beach some hours ; but she stood quite= off to sea, and 
I never beheld her more. 

<< I passed several days in the utmost anxiety respecting 
the vessel, for the wind was blowing tremendously. The 
surf along the beach exceeded every thing I ever before 
witnessed, or could have imagined ; and the noise was al- 
most deafening. The rocks and the beach being composed 
of black lava, opposed to the snowy whiteness of the foam, 
produced a supernatural effect, and was, from the contrast 
of color, particularly grand, especially as we were then on 
the weather side of the island. 

** After anxiously watching several days for the sloop, I 
gave up all hopes of her returning to the island. The chief 
person of our little community, commonly called the gov- 
ernor, is Mr. Glass, a Scotchman, a d-efei^an^ corporal of the 
artillery drivers ; and he certainly behaves to me with 
every possible kindness. Nothing within his power is 
spared to make me comfortable. Of the fair ladies of our 
colony, Mrs. Glass is a Cape Creole, and Mrs. White a half- 
cast Portuguese from Bombay. Their time is so fully oc- 
cupied, that I seldom see either of them ; being constantly 
in the cook-house, which is separated from our dwelling. 
Children there are in abundance, all healthful and robust, 
and just one year older than another. When Glass first 
came here, the two men were here who lived with Lambert, 
and were supposed to have made away with him to get his 
money. One immediately left the island. The other, 
named Thomas, who informed Glass that he had plenty of 
money buried there, and that he would some day show the 
place where his hoard lay, to that man in the garrison who 
pleased him most ; thus insuring constant good treatment 
from the men, each hoping to be his fiivoured; but one 
day, after drinking immoderately of liquor, he was taken 
suddenly iU, and expired befoie he could explain to hit 
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companions where his treasure was concealed, thougn ev^. 
dently anxious so to do. A universal search commencea 
after his death ; but neither money nor papers have ever 
been found ; and even I, when not better occupied, used 
to examine every cranny and hole in the rocks about the 
houses, in hopes of finding old Thomas' treasure ; for Glass 
said it must be near the houses, as he used to be away but 
a very short time when he visited his hoard for money. I 
once thought I had really made the discovery ; for in a 
cleft of the rock, in a very remote corner, I found an old 
kettle stuffed with rags ; but, unfortunately, witli no other 
treasure. Glass well remembered the kettle belonging to 
Thomas, by the remarkable circumstance of iia having a 
wooden bottom. 

" A little to the eastward of the settlement is Falmouth 
Bay, a dangerous rocky inlet, which proved fatal to the 
British ship Julia. Parts of the wreck are still strewn upon 
the shore. Amongst the thick grass beyond the beach, a 
high pole has been erected, marking the spot where the 
remains of the unhappy sufferers were interred. The 
wreck has been of great service to the inhabitants ; for 
their houses and fences were principally composed of it. 

'* The cows, oxen, sheep, poultry, all thrive here ; but 
the cows, owing to their eating so much kelp or sea- weed, 
have a very fishy, unpleasant taste. Fish is most abundant 
on this coast, and of various kinds. May 1st, the day be- 
ing remarkably fine, I walked out to one of the beaches, 
and saw numbers of sea-elephants sleeping on the beach. 
They were all large, fat, and unwieldy. 

" One day when the wind blew fresh from the eastward, 
Glass and I went to the east end of the island to burn the 
underwood and grass, in order to make pasturage for the 
cattle. This grass grows astonishingly fast, and if n*'t 
burned occasionally, would soon cover every tiling, ll is 
from eight to ten feet high, and so thick, that it is elniost 
impossible tv3 get through it. We set fire to it in several 
places, and the wind catching the flame, it spread with 
dreadful rapidity, running up the side- of the me jitain with 
a roar like that produced by volleys of musquetry ; and ii 
was accompanied with so much flame and smcke, as to 
make the spectacle truly sublime. 
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On the 96th of May we went up the mcuntain on a goat 
bunt, of which there are thousands on the phiins. A good 
dog went with us, for the purpose of nmning them down. 
We soon surprised a flock, which made (as they ioyariably 
do) for the peak ; but our dx)g scon separated one, which 
we caught, killed, and left on the plain, while the dog ran 
after others. A very lar«:c black he goat was selected, 
which gave him bottle, and di Icmled himself courageously 
for some time. At length we killed him, and added his 
body to our other prize. When vvc get ihcm to the edge 
of the precipice, we took out their intjides, and stuffed them 
with fern, then tumbled tliem clown, and they reached the 
bottom without much difficulty. AAer spending a most 
fatiguing and exciting day, wc got safely down at night, 
the men well pleased with their sport, and I with the num- 
ber of my sketches. 

" They informed me, that the very last time they had 
ascended the mountain, on their return, one of the party 
got too close to the precipice, without being aware of it, 
and fell down several hundred feet. They found the corpse 
the next day, in a miserably mangled state. They interred 
it in the garden, near their settlement ; and placed at the 
head of the grave a board, with his name and age, together 
with an account of the accident which caused his death ; 
and the pious remark to the reader, that it happened on a 
Sunday — a dreadful warning to Sabbath-breakers. The 
people all say, they never more will ascend the mountain 
on that sacred day. Indeed, from all I have seen of them, 
they pay every respect to the duties of religion which lies 
in their power. My clothes beginning to wear out, my 
kind host, who was an excellent tailor, made me a pair of 
trowsers, consisting of sail-cloth, and the back of dried 
goat's skin, the hair outside ; which they all assured me 
would be very convenient in sliding down the mountains. 
I laughed heartily when I first sported this Robinson Crusoe 
habiliment. * Never mind how you look, sir,* said my 
kind host ; * his Majesty himself, (God bless him !) if he 
had been left here, as you were, could do no better.* As 
two of us were one day on an excursion to the hills, to have 
a hunt after the goats, when we were about half way over 
the plain, we discovered some fresh hog's dung, an evident 
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Eroof that one of these wild animals was in the neighbor* 
ood. Thes9 creatures being mtber more formidable than 
the game we were in pursuit of, we had to be more circum- 
spect and cautious in our approaches. I put a new flint 
into my^gun, and took charge of ^t n^yselfj-r-fWhite, who 
had hitherto carried it for me, not understanding the use of 
fire-arms. Our dog soon took the scent, and followed to 
its den ; which we were made aware of by his furious bark- 
ing. The place to which our dog led us was full of high 
grass, higher than either of our heads, and we heard the 
monster rustling it violently about, and charging the dog ; 
but not being able to see where our enemy was, we were 
both much intimidated ; for myself, I confess I was greatly 
alarmed. I heard this creature champing its tusks close 
to me, and yet it was entirely concealeid. I climbed up a 
little eminence, and obtained a sight of the animal's back, 
or rather of its bristles, as they were erected, while keep- 
ing our dog at bay. I took a steady and deliberate aim, 
fired, and down the animal fell. It proved to be a wild 
boar of enormous dimensions ; one that the settlers ,b^d of- 
ten hunted, but which had hitherto ^^pap^^. W^ h^d 
some difficulty in getting the carcass home, s^ had to re- 
turn for assistance, as it required twx) of our strong^t men 
to carry it, it weighing between tbxee ajid four hundred 
weight. 

" November 29th. — ^This morning, at eight o'cWck, ob- 
served a ship to leeward of the island, working up towards 
our settlement. All hands were instantly employed .get- 
ting the boat ready to launch — for they never tired of itbair 
exertions in my behalf, and all took tl|^ g^i^atesit ia^cest in 
my safe return to my country. Aft^r the vessel h%d mwide 
two tacks to windward, we launched, and had a aasrow 
escape through the surf; but we s<ucceeded in bowraiiBg 
her about ten o'clock. 

'^ The reader will imagine, better than I can dAsoabe, 
what were my sensations of joy and gratitude, on finding 
myself once more actually on board an English vessel, surr 
rounded by my coMntrymen. She was bound to Van &io» 
ni40.^Jand. I was received in the kindest manner ;.ni)r 
«;ants ,were provided for. I now UhJs. leave of Governor 
<^^^^f[nd his kind-hearted comrades ; and afters pnosper- 
Otts voyage, we rearhed Van Dieman's Land in safety." 
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NARRATIVE 

or THE 

DISASTERS WHICH BEFEL 

THE 

SHIP JUNO, 

IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 

H^h an Jffecting Account of the Sufferings and sulh- 
sequent Shiptvreck of the Crew on the coast qf 
Jracanj in June^ 1795. 



For certain reasons which need not be narrated here, I 
quitted, at Rangoon, a vessel to which I formerly belong- 
ed, and entered as secpnd mate of the Juno, Captain 
Alexander Bremner, then lying at that place, and taking 
in a cargo of teak-wood for Madras. The Juno was of 
450 tons burthen, very much out of repair, and in all res- 
pects a ship badly provided for sea. Her crew consisted 
of fifty-three men, chiefly Lascars, or native seamen, with 
a few Europeans. We had also on board the captain's 
wife, her maid, who was a native young woman, and some 
Malays to assist in working the ship, being seventy-two 
souls in all. 

On the twenty-ninth of May, 1795, we sailed, beating 
out with the young ebb, in from five to seven fathoms of 
water, with soft mud. About six P. M. it shoaled sud- 
denly to a quarter less four ' fathoms. * The ship was 
immediately ordered abput, but scarce was the helm a-lee 
when she struck on a hard sand-bank. All was hove back 
in order to get her off, but without effect. Both her 
bower anchors were let go in order to keep her from 
driving farther on, and they held her some time, till one 
of the cables parting, she dragged the other anchor ; where- 
fore we let go the sheet-anchor, which brought us up. It 
was the last quarter ebb, and we had no doubt of getting 
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.the ship off on the flood, provided we could keep her 
.fiam upsetting at low water. We therefore struck the 
(top^^Iant-yards and masts to relieve her of top weight 
as much as possible. At low water she keeled to an 
alsurming degree, bqt floated off with the flood. We hove 
up our anchors and stood off* under a press of sail into deep 
foundings; and as she did not make any water, we hoped 
she had not received any material damage. 

On the first of June, a gale commenced at south-south- 
west, with a very high sea, the ship balanced much, and 
foon sprung a leak. During six days that tlie gale lasted, 
it required the utmost exertions of all hands, without dis- 
tinction, to keep her free, the pump gear getting out of 
order freqvien tly by constant hard working. Unfortunately 
.wehad no carpenter on board, and hi^rdly any carpenter s 
tools ; but we made shift with what few we had to repair 
the pumps as Qften as it became necessary. However, 
we were often foiled by the sand ballast choaking them, 
vwhich obliged us to hoist them out and clear them, after 
having tried many unsuccessful expedients to prevent their 
sucking up the sand. 

Many consultations were held about returning to >Ran- 
goon ; but the dangers attending an approach to that coast, 
particularly a lee-shore, so low as not to be seen above 
ten or twelve miles ofi^, and only seven fathoms of water 
at that distance, rendered us unanimous, that so long as 
any hope could be entertained of saving the vessel, we 
should endeavor to keep her clear of the coasl of Pequ. 

On the sixth, the gale abated, the ship made less water, 
and required but one pump constantly going. We then 
discovered a leak across the stern post between wind and 
water ; and the first calm day got out the jolly boat, and 
nailed some tarred canvass and oakum above it, with sheet 
lead over all. This expedient so far succeeded, that while 
good weather continued, the ship required pumping but 
once every watch, which led us to imagine that we had 
stopped the leak. Thus we congratulated each other on 
our supposed deliverance, and proceeded cheerfully on 
the voyage. 

But our congratulations were premature. Happy had 
it been for us if we had embraced the opportunity of re* 
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turning to Rangoon to have had the leak properly secured, 
and the ship prepared for encountering the dangers that 
were reasonably to be expected in the Bay of Bengal, 
during the middle of the south-west monsoon. Surely we 
must all have been infatuated to suppose that a piece of 
canvass, though it might exclude the water in moderate 
weather, could secure such a leak as ours, when the ship 
should come to labor. 

The repairs of the pump gear were hardly finished, 
when, on the twelfth of June, a severe gale commenced at 
the west-south-west. From the beginning of it the ship 
made more water than she had done before, and we expe- 
rienced the same distressing consequences, the choakiog 
of the pumps, and destruction of the pump gear. We 
labored with three pumps incessantly, and also bailed with 
a bucket ; and such of us as could handle carpenter's tools, 
worked with them and pumped alternately. 

Almost exhausted from fiitigue and want of rest, we 
began, on the sixteenth, to entertain serious appreliensioDS 
for our safety. We therefore determined to set all the 
sail the ship could carry, and bear her away, so as to fetch 
the nearest* part of the coast of Coromandel ; proposing 
afterwards to coast it along to Madras, or bear up for 
Bengal, as our condition should admit. We accordingly 
set close-reefed topsails and coursers, and bore up. But 
the pumps required such incessant labor, that it was not 
in our power to pay the necessary attention to the sails; 
therefore, before the eighteenth, they were all blown away 
from the yards except the foresail. With this we lay to, 
until the twentieth at noon, being in latitude 17° 10' north, 
and by reckoning, about 9' west of Cape Negrais. 

The ship now pitched so deep and heavy, that we some- 
times despaired of her ever rising again, and our people 
were so much alarmed, that it was with difiibulty we could 
keep them to their stations. About noon we wore, hauled 
up the foresail, and kept the wind under bare poles ; at 
the same time uniting in a general effort at the pumps and 
buckets, in hopes to clear the ship, but in vain. 

The men who were below coming up at eight, with a 
report that the water reached the lower deck, the Lascars 
gave themselves up to despair, nor did a ray of hope 
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each other, until long afterwafds, except once, that the 
gunneF^ a Romaii Catholic, asked fine if I thought there 
would be a sin in having recourse (o such an expedient. 

From want of room in the mizen-top some men quitted 
if, intending to swim forward to the fore-top, and three or 
four lost their lives in the attempt. My agitation was, 
after some time, succeeded by a kind of callous, or 
rather sullen indifference. I tried to doze away the hours, 
and wished, above all, for a state of insensibility. The 
useless lamentations of my fellow sufferers provoked me ; 
and, instead of sympathising, I was angry at being dis- 
turbed by them. During the first three days I did not 
suffer mudi for the want of food, the weather being cool 
and cloudy; but on the fourth the wind abated, the clouds 
dispersed, and left us to the scorching heat of a vertical 
sun, which soon roused me to the keenest sense of my 
situation. Hitherto the apprehension of what might be to 
come proved more intolerable than any thing I actually 
experienced. Though my sensations, particularly of thirst, 
were exquisitely pamful, they were not so violent as what 
t had read of in similar cases. But I began to feet in 
reality what I had already tortured myself with in ima^ 
nation, and I dreaded that I was approaching to the pomt 
I had figured to myself, which the cries of those amongst 
as most given to complaining led me to suppose they had 
actually reached. 

I recollected, however, having read in Captain Ingle- 
field's narrative, that his boat's crew had received great 
benefit from lying down by turns in a blanket, which had 
previously been dipped i^ the sea, the pores of the skin 
absorbing the water and having the salt on the surfoca. 
This practice I adopted as far as I could, by dipping a 
flannel waistcoat which I wore next my skin, from time 
to time into the sea. Many of my companions, who fol- 
lowed my example, agreed that it refreshed them, and I 
am convinced, that, bj the blessing of God, it was the 
means of savings my life. It was further useful, by occa- 
pyrng the mind and preventing despondency. I always 
found a secret satisfaction in every exertion for the preser- 
vation of my life. 

The night of the fourth day I had a most refreshing 
84 • 
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sleep, in which oay mind dwelt on former 9cene£i, particu^ 
larly on my father and all those that were nearest my 
heart. I dreamed that I was in a racing fever, and that 
my father was praying by my bed-side ; that, while he 
continued praying, the fever went off, but that it returned 
whenever he ceased. I thought he administered the sacra- 
ment to me, and when just about to put the cup to my 
lips, I awoke. The inference I drew from my dream was, 
that he had departed this life, and was in heaven a witness 
of my sufferings. Some of the circumstances brought to 
my recollection the misery of an uncle's family while his 
son was missing; and the idea of what all my relatives 
would suffer on my account greatly disturbed me. But I 
called to remembrance the good lessons which I had 
received from my father in former days, and found they 
had a wonderful effect in calming my spirits and fortifying 
my mind. I endeavored to make my peace with Goa, 
and was reconciled to die. 

On the 25th of June, being the fifth day of the ship's 
going down, the first two persons died of want, which 
greatly affected the survivors. The one went off sud- 
denly ; the other languished some hours in great agony, 
having at first been seized with violent retchings, which 
brought on strong convulsions^ and I afterwards remark- 
ed that these symptoms were sure presages of an ap-. 
proaching painful deatli. 

This day was very hot, and the sea smooth. The cap- 
tain and chief mate having always expressed great confi- 
dence in rafts, some hands were employed in constructing 
one from the fore-yard, and soirffe other small spars which 
were still towed to the wreck. Next day about noon, the 
raft being finished, the people began to get upon it ; and 
the captain, observing the general movement, hurried 
down from the mizen-top with Mr». Bremner and Mr. 
Wade. Though I did not approve of the plan, yielding 
to the impulse of the moment, I followed their example. 
But the raft being insufficient to support us all, a coatest 
arose ; the strongest forcpd off the weakest, and obliged 
them to return to the wreck. 

Just as they were about to cut the tope which paade 
them fast, I asked captain Bremner' in what direction he 
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supposed the land lay, and what probability there was of 
otir making it. Receiving no answer, I endeavored to 
persuade him to return to the wreck ; but finding i could 
make no impression on him, nor on any of the rest, I was 
content to remain with them, and we paddled away before 
the wind with pieces of plank, which the people had pre- 
viously shaped with their knives into the form of paddles. 

We had not got far when we found our number still loo 
great for the raft. I seized the opporttmity of renewing 
my remonstrances, which had the cies red effect on Mr. 
Wade, whoagreed to return with me to the mast-head ; 
and the rest of the party, willing to ligiiten the raft, readily 
assisted us in regaining our fonner stition. They ngain 
departed and were out of sight by sunset. 

I must confess, it sometimes occurred to me hovv easy 
it was to put an end to my sufferings ; and while the raft 
was constructing, I felt an inclination to get upon it, from 
an idea that it would be impossible to live twenty-four 
hours in that situation. But it pleased God to fortify my 
mind against such desponding thoughts, and to endow me 
with a degree of patience and resignation, which I once 
thought it impossible for any man to possess under such 
protracted aufferings. I therefore resolved to remain on 
the wrec^, and there to await the will of Providence. 

On the morning of the 27th, we were surprised to see 
the raft along side of us, on the opposite quarter from that 
where it had set out. Those upon it having paddled all 
night, till their strength was exhausted, without knowing 
in whisA direction, drifted at random; and at day light 
finding themselves close to us, quitted the raft and joined 
us at uie mast-heads. 

Captiun Bremner soon after became delirious, which so 
much alarmed his wife as to throw her into convuteions. 
He was a strong healthy man, rather past noddle age; 
she a delicate young woman, and they had not been mar- 
ried above eleven months. 

In the first stages of our distress, the si^t of his wife 
seetned to give him pain, as if it reproached him with 
having brought her into her present danger ; but he now 
scarcely permitted her to quit his arms ; and sometimes 
obliged us to use force to rescue her from his embraces. 
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In this frenzy, ae thought he saw a table covered with all 
sorts of choice meat; and wildly demanded why we did 
not give him of this or that dish? his raving generally 
turned on eating and drinking; often on bis wife, and 
sometimes on other subjects. 

Dreading the bad consequences of drinking salt water, 
I refrained from it as long as possible ; until finable to 
endure the parching heat of my stomach and bowels, I 
went down to indulge myself with a draught, and drank 
perhaps near two quarts* To my great astonishment, 
instead of injuring, it revived both my strength and spirits ; 
but still considering it certain poison, I every moment 
expected my last agonies to begin. In this too I was 
mistaken ; I got a sound sleep, and my inward heat aba- 
ted. I felt stronger, and though it relaxed and griped 
me greatly^ the inconvenience were trivial when com- 
pared with the benefit that always resulted. 

The morning of the 28th, Mr. Wade dedared that he 
could bear his situation no longer, and would moreover 
go on the raft if I would accompany him ; I rejected 
his proposal, and tried without efiect to dissuade him 
from it. Death, he said, was preferable to his present 
existence, and nothing could change his resolution. He 
prevailed on two Sec^nies, two Malays, and three or 
four Lascars to join him ; and in a few hours we lost sight 
of them. In the evening there came on a squall, which 
in all probability proved fatal to them, though to us it 
brought the most seasonable (relief, as it was accompanied 
with a heavy rain« This we had no means of catching 
but by spreading out our clothes, most part of which had 
been so drenched by the salt water> that at 'first they 
tainted the fresh. But the rain was so heavy it soon 
washed out the salt ; and we afterwards resenred one part 
of our clothes for catching the fresh water, and another 
for dipping in the sea, as occasion might require. 

After this we were seldom forty-eight hours without a 
shower ; and in the intervals', when we had not strength 
le^ to go down ourselves, it was our constant practice to 
lower a jacket or piece of cloth into the sea, by means <^ 
a rope yam, and apply it thus moistenfid to our bodies. 
Whenever any shower afforded us a few mouthfuls of 
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fresh water, either bjr catching the drops as they fell or 
by squeezing them out of our clothes, it iiifusfd new life 
tuid vigor into us, and for a while we had almost forgot 
our misery. Another expedient we had frequent recourse 
to, on finding it supplied our mouths with temporary mois- 
ture» which was chewing any substance we could find ; 
generally a list of canvass, or even lead, when we codld 
get it. This last will appear wonderful as I have been 
since told it is considered as poison when taken into the 
stomach. But I assert the feet, having myself chewed it 
^r hours together, until almost reduced to a powder, and 
sometimes swallowed it. That I do not mention leather, 
will excite surpiise; but none of us wore shoes at the 
time the ship went down. Ihe Lascars never use any; 
and when it rained we always put off ours, as leather 
dressed in India is rendered useless by l>eing wet. Some 
who tried bits of leather that were about the rigging, found 
the smell and taste too offensive to be endured. 

After all that I suffered, I believe it fell short of the 
idea I had formed of what would probably be the natural 
^consequence of such a situation as that to which we were 
fedueed. I had read or heard that no perFon could live 
without food beyond a few days ; and when several had 
elapsedj I was astonished at my havii^ existed so long, 
«ma dOAcluded that every succeeding day must be the 
iast. I expected as the agonies of death approached, that 
we should be tearing the flesh from each others' bones. 
This apprehension filled me with horror ; and perhaps the 
dread of the futore helped to reconcile me to the present. 
Many of ray companions expired delirious. The fear of a 
sihiilar fate excited in me the most dreadful anticipations ; 
und it was my fervent grayer to the Almighty, that he 
would be pleased to spare my reason in my last moments. 
I often wisbed it might he his wiU to release me from my 
siifferings, but when the moment, as I supposed, drew 
aear, n«tare shrunk from dissolution ; I dreaded surviving 
mj companions, and thus be the last victim ; yet I did 
not wish to be the next. 

One of the Lascars, whose body broke out in ulcers of 
a very disgusting appearance, died under the cat-harpings 
jnsk under the mizen-top. His next neighbor tried 12 
V . - • ^ 24* • ' . 
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throw the body in the sea ; but it had got so jammed in 
among the ropes that he could not disengage it^ and it 
remained there a day or two longer, until so noisome as 
to be intolerable. Many such occurrences could be rela- 
ted ; but I must pass them over in silence, as the bare 
recollection of them, even at this distance of time, is too 
powerful for my feelings. 

On the morning of the first of July, the eleventh day, 
Mrs. Bremner found her husband dead in her arms. Our 
strength was then so mi^ch reduced, that it was with diffi- 
culty we threw his body overboard, after stripping off part 
of his clothes for the use of his wife. In the course of this 
day, two died in the mizen, and two more in the fore-top, 
with which we had of late little or no communication, 
being no longer able to come down the rigging, or speak 
loud enough to be heard at that distance. Several of die 
Lascars went forward afler the sale abated, and our num- 
ber was so much diminished, that the two tops held us 
all. I can give very little account of the rest of the time ; 
the sensation of hunger was lost in that of weakness; and 
when I could eet a supply of fresh water, I was compara- 
tively easy. Hitherto we had found the nights chilly; 
and as our strength decreased, so did our ability to endure 
the cold. The heavy rains by which we were drenched, 
though, in other respects beneficial, rendered it more 
severe, ' insomuch, that after sunset our limbs were quite 
benumbed, our teeth chattered, and we sometimes dreaded 
that we should die of extreme cold under a vertical sun. 

As the heat increased, it difihsed its influence through- 
out our whole frame ; we exposed first one side, then the 
other, until our limbs became pliant, and as our spirits 
revived, we indulged ourselves in conversation, which 
sometimes became cheerful. But as the meridian heat 
approached, the scorching rays renewed our torment ; and 
we wondered how we could have wished the rain to cease. 
Of those who were not in my immediate vicinity, I knew 
little, unless by their cries. Some struggled hard, and 
died in great agony ; but it was not always those whose 
strength was most impaired that died the easiest, though, 
in some cases, it might be so. I particularly remember 
the following instances : Mr. Wade's boy, a stout healthy 
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lad. died early, and almost without a ^roan ; while another, 
of the same age, but of a less promising appearance, held 
out much longer. The fate of these unfortunate boys dif- 
fered also in another respect highly deserving of notice. 
Their fathers were both in the lore-top when the boys 
were taken ill. The father of Mr. Wade's hearing of his 
Son's illness, answered with indifference, " that he could 
do nothing for him," and left him to his fate. The other, 
when the accounts reached him, hurried down, and watch- 
ing a faVorable moment, crawled on all fours along the 
weather gun-wale to his son, who was in the mizen rig- 
ging. By that time only three or four planks of the 
quarter-^jj^ck remained just over the quarter-galley, and 
to this spot the unhappy man led his son, making him 
fast to the rail to prevent his being washed away. When- 
ever the boy was seized with a fit of retching, the father 
lifted him up, and wiped away the foam from his lips ; and 
if a shower came, he made him open his mouth to receive 
the drops, or gently squeezed them into it from a rag. In 
this affecting situation both remained four or five days, 
till the boy expired. The unfortunate parent, as if unwil- 
ling to believe the fact, raised the body, looked wistfully 
at it, and, when he could no longer entertain at^y doubt, 
watched it in silence until it was carried off by the sea ; 
then wrapping himself in a piece of canvass, sunk down, 
ttnd rose no more ; though he must have lived two days 
longer, as we judged from the quivering of his limbs when 
a wave broke over him. 

This scene made an impression even on us whose feel- 
ings were, in a manner, dead to the world, and almost to 
ourselves, and to whom the sight of misery was now 
become habitual. 

On the evening of the tenth of July, and, as nearly as 
we could calculate, the twentieth day since the ship went 
down, one of the people said he saw something like land 
in the horizon to the eastward.. His assertion was heard 
without cm emotion, ho one making any immediate effort 
to ascertain the truth. Although it produced, no visible 
effect, it seemed to' occasion some inward sensation ; for 
a few minutes afterwards, on raising my head to observe 
die appearance the other had remarked, I found every 
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eye turned towards it. We all continued looking the 
same way, though not very earnestly, till the dark shades 
of evening by deCTees interrupted our view; each then 
making his own observations, the whole of us agreed that 
it was land. Mrs. Bremner and others asked my opinion 
if I thought there was yet a possibility of an escape. I 
answered that it did not appear to me to be land ; but if 
it were, there was one comifort, that it would soon most 
likely put an end to our sufferings, as the ship would cer** 
tainly ground a long way off shore, and be beat to pieces 
in a few hours. This had always been my opinion, so 
that I dreaded seeing land ; but at the present moment 
I was indifferent to every thing, and incapable of any 
acute sensation. 

I remembered that on awaking at day-break next morn- 
ing, I did not think of looking whether there was land or 
not, till one of the people in the fore-top waved a hand- 
kerchief by ^ay of signal that it was so. I then felt an 
inclination to get up and look, but happening to be in an 
easy position, with my arms folded so as to press against 
my stomach, I was too indifferent to turn myself around. 
My neighbors were more affected ; some one got up, and 
declared it was land, which roused another, and by de- 
grees all of us. It appeared to me Very like land, but 
still I was neither sure, nor much interested about it 
Mrs. Bremner having asked me, if I thought it was the 
coast of Coromandel ? this seemed to me such a ridicu- 
lous question, that I answered, if it was, she and I should 
go to the long room at Madras, and there be exhibited as 
curiosities under the pictures of Cornwallis and Meadows, 
at so much a head. 

However, in the course of the day, it was so plain, there 
could no longer be any doubt; and anxiety then became 
general. I entertained some hopes of being saved, though 
abated by the apprehension of^ the ship's grounding far 
from shore; and could not help thinking, after having 
survived such extraordinary sufferings on the middle of 
the ocean, that it would be a cruel aggravation of the 
severity of our fate, thus to perish in sight of land. In 
the evening we were so near, as to perceive, with inex- 
pressible anguish, that it was a wild junglei without any 
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-appearance of inhabitants. I expected the ship would 
strike every moment, and lay down, persuaded I should 
never see another day. I slept notwithstanding, and was 
awakened before daylight, by the ship beating on a rock, 
so violently as to shnke the mast at every blow. 

I had foreseen this event, and was prepared to meet any 
fate. At day-break the motion was so violent, that we 
could not hold ourselves fast. The tide then having fal- 
len several &et, the remaining beams of the upper deck 
were out of water. We therefore made an effort to get 
down to them, which we accomplished with some diffi- 
culty. The gunner and I endeavored to assist Mrs. Brem 
ner, and brought her to the cat-harpings, but she was too 
weak to help herself, and we had not strength to carry 
her, so we were obliged to leave her there, and with great 
difficulty .got upon the beams. The tide by this time had 
left the ship so &r, that ^she no longer moved, and the gun 
deck was almost dry. The Lascars came out of l!he fore- 
top, aiid were searching among the rubbish for money, 
when I proposed to two of them, who seemed stronger 
than the rest, to bring Mrs. Bremner down from the cat- 
harpings. But this mey refused to do^ unless she gave 
them a part of the money which they understood she had 
about her. When the ship went down, she had fortu- 
nately put about thirty rupees in her pocket ; and her 
anxiety to preserve them was often the subject of raillery 
among us, who Uttle suspected how much these few 
rupees were to be instrumental in saving our lives. At 
last they agreed to fetch her down to me gun-deck for 
•eight rupees, and the service was no sooner performed, 
than they insisted on being paid on the spot. This was 
the only instance they shewed the want c^f subordination 
or fellow-feeling for their companions in distress ; for their 
conduct, except in this case, had been highly exemplary, 
and particularly in the delicacy they uniformly shewed 
towards our unhappy females. 

After resting ourselves sometime on the gun-deck, we 
observed that the rudder-head had been knocked off, and 
that through the hole in which the head had been, there 
was a passage to the gun room. As soon as the tide had 
left the orlop^eck, we got into the gun-room, to see if 
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any thing remained, that could be of any use to us, but 
the sea nad washed away every article, except three or 
four cocoa nuts, which, after a good deal of search, we 
found jamtned under the timber. It iliight naturally be 
supposed that these were kept by the persons who had 
the good fortune to discover them ; but it was not so ; 
the very first that was foiind was shared among many, 
the finder only claiming the water of the nut as his exclu- 
sive property. In this he was disappointed, the liquor 
was turned by age into a few drops of oil, extremely un- 
palatable, and by no means calculated to allay the thirst. 
The solid part, too, had no nourishment in it, and we 
found ourselves rather the worse for' having it at all. That 
a person under such citcumistances should not have first 
considered himself before he helped hid neighbor, may 
«eem improbable, as may also other incidents here related. 
I will, however, state facts, without pretending to account 
for them. Sad the cocoa nuts been ever so good, I am 
convinced they would have been equally divided in the 
same manner ; for indeed the sensation of hunger now 
gave us little or no pain ; while that of thirst still continued 
predominant. Water, fi^esb water, was what perpetuaHy 
haunted my ima^nation; not a short draught which I 
could gulp down m a moment, of this I could not endure 
the thought, but a large bowl-fall, that I could scarcely hold 
in my arms. And when I thought of victuals, I longed 
most for such as I could swallow at once, without tbe 
trouble of chewing. 

Our situation m the gun-room was comparatively so 
much easier, and more coinfortable than it had been at 
the mast heads, that we became in a manner content. I 
saw no prospect of being able to get ashore, and hardly 
wished to make the attempt, there being in my opinion, 
no chance of safety there ; and of the two deaths it seemed 
better to expire quietly on the wreck, than to be torn to 

Eieces by tigers. Besides, I was not altogether void of 
ope, that by remaining on the wreck we might in the 
end be saved, the same dependence from which I had all 
along derived comfort still supporting me, namely, that 
God Almighty would not have prolonged our lives in a 
manner so extraordinary, had he not decreed to send us 
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reli^, at last. And this belief was strengthened by re- 
marking that none of us had died ^ince we first saw land. 

In the afternoon we observed something like men, 
walking along the shore, which raised our expectations 
greatly. The whole of us who were able got on the 
taffal rail, and endeavored to attract their attention>by 
waving cloths, and making all the noise in our power. 
But they did not take the smallest notice, and passed on, 
v^hich seemed so unaccountable to us^^ that we began to 
doubt whether they were really men. The sight of them, 
however roused some of us to make an effort to reach the 
shore, and for that purpose we all went into the gun- 
room, to get out some small spars, which we had observed 
there. With infinite fatigue we launched six of them into 
the water, but these were not thought sufficient to sup- 
port us all ; and we were so exhausted that we could 
move no more at that time. 

But towards evening six of the stoutest Lascars got 
upon them^ and it being the young flood, sooipi gained Uie 
beacif, though there was a heavy surf. They foijnd a 
stream of firesh water, of which having drank their StL 
they lav down in despair under the shade of the bank 
under the beach. Next morning we observed them again 
walking towards the stream to drink, and it afforded us 
some copsolation to know they were not destroyed hy 
timers ; but we now thought ourselves too much reduced 
in strength and number to move a single spar. Two 
W6men, three old men, a middle aged tnan, who had been 
confined tp bed for some days when the ship we^t down, 
a lad, an<) myself, composed the whole at tl^is time on the 
wreck. Yet, strange to tell, these survived hardships to 
which ttie young and the robust had (alien an earfy sacri- 
fice. 

About noon, we observed n, large party of najtives com- 
ing alopg the bet^ch to the spqt wherq. the men lay, aiiil 
it was now that our attention wai^ roused, to discovier ip 
i^rhat manner they treated our cbmfpanions. They imme- 
diately kindled e fire, which we rightfy concluded vtrais f^r 
dressing ricp. Sojn afterwards they OBune down t^^ 
i^teifs ed^, Warving l^andkerc&iefs f^ %..^? i^ 

<io^ adhfOrd. To describe our emotions at this momen?, 

1 
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if Utterly impomUe. Between hope and fear, we were 
ia a state of difltraction.^ Though we saw they had no 
boats, and if they had the siurf would preclude the use of 
them» still we entertained hopes that they would devise 
some means of coming off to us. My life which>so recently 
had been a burden to me, now became infinitely precious ; 
and though I observed pieces of plank floating off from 
the ship, t was afraid to trust myself on one of them. I 
ffopoaed to th§ gunner, and native boatswain, to assist me 
and my boy, in getting out a spar ; they at first consented, 
bat after some time gave up the attempt. With great 
difficulty myself, and my boy, got it tumbled into the 
water, and made it fast with a rope. After which we 
laid hold of a short piece of plank that was floating past, 
and secured it in the same manner. We had now each a 
piece of wood on which to make an effort. I hesitated 
some time, but w^ at fast prevailed upon by my boy, and 
we agreed to set off together. After ne had got upon his 
piece of plank, my resolution fitiled me ; however, when I 
considered that the people might leave the beach at night ; 
and tiiat I should have less strength to-morrow, I felt 
my9elf called on to make the attempt. I therefore took 
leave of Mrs. Bremner, who, as I have aheady mentioned^ 
was incapable of making the least exertion (or herself ;^ 
and even so weak as not to admit of one making any for 
her, with effect. It was with pain Uiat I was obliged to 
leave her, but I hoped if I. reached the shore, that I should 
prevail on some of the natives to come to her retief. She 
gave me a rupee at parting, and dismissed me with a 
thousand good wishes for my safety. Just while recom- 
mending myself to Divine Protection, the piece of wood 
got loose and floated away; I paused a momeiU, theu 
summoning up all my fortitude, plunged into the sea.- 
Though I could hardly move a joint l^fore, whenever I 
got into the water, my limbs became pliant, and I sood 
swam to the spar, but could not long keep hold of it. 
Had it been flat it would have continued on one side^ but 
being a perfect squiffe, it turned round with every motion 
of the water, and rolled me under it. This exhausted me 
•o much as almost to put an end to my hoped, I repeatedly 
let it go in despair, but whenever I felt myself sinking, l 
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G&Uffht hold of it again and grasped it with all my mifiht. 
I observed that I did not get any nearer the shore, out 
drifted in a direction almost parallel to the beach. Fore- 
seeing that I should not be able to hold on much longer, 
I tried every method to keep the spar from turning, and 
at last lay alongside of it with one hand and one leg over, 
while with the other hand and leg I tried to get it towards 
the shore. For sometime I succeeded tolerably well, but all 
at once was overwhelmed by a most tremendous sea, 
which broke over me and tore away the spar. I now 
thought all was over, and after a short struggle was begin- 
ning to sink, when another surf threw me right across the 
spar, which was carried back with considerable force by the 
reflux of the sea. I was almost breathless with the shock, 
yet I instinctively grasped the spar both within my arms 
and leg9> and was several times rolled round along with 
it. I was also scratched with the sand and shells which 
the surf had carried back from the beach ; hut this I con- 
sidered as a sign that I was near the shore, though I could 
not see it, which greatly animated my hopes. One or two 
more surfs threw me violently on the rocks ; and to pre- 
vent the returning surf from carrying me back, I laid fast 
hold of them. 

The only clothes I had on when I left the ship, were a 
flannel waistcoat, part of a shirt, and a pair of trowsers. 
The two first being ragged I tied in a bundle at my back 
to prevent their encumbering me, but I lost them in the 
surf. The trowsers I still had on, but finding them 
entangled ift the rocks when the surf retreated, I tore 
them off, and contrived to crawl on all fours, for I could 
not straighten my back, beyond the reach of the surf. 
Being now perfectly naked, I found the wind extremely 
cold, and therefore laid myself under the lee of a rock, 
where in a few minutes, though I observed some of the 
natives coming towards me, I fell asleep. Three or four 
of them soon awakened me, speaking in the Moorish lan- 
guage, at which I was overjoyed, for I feared we were 
beyond the Company's territories, and in those of the king 
of Ava. They told me we were only six days' journey 
from Chittagong, thai they were the Company's ryots, or 
peasants, and would take care of me if I would accompany 
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FATAL WRECK 

or 

THE AMPHITRITE, 

CONVICT SHIP, 

ON THE 

COAST OF FRANCE, IN SEPT. 1838, 

By which catastrophe the lives of one hundred and 
twenty females and children^ were destroyed. 

The following particulars of the loss of this vessel are 
copied from a letter dated from Boulogne-sur-Mer, Sep- 
tember 1st, 1833. 

The shocking event which is announced by the title to 
this letter, has, I assure you, filled the town with dismay, 
and must lead to a narrow and most rigid investigation. 
I cannot attempt to describe the afflictions, not only of the 
English, but the French, at this most distressing event ; 
and I only express the general opinion when I say, that the 
British public demands that an inquiry be instituted into 
the conduct of all parties concerned in this depliH-able 
affair. 

The Amphitrite convict ship sailed for New South 
Wales from Woolwich on the 25th of August. Captain 
Hunter was the commander ; Mr. Forrester the surgeon ; 
and there were a hundred and eight female convicts, 
twelve children, and a crew of sixteen persons. The cap- 
tain was part owner of the vessel. When the ship arrived 
off Dungeness, the gale of the 29th began. On Friday 
morning the captain hove the ship to, the gale being too 
heavy to sail. The vessel was about three miles to the 
east from Boulogne harbor on Saturday at noon, when 
they made land. The captain set the topsail and main- 
foresail in hopes of keeping her off shofe. 
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INTREPIDITY OF A FRENCH SAILOR* 293 

From three o'clock she was in $ight of Boulogne, and 
eertainfly the sea was most heavy and the wind extremely 
strong ; bat no jmIoI went out to her, and ntv life-boats or 
o&er asttstance were despatched. I observed her from 
three oViock til) about half past four in the afternoon, 
when she came round into Boulogne harbor, and struck on 
the sands. By four o'clock it was known thet it was a 
British ship ; but some said it was a brig, others said it was 
a merch^^t vessel — though all said it was English. 

It appears, from the statement of three n^n who have 
been saved out of the crew (all the rest having perished,) 
Ibttt the captain ordered the anchor to be let go, in hopes 
of swinging >round with the tide. 

In a few minutes after the vessel had gone aground, 
mukitudes rushed to the beach ; and a brave French sailor, 
named Pierre Henin, who has already received the thanks 
of the Huitiatie Society of London^ addressed himself to 
tfie captain of the port, and said that he wtaa resolved to 
go slloBe, and to reach the vessel, in order to tell the cap- 
tain that he hlid not a moment to io.«e ; but must, as it was 
low water, send all his c^w and passengers ashore. 

Yotf *will* recollect that up to the time of her running 
fl^pound no meaiure was adopted , and the captain was not 
Earned of his danger. 

Aa 0OOSI as slie had struck, however, a pilot boat, com- 
manded by Fnlncois Heuret, who has on many occasions 
shown much coofilge and talent, was despatched, and by 
»' little after iBve came under her bows. The captain 6f 
the vessel refused to avail himself of the< assistance of Heu- 
ret and 'his hmve companiorts^ and when el portion of the 
crew proposed going on shore, the captain prevented them. 
Two of the men saved, state that they knew the boat was 
uiider the bow^ but that the rest were below making up 
their bundles. The crew could then have got on shore, 
and all the unfortuiiate women and childr^. 
'" When die French boat had gone, the sufgeon sent for 
Owen, ofvc^ of the crew, and ordered him to get out the 
klag-bloat: This was about half past five. The surgeon 
discussed the matter with his wife and with the captain. 
SPfaey were afraid of allowing the prisoners to go on shore. 
fPhe wifb of the surgeon is said to have proposed to leave 
Ibe eonvicts there and to so on shore lyithout them. 
25* 
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In consequence of this discussion, no long-boat was sent 
out. Three of the convict women told Owen, that they 
beard the surgeon persuade the captain not to accept the 
assistance of the French boat, on account of the prisoneis 
wlio were on board. 

Let us now return to Pierre Henin. The French pilot 
boat bad been refused by the surgeon and captain ^ the 
long boat had been put out, thrpugh a discussion as to 
saving the convicts ; and it was now nearly six o'clock. 
At tlMit time Hentn went to the beach, stripped himself, 
took a line, swam naked for about three quarters of an hour 
or an hour, and arrived at the vessel at a little after seven. 
On reaching the fight hand side of the vessel, he hailed 
the crew, and said, " Give me a line to conduct you on 
land, or you are lost, as the sea is coming in." He spoke 
in English plain enough to be beard. He touched the 
vessel, and told them to speak to the captain. They threw 
(that is, some of the crew, but not the surgeon or captain) 
two lines, one from the stem and one from the bow. The 
one from the stern he could not «eize — the onQ from the 
bow he did. He then went towards the shore, but the rope 
was stopped. This was, it is bdieved, the act of the suf- 
geon and captain. He (Henin) then swam back, and told 
them to give him more rope to get on shore. The captain 
and surgeon would not. They then tried to haul him ia, 
but his strength failed, and he got on shore. 

You perceive, then, that up to this moment also the 
same obstacle existed in the minds of the captain and sur^ 
geoo. They did not dare, without authority, to land the 
convicts ; and rather than leave them on board, or land 
them without such authority, they perished with them. 

The female convicts, who were battened down under 
the hatches, on the vessel's running aground, lu'oke away 
the half deck batch, and frantic, rushed on deck. Of course 
they entreated the captain and surgeon to let them go on 
shore in the long-boat, but they were not listened to, as 
the captain and surgeon did not feel authorized to liberate 
prisoners committed to tlieir care. 

At seven o'clock the flood tide began. The crew seeing 
that there were no hopes, clung to the rigging. The poor 
one hundred and eight women and twelve children remained 
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on deck, uttering the most piteous cries. The vessel was 
about three quarters of a mile English from the shore and 
no more. Owen, one of the three men saved, thinks that 
the women remained on deck in this state about an hour 
and a half. Owen and four others were on the spars, and 
thinks they remained there three quarters of an hour ; but, 
seeing no hope of being saved, he took to swimming, and 
was brought in a state of insensibility to the hotel. Tow- 
sey, another of the men saved, was on a plank with the 
captain. Towsey asked who he was. He said, " I am the 
captain ;" but the next moment he was gone. Rice, the 
third man, floated ashore on a ladder. He was in the 
aft when' the other men took to the raft. When the 
French pilot boat rowed away, after bein^ rejected by 
the captain, he (Rice) saw a man waving his hat on the 
beach, and remarked to the captain that a gentleman 
was waving to them to come on shore. The captain 
turned away, and made no answer. At that moment 
the women all disappeared — >the ship broke in two. 

These are the facts of this awful case. The French 
Marine Humane Society immediately placed hundreds ot 
men on the beach ; and the ofiice or lodging being close 
to the shore, as soon as the corpses were picked up, 
they were brought to the rooms, where I assisted many 
of my countrymen in endeavoring to restore them to 
life. Our efforts were fruitless, except in the cases of the 
three men, Owen, Rice, and Towsey. I never saw so 
many fine and beautiful bodies in my life. Some of the 
women were the most perfectly made ; and French and 
English wept together at such a horrible loss of life in 
sight of— ay, and even close to, the port and town. Body 
after body has been brought in. More than sixty have 
been fotmd. They will be buried to-morrow. But, alas ! 
after all our efforts, only three lives have been saved out 
of one hundred and thirty-six. 
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WRECK 



THE DODDINGTON, 

East Indiamarij on a Rock in the Indian Ocean, on 
the nth of July, 1766, 




The D(xjk^Agton, Captain Samson, sailed from the Downs, 
&3d April, 171^; 1h company with the P^ftm, the Houfh- 
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ton, the Streatham, and the Edgecourt, all in the service 
of the East India Company. In about seven days thej 
cleared the Channel, durins which time Captain Samson 
perceived that his ship sailed faster than any of the others. 
Unwilling to lose the benefk of this superiority, by keeping 
company with the test, he stood on alone, and soon lost 
sight of them. On the 20th of May he made Bonavista, 
one of the Cape de Verd islands, in sixteen degrees of 
north latitude; and on the 21st got into Porto Pryor 
(Praya) Bay. It now appeared that he had either been 
mistaken in supposing his ship to outsail the rest of the 
fleet, or that he had lost time by the course he had steered ; 
for the Pelham and the Streatham, he found, had reached 
the bay two days before him. The Houghton arrived soon 
afterwards; but the Edgecourt did not come in till the 
26th. 

On the 27th, the Doddington, Pelham, Streatham, and 
Houghton, having taken in their water, proceeded on the 
voyage together, leaving the Edgecourt in the road. They 
continued In company until the 28th^ when Captain Sam- 
son thinking the course too far easterly, ordered the Dod- 
dington to be kept south, which again separated her from 
the rest of the fleet ; and after a fine voyage of seven weeks, 
she made the land of the Cape of Good Hope. 

A new departure was taken from Cape Needles, on the 
5th of July, just after doubfing the Cape of Good Hope ; 
and the vessel having steered eastward about twenty-four 
hours, between latitude 35 deg. 30 min. and 36 deg., the 
captain ordered her to be kept east-north-east In this 
course she continued until about a quarter before one in 
the morning of Thursday, 17th July, when she struck. 

The officer, whose journal aflTorded the materials for this 
narrative, was then asleep in his cabin ; but being suddenly 
awaked by the shock, he started up in the utmost conster* 
nation, and hastened on deck. Here all the terrors of his 
situation at once rushed on him. He saw the men dashed 
to and fro by the violence of the sea rolling over them, and 
the ship breaking to pieces at every stroke of the sur^. 
Crawling over to the larboard of the quarter-deck, which 
lav highest out of the water, he there found the captain ; 
who said very little more than that all must perish. In a 
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few minutes a sea parted tiiem;, and he saw him no more. 
He made a shift to get back to the quarter-cjeck, though 
very much bruised > and with Ijie small bone of bis left arm 
brweh. AH the rest of the ship was then under water, 
and shattered to pieces. ^ 




swa 
looked 

semething^wKich he supposed was taken for land, he be- 
lieved it was only the surge of the sea on the other side of 
the breakers* At the same moment the sea broke over 
him with gxeat violence, atid not only forced him from the 
hold, but stunned him by a violent blow on tjie ejre. 

Though from tjiis tinie he lay insensible till after day- 
light, he still continued' on the wreck; and when he re- 
covered, he found himself fixed to a plank, by a nail that 
had been forced into his shoulder. Besides the pain of his 
wounds and bruises,' he now felt himself so benumbed with 
cold, that Jie could scarce move either haiid or foot. He 
calted out as loud as he ediild to the people on the rocks, 
but they were unable to ^ive him any assistance j whence 
a considerable 'tini^ elapsed before he was capsible of diseb- 
^i^ng himself and crawling ashore. 

This shorisj'was a barren uninhabited rock, in 33 deg. 
44 min. south latitude, aiid distant about two hundred and 
nhy leagues east of the Cap6 of Good Hope. Here were 
how met Mr. Evan Jones, chief mate; Mr. John Cottes, 
Mr. Williani Webb, aiid Mr! S. Powell, second, third, and 
iUfth mates; tjLichkrd Topping, carpenter; Neil Both well 
and Nathaniel' Phisholm, (^liarter-masters ; Daniel Ladova, 
captain'i^ steWard)' Henry Sharp, the surgeon's servant; 
Thomas Arnold, a black, and John liFDowal, servahjs to 
the captainyJtobfert'Beaseley, John Binff, (jilberf Cain, 
Terehce^MoIe, Jonks Rosenbury, John Gla^s, — Taylor, 
and Hendrick Sbatilz, searii^h; John Yets, midshipman j 
John liister, Ralph Smith, tod Edward Dysoy, matrosses. 
These persons, being tweAty-thr^ in number, were the 
Whole surviving" df two hundred tod seventy souls, that 
Were on board when the ship struck. 

Thefr first cate was to search for some covering among 
thd things thrown on the rocks' froiti the ship, in which 
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tbey. succeeded beyond expectation, ^p next jat^icfe j^ 
necessity which ttejr felt the want of was^re,' whfcjK was 
Bot so easily suppbed. Some of tfieir liiinifcer thadf^' aa 
inisuccessful attempt to kindle two pieces of ijeood, by rtBr 
bipg them together: others went (trying about tlje ropes', 
fo pick up something that might serve for a flint 9pi steeT. 
Alter long search, they found a box containing tvvo fiuii- 
Hihts and a broken file. This was a joyful ac^m^mom 
thou&h they were still destitute of any thing thint wbufd 
ki^me from a spark; and until a substitute for tinde^ 
could be procured, the flint and steel were useless. JS^ i|ir; 
ther search was therefore undertaken, with inexpressible 
solicitude and anxiety, and at Icust a cask of ^npowder ^as 
discovered, which, however, to their great di8ap|)ointmjpitf, 
proved to be wet ; but on a more narrow insjpection, ^a 
nnall quantity that had suffered no damagie, was foundf i^ 
the bottom of the cask. Some, of this they bruised o^ a 
linen rag, ancl it served tbeip very wjell for tihder."^^ 

A ^re wa9 soon made, around which the |)tui^ed apH 
wojarided collected, and the rest went, in quest of other nec}59- 
^aries, without which the rock could afford |^em* but a yei*t 
short respite from destruction. In the aflernppn, ifb<iif of 
wax candles and a case of bn^idy ,were broii^ &.* fibtt 
were extremely acceptable^ Mrticulafly tfi^ icfltter^' 6f w!8^% 
each indiyidual deemed it advis^Ie to take a dram. S6tt^ 
others of the party returned soon after, with an accoi^nf.rf 
their fi'aving discovered a cask almost fall pf fresh water, 
which was of still greater consequence. than t^'e ^ifft*- 
Mr. Jones brought in several pieces of saltpoilf, a'npbj^eft 




over.t|ie rpcts.^ ., , ^ _ , 

^Ni^tj a^fjrocujjiing, rendereiS fi^ rifecessary .,to ^^rovi&c 
some sT(eiter.* J^\l hands »(er^ ft'er^^^ ip njm- 

^jp ft ^^^ p'f,^^^'^ capvas' ca9t ^ashore.; buf t!he duanW^ 
fecoVereo^yfaa ^o sm^U,, tfiat the t'eiiS could not' Kindlfiem 



^.,^ «.v». tiiexlung of 1^ water-fbwi^ xatnc;r larger thu^ - 
iiim tlia^ ^ch frequented H. r^^ximkioifaik 
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were pkced under the tent, and a fire kindled near them. 
Thej had passed the day without food, and were now de- 
prived of rest during the night; for, independent of being 
sunk a foot in the dung, the wind was so tempestuous, that 
it scattered about their fire; and, before it could be again 
collected, the rain put it out. In the morning, those who 
were able went again in search of what could be saved 
firom thq wreck; but, to their great mortification, thej 
found all the casks which were seen the preceding night, 
except one of flour and another of beer, staved against the 
rocks. These, however, they secured ; and soon after, the 
tide flowing up, interrupted their operations. The com- 
pany were, therefore, called together to eat their first meal; 
and some pork was broiled on the coals for dinner. 

As soon as the repast was finished, some went to mend 
the tent, and others in search of tools, but none were found 
that day. 

On Saturday, the 19th, four butts of water were secured, 
<»ie cask of flour, one hogshead of brandy, and a small boat, 
which had been thrown up by the tide, in a shattered con- 
dition. Still no tools were found except a scraper. Bat 
next day they had the good fortune to discover a hamper, 
eontaining files, sail ne^Ies, gimblets, and an azimuth com- 
pass card. They also founcftwo quadrants, a carpenters 
adze, a chisel, three sword blades, and a chest of treasure. 
As a prodi^ous surf had been rolling in all the day b^re, 
which it was reasonably expected would throw something 
up, the search was made early in the morning*^ At ten 
o'clock all assembled to prayers ; and, not going oat again 
until after dinner, they th^ found most of the packets be- 
longing to the kins and the company, which they carefulljr 
dri^ and laid asi^. 

While searching^ about the beach, they found the body 
of a lady, which Siej recognised to be that of Mrs. Collet, 
the wife of the second mate, who was himself then at a 
little distance. The mutual affection subsisting between 
this couple was of remarkable t^iderness; and Mr. Jones, 
the first mate, immediately stepped to Mr^ Collet, and OOB* 
trhred to take hun to the other side of the rock, while the 
other two mates, the carpenter, and some others, di^ * 
girave, where they deposited the body, reading the funeia 
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service over it from a French prayer-book, which ha^ driven 
ashcMre from the wreck along' with the deceased. 

Having thus paid the last tribute to one <rf their unfor- 
tunate number, and concealed from Mr. Collet a sight which 
wotild have most sensibly, if not fatally, affected him, some 
days afterwards they found means gradually to disclose 
wfaAt they had done, and to restore him the wedding-ring, 
which they had taken from her finger. He received it 
with great emotion ; and in future spent many days in 
raising a monument over the grave, by piling jip the squar- 
est stones he could find, and fi.iing an elm plank on the 
top, inscribed with her name, her age, and the time of her 
death, and also some account of the fatal accident by which 
it was occasioned. 

On Monday, the 21st of July, more water and pork, as 
likewise son^ timber, plank, cordage, and canvas were re- 
covered. These the survivors joyfully -secured for the pro- 
jected boat, though yet in want of many instruments indis- 
pensable for the carpenter's proceeding with his work. He 
had just finished a saw, though he had neither hanmier nor 
nails. It happened, however, that one of the seamen, 
H#ndrick Scantz, a Swede, having picked up an old pair 
of bellows, brought them to his companions, telling them 
that he had been a smith by profession ; and that with 
these bellows and a forge, which he hoped by his direction 
they should be able to build, he could furnish the carpenter 
with all necessary tools, nails included ; as plenty of iron 
might be obtained by burning it out of the timber of the 
wreck coming. ashore. This account was received with a 
transport of joy. The smith immediately set himself to 
mend the bellows ; and the three following days were oc- 
cupied in building a forge, and in collecting the timber 
and plank for the carpenter's use, who also was employed 
in preparing the few tools already in his possession, that 
the boat might be begun as soon as possible. 

On Thursday, the 24th of July, the carpenter, assisted 
by Chisholm, the quarter-master, began to work on the 
ked of the vessel, which it was determined should be a 
sloop thirty feet long and twelve feet wide. This day also 
the smith finished his forge, and laid in a quantity of fir for 
foel. He and the carpenter thenceforward continued to 
96 
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work with indefatigable diligence, except when prevented 
by the weather. The smith having fortunatelv found the 
ring and nut of a bower anchor, which served him for an 
anvil, supplied chisels, axes, hammers, and nails, as H^j 
were required ; and the carpenter used them with great 
dexterity and despatch, until the 31st of the month, when 
he fell sick. 

As the lives of the whole company were dependent on 
the carpenter's safety, they watched his recovery with the 
utmost impatience and anxiety ; and to their unspeakable 
joy, his convalescence was such on the 2d of August, as to 
enable him to return to work. 

Meantime the stores which had been saved from the 
wreck were so nearly exhausted, that it was necessary to 
restrict each man to an allowance of two ounces of bread 
a day, whil^ water also fell short. It was resolved to keep 
the sialt pork to victual the new vessel. 

In this distressing state they had recourse toiseveral ex- 
pedients. In digging a well, they were disappointed in 
th^ir hopes of finding a spring; but they succeeded in 
knocking down some of the gannets that settled on the top 
of the rock. The flesh, however, was very rank, of a fisny 
taste, and as black as a sloe. They also made a catamaran, 
or float, on which they proposed to go out fishing with 
such hooks and Unes as had come ashore. Likewise they 
killed some seals, but all who ate of them were sick. 

When driven to great necessity, they killed a hog. They 
generally had success in fishing, and sometimes sent out 
two rafts at a time. On one occasion, Mr. Collet, and 
Mr. Yets, the midshipman, were nearly driven out to sea, 
while engaged in this manner, where they wquld have in- 
evitably perished. They had been out fishing on the 20th 
of August until about four in the afternoon, when they 
weighed and endeavored to come in again ; but the wind 
suddenly freshening from the westward, they found that 
instead of gaining diead, they drove ofi'very fast. Though 
the people on shore saw their distress, they knew not hpw 
to assist them. However, they sent out another float with 
kellicks and ropes, which they hoped would enable theoi 
to ride till the wind moderated. The surf, however, wai 
so great, that the raft overset three times, and the men 
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were oMiged to swim back. In the interval they saw their 
friends driving out to sea at a great rate ; and were just 
giving them up to inevitable destruction, when the carpen- 
ter sent them word that he could make the little boat so 
tight, that she would not take in water faster than one man 
Qould bale out. This inspired them with new hopes, and 
every one was ready to venture to the assistance of their 
comrades. In a quarter of an hour the carpenter despatched 
the boat ; and she soon overtook the float, when she re- 
ceived the two people. They now found that the water 
gained very fast on them, notwithstanding their utmost ef- 
forts ; and when the boat came in, she was so full, that in 
a few minutes mole she must have sunk. 

As they were afraid to venture any longer on a rafl, the 
carpenter again set to wor^ on the boat, and put her' in 
complete repair. Their success in fishing was very uncer- 
tain. Sometimes they caught nothing. Nor were their 
supplies on shore less precarious. The gannets would 
sometimes settle in amazing numbers like a cloud, and then 
totally disappear for several days together. This rendered 
them very^esirous of finding some way to preserve the 
food they caught from putre&ction, that they might store 
up the surplus of a successful day, to serve when neither 
gannets nor fish were to be caught. They made several 
abortive attempts to cure both fish and fowl by smoking ; 
and then tried to make salt, which had like to have been 
fatal to them all. The smith had made a copper vessel 
for the experiment, and they immediately set to work ; not 
knowing that their process in making salt, would produce 
verdigrise from the copper, and that it was poison. Salt 
nevertheless was procured ; but the substanoa tendering it 
poisonous, happened to abound in such a d^fee as to ren- 
der it intolerably offensive to the taste, and it was on that 
account thrown away. Those who ventured to swallow it 
were seized with violent cholics, cold sweats, and retchings, 
which sufliciently convinced them of the danger they had 
escaped. 

On Wednesday, the 3d of September, these unfortunate 
people had been inhabitants of this desolate rock nearly 
seven weeks ; during which time they had frequently seen 
d great smoke on the main land, which made them ex- 
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tremely anxious to send the boat thither, to see what assist- 
ance could be obtained. Therefore Bothwell, Rosenbury, 
and Taylor, this day set out on a voyage of discovery ; and 
at night the people ashore made a great fire on the highest 
part of the rock, as a signal to them. 

While waiting the return of the boat, they were all 
thrown into the utmost consternation by an accident which 
befel the carpenter. He unluckily cut his leg in such a 
manner with an adze, that he was in great danger of bleed- 
ing to death, as they had no surgeon among them, nor any 
thing fit for applying to the wound. At length the blood 
v/as staunched, though with much difliculty, and the wound 
healed without the intervention of any bad symptom. 

The weather having been fair for forty hours, the re- 
turn of the boat was impatiently expected on Saturday, the 
6th of September. As nothing was seen of her against 
noon, the people becapae very uneasy; but just as they 
were sitting down to dinner, they were agreeably surprised 
by two of their number, who came running over the rocks 
to announce her approach. All starting up, overjoyed at 
the intelligence, ran to see her come in, entertaining great 
hopes that the excursion had succeeded. But they soon 
distinguished that sh^ was rowed by only one man, who 
plied both oars ; land thence concluded that the other two 
were either lost or detained. Presently another was seen 
rising from the bottom of the boat, where it was supposed 
he had lain down for a short interval of rest ; and then the 
boat advanced somewhat quicker, though yet slowly. 

Dinner was now entirely forgot ; and after they had 
waited aqji^ on the beach with the utmost impatience, 
the boat <^Pe in. The two men were Rosenbury and 
Taylor, who, the moment of landing, threw themselves on 
their knees, uttering short but earnest ejaculations of 
thanks to God, for having once more brought them safe to 
this place ; whicti, barren and desolate as it was, they con- 
sidered an asylum from a more distressing situation. Hav- 
ing exerted their last effort to bring the boat to the shore, 
their strength at once forsook them, and they were unable 
to rise from the ground without assistance. 

As soon as they were conducted over to the tent, every 
one was busy to procure them refreshment ; for they found 
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the boat quite empty both of provisions and water. Some 
fish was nastily dressed ; and their comrades observing 
them quite exhausted with labor and hatching, left them 
without asking any questions^ when they had ate their 
meal, and they immediately fell asleep. The behaviour of 
this unfortunate company to their poor messmates, was an 
uncommon instance of kindness and self-denial. The im- 
patience of their curiosity must have increased in proper* 
tion as they were interested in the account by which it was 
to be gratified. Yet even this curiosity, where the very 
preservation of' life was concerned, they had the consideV- 
ation and fortitude to repress, rather than delay the refresh* 
ment of th.e others to satisfy it. 

When the two adventurers awoke, their account was of 
tiie following purport: 

About three o'clock on the day of their departure, they 
got round a point about six leagues east of the rock, which, 
as they approached, had the appearance of a double point. 
This encouraged them to hope, that between the two 
points they should find a harbor ; but here they were dis- 
appointed, as a hieh surf ran all along the coast* How* 
ever, about five tyclock, havintt seen only one of the na* 
tiVes, they ventured to pull in tor the shore ; but the mo* 
ment they got into the surf, the boat overset, by which 
accident Both well was unhappily drowned. They them- 
selves, who reached the shore in a feeble and exhausted 
condition, were left destitute of every supply except a 
small keg of t>randy. As soon as their strength was a little 
renewed, they crawled along the shore in search of the 
boat, having no other chance of shelter from the.wild beasts 
which might be expected to come abroad ^ the night. 
After some search they found her, but were too weak to 
pet her up ; and darkness coming on, they were obliged to 
ue down on the sand, without any other covering than the 
branches of a tree, in which condition they passed the 
night. As morning dawned they again went in quest of 
the boat, which the surf had driven from titie place where 
they had left her. Walking along the coast, they saw a 
man, who, on their advancing towards him, ran away into 
very thick woods near the beach. Proceeding onwards, 
they, in a short time, discovered the body of their comrade, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



306 WRECK OF THE D0DD1N6T0N. 

Both well) which had been dragged up the sand a consid-' 
erable distance firom the water^ and was torn to pieces bjr 
some wild beast. This terrified them exceedingly; and 
having found the boat, the dread of passing another night 
on shore was so great, that they resolved immediately to 
return. 

The two adventurers were opposed in this attempt by a 
fresh gale at west ; and before they could put back, tho 
boat overset a second time, and drove with them along the 
shore. After much struggling and swimmings they once 
more got safe on the land, though fiunting with hunger and 
fatigue, as they had been fasting ever since three o^clock 
of ihe preceding day. However, they happened to meet 
with a fruit resembling an apple; which they eagerly 
gathered and ate, without knowing either its name or its 
quality. Fortunately it did them no harm; and being 
somewhat refreshed by this repast, they made shift to haul 
the boat on shore. Turning it upside down, they crept 
under it to sleep, well sheltered from the sun, and secure 
against wild beasts. 

Those wlio know the irresistible power of sleep, after 
lon^ watching and excessive labor, will not conclude that 
their first slumber was short, because their situation was 
incommodious, or exposed to danger. They wakened, 
however, before the next morning ; and peeping out frona 
under the edge of the boat, could perceive the feet of sev- 
eral creatures, which, by the claws, they supposed to be 
tigers, pass by them to and again. This was a sufiScient 
inducement to remain in their resting place until morning, 
when once more looking out, they saw the feet of a man. 
On this discovery, they crept from below the boat, to the 
great amazement of a poor savage, and two other men and 
a boy, who were at some distance. When they had all 
collected, and were a little recovered from their surprise, 
they made sigiis to the sailors to go away, w|>ich they en- 
deavored to do, though able to move but very slowly. Be- 
fore having got far from the boat, a considerable number 
of the natives ran down upon them with their lances. Ro* 
senbury, as he went along, had picked up the mast of a 
boat, and a pistol, which had been washed ashore. Thus 
armed when the Indians came down upon him, and besides 
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being unable to run, he imprudently turned about, and ex- 
erting all his strength, advanced towards them in a threat- 
ening manner, supposing they would have been panic 
struck, and retreat into the woods. It happened, how« 
ever, that he was mistaken ; for instead of running away, 
they surrounded him, and began to whet their lances. 
Taylor now thought it was time to try what could be done 
by supplication ; and, throwing himself on his knees, cried, 
in a piteous tone, for mercy, while Rosenbury took refuge 
in the water. The savages immediately came up to Tay- 
lor, and began to strip him. He suffered them quietly to 
take his shoes and his shirt ; but when they attacked hii 
trowsers, he made some resistance, and by his gestures en- 
treated that they would not leave him quite naked ; on 
which they thought fit to desist. They then made signs 
for Rosenbury to come to them, who was all this time 
swimminff about in the sea ; but he refused, signifying that 
they would kill him. They then pointed to Taylor, inti- 
mating that he had not been killed ; on which Rosenbury 
advanced ; and having first thrown them his pistol, and all 
his clothes but his shirt, ventured to put himself in their 
hands. When he came up they offered him no violence ; 
onl^ held the boat's mast and the pistols to him by way of 
deriding his attempt to frighten them. They seemed to be 
very much pleased with the clothes, which they divided 
among themselves as far as. they would go. Then begin- 
ning to rifle the boat, they took away all the rope they 
could find, and the hook by which the rudder hung to the 
stern-post; and next began to knock the stern to pieceg, 
for the iron which they saw about it. Except absolute de- 
struction of the unfortunate mariners, this was the greatest 
mishap they could sustain ; and rough as they were, they 
bunt into tears, entreating the savaces, with such agony of 
distress, to desist from injuring their boat, that they suffered 
it to remain as they found it. Encouraged by such an ap- 
pearance of placability and kindness, and urged by hunger, 
they solicited by signs something to eat. This request was 
also granted; and the natives having given them some 
roots, again made signs for their departure. On which they 
once more got into the boat, after launching it ; but the 
wind blowing strong from the west, they could not put off. 
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The natives perceiving their willingness, and also their ina- 
bility to comply with 'their desire, covered them with the 
boat to sleep under, and left them. The foDowing morih> 
ing, the weather proving fine, and the wind easterly, they 
launched the boat a third time, and returned back to the 
rock. 

The carpenter and smith now continued working on the 
vessel, till the fourth Sunday, the &9th of September ; and 
the people were busy in securing what was from time to 
time thrown up by the wreck, particulaiiy cordage and 
canvas for rigmng. They also recovered some casks of 
fresh water, miich they were solicitous to keep for sea 
store ; as their escape depended no less on fresh water than 
on the vessel itself, which was to carry them. 

This day, the officers, after prayers, a duty regularly and 
publicly performed every Sunday, discovered that the chest 
of treasure had been broken open, and the greater patt of it 
taken away and concealed. It may probably appear 
strange, that those whom danger had made religious, should 
at the same time be guilty of theft; b|tt it 8tK>uld here be 
remembered, that as soon as a ship is lost, the sailors lose 
their pay, and the captain his command ; and whatever is 
cast ashore from the wreck, is considered by the sailors in 
the light of common property. The men, therefore, who 
ventured secretly to tsJke what they deemed their share of 
this treasure, were not conscious of acting dishonestly, but 
only designed to secure what they dreaded the officers 
would monopofize, and thus prevent disputes, which, in 
their circumstances, might produce fatal effects. The offi- 
cers, however, on discovering what had been done, and 
finding that none would own any thing about it, proposed 
to write the form of an oath, and administer it separately 
to every individual, themselves taking it first. To this the 
majority immediately objected ; for though they might not 
suppose themselves guilty of a' crime by taking the treasure, 
they w6re aware that it would not only be immoral but 
impious, to swear they had not taken it. As the minority 
were not in a condition to enforce their proposal, the mat** 
ter was suffered to rest without further inquiry or re- 
monstrance. 

A fowling-piece was found on the 6th of October, which 
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was a joyful acquisition ; and although the barrel was much 
beat, it was soon made serviceable by the carpenter, and 
used with great success in shooting the birds. There was 
no other method before! of taking them, but by knocking 
them down with a stick. , 

On Friday, the 11th of October, the gannets, which had 
of late forsaken the rock, were dbserved again hovering 
about it in great numbers. The shipwrecked people were 
therefore in hopes that they would settle to lay their eggs^ 
and in this they were not disappointed. They were con- 
stantly supplied with great plenty of eggs, until the begin* 
ning of January, when the laying season terminated. 

Some rainy weather how prevailed, which was very ac- 
ceptable, as they contrived to save some of the water for 
sea store ; but they were still in want of bread, and had 
lived many days on short allowance. As a last resource, 
they thought of building an oven ; for though they had no 
bread, they had some barrels of flour. In this attempt they 
succeeded beyond expectation, and were able to convert 
their flour into tolerable biscuit. At length the biscuit 
also wa^ near exhausted, and their allowance of it restricted 
to a few ounces per day, without brandy ; of which onlv a 
small quantity remained, and this was preserved invioiaole 
for the use of the carpenter. Water likewise ran short, 
and a pint a day was all their allowance. However, their 
health still remained in a great measore entire ; and on the 
16th of February, 1756, they launched their vessel, which 
they called the Happy Deliverance, Next day, their little 
pittance of stores was got on board ; and on the 18th they 
set sail from the rock, which, at parting, they named Bird 
Lland, and where they had lived just seven months. 

All their provisions consisted of six casks of water, two 
live hogs, a firkin of butter, about four pounds of biscuit 
for each man, and ten days' subsistence of salt provisions, 
in bad condition, at the rate of two ounces a day per man. 

At one in the afternoon of the 18th, the adventurers 
weighed anchor ; and with a light breeze from the west, 
set sail for the river St. Lucia, on the coast of Natal. For- 
tune, however, did not cease to persecute them. For five 
days they met with nothing but adversity; and during 
twenty-five in succession, their provisions were almost ex- 
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hausted ; and currents, running at the rate of a mile and 
a half an hour, carried them so far out of their course, that 
a favorable wind was of littlq avail Their state became 
more axid more deplorable, and they at length despaired of 
reaching the river St. Lucia ; as the currents ran strong to 
the west, and easterly winds almost always prevailed, ttiey 
resolved to change their course, and attempt to make the 
Cape of Good Hope. Thus on the 2d of March they bore 
away to the west. 

rfext day the weather proved hazy, and they apprehend- 
ed that heavy westerly gales would ensue. Their conjec- 
tures were Verified, for the Wind increased to prodigious 
violence, until the 4th of the month, when they endeavored 
to lie to ; but shipped duch heaivy seas, that they dreaded 
lest every surge would dash their slight vessel to pieces. 
Thus they were still obliged to be cautious, and bear away 
under a topsail. The squalls were at times so violent, that 
the sea appeared like cliffs above the stern ; and in this 
alarming manner were they hurried along by furious storms 
until the morning of the 5th, when fine weather ensued. 

A calm prevaikd on the 7th, ^nd they cast anchor about 
three quarters of a mile from a shore, where they soon ob- 
served several of the natives, who came down from the 
mount€uns. Encouraged by this sight, they endeavored to 
land ; and Thomas Arnold, the black servant, accompanied 
by two seamen, embarked in the boat, carrying a string of 
amber beads as a present to the Indians. Arnold leapt 
out of the boat wheii near the beach, and swam ashore ; 
while the boat returned to the vessel, which was standing 
on at some distance in search of a place where the people 
might safely debark. Attended by about forty of the na- 
tives, Arnold followed the vessel to a suitable place, and 
the boat was sent to take him off. He reported, that on 
his arrival, the savages at first appeared very reserved ; but, 
at length, having all sat down, they made him sit down 
among them. He then presented the string of beads to 
the oldest, who received it with mark? of consideration. 
On making signs that he wanted food, they supplied him 
with Indian corn, fruit, and water, in a calabash. He ad- 
ded that they had sent into the country for sheep, oxen, 
and other necessaries, whence he was desirous of returning 
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to them; but the wind continuing westerly, the boat only 
was sent ashore ; which soon returned with food sufficient 
to serve during four days. 

The vessel coasted along until the 10th of March, when 
the wind changed to the east;. and the people then cast 
anchor in twelve fathoms, half a mile from the shore. 
Several Indians came down to the beach in the evening, 
and by signs invited them to land, which they consider^ 
impracticable. Next morning the natives renewed their 
invitation, by driving before them a great many goats and 
bullocks. This was a pleasing spectacle to men almost 
famished with hunger : however they still judged it impos- 
sible to land. In a situation so tantalising they continued 
till the 14th, when two men requested to be sent ashore at 
all risks ; saying it was better to go and live among, the 
savages than to perish of hunger on board, where for two 
days they had not ate a morsel. They were therefore .sent 
off in the boat, and with great difficulty reached the shore. 
The wind fell the ^me evening, and seemed tending to 
the west ; which occasioned much uneasiness to those oid 
board, on account of their two comrades ashore ;, for they 
dreaded that it might blow too hard for them to remain, at 
anchor until morning. Thus frequent signals were made 
through the night by showing lights, in hopes of brii^gii^g 
them down to the beach, that they might get off before the 
surf rose too high. No intelligence was obtained of them 
until six in the morning ; but it wa9 then too late to get 
them on board, from the violence of the wind and height 
of the surf. Trusting to find some more favprable p]fice 
whence to take them in, signals were made tt^^t they shoi^\d 
proceed along the shore, while the bark followed, the saxne 
direction. They had not advanced tWQ leagues, when a 
very convenient spot was found ; opposite to which the 
vessel, working close to the shore,. anchored in five fathomui 
water. The bK>at was then sqnt out, yyith four nien,. twp 
of wbon^ wjsre employed in recoyering those ashore, aqd 
the other two in sounding the mouth of a river, where th^y 
were in great hopes of finding water enough for thq.vessi^ 
to pass pyer .^e bar. Abqut three hours afterwar^SjttJbp 
two men were seen with the four belonging to the boat. 
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but on account of the height of the surf they durst not em- 
bark. 

All those on board spent the night in the greatest un- 
easiness. At break of day they weighed anchor, and stood 
still nearer the shore ; but observing that their companions 
were still afraid to venture, they made them understand, 
that if they did not immediately return, or show that it 
was possible to enter the river, they should be obliged to 
abandon them, as provisions began to fail, and there was 
no appearance of any here. These menaces had the de- 
sired effect, and two of the men braved the extreme vio- 
lence of the surf in the boat. Having gained the bark, 
they said that they had been well received by the natives, 
who gave them beef and fish to eat, and supphed them 
with milk ; and then conducted them over the mountains, 
from the place where they landed, to that where they 
found their companion's. 

An easterly wind rendered it dangerous to remain at 
this spot, but was favorable for their entering the river, 
where sufficient water was said to be above the bar. Ac- 
' cordingly they weighed anchor at eleven in the forenoon, 
and advanced; the boat always being before, sounding,* 
But when close to the bar, those ashore made signals to 
desist ; which they did, and anchored. The boat returning, 
informed them that there were only eight feet of water at 
the bar, and that it was necessary to wait the flowing of 
the tide in order to pass it. At two in the afternoon Uiey 
once more hoisted sail, easily entered the river, and cast 
anchor in two fathoms and a half. Their first considera- 
tion* was how to traffic with the natives for provisions and 
other necessaries, having never heard of any commerce on 
this coast. The consultation did not continue long, for 
they had but little to exchange ; their whole stock consist- 
ing of brass buttons, nails, and iron bolts, copper hoops, of 
which they made rings, such as are called bangles by the 
Indians, and worn as bracelets on the legs and arms. 
These they carried on shore, and showing them to the na- 
tives, made signs by imitating the lowing of cattle, and 
bleating of sheep, that they wished these animals in ex- 
change for them. The Indians quickly comprehended 
their meaning, and speedily brought two small oxen, which 
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were purchased for a pound of copper and three or fbiir 
brass buttons. Each of the oxen weighed about five or six 
hundred pounds, and the flesh proved excellent. The 
Indians seemed well content wiih their bargain j and pro- 
miiied to bring more cattle.. They likev^^se S(;ld a great 
quantity of mi|k at a very low rate, demand; ng bui a single 
button for two or three gallons. Tfiey also sold, at tho 
same rate, a quantity of small grain resemblii^g a Guinea 
corn, which the strangers bruising between two stones, 
made into a kind of bread, wiiich they baked on hot cin- 
ders. This they were in hopes to pr^erve, until they 
could procure what was of better quality ; but here they 
were disappointed, for in three days, it became mouldy. 
Nevertheless, the grain was found salutary food when 
boiled along with meat. 

In this place they remained about fifteen days, and fre- 
quently penetrated the country, ten or twelve miles, to the 
dwelUngs of the natives, who lived in huts covered with 
rushes, which formed a kind of thatch. They werie ex- 
tremely clean within ; and the natives frequently invited 
their visitors to spend the night there, during their resi- 
dence on the coast. They always testified great friendship 
towards the English, often ate along w ith them, and seemed 
to enjoy the European method of preparing food. But 
they particularly prized the entrails of animals, which they 
commonly ate raw, after giving them a shake. They also 
took much pleasure in going on board the vessel, and re- 
peatedly came up the river in the boat along with the 
English, uniformly displaying a very sociable disposition. 
They showed no jealousy ; and left their sisters and daughters 
whole days with the strangers, while rambling about the 
woods. 

Hunting is the principal occupation of these savages, 
Tnt^ir omy weapons are lances, and two short clubs, with 
a large knob at the end, which are used to kill an animal 
when it is wounded by the lance. The river is full of 
mipties, or sea cows, which connmonly come to the banks 
ana pasture in the night. They are quite harmless, and 
the natives frequently kill them for food while asleep. 
They also had a few elephant's tusks, which they would 
have given for a mere trifle : but the English had no room 
27 
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for them in the vesgel. These savages wore few clothes in 
the day-time ; but at night covered themselves with a bol- 
lock's hide, which was well dried, and which they had the 
art of rendering very pliant. Their chief ornaments were 
a piece of the tail of an ox, which hung from the rump 
down to the heels, and was adorned with small sea-shells. 
They also wore pieces of skin round the knees, ankles, and 
arms. Their hair was anointed with abundance of fat or 
grease, mixed with a kind of red earth, and the whole body 
was likewise anointed. Their activity and address were 
so great in throwing their lances, that at the distance of 
thirty or forty yards, they could strike an ear of corn set up 
as a mark. They practised another exercise, particularly 
at meeting each other, or on separation, which consisted 
of dancing or leaping in a circle, and uttering the most 
hideous cries, sometimes like howling of dogs, and some- 
times like the grunting of hogs, all the while actively 
wielding their lances. 

The English were extremely surprised to find among 
these savages, who were quite black with woolly hair, a 
youth, apparently twelve or fourteen years of age, perfectly 
white, with European features, fine light hair, and alto- 
gether different from the natives of this country. They 
remarked that he was treated as a servant, that the savages 
sent him their errands, and sometimes did not allow hin 
to eat with them ; but that he waited until the end of their 
repast, before making his own. They seemed, at the same 
time, to live in great friendship with each other; and when 
they had any thing to eat, though in ever so small a quan- 
tity, the ownejr shared it equally with all present, and ap- 
peared to enjoy much satisfaction in doing so. 

After the English had thus, by the intervention of Prov- 
idence, collected a very considerable quantity of provisions, 
they weighed anchor at five in the morning of the 29th, 
and stood over the bar. But there a dangerous surf was 
running, which almost broke into the vessel, and becalm- 
ing their sail, put them in great hazard ^being shipwrechpd 
on the rocks. At length tney had the good fortune to get 
over the bar7 and sailed for the river St. Lucia, where they 
arrived on the 6th of April, without any remarkable o^ 
currencc. 
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HaTing landed, they were soon convinced that those 
with whom they were to traffic, were very different from 
the savages they had left. On signifying that they wished 
lo trade with them, the Indians intimated that they wanted 
no commodity but a kind of small beads ; nevertheless, 
when shown copper buttons, they speedily brought seyeral 
bullocks, fowls, potatoes, gourds, and some other provi- 
sions. No bullocks could be purchased, because the na- 
tives demanded copper rings, large enough for collars, in 
exchange ; but they sotJ iov^ is and gourds at a low price, 
giving five or six of the former, of a large size, for a bit of 
linen, not worth above fourfx)nce in England. 

Here the English remained three week:s, occupying them- 
selves in traversing the country, and in seeing, the savages* 
mode of life, as also in endeavoring to obtain the articles 
they required. These Indians put. the highest value on 
copper ; and, on being shown the handle of an old b6x, of- 
fered two bullocks for it. The bargain was speedily tour 
eluded, and they drove tliem to the bark. The natives ap- 
peared veqy proud and iiaughty, and quite different in the 
recommendatory manners that characterized those whom 
the English had lately left. The latter discovered that the 
principal chief, whom they paid for being accommodated 
all night in one of his huts, had stolen some pieces of iron, 
which they had brought in a basket, to discharge their ex- 
penses while ashore. Tliough remaining two or three days 
in the interior, the natives could never be prevailed on to 
eat along with their visitors. They diflered also from the 
former Indians in the method of preparing their food, which 
was here done with greater neatness. They were likewise 
more cleanly in their persons, and bathed every morning, 
apparently as an act of devotion; nothing of which was 
observed among the others. They wore no kind of orna- 
ment similar to them. Their chief pride seemed to be to 
keep their hair in great order. They watched strictly over 
their women. Their arms, however, resembled those of 
the others, as did their diversions. Men were seen among 
them, who came from Delagoa, trading in ambergris and 
elephant's tusks. 

A favorable breeze springing up from the west, attended 
with good weather, the English weighed anchor, at seven 
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Id the morning of the 18th of May, and set sail. About a 
quarter of an hour before high water, when almost on a 
bar crossing the river, some of them were so imprudent as 
to lower the sail, and cast anchor on a sand bank. Nine 
men then got into the boat, and rowed towards the shore ; 
declaring they would rather run all risks among the sav- 
ages, than be drowned to a certainty in passing the bar. 
Those on board hesitated whether to attempt the passage 
or return ; but the wind and tide driving the vessel out of 
the river, gave every reason to believe, that if the tide ^11, 
she would strike the bar and be dashed to pieces. At 
length they weighed anchor, trusting to save the vessel 
and preserve their lives, and were soon carried among the 
breakers. Here they were in the most alarming situation. 
There were only eight fei t cf v^ater, while the vessel drew 
five. After remaining half an hour in the jaws of death, 
the surface of the water suddenly became smooth as glass, 
and they left the river St. Lucia in safety. Those ashore, 
most of whom had nothing but a shirt and a pair of trow- 
sers, followed along the coast on foot. 

On the 20th of the month the English made Delagoa 
River, where they cast anchor in nine fathoms. There 
they found the Rose, a snow, commanded by Captain 
Chandler, in which some of them requested a passage to 
Bombay. Having remained three weeks in this place, 
three of their comrades who had gone ashore at St. Lucia, 
rejoined them in a small canoe, and said that their six 
companions were on the other side of Delagoa Bay, from 
whence they waited an opportunity of coming over. 

The officers, judging themselves now in the most conve- 
nient situation for securing the treasure, packets, and other 
effects of the Doddington, sent four or five men ashore, 
and two on board the snow. Mr. Jones then came in 
Captain Chandler's pinnace, well manned and armed, to 
the vessel, and carried all the money, plate, and letters he 
could find in her, to the snow, that they might be given up 
on her arrival at Madras. ^ The people remaining in the 
vessel, apprehending a second visit, which might have been 
extremely disagreeable, took an opportunity of escaping 
during the night. 

The Rose sailed for Madagascar on the 25th of May, 
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chests, water^casks, &c. driftiDg amongst the wreck. The 
guns, anchors, camboose, and every article on deck, we 
hove overboard to lighten the ship, and endeavored to clear 
the wreck of spars, rigging, &c. which lay beating against 
her to windward ; but our efforts were in vain, the star- 
board lanyards of the shrouds being deep under water, and 
fast to the ship, and the sea making a continual breach 
over her. During this time the long-boat lay -beating among 
the wreck 6( spars, &c. bottom up, the pinnace being 
wrecked entirely to pieces except her keel, and about three 
streaks of the board of her bottom, lay in the same situa- 
tion as the long-boat ; and the stern-boat lying at a small 
distance from the ship, full of water, with her gunwales 
torn off, butts started, and stern about half stove in. It 
was with the utmost difficulty that we baled her out, and 
kept her so far free as to enable us to get a rope fast to the 
long-boat; by which we hauled her alongside the ship, 
turned her over, and found her to be badlystove, her gun- 
wales and stem broken entirely off, her wood ends and gar- 
berd streak open, and large holes in her bottom ; so that 
we found it impossible to bale her out, and we were under 
the necessity of upsetting her again in the sea, with the 
hope of being able to stop a part of the holes in her bottom, 
which we in part effected by driving the butts together, 
and by putting canvass, &c. into the largest holes in her 
bottom ; after which we turned her over again, and by con- 
tinual baling with every bucket, &c. which we could pro- 
cure, we were enabled to keep her from sinking, still keep- 
ing under the lee of the ship. By this time it was about 
seven P. M., when the boat being hauled near to the ship, 
for the purpose of getting canvas and oakum to stop the 
leak, as many n^en as could reach the long-boat jumped 
into her ; and finding the boat would be again sunk if we 
remained so near the ship, we w*ere obliged to veer the boat 
to leeward of the ship at the distance of fifteen or twenty 
fathoms, being twelve in number in the boat. We had not 
been in this situation but a short time, before one man 
jumped from the ship into the sea, and made for the boat. 
We took him in ; but finding that all on board were deter- 
mined to pursue the same plan, we were obliged to veer 
the boat further off. We stated to those on board the ship 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



882 ^f>9B or THS MABO^RfiT. 

our situation, which was also eyident to them, as it requirea 
all our exertions to keep the boat from sinking. During 
the night we lay with a rope fiist from the ship to the boat, 
and under her lee; when the people on board the ship 
being exceedingly anxious to get into the boat (which had 
they effected we should all haye been inevitably lost,) kept 
hauling the boat towards them. We then bent on another 
rope, and veered out as they hauled : but finding they were 
determined to sink the boat by getting into her, we were 
obliged (after stating repeatedly to them our situation) to 
tell them, that provided they persisted in getting into the 
boat, we should be obliged, though very reluctantly, to cut 
the rope and leave them ; after which they desisted from 
hauling the boat towards the ship. At this time we were 
thirteen in number in the long-boat, and two men in the 
stem-boat lying under the lee of the ship, continually baling 
to keep her from sinking.; which augmented our number 
to more than could with any degree of safety attempt to 
leave the ship in the long-boat, in the shattered condition 
she was then in. ^ 

Monday morning — moderate breezes and sea tolerably 
smooth ; at which time the people oh the wreck were about 
half of them on the taifrail rail, and the remainder on the 
bowsprit and windlass, every other part of her being under 
water continually. They kept entreating us to take them 
into the boat. We then told them our determination was 
to continue by the ship while she kept together, and that 
the boat was not in a situation to leave them unless they 
attempted to come into her ; but if any of them once made 
the attempt, we should be under that necessity, notwith- 
standing our wretched situation, having no compass, quad- 
rant, or any instrument whatever, by whi^h we could direct 
our course, not a single drop of fresh water in the boat, 
and two men continually baling : all of which circumstances 
were known to them. 

About this time casks of brandy and sundry other arti- 
cles of the cargo were drifting from the wreck ; amongst 
which we picked up the mizen-top-gallant-sail, two spars, 
five oars, one cask of oil, one drowned pig, one goat, and 
one bag of bread ; and they hove us a gallon keg of brandy 
from the ship. We then fixed a sail for the boat from 
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the tni2en-top-gaIlant-sail. It being now about eleven 
A. M. the people on the wreck were again determined to 
get into the boat, and began by jumping into the sea. See- 
ing their intention, we veered the boat further from the 
ship, and they again returned to her; after which we re- 
peated to them our determination to continue by them so 
long as the ship held together; but if any other person at- 
tempted to come into the boat, we would that instant leave 
them, notwithstanding our desperate 'situation. At this 
time they had secured on the wreck, two quadrants, two 
compasses, one hogshead of water, bread, flour, and a 
plenty of provisions, as they frequently informed us ; but 
they would not spare us any of these articles, unless we 
consented to come alongside the ship with the boat ; which 
had we done we should have been sunk in an instant, as 
they were prepared to jump, having oars, chests, &c. ready 
for the purpose on the taffrail rail. Notwithstanding they 
knew our determination, and the impossibility of our taking 
them into the boat, they still persisted in trying to ^t into 
her ; and one of them jumped into the sea and made for 
the small boat, which lay veered to the leeward of the ship, 
which he reached ; but finding we would not take him into 
the long-boat, he returned to the ship with the small boat. 
As they were now all determined to pursue the same plan, 
we were under the painful necessity of cutting the rope by 
which we were fast to the ship, and row and sail from th^ 
for the preservation of our Uves, in the hope of falling in 
with some vessel to relieve us ; which was almost the only 
hope we had left, being about four hundred miles distant 
from the nearest land, and in the desperate situation before 
stated. At this time it was about meridian, with moderate 
wind from the southward and westward. We made our 
course as nearly east as possible, for the island of Corvo or 
Flores ; and the last we saw of the ship, she was lying in 
the same situation as when we parted from her. We con- 
tinued our course to the eastward, having the winds varia- 
ble from south-south-east to north-west, and two men con- 
stantly baling ; steering in the night by the stars, when to 
be seen, and in dark cloudy weather by the heaving of the 
sea, and in the day time by judging from the bearing of 
the sun, when *to be seen, and when not, by the best of 
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oor judgment. For four days we continued in this sittuh 
tion wiUiout seeing any vessel ; but on Saturday, the 26th 
of May, at one P. M, to our great joy we espied a sail, 
which proTed to be the brig Poacher, pf Boston, Captain 
James Dunn, from AUcant ; who took us on bWd, and 
treated us with every attention and civility. 
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ficulty of escape. The master boldly went down into the 
hold^ but the intense heat compelled him to return ; and, 
had not a quantity of water been dashed over him, he 
would have been severely scorched. Immediately subse- 
quent to this period, flames violently burst from the maia 
hatchway. 

At that time the captain ordered the boats to be got out, 
while consternation enfeebled the most intrepid. The long- 
boat had been secured at a certain height, and she was 
about to be put out over the ship's side ; when, unhappily, 
the fire ran up the mainmast, and caught the tackle. The 
boat fell down on the guns, bottom upwards ; and it was 
vain to think of getting her righted. *» 

At leneth it became too evident that the calamity was 
beyond the reach of human remedy — nothing but the 
mercy of the Almighty could interpose. Consternation 
was universally disseminated among the people ; nothinff 
but sighs and groans resounded through the vessel; and 
the very animals on board, as if sensible of the impending 
danger, uttered the most dreadful cries. The certainty of 
perishing in either element was anticipated by every human 
being here, and each raised his heart and hands towards 
Heaven. 

The chaplain, who was now on the quarter-deck, gave 
the people general absolution for their sins ; and then re- 
paired to the quarter-gallery to extend it yet further, to 
those miserable wretches who, in hopes of safety, had al- 
ready committed themselves to the waves. What a horri- 
ble spectacle ! Self-preservation was the only object. Each 
was occupied in throwing overboard whatever promised 
the most slender chance of escape — ^yards, spars, hen- 
coops, and every thing occurring, was seized m despair, 
and thus employed. 

Dreadful confusionj>revailed. Some leaped into the sea, 
anticipating that death which was about to reach diem; 
others, more successful, swam to fingments of the wreck ; 
while the shrouds, yards, and ropes, along the side of the 
vessel, were covered with the crew crowding upon them, 
and hanging there, as if hesitating which alternative of de- 
struction to choose, equally imminent and equally terrible. 

A father was seen to snatch his son from the flames, fold 
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him to his breast, and then throwing him into the sea, him* 
self followed, where they perished in each other's embrace. 

Meantime Lieutenant de la Fond ordered the helm to be 
shifted. The ship heeled to larboard, which afforded a 
temporary preservation; while the fire raged along the 
starboard from stem to stern. 

Lieutenant de la Fond had, until this moment, been en- 
grossed by nothing but adopting every means to preserve 
the ship ; now, however, the horrors of impending destruc- 
tion were too conspicuously in view. His fortitude, not- 
withstanding, through the goodness of Heaven, never for- 
sook him. Looking around, he found himself alone on the 
deck, and he retired to the round-house. There he met 
M. de la Touche, who regarded the approach of death with 
the same heroism which, in India, had gained him celebrity. 
" My brother and friend," he cried, •* farewell." " Whither 
are you going .'^" asked Lieutenant de la Fond. " To com- 
fort my mend, the captain," he replied. 

M. Morin, who commanded this unfortunate vessel, 
stood overwhelmed with grief for the melancholy state of 
his female relatives, passengers along with him. He had 
persuaded them to commit themselves to the waves on hen- 
coops, while some of the seamen^ swimming with one band, 
endeavored to support them with the other. 

The floating masts and yards were covered with men 
struggling with the watery element, many of whom now 
perished by balls discharged from the guns as heated by the 
fire ; and thus presenting a third means of destruction, 
augmenting the horrors environing them. While anguish 
pierced the heart of M. de la Fond, he withdrew his eyes 
from the sea ; and a moment after, reaching the starboard 
gallery, he saw the flames bursting with frightful noise 
through the windows of the round-house and of the great 
cabin. The fire approached, and was ready to consume 
him. Considering it vain to attempt the further preserva- 
tion of the ship, or the lives of his fellow-sufTerers, he 
thought it his duty, in this dreadful condition, to save him- 
self yet a few hours, that these might be devoted to 
Heaven. 

Stripping off his clothes, he designed slipping down a 
yard, one end of which dipped in the water ] but it was so 
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covered with miserable beings, shrinking from death, that 
he tumbled over them and fell into the sea. There a 
drowning soldier caught hold of him. Lieutenant de la 
Fond made every exertion to disengage himself, but 10 
Tain : he even allowed himself to sink below the surface, 
yet he did not quit his grasp. Lieutenant de la Fond 
plunged down a second time ; still he was firmly held by 
the man, who then was incapable of considering that his 
death, instead of being of service, would rather hasten hia 
own. At last, after struggling a considerable time, and 
swallowing a great quantity of water, the soldier's strength 
failed ; and sensible that Lieutenant de la Fond was sink* 
Uig a third time, he dreaded being carried down along with 
hipi, and loosened his grasp. No sooner was this done, 
than M. de la Fond, to guard against a repetition, dived 
below the surface, and rose at a distance from the place. 
This incident rendered him more cautious for the future 
He even avoided the dead bodies, now so numerous, that, 
to make a free passage, he was compelled to shove them 
aside with one hand, while he kept himself floating with 
the other ; for he was impressed with the apprehension^ 
that each was a person who would seize him, and involve 
him in his own destruction. But strength beginning lo 
fail, he was satisfied of the necessity of some re.spite, when 
he fell in with part of the ensign-staff. He put his arm 
through a noose of the rope to secure it, and swam as weB 
as he could : then perceiving a yard at hand, he seized il 
by one hand. However, beholding a young man scarce 
able to support himself at the other extremity, he quickly 
abandoned so slight an aid, and one which seemed incapa- 
ble of contributing to his preservation. Next the spritsail- 
yard appeared in view, but covered with people ; among 
whom he durst not take a place without requesting per- 
mission, which they cheerfully granted. Some were quite 
naked, others were in nothing except their shirts. Tha 

Pity they expressed at the situation of Lieutenant de la 
ond, and his sense of their misfortunes, exposed his feel- 
ings to a severe trial. 

Neither Captain Morin nor M. de la Touche ever quitted 
the ship, and were most probably overwhelmed in the cat- 
astrophe by which she was destroyed. But the most di»> 
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mal spectacle was exhibited on all sides. The main-mast, 
consumed below, had been precipitated overboard, killing^ 
some by its fall, and affording a temporary reception to 
others. Lieutenant de la Fond now observed it covered 
with people, driven about by the waves ; and, at the same 
time, seeing two seamen buoyed up by a hen-coop and 
some planks, desired them to swim to him with the latter. 
They did so, accompanied by more of their comrades ; and 
each taking a plank, which were used for oars, they and 
he paddled along upon the yard, until gaining those who 
had secured themselves on the main-mast. So many alter- 
nations only presented new spectacles of horror. 

The chaplain was at this time on the mast, and from him 
Lieutenant de la Fond received absolution. Two young 
ladies were also there, whose piety and resignation were 
truly consolatory. They were the only jsurvivors of six — 
their companions had perished in the flames or in the sea* 
Eighty persons had found refuge on the main-mast ; who, 
from the repeated discharges of cannon from the ship, ac- 
cording to the progress of the flames, were constantly ex- 
posed to destruction. The chaplain, in this awful condi- 
tion, by his discourse and example, taught the duty of re- 
signation. Lieutenant de la Fond observing him loose his 
bold 6n the mast, and drop into the sea, Ufted him up« 
" Let me go," said he — " I am already half drowned, and 
it is only protracting my sufferings." " No, toy friend," 
the lieutenant replied, '* when my strength is exhausted, 
but not till then : we will perish togjether." And in his 

Eious presence he calmly awaited death. After remaining 
ere three hours, he beheld one of the ladies fall from the 
mast and perish. She was too remote to receive any as- 
sistance from him. 

But when least in expectation of it, he saw the yawl 
close at hand, at five in the afternoon. He cried to the 
men that he was their lieutenant, and requested to be al- 
lowed to participate in their fate. His presence was too 
necessary for them to refuse his solicitation : they needed 
a conductor, who might guide them to the land. Thus 
they permitted him to come on board, on condition that 
he should swim to the yawl. This was a reasonable stipu- 
lation: it was to avoid approaching the mast; else, the 
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rest, actuated by the same desire of self-m'eservation, would 
soon have overloaded the little vessel, and all would have 
been buried in a watery grave. Lieutenant de la Fond, 
t]ierefore, summoning up all his strength and courage, was 
so happy as to reach the seamen. In a little time after- 
wards, the pilot and master, whom he had left on the mast, 
followed his example, and swimming towards the yawl, 
were seen and taken in. 

The flames still continued raging in the vessel ; and as 
the yawl was still endangered by being within half a league 
of her, she stood a Uttle to windward. Not long subsequent 
to this the fire reached the magazine ; and then to describe 
the thundering explosion which ensued is impossible. A 
thick cloud intercepted the light of the sun ; and amidst 
the terrific darkness, nothing but pieces of flaming timber, 
projected aloft into the air, could be seen, threatening to 
crush to atoms in their fall, numbers of miserable wretches 
still struggling with the agonies of death. Nor were the 
party in the yawl beyond the reach of hazard : it was not 
improbable that some of the fiery fragments might come 
down upon them, and precipitate their frail support to the 
bottom. Though the Almighty preserved them from this 
calamity, they were shocked with the spectacle environing 
them. The vessel had now disappeared; the sea, to a 
great distance, was covered with pieces of wreck, inter- 
mingled with the bodies of those unhappy creatures who 
had perished by their fall. Some were seen who had been 
choked, others mangled, half consumed, and still retaining 
life enough to be sensible of the accumulated horrors over- 
whelming them. 

The fortitude of Lieutenant de la Fond was still pre- 
served, through' the favor of Heaven ; and he proposed ap- 
proaching the wreck, to see whether any provisions, or 
necessary articles might be picked up. He and his com- 
. panions being totally devoid of every thing, were exposed 
to the hazard of a death, even more painful than that which 
the others had suffered, in perishing of famine. But find- 
ing several barrels, which they hoped might contain some- 
thing to relieve their necessities, they experienced great 
mortiiicationy on ascertaining that they were part of the 
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powder that had been thrown OTerboard during the C(»i- 
flagration of their onfortanate vessel. 

As ni(^t approached, they providentially discovered a 
cask of brandy, about fifteen pounds of salt pork, a piece 
of scarlet cloth, twenty yards of linen, a dozen of pipe 
staves, and a small quantity of cordage. When it became 
dark, they durst not venture to retain their present station 
until daylight, without being endangered bv the wreck; 
from the fragments of which they had not then been able 
to disengage themselves. Therefore they rowed as quickly 
away as possible from among them, and bent all their care 
to the management of the yawl. 

The whole began to labor assiduously, and every article 
which could be converted to use was employed. The 
lining of the boat was tore up for the sake of the planks 
and nails ; a seaman luckily had two needles, and the linen 
afforded whatever thread was necessary ; the piece of scar- 
let cloth was substituted for a sail ; an oar was erected for 
a mast, and a plank served for a rudder. The equipment 
of the boat was soon completed, notwithstanding the dark* 
ness of the night— at least as well as circumstances would 
allow. Yet a great difficulty remained ; for wanting charts 
and instruments, and being nearly two hundred leagues 
from land, the party felt at a loss what course to steer. 
Resigning themselves to the Almighty, they offered up fer- 
vent prayers for his direction. 

At length the sail was hoisted, and a favorable breeze 
aoon wafted Lieutenant de la Fond from amidst the bodies 
of his miserable comrades. 

Eight days and nights the adventurers advanced without 
seeing land — snaked and exposed to the scorching heat of 
the sun by day and to intense cold by night But to re- 
lieve the thirst which parched them, they availed them- 
selves of a shower of rain, falling on the sixth, and tried to 
catch a little of it in their mouths and with their hands. 
They sucked the sail, which was wet with the^ rain ; but 
from being previously drenched with sea water, it imparted 
a bitterness to the fresh water which it received. Howeveri 
they did hot complain ; for had the rain been heavier, it 
might have lulled the wind, in the continuance of which 
they rested their hopes of safety. 
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In order to ascertain the proper course, the adyenturers 
paid daily observance to the rising and setting of the sun 
and moon ; and the positidn of the stars pointgd out how 
they should steer. All their sustenance meantime was a 
small piece of pork once in twenty-four hours ; and this 
they were even obliged to relinquish on the fourth day, 
from the heat and irritation it occasioned of their bodies* 
Their beverage was a glass of brandy taken from time to 
time, but it inflamed their stomachs without assuaging the 
thirst that consumed them. Abundance of flying fish were 
seen ; the impossibility of catching any of which only aug- 
mented the pain already endured ; though Lieutenant de 
la Fond and his companions tried to reconcile themselves 
to the scanty pittance that they possessed. Yet the un- 
certainty of their destiny, the want of subsistence, and the 
turbulence of the ocean, all contributed to deprive them of 
repose, which they so much required, and almost plunged 
them in despair. Nothing but a feeble ray of hope pre- 
served them under their accumulated sufierings. 

The eighth night was passed by Lieutenant de la Fond 
at the helm. There he had remained above ten hours, 
after soliciting relief, and at last sunk down under fatigue. 
His miserable companions were equally exhausted, and 
despair began to overwhelm the whole. 

At last, when the united calamities of hunger, thirst, fa- 
tigue, and misery, predicted speedy annihilation, the dawn 
of Wednesday, the 3d of August, 1752, showed this unfor- 
tunate crew the distant land. None but those who have 
experienced the like situation, can form any adequate idea 
of the change which was produced. Their strength was 
renovated, and they were aroused to precayitions against 
being drifted away by the current. They reached the 
coast of Brazil, in six degrees of south latitude, and entered 
Tresson Bay. 

The first object of Lieutenant de la Fond and his com- 
panions, was to return thanks for the gracious protection 
of Heaven. They prostrated themselves on the ground; 
and then in the transports of joy rolled among the sand. 

They exhibited the most frightful appearance : nothing 
human characterized them, which did not announce their 
misfortunes in glaring colors* Some were quite naked ; 

• 
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others had only shirts, rotten, and torn to rags. Lieutenant 
de la Fond bad fastened a piece of the scarlet cloth about 
his waist, in order to appear at the head of his companions^ 
Though rescued from imminent danger, they had still to 
contend with hunger and thirst ; and remained in ignor- 
ance whether they should meet men endowed with hu- 
manity in that region. 

While deliberating on the course they should follow, 
about fifty Portugu se of the settlement, there established, 
advanced and inquired the cause of their presence. Their 
inisfortunes were soon explained, and the recital of them 
proved a sufficient claim for supplying their wants. Deeply 
affected by the account now gived, the Portuguese con- 

Katukted themselves that it had fallen to their lot to re- 
ve the strangers, and speedily led them to their dwel- 
lings. On the way the seamen were rejoiced with the 
sight of a river, into which they threw themselves, plunging 
in the water, and drinking copious draughts of it to allay 
their thirst Afterwards, frequent bathing proved one of 
the best restoratives of health, to which all resorted. 

The chief man of the place next came, and conducted 
Lieutenant de la Fond and his companions to his house, 
about half a league distant from the spot where they had 
landed. He charitably supplied them with linen shirts and 
trowsers, and boiled some fish, the water of which was 
relished as delicious broth. Though sleep Was equally 
necessary as this frugal fiire, the survivors. having learned 
that there was a church within half a lea^e, dedicated to 
St. Michael, repaired thither to render thanks to heaven 
for their miraculous preservation. The badness of the road 
induced such fatigue as compelled them to rest in the vil- 
lage where it stood ; and there the narrative of their mis- 
fortunes, added to the piety which they exhibited, attracted 
the notice of the inhabitants, all of whom hastened to 
minister something to their necessities. After remaining a 
short interval they returned to their host ; who at ni^ht 
kindly contributed another repast of fish. Somethmg 
more invigorating, however, being required by people who 
bad endured so much, they purchased an ox for a quantity 
of the brandy that had been saved from the wreck. 

Paraibo was distant fifteen leagues ; and they had to set 
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out barefoot, and with little chance of finding suitable pro- 
visions on the journey. Thus they smoke-dried their 
present store, and added a little flour to it. In three days 
they began to march, and, under an escort of three sol- 
diers, advanced seven leagues the first day; when they 
were hospitably received by a person, and passed the night 
in his house. On the following evening, a serjeant and 
twenty-nine men arrived, to conduct them to the com- 
mandant of the fortress ; who gave them a friendly recep- 
tion, afibrded them supplies, and provided a boat to Carry 
them to Paraibo. About midnight they reached the town, 
where a Portuguese captain attended to present them to 
the governor, from whom also they experienced the Kko 
attention. Being anxious to reach Fernambuc, to take ad- 
vantage of a Portuguese fleet, daily expected to sail for 
Europe, the governor, in three days more, ordered a cor- 
poral to conduct the party thither. But at this time Lieu- 
tenant de la Pond's feet were so cruelly wounded, that he 
was scarce able to stand ; and on that account was sup- 
plied with a horse. In four days he arrived at Fernambuc, 
where, from difierent naval and military officers, he met 
with the utmost attention and consideration. He and all 
his companions got a passage to Europe in the fleet. 

Lieutenant de la Fond sailed on the 5th of October, and 
reached Lisbon in safety on the 17th of December. Thence 
he procured a passage to Morlaix ; where having rested a 
few days to recruit his strength, he repaired tP Port I'Orient, 
with his health greatly injured by the calamities he had 
suffered, and reduced to a state of poverty, having, after 
twenty-eight years hard service, lost all he had in the 
world. 

By this deplorable catastrophe, nearly three hundred 
persons perished. 
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THE SHllP ISABELLA, 

Off' Hastings^ an the Coast of England, in 1833. 



This wreck i» still visible. She was a fine ship of 340 
tons, and onTers an awfu] evidence of the power of nature 
over the noblest works of art. My heart still sickens with 
dismay at the recollection of the dreadful trials I have 
passe^i through. I have not before bad health and strength 
enough to give you an outline of the particulars, and even 
now I tremble as they pass in review before me. 

All our valuable furniture, plate, books, manuscripts, 
outfit and necessaries had been put on board the Isabella 
in the docks, when she dropped down to Gravesend, where 
I joined her on the evening of Saturday the 16th of Feb- 
ruary, with my wife and three children, a girl of eighteen 
naonths, and two boys of four and six years. We were op- 
posed by contrary winds, and put our pilot on shore on 
Monday evening. On Tuesday the wind freshened into a 
gale ; and the dreadful enervating sickness usually attend- 
ing these scenes, dispoersessed my wife and mysfelf of all 
energy and strength. The wind was now directly against 
us, and every hour increasing its fearful power; but our 
captain, full of intrepidity and confidence, determined to 
proceed, although he left beiiind a fleet of perhaps an hun- 
dred sail. As night closed tlie tempest raged yet more 
fearfully. Our gallant ship was but as a feather on the 
waves' surface, .and all was fearfully dark as any night in 
the black catalogue of tempests; the wind right ahead. 
There was equal peril now in advancing or receding. The 
captan, however, gave his orders with as much precision 
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were crowded by people, all running about in a state of 
the utmost consternation. Few could explain the cause ofi 
it; but, after the confusion had somewhat subsided, it was 
at length discovered that the Amphion frigate had blown 
up'. Though the shock was felt. at a very considerable difih 
tUnce, it is wonderful that, surrounded by the ships in 
Ifhe harbor, close alongside of the jetty, and even lashed 
to another vessel, no damage was done to any thing but 
herself. 

There, however, the effect was dreadful. As tbe ship 
was to put to sea next day, there were nearly an hundred 
men, women, and children above her complement on 
boar:!, taking leave of their friends ; and, besides that) there 
were two dinners given that day. 

Two successive explosions most probably took plaee. 
The first threw Captain Pellew, Captain Swaffield, and the 
first lieutenant, who were drinking wine together, from* 
their seats^ and struck them against the catlings of the 
upper-deck — by which they were in a manner stunncpdL 
da|>tain Pellew, however, Imd sufficient presence of mkid' 
to fiy to the cabin windows ; and, seeing the two hawsei^ 
one slack in the bit and the other tight, threw himsetf, 
with an amazing leap, which the sense of danger aione en* 
afeied him to take, upon the latlwr. lie was taken up by 
the boats, his face much cut by being strock agaibsC tlie 
cartings, and scarcely sensible. The first lieutenant «aved 
hittiseif in the same manner, being a remarkably good' 
swimmer, by leaping out of the eabin windom But' Caf^ 
ismk SwftfBeid perished. It was conjectured that be Had 
been more <s«unned by the Mow^ and in«apadta^ed (Mm. 
eseaptng. His body was found a whole nsonA afterwards^ 
cfitished between the side»>of two vessels^ Catptam Swa^< 
field was to have sailed nest day v^h bis own aUipv tte^ 
Overysset; and his^ brother, Mr. J^ Swaflield^ on tfaedajrof. 
tito aoddent was also to- have dined on^board die Am^Uonf; 
but se>me pevson following him on> bumaess^ bv retanrcd^ 
when on l4ie woy^ and thiir eacaped. 

Abemit ktM amhrMir before the eqDibmn<of4KeAiiM|ihi0iiv. 
ewe <3f hi9ii'4ieutena»t»^ and Lieu4eaant CawpMd)'' af :ikmi 
marines, got a boat at the dockyard stairs, and we»fe\ofSior 
tifetffUipt^MiieiiAiflg to ^elorD tot ihesoflbsieBw at ilihe^ marine 
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barracks immediately ; but the unhappy catastrophe took 
place in the interval. 

The exact number of individuals that perished is un- 
known, and the few survivors could give but little or no 
account of the accident They did not exceed ten in num- 
ber. The fore magazine had taken fire ; and three or four 
men, who were at work in tlie topSj^^ were blown up, and 
fell into the water without much injury from the explosion. 
These, the boatswain, another seaman, the captain, two 
lieutenants, one of the seamen's wives, and a child, were 
all who were saved. The fate of this child was singular. 
The terror of the shock having made its mother grasp it 
fast, the under part of her body was blown away, while the 
upper remained, with the child fast locked in her arms. 

In an instant the hulk to which the ship was lashed ex- 
hibited a horrible spectacle. The deck was covered with 
blood, mangled limbs, and entrails, blackened with gun- 
powder. Shreds of the Amphion's pendant, her rigging, 
and pieces of her shattered timbers, were strewed all around. 
Most of the sufferers belonged to Plymouth and the neigh- 
borhood, from which the ship had originally been manned ; 
and now arms, legs, and lifeless trunks, mangled and dis- 
figured, were collected in sacks, and carried to the hospital 
to be owned. Thither bodies still living, some with the 
loss of limbs, and others having just expired, were also con- 
veying ; while men, women, and children, whose sons, hus- 
bands, and fathers were of the number, flocked round the 
gates beseeching admittance. 

At the moment of the explosion, the sentinel at the 
cabin door happened to be looking at his watch. He felt 
it dashed from his hands— after which he became insensi- 
ble. How he escaped he was altogether ignorant ; never- 
theless he was carried on shore very little hurt. The boat- ' 
swain was standing on the cat-head, directing the men in 
rigging out the jib-boom, when he suddenly felt himself 
driven upwards, and fell into the sea. He then observed 
himself entangled among the rigging, from which he had 
some difficulty in getting clear ; and being taken up by a 
boat belonging to a man-of-war, irwas found that his arm 
was broken. 

One <rf*the surviving seamen declared, diat he was below 
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when the frigate blew up, and went to the bottom in the 
hull ; that he recollected having a knife in his pocket, with 
which he cut his way through the ccmipanion of the gun- 
room, already shattered by the explosion, and letting him- 
self up to the surface of the water, swam unhurt ashore. 
He showed the knife to the officer to whom he related the 
fsLct, and declared that he had been full five minutes under 
the water. 

Amidst the many conjectures formed respecting the 
cause of this unfortunate event, few were attended with 
probability. Suspicions arose that the gunner had been 
abstracting gunpowder to sell, and had concealed what he 
could take by degrees : that thinking himself safe on a day 
that aD on board were entertaining their friends, he had 
neglected to use the necessary precautiojns when among 
the powder. He was observed in liquor in the morning; 
and a sack was afterwards dragged up, filled with gunpow- 
der at bottom and biscuit at the top. 

Next day, about a foot and a half of one of the Am 
phion's masts appeared above water at low tide, and for 
several days the dopk-yard men were occupied in collect- 
ing the shattered masts and yards, and dragging up what 
could be recovered from the wreck. On the 29tn of Sep- 
tember, part of the fore-chains, shattered and splintered, 
was hauled up, all the bolts being forced out ; also the 
head and cut-water. Soon after an attempt was made to 
weigh the Amphion between two frigates, the Castor and 
Iphigenia, which were moored on each side of her. But 
only a few pieces of the ship could be got up, one or two 
of her guns, some chests and cabin mrniture. Several 
bodies, and among the rest a midshipman's, floated out, 
which were all towed by boats to the Royal Hospital stairs, 
to be interred in the burying-ground there. It was shock- 
ing to behold the putrid bodies which, for weeks, Were 
washed out of the vessel ; and when towed round by the 
b(^ts, they would scarce keep together. Even so late as 
th?13th of November, above two months posterior to the 
inelancholy event, w^hen the Amphion was dragged round 
to another part of the dock-yard jetty, to be broke up, the 
body of a woman was washed out from between decks. 
30 
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CUMBERLAND PACKET, 

In the West Indies^ during the dreadjul Hurricane 
in 1804. 




In the dreadful hurricane which took place at Antigua, 
^ on the 4th of September, 1804, several vessels were lost; 
and among others, the Duke of Cumberland packet. Every 
, precaution had been taken, by striking the yards and mafls, 
to secure the vessel ; and the cable hafl held so lon^/that 
some faint hope began to be entertained of riding out the 
gale, when seyeral of the crew were so indiscreet as to quit 
the deck for some refreshment. No sooner had they sat 
down, than a loud groan from the rest of the crew sum- 
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tnoned them on deck. The captain ran forward, and ex- 
claimed — " Airs now over. Lord God have mercy upon 
us!" The cable had parted: the ship hung about two 
minutes by the stream and kedge, and then began to drive 
broadside on. At this moment, the seamen, torn by des- 
pair, seemed for a moment to forget themselves : lamenta- 
tions for their homes, their wives, and their children, re- 
sounded through the ship. Every man clung to a ropej 
and determined to stick to it as long as the ship remained 
entire. For an hour they drifted on, without knowing 
whither. The men continued to hold fest by the rigging, 
while their bodies were beaten by the heaviest rain, and 
lashed by every wave. The most dreadful silence pre- 
vailed. Every one was too intent on his own approaching 
end, to be able to communicate his feelings to another ; and 
nothing was heard but the howUng of the tempest. The 
vessel drove towards the harbor of St. John's ; and two 
alarm guns were fired, in order that the garrison might 
be spectators of their fate — for it wits in vain to think of 
assistance. They soon drove against a large ship, and went 
close under her stern. A faint hope now appeared of being 
stranded on a sandy beach; ^nd the captain therefore or- 
dered the carpenter to get the hatchets all ready to cut 
away the makts, in order to make a raft for those who 
chose to venture upon it. The vessel however drove with 
extreAe violence on some rocks, and the cracking of her 
timbers below was distinctly heard. Every hope now 
vanished, and the crew already began to consider them- 
selves as beings of another world. In order to ease the 
vessel, and if possible prevent her from parting-, the mizen- 
mast was sliffered to remain, to steady the vessel. The 
vessel had struck about two o'clock, and in half an hour 
afterwards the water was up to the lower deck. Never was 
daylight more anxiously wished for, than by the crew of 
this vessel. After having hung so long by the shrouds, 
Ihpy wer^ forced to cling three hours longer before the 
dawn appeared. The sea was making a complete breach 
over the ship, which was laying on her beam ends ; and the 
crew, stiff dnd benumbed, could with difficulty hold against 
the force of the waves, every one of which struck and nearly 
drowned fltcm. 
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The break of day discovered to the wretched mariners 
all the horrors of their situation. The vessel was lying 
upon large rocks, at the foot of a craggy overhanging pre- 
cipice, twice as high as the ship's mainmast ; the wind and 
rain beat upon the crew with unabated viidence, and the 
ship^ lay a miseraUe wreck. Hie first thoughts of the crew 
in the mornbg were naturally directed tto we possibility of 
saving their Uves; and th^fy all agreed that their only 
chance of doing so was by means of the mizen-mast. The 
top-mast and top-gallant-mast were launched put, and 
reached within a few feet of the rock. An attempt was 
made> by one of the crew, to throw a rope with a noose to 
the top of the rock ; but instead of holding by the bushes, 
it brought them away. Another seaman, who from despsdr 
seemed to have imbibed an extraordinary degree of courage, 
followed the first man out on the mast, with the intention 
of throwing himself from the end upon the mercy of the 
rock. He had proceeded to the extremity of the top- 
mllant-mast, and was on the point of leaping amo^g the 
bushes, when the pole of the mast, unable to sustain his 
weight, gave way, and precipitated him into the bosom of 
the waves, from a height of forty feet. Fortunately he had 
carried down with him the piece of the broken mast, and 
instead of being dashed to pieces, "bb was expected, he kept 
himself above water until he was hobted up. 

All hopes of being saved by the mizen-mast were now at 
an end ; and while the crew were meditatii^ in sullen si- 
lence on their situation, Mr* Doncaster, the chief Inate, un* 
known to any one, went out on the bowsprit, and having 
reached the end of the jib-boom, threw himself headlong 
into the water. He had scarcely fallen, when a tremen- 
dous wave threw him upon the rock^ and left him dry. 
There he remained motionless, until a second wave washed 
him still farther up, when clinging to some roughness in 
the cliff, he began to scramble up the rock ; and in about 
half an hour he with infinite difficulty reached the summit 
of the cliff. The crew anxiously watched every rftep he 
took, and prayed for his safety — conscious that their own 
preservation depended solely upon it. Mr. Doncaster im- 
mediately went round to that part of the precifice nearest 
the vessel, and received a rope thrown from tte main*lop, 
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which he fastened to some trees. By means of this rope, 
the whole of the crew were, in the space of three hours, 
hoisted to the top of the cli£ 

The whole of the ship's company having assembled on 
the rock, bent their steps towards town. The plain before 
them had, in consequence of the heavy rains, become 
ahnost impassable; but after wading about three miles 
through fields of canes, and often plunged up to the neck 
in water, they reached St. John's in safety ; where they 
would have died for want of food and necessaries, had it 
not been for the kind offices of a mulatto tailor, who sup- 
plied them with clothes, beds, and provisions, and did them 
other kind offices of hmnanity. 



V 




30* 
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NARRATIVE 



THE SHIPWRECK 



ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, 

On the Island of Sannac^ near the North-West Coast 
of America,; with an Account of the Voyage and 
Shipwreck of the Long-boat^ and Sufferings of the 
Author. 




Early in May, 1806, 1 entered as seaman on board the 
Barnes Indiaman, at London, on a voyage to China; and 
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arrived at Canton in January, 1807. I deserted from the 
Thames, and shipped on board the, American ship Eclipse, 
of Boston ; a new ship, on her first voyage, commanded 
by Captain Joseph O'Kean. She was chartered by the 
Russian American Company, for their settlements at Kams- 
chatka, and the north-west coast of America, with a cargo 
of nankeens, tea, silks, sugar, rice, and other articles, the 
produce of China. The number of the crew, including of- 
ficers, jtmounted to twenty-eight; four or five, of which 
were procured from the Indiaman. Th«re was also a 
Russian supercargo. 

We arrived at Kamschatka in July, where we discharged 
nearly one-third of our cargo. We left this place on the 
8th of August, and proceeded on our voyage to the north- 
west coast of America. Nothing material occurred till the 
10th of September. On the morning of that day it blew 
hard from the south, and the ship was reduced to close 
reefed topsails. Aboqt three in .the afternoon, the gale 
increased to such a degree, that it became necessary to take 
in the fore and raizen top-sails. Whilst the men were on 
the yards, they discovered land off the lee bow, distant 
about five or six leagues. We conjectured it to be that part 
of the continent called Aliaska. The ship's course was 
immediately altered from north-east to east ; and the wea- 
ther proving more moderate in the evening, stood on, close 
hauled, but did not set more sail. About ten at night, the 
alarm was given, that there were breakers ahead, and on 
the lee bow. Mr. Brinkman, the chief mate, who h^ the 
charge of the watch, in^mediately went to the mi^en top- 
mast head ; and observing there was room to wear the 
i^p, hastened below to report the circumstance to the cap- 
tain. When he returned upon deck, he instantly went to 
the wheel, and. ordered us to our stations^ w;ith the inten- 
tion of wearing; .but the captain, who followed him, was 
of 4 different opinion. He said what he saw was only 
white water^ fM^d not, breakers: that there was no dapger, 
^d ordered us to stand on our couii^e. He had scarcely 
given this order before the ship plunged, and struck with 
such >viplence a^ tq knock away the fprerfoot ; and the watch 
below were driven from their hamniocks against the dQ^ 
The sea running very high, she beat so hard that in a few 
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miDutes the rudder was unshipped, and th^ stem-post 
forced up through the poop. As she still had way upon 
her, she shot over the reef into deep water. Upon sound- 
ing we found seventeen fethoms. It was immediately de- 
termined to let go the anchor, and remain by the ship as 
long as she would swim. In case she went down, we 
hoped to save our lives by the long-boat, which was accord*- 
ingly cleared and hoisted out, that she might be ready. 
Seven of the guns were at the same time thrown overboard, 
in order to keep her above water until daylight. The car- 
penter attempted to sound the well; but, owing to some 
obstruction, could not get down the sounding-rod. I was 
sent below with him to bore a hole beside the pump through 
the lower deck ; but on taking off the after hatch, we found 
the water as high as the shifting boards. 

Early on the morning of the 11 th, to our great joy, we 
saw land to the leeward of us, distant about three or four 
leagues. It was immediately determined to watch the lull, 
slip the cable, and cast the ship's head in shore, and steer 
her for it with the jib and fore-top-sail. After she was 
under weigh, the captain ordered, that any of the crew that 
could not swim should go into the long-boat astern, and be 
ready as soon as she struck to come dongside for the rest, 
as he expected that she would then go to pieces. As soon 
as she struck, all hands came into the boat, and went for 
the shore, the captain taking his quadrant, until the tide 
should ebb, when he expected she would be nearly dry. 
We landed between eleven and twelve o'clock in the fore- 
noon. 

The land upon which we were thrown presented a most 
dreary appearance : it was an extensive plain, intersected 
by pools of fresh water, stretching about five miles from 
the sea, and terminating by two mountains. The ground 
was covered with heath and moss ; not a tree nor a busib 
was to be seen ; neither did five observe the least trace of 
human habitations. As the land afforded us no sustenance, 
we turned our attention to the sea, and when the tide 
ebbed found some large muscles. Having satisfied our 
hunger with some raw muscles, We prepiared to go off to 
the ship; but on our way off we had the mortification to 
see her &11 over on her beam ends. When we reached the 
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ship, we foand that we could do nothing with her ; and 
were preparing to leave her, when we discovered in the 
bottom of the long-boat the carpenter's axe. We then cut 
the parrel and gear of the main-top-sail yard, and let it 
drive clear of the wreck ; while we went to cut away the 
topmasts, and then left her for that day. On our way 
ashore we found the main-top-sail yard, and took it in tow ; 
and landed again about six o'clock in the evening. The 
approach of night rendering some shelter necessary, we 
made a sort of tent with aisail, and lay down on the moss, 
cold and wet, and spent a most uncomfortable night. 

Next morning, the 12th, we set off along shore, in search 
of any thing that might have driven from the ship ; and 
found, in a bay at no great distance from our tent, a barrel 
of rosin, the arm-chest, with one or two small carbines, 
some swan shot, and, what was of greater consequence to 
us, several caulking irons and mallets. On finding these, 
we went to the i^nip ; but the sea was so high w« could 
not come near her,, and we returned to our tent. 

On the 13th, 14th, and 15th, we were employed in re- 
pairing the boat, which bad begun to get very leakj. 
Having picked some oakum, we paulked the seams as well 
as we could. Over the places where this was insufficient, 
we nailed pieces of boards, and caulked round the edges. 
Although we could not pay the seams, having nothing to 
melt our rosin in, we succeeded in making her tolerably 
tight. 

Ob the 16th, several pieces of wreck, and some sails 
were secured. This day was chiefly employed in prepara- 
tions for going off to the wreck, we formed a grappling 
iron by lashing four bolts together, and bending them ; and 
made a line out of the rigging that came ashore wiUi the 
spars. This proved of great service in fishing up articles 
from the wreck. Every thing being ready, and the 17th 
proving fine, we set off at da]^-break ; and taking the car- 
penter's axe with us, we cut a large hole in her side, just 
before the main channels. With the grappling irons we 
hooked several sails, and a number of other articles, such 
as boxes of silks and nankeens ; and made three diffejent 
trips to the wreck this day. 

On the 18th we were busy in making a larger tent with 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



358 SHIPWRECK OF ARCHIBA.LD CAMPBELL. 

the sails we had got. We set up two smaU spars at each 
end, and laid a studdingHsail boom across the top of them. 
Over this we spread a tdp-sail, hung smaller sails at the 
ends, and placed planks roundthe bottom, to preVent them 
from being blown up by the wind. With the soft moss of 
the island for beds, and planks to sit upon, we now found 
ourselves pretty comfortable in every respect but one— all 
our attempts to kindle a fire proved unavailing, and we 
were obliged to eat our victuals raw. Observing a flight of 
large birds, resembling ravens, carrying something in their 
talons, we watched where they alighted ; and, going to the 
spot, found several parcels of pork and beef which they had 
picked up, the barrels being staved by the rotks. In this 
manner we procured about a dozen of pieces. We again 
Went off to the wreck in the afternoon, to see what we 
could get on shore, as it had every appearance of a gale of 
wind ; and managed to get three of our chests out of the 
vessel before dark, and among them mine. It contained 
only one shirt and my Bible, which I had put into one of 
those squares, common in sailors' chests, for holding case 
bottles, and in which it was firmly fixed, in consequence of 
having swelled with the water. I was at great pains in 
drying it in the sun, and succeeded so well that I could 
read any part of it. Itwa^ afterwards saved from a second 
wreck ; and in my future hardships and sufferings, the pe- 
rusal of it formed my greatest consolation. It is still in 
my possession, being the only article I brought with me 
when I returned to my hative country. 

We also secured this day, a barrel of fine biscuit : it was 
soaked with salt water, but was, nevertheless^, a most ac- 
ceptable addition to our store. In the night, between the 
18th and 19th, it blew so hard from the south, that the 
ship went to pieces before morning. At day-break, we dis- 
covered on a small isle, separated from the land by a chan- 
nel which was dry at low water, the fore part of the ship, 
which had driven high upon the beach. Had we been able 
to have moved it to a better situation, it would have made 
an excellent hut; but this was beyond our strength. It 
was bioken up, and gradually removed when we had 
time. Some more fragments of tbe> wreck, consisting of 
knees and planks, came on shore this day. We also re- 
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coTered a few packages of nankeens and chests of tea, 
which we spread on the moss to dry. 

Our horizon to the south being interrupted by the reef, 
the captain and mate weot out in the long-boat, to deter- 
mine the latitude by a meridian altitude of the sun. The 
result of the observations gave 54 deg. 52 min. north, as 
the latitude of the south side of ttie island. 

We made a number of trips to the wreck in the course 
of the ten following days, and saved a considerable part of 
the cargo, consisting of chests of tea, packages of jiankeens, 
and bags of rice. The last time we went off to the wreck, 
before the arrival of the Indians, the wind was off shore, 
and began to blow so fresh that we were obliged to desist 
from our labors!. After having secured a few more sails, 
some coils of cordage^ and two* bales of silks, having only 
two oars and a heavy boat to row, we reached the diore 
before ddrk, after a most fatiguing pull. By this time so 
much of the wreck was recovered, that we determined to 
build a vessel large enough to carry us to the Sandwich 
Islands, where we were sure of meeting with an American 
ship. Our principal attention was now turned to that ob- 
ject ; and we began our preparations by collecting into one 
place planks and other pieces of wood for the purpose. 

Our necessary occupations, and the unpromising appear- 
anqe of the country, had hitherto prevented us from leav- 
ing the neighborhood of our hut ; but we had seen nothing 
that led us to imagine that the island was inhabited. We 
were, however, visited on the 28th by a party of native^, 
who had traced the fragments of wreck along shore. 

About mid-day we saw them approach in three small 
skin canoes, with one Indian in each. One of them, who 
had a gold medal about his neck, came forward, and ad- 
dressed us in the Russian language. The captain, who 
had made a former voyage to these settlements, and under- 
stood a few words of the language, contrived to make our 
situation known* to him. He immediately dispatched one 
of his companions to a village on the northern part of the 
island for assistance, and the other to Oonalaska, to give 
information to the commandant of the Russian settlements 
on that island. 

Next day, about forty Indians, men and women, came 
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and encamped beside us. Hiey made huts for themselTef, 
by setting up planks, leaning agiinst each other at the top, 
and throwing earth upon them, over which they put a cor- 
ering of grass.* 

They brought a supply of pnm8u>ns, consisting of ber'* 
rieS| oil, blubber, and dried salmon ; and gave us a riiaife 
of all they had with the greatest liberality. 

By the assistance of the Indians, who towed our boat 
with their canoes, we made two more trips to the wreck, 
and were successful in saving a considerable quantity of the 
cargo, as well as several articles of greater use to us for our 
intended vessel ; such as bolts of canvas, cordage, and 
other naval stores, being part of the rigging of the ship 
that was stranded in the harbor of St. Peter and St. Paul. 
In saving these articles, the grappKng-ircns proved of the 
ffreatest service ; for though the wreck lay in about three 
fathoms, the water was so clear, when the wind was south- 
erly, that we could distinctly see what lay at the bottom. 
A considerable part of the ship still held together. 

In about a week after this, Mr. Bander, the Russian 
commandant of Oonalaska, arrived in a larg^ skin canoe or 
baidare, with twenty or thirty Indians, who also hutted 
themselves beside us. The presence of so many visitors 
formed a singular contrast to the solitude in which we had 
hitherto lived. Our tent was now in the centre of a busy 
and populous village. 

Our chief attention was now turned towards our vessel, 
and we had a reasonable prospect of completing her by the 
aid of our visitors. 

From Oonalaska we procured twelve Indians who could 
use the axe ; and Mr. Bander promised us the assistance 
of Russian carpenters from Eodiak. To obtain which, as 
well as to report the loss of the ship to the governor of the 
Russian setUements, the long-boat was fitted out for a 
voyage to Eodiak. About the 6th of NovemW the neces- 
sanr repairs were begun. 

The seams were payed with a composition of the rosin 
that had been saved from the wreck, and train oil, boiled 
to a consistence in the kettles of the Indians. A kind of 
spar deck was formed, by laying the boards of the hat- 
boxes over the thwarts ; and upon these we nailed a tar- 
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paulin. A hatch-way wag left at the stern, by which we 
got below, and in which the man at the helm could stand* 
We laid a small platform on the bottom, and covered it 
with skins. This formed a berth into \*rhich one cpuld 
creep, but it was too low to allow us to sit upright. Out 
of tlie ship's spanker 1 made a suit of sails. She wad rigged 
a sloop, and provided with a cable and grapnel. She was 
small enough for a voyage of five hundred miles at such u 
season, being only twenty-two feet long, and measuring 
about six ton. She, however, proved an excellent sea 
boat. 

Every thing being completed by the 17th, we laid in our 
stores, consisting of dried salmon, berries, and oil, with a 
cask of water ; and sailed on the following morning. The 
crew consisted of Mr. Bertram, second mate, myself, and 
seven more of the crew, and pne Indian, who acted 9B 
pilot. ^ 

The island on which we had now remained two months, 
is called by the natives Sannack : by Captain Cook it is 
named Halibut Island. It is situated in latitude 54 deg. 
27 min. north, longitude 197 deg. east, and' lies ten or 
twelve leagues to the south of the promontory of Aliaski, 
and about sixty east of Oonalaska. It is quite flat, with 
the exception of two mountains ; is eight or ten miles long, 
and about six broad. The main land could be distinctly 
seen ; and the remarkable volcano mentioned by Captain 
Cook, bore north-north-west from our tent. It was con- 
stantly smoking during the day, and at night we could fre- 
quently see the flames. 

The land produces nothing eatable but berries. To the 
"south lies the dangerous reef upon which we were wrecked. 
It is of great extent ; for when at the ship, we observed 
breakers a considerable distance to the southward. 

There is a village of twelve or fifteen Indian families at 
the northern extremity of the island. These people aie 
under the government of the Russians, for whom they pro- 
vide furs for the American company. They are quite an in- 
ofiensive race, converts to the Greek church ; and if not 
very devout, are at least very attentive to the ceremonial 
part of crossing themselves. " 

Their appearance and manners will be afterwards noore 
31 
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particularly described. As the whole of their sustenance, 
clothing, and indeed every article they make use of, except 
a few berries, are the produce of the sea, they are extreme- 
ly expert in managing their canoes, and most ingenious in 
their modes of catching fish and other sea animals. They 
are excellent marksmen with the ^ij9e and spear. To the 
latter they fix a bladder, which prevents the wounded ani- 
mal from taking it under water ; and dart it with great 
force and certainty by means of a throwing stick. 

Like all other savages I have seen, they are immoderate- 
ly fond of spirits and tobacco. 

We sailed from Sannack, in the long-boat, on the morn- 
ing of the 18th of November; but had scarcely been an 
hpur at sea, before we discovered a leak in the counter, 
which forced us to put back. 

Having repaired the damage, we again set sail next 
morning, with a fair southerly wind. Our little vessel made 
better weather than could have been expected ; and so 
long as it continued moderate, she scudded before the sea 
perfectly dry. We boomed out the fore-sail on the weather 
side, and the wind being fair, proceeded on our voyage at 
a great rate. About noon it freshened into a smart gale, 
and the sea rose considerably, frequently curling over the 
stern in an alarming manner. Our open cock-pit rendered 
this extremely dangerous ; till we adopted an expedient, of 
which I fortunately recollected having read in the voyages 
of some Dutch navigators, who used oil to smooth the sea. 
Upon trying the experiment, it proved an effectual remedy. 
We lashed a keg of oil upon the taffrail, allowing a small 
stream to run from it, which spread a scum over the sur- 
face in our wake, and completely prevented the waves 
from topping. 

About ten at night we were close in with an island of 
considerable height, and attempted to pass leeward ; but 
were prevented by breakers, which obliged us to tack and 
pass on the outside. A round lofty rock lies a quarter of 
a mile to the south-west. The channel within seemed also 
full of rocks ; and we were obliged to make another tack 
before we could weather it. Our situation, for about two 
hours after this, was very alarming : we passed many sunk 
rocks, and were repeatedly obliged to tack in order to 
avoid them. 
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At day-break we found ourselves near a barren island, 
four or five miles in length, lying to the south of a larger 
one named Ungar. We passed through the sound between 
them; and coasting along the southern shore of Ungar, 
arrived about 10 A.M. at a village, situated upon the 
eastern part of the island, after a run of a hundred and 
sixty miles. 

We found the. settlement here in the most distressing 
situation. The whole of the male inhabitants, except the 
Russian overseer and his son, and the Indian interpreter, 
having gone out to catch seals, about three weeks before 
this time, a severe gale of wind came on, which their slight 
canoes were unable to resist ; and every one of them per- 
ished. This dreadful calamity did not prevent the sur- 
vivors from receiving us with the kindest hospitality. We 
were lodged in the liot bath, which was effectually warmed 
by the steam of water thrown upon red hot stones. 

Ungar is nearly twenty miles in length. In the interior 
the country rises into lofty mountains : near the sea it is 
more level, and is covered with brushwood ; but produces 
no vegetable food except berries, and a root from which 
the Russians make the liquor called quass. We remained 
eight days at this place, during which we went out several 
times to shoot deer, with which the island abounds, accom- 
panied by the son of the overseer and the interpreter. We 
had tolerable sport, and the venison made a most accepta- 
ble addition to our store. 

The natives seem, in ail respects, the same as those at 
Sannack. The settlement consisted of one Russian and 
about thirty Indian families. The houses of the latter were 
built of mud, in the form of a bee-hive, with a hole at the 
top instead of a door. They had no fire-places, but warmed 
themselves by means of lamps made out of flat hollow 
stones, with rush wicks ; which, when cold, they placed 
under their frocks. One cooking place served for the 
whole village. 

We sailed on the morning of the 28th, with the wind at 
north-west, and steered between the main land and a small 
isle to the east of Ungar. Before we reached the open sea, 
the wind headed us, and blew with such violence, as to 
force us back to the harbor we left in the morning. Gales 
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from the north-east, with heavy fails of snow, prevented »iu 
from sailing for the eight following <iays. I employed my^ 
self in making a square-sail out of a bolt of canvas we bad 
for the purpose. Having laid in a store of deer's iieEh^ 
dried and boiled, the only provisions the plajce a&irdedj'we 
again sailed on the morning of the 6th of Dec«nbei — ^the 
wind strong from the west, with squalls, accompanied with 
90OW showers. The excessive cold rftade us feel severely 
liie want of a caboose, or fire-place, in the boat. 

Soon after, whilst crossing a deep bay, the wind cho{^9ed 
round to the north-west, and blew so hard at times as to 
oblige us to take in all our sails. We endeavored to run 
under the west point of the bay, where there seemed to be 
good shelter ; but we feU to leeward, and were under ap- 
prehensions that we should not be able to weather the 
point that formed its eastern extremity. Mr. Bertram pro* 
posed to run the boat ashore ; but the surf was so heavy, 
that the attempt would have been extremely hazardous. I 
was of opinion that we might weather the point by carry- 
ing sail ; and he allowed me to take the helm. Having set 
our close-reefed main-sail and storm-jib, the whole crew, 
except myself, went below, and lay as much as possible to 
the weather side ; by which means the boat was enabled to 
carry sail till we cleared the bead. After this we had the 
wind upon our quarter ; and the evening proving fine, we 
made great progress. 

The channel or strait, which separates Kodiak from the 
continent, is about fifteen leagues in breadth ; and, as &r 
as I could judge, is free from danger, except close in shore. 

We entered by moonlight the strait between Kodiak and 
several smaller islands to the east, with a strong tide in our 
favor ; and were clear of it before daylight. 

Being in want of water, we landed early in the morning, 
and having kindled a fire, had a warm breakfast before em- 
barking. The country here was well wooded with pines; 
but we saw no inhabitants. We made sail about eleven, 
and entered the harbor of Alexandria before dark. We 
hoisted a Russian jack which we had on board, upon 
which a Baiderai came ofl" and towed us in. There were 
two ships and a brig at anchor in the bay. 

Alexandria is the principal Russian settlement in the 
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Fox Islands, and the residence of the governor; upon 
whom we waited itnmediately upon our landing, with our 
letters from Mr. Bander. 

He gave each of us a tumbler of brandy/ and sent us to 
the cazerne, or barracks, where the Russian convicts lodged. 

The brig which lay in the harbor was ordered to be fitted 
out for Sannack, for the purpose of taking in that part of 
the cargo of the Eclipse which had been saved from the 
wreck. As it would take a considerable time before she 
could be got ready, the governor ordered us to return in 
the boat, with the carpenter and tools required for our ves* 
«el, that no time might be lost. 

We remained here three weeks, and during that time we 
were employed in preparations for our return* The boards 
we had nailed on the boat's bottom were stripped off, and 
she was thoroughly repaired by the Russian carpenters. A 
caboose for our fire was made, by sawing a cask in two, 
and filling it with gravel, and secured by lashing it to the 
mast. We also provided ourselves with a compass, the 
want of which we had experienced in our voyage thither ; 
our view of the land having been almost constantly inter- 
cepted by fogs and snow showers. 

Mr. Baranoff, the governor, gave us a chart of the Fox 
Islands and adjoining continent; and furnished us with 
letters, in case we should find it necessary to touch at any 
of the Russian settlements. He also sent three carpenters 
to assist in the construction of our vesseK 

By the 8th of January, 1808, every thing was completed ; 
and we had laid in a good stock of provisions, consisting 
of salted pork and bear's iflesh, two skin bags of rusk, two 
casks of water, and a keg of rum, with preserved berries 
and blubber for the Indians. 

We quitted the harbor of Alexandria on the morning of 
the 9th of January (O. S.), on our voyage back to Halibut 
Island. 

With a fine breeze of southerly wind we coasted along 
the north-east shore of Kodiak, leaving on our right a clus- 
ter of islands which lie to the eastward. Upon the largest, 
which is called Afognac, I was informed there are several 
Russian settlements. 

This is the finest part of the island I have seen, the 
31* 
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' : i.. i ". 

country being covered with wood^ chiefly of the ]Hne>tnhe, 
and many of the trees of great size. The other islands ate 
also well wooded.. 

In the evening the ttrind died away, and the* tide turned 
against us when nearly half way through the straits* We 
anchored for the night in a cove on the larboard side. 

Next morning, at daylight, we weighed with a strong 
breeze fK>m the east, which soon carried us clear to the 
strait. Upon reaching the open sea, we shaped our course 
to the ncNTth-west. 

The headland or cape, which forms the extremity on tb^ 
starboard hand, is perfectly level on the summit for nearly 
a mile, and terminates in a lofty perpendicular clifi". 

On the following day the wind changed to the north" 
west, and blew hard, with a heavy sea. As it was directly 
against us, with every appearance of a gale coming on, we 
were obUged to bear away for a harbor. At noon, we 
reached a well sheltered bay, on the northern side of Ko- 
diak. From the threatening appearance of the weather, U 
was judged prudent to haul the boat on shore ; and there 
being no habitations within reach, we were under the ne^ 
cessity of living on board. 

The bay was surrounded by high mountains, with a 
rocky shore, except at our landing place, where there was 
a small extent of sandy beach. The whole country was^ 
at this time, many feet deep with snow, which preventeo 
us from making any distant excursions. At this place we 
were forced by the weather to remain ten days. 

The dread of famine at last obliged us to put to sea, al- 
though the state of the weather was by no means favorable 
for the prosecution of our voyage. The sorroundii^ 
country produced no food of any kind, and our stock of 
provisions was nearly expended. We left the bay, in hopes 
of reaching a settlement called Karlouski, which lay at no 
great distance to the west. 

We launched the boat on the morning of the £l8t, and 
stood over towards the main land. When about mid- 
channel, we discovered that the boat had sprang a leak: : 
at the same time a heavy fall of snow came on> aocomfMi- 
ied with violent squalls. The leak gained so mudi:Upon 
us, that it became absolutely necessary to run for the near- 
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est shore ♦ Had the day been clear, we might have got 
back to the harbor we had quitted in the iQorning ; but the 
snow rendered it so dark, that we could scarcely see a 
boat's length ahead. We had therefore no resource but to 
put before the wind, and trust our lives to Providence. 

The first view we had of the shore was most alarming : 
we were completely embayed, with a heavy surf breaking 
amongst the rocks; whilst, at the^ame time, the violence 
of the gale, and the state of the boat, were such as to pre- 
clude any hc^s.of working out of the bay. We therefore 
turned tnye bow to that part of the shore which seemed 
clearest of rocks ; and a sea carried us so far up^ that when 
it retired we were left almost dry. The next wave carried 
us a little further, upon which the second mate imprudently 
let go the anchor. When it retired, we all jumped out, 
and reached the shore in safety. Upon the return of the 
swell, the boat swung round, with her head to the sea ; and 
being prevented by the anchor from driving farther up, she 
almost immediately went to pieces upon the rocks. 

That part of the island on which we were cast wap quite 
barren, and many miles distajit from the nearest settlement ; 
the path to which lay across motintain9 covered with snow. 

After <:^ollectin^ what we could save of the wreck of the 
boat, we set out m search of some place to shelter us for . 
the night; and fortunately discovered at no great distance, 
one of those huts that are constructed for Sie use of the 
fox and bear huQters, It was too small to admit of a fire 
in the inside ; but the number of people crowded into it, 
rendered the cold less intense ;; and we lighted a fire in the 
open air, at which we made ready piur provisions. 

Upon examining our remainiiag stock, we found, that 
with the utmost economy, it would not last above three or 
four days. It became, thereforoy necessary to form some 
p)aa to extricala ourselves from 9Q deplorable « situation. 

The bay in which we were wrecked was surrounded with 
high mountains, which ran down to the shore, terminating 
in i steep rang^ of rocks, or what sirilors call aiiirOKirbovuid 
coast. Karl^ttsk), tti^ neiufest settlement, Jay, aa we were 
infarn^d by our Russian co«npanians, at a coyuiderable 
^istunc^ to.the^ we»ti We delibemted wfaeitfaor |re should 
attempt to reach it by crossing the mountains, or by going 
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along shore at low water. The danger and difficulty of 
making our journey over the snow, deterred us from adopt- 
ing the first plan ; we therefore fixed on the latter^ and 
determined to set out on our journey next morning. 

On the morning of the 22d we quitted the hut, leaving 
one of the Russians and our Indian pilot to take charge ot 
what we had saved from the boat. 

Having proceeded some distance, we were interrupted 
by a reef of rocks, over which it was necessary to wade. I 
was provided with strong seal-skin boots ; but unfortunate^ 
ly, in crossing they were filled with water ; which, the cold 
being so severe, the exercise of walking did not prevent 
from freezing. In a short time I lost all feeling in my feet, 
but was able to keep up with my companions, till our pro- 
gress along shore was completely stopped by a mountain 
which projected into the sea. Finding it impossible to get 
round the base, we attempted to climb over the summit* 
It was very steep, and in many places crusted with ice. I 
had by this time entirely lost the use of my feet, and with 
all my exertions, was unable to keep pace with my com- 
panions. In many places I was forced to dig steps in the 
ice and snow, with a pair of boots I had on my hands for 
that purpose. At length, after great labor and fatigue, I 
gained what I imagined to be the summit It proved, how- 
ever, to be little more than half way up ; and the higher 
part of the mountain Was quite inaccessible. I endeavored 
to descend again ; but in a short time found that the state 
of my feet rendered the attempt unavailing. I had no al- 
ternative but to slide down ; and, therefore, throwing away 
the boots, and placing my hands behind me, to direct my 
course, I came down with such velocity, that, at the foot 
of the hill, I sunk at least ten feet into the frozen snow. I 
was at first almost suffocated, till I made a little room by 
pressing the snow from me. I called as loud as I was able 
for assistance ; but could not make my companions hear 
me, although I heard their. voices perfectly well calling up- 
on me. I at length relieved myself, by compressing the 
snow till it became sufficiently hard to bear my weight I 
then planted my feet into it, aiid reached the surface. 

We turned back, and endeavored to proceed by a valley 
which lay behind the mountain. My feet by this time were 
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frozen, never to recover ; and I was so ill able to ascend, 
that I was frequently blown over by the windi and soqae- 
times driven a considerable way down the hilL, Exhausted 
by these fruitless trials to keep up with the rest, I becamja 
totally unable to proceed, and was left to my fate. I laid 
myself down on the snow in a state of despair. Having 
recovered a little, I resolved to make another attempt to 
follow the track of my companions, but had dot proceeded 
lar, when I met them coming down the hill, which had 
proved to be impassable. i -. : 

We now set off on our return to the hut, but were soon 
interrupted by a steep rock, which the rising tide prevented 
us from passing. We had no resource but to wait till low 
water next, day, and to pass the night where, we were. 
This was a most unfortunate circumstance for me ; for had 
I reached the hut, and got my feet dried,^ they would in 
all likelihood have recovered. It blew hard, and the night 
was piercingly cold: we therefore returned to the valley, 
where there was at least some sh^ter from tiie wind. 

The Russians, who knew the effects of cold, informed 
us that the effects of lying down would be fatal. Although 
well aware of this, I was so much overcome by cold and 
fatigue, that I several times dropped asleep upon my feet ; 
but my companions, who had not suffered so much, took 
care to arouse me. 

Next morning we again set off for the hut, and met with 
no interruption till we came to the reef where I had got 
my feet wet In consequence of the high wind, the swell 
was heavier than it had been the dav before ; and my feet 
were so powerless, that a wave washed me completely off 
the reef into deep water. It was fortunately towards the 
shore ; and on the returning wave I recovered my footing, 
and succeeded in getting over. 

I followed my companions as ^ell as my exhausted 
strength and the state of my feet would permit ; but fell 
considerably behind, and had entirely lost sdght of them, 
when my progress was impeded by a projecting crag, 
through which a natural perforation formed the only pas- 
sage. The entrance was elevated a considerable way from 
the ground ; and that part of the rock over which it was 
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necessary to scramble, was nearly perpendicular} and al- 
most covered with ice. 

With a little assistance I could have easily got over ; but 
situated as I was, my own exertions were of little avail. 
My feet were of no use in climbing, and I was obliged to 
drag myself up by my hands, in doing which they also 
were frozen. After many ineffectual attempts, I had, as. I 
thought, gained the top ; but when I tried to lay hold of 
the projection in the rock, my fingers refused to perform 
their office, and I fell to the ground. 

The tide was fast rising, and the surge already washed 
the spot where I stood. In a few minutes it would have 
been too late ; and I must have perished had I been obliged 
to remain another tide, with my feet and hands frozen, and 
my whole body wet. As a last resource, I collected a few 
stones, which I had just strength to pile sufficiently high to 
enable me to get over. 

This took place early in the day, and the hut was 
only a few miles farther on ; but I was so much enfeebled, 
that I did not reach it till dusk. 

I never again walked on my feet ; but, by the blessing 
of God, recovered the use of my hands, with the loss of 
only two fingers. 

I was treated with great humanity, upon my arrival, by 
the Russians, who had preserved their clothes dry in seal- 
skin bags. They gave me a suit ; and having cut off my 
boots, wrapped my feet and hands in flannel drawers. I 
was laid upon a bed of dried grass, after having satisfied 
my hunger with some rusk and blubber, which were the 
only provisions that remained. 

As our stock was so low, no time was to be lost in pro- 
curing assistance. Accordingly, the two who had remained 
set out next morning, to endeavor to reach the settlement 
by the mountains. 

On the third day after their departure our provisions 
were completely exhausted ; but the weather had been 
tolerable, and we knew that if they succeeded, they would 
lose no time in sending us relief. 

On the 27th, those who had been on the look-out brought 
the joyful intelligence, that five canoes were in sight; 
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which proved to have been sent by our companions, who 
had reached the village in safety. 

We quitted the hut on the 28th, in the canoes, which 
were baidarkas, with three seats in each. In crossing a 
bay we encountered a heavy sea : in order to keep me dry 
I was put below, and the hole in which I sat was stuffed 
up with the gut frock. 

It was a great relief to me when we got into smoother 
water ; for the space into which 1, was crammed was so 
small, that I had nearly been suffocated. We arrived at 
Karlouski in the evening. 

This settlement consisted of about thirty Indian families, 
and several Russians. The latter lived together in a caz- 
erne, and the Indians in huts, which at this place were 
built of logs, wood being plenty. I was carried to the caz-^ 
erne, where I was laid upon a bed of skins, and treated 
with the utmost attention ; but as the place afforded no 
medical .assistance^ my feet and hands began to mortify, 
and my health was hitherto so much impaired, that I was 
frequently in a state of delirium. 

We remained here till about the 25th of February, when 
we took our passage in a baiderai, or large skin-boat, bound 
to Alexandria, with a cargo of furs, berries, oil and fish. 
They had for provisions the salmon roe, preserved in train 
oil, and kept in bladders. This was by them esteemed a 
delicacy, but it was too strong for my stomach. 

The first night we landed at a village constructed differ- 
ently from any I had hitherto seen. The whole of the 
houses except the roofs, were under ground, and commu- 
nicated with each other by a subterraneous passage. Bad 
weather, and contrary winds, detained us at this place 
eleven days. 

We sailed again on the 7th of March. The wind being 
fair, we hoisted a square-sail, and ran before it at a great 
rate. There is a group of small islands abreast of the 
south point of North Island, at which place the tides meet, 
causing a heavy breaking sea ; and as the baiderai wag 
deeply loaded, it had a frightful appearance. The frame 
of the vessel was so extremely slight, that when between 
the waves she was bent into a deep curve, and whilst on 
the top of the wave the two ends were as much depressed. 
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{ Was in constant apprehension that the frame would give 
wiiy. She, however, went through the sea'dtyer'thatt a 
stiffer vessel would have done ; and we reached the harbpr 
of Alexandria on the 9th, without ally accident. 

Upon our /irrival at Alexandria, I was immediately car- 
ried to the hospital. The surgeon, on examining my feet, 
found them in a state of mortification. He used poultices 
of rye, and other applications, for several days, in hopes of 
effecting a cure. On the second day he cut off one of my 
fingers. I lost a joint of another, but all the rest recovered. 

Finding no favorable symptoms in my feet, he informed 
me that I must submit to lose thetn in order to save my 
life. I had no idea that the case was so hopeless, and was 
not prepared for such an alternative. I requested three 
days to consider. At the end of that time I told him I had 
made up mind, and would submit to the operations. Ac- 
cordingly, he amputated one of them on the fifteenth of 
March, and thb other on the seventeenth of April follow- 
ing. Unfoltunately for me he' cut them off below the ankle 
joint, from a wish to take as little away as possible: the 
sores extended above the place, and have never completely 
healed. By the month of August I could creep about on 
my hands and knees. 

My case excited great compassion, and a subscription 
was raised for me by Governor Baranoff, and the officers of 
the shipis that lay in the harbor, which amounted to one 
Aundred and eighty rubles. 

From this place Mr. Campbell went to the Sandwich 
Islands, wheris he resided some time; and then procured 
a passage to Europe, and at length arrived at his native 
plaice in Scotland in safety. 
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THE SHIP LO^C^AN, 

By Firt4 



Tflk'shlp tbg^in, Capthiti BUiikeV, Viras struck by light- 
ning, arid (Consumed on Kcr passage from SavannafT to 
Liverpool, dn the 1 9th of December, 1832. The following 
accourit ofthis dreWdful acctdtsht w&s fdrriislied by the 
captilin. 

THevLog?jn 1^ Tybee on the 16th of Dfeccnfber, with a 
fkir'wihtf from' south, which corttiriubci b owing a heavy 
galfe from Weslwirtl until the I'Dlh, oriwHiih day, it forty- 
five minutes. past one o^clock, P. Ml she wias struck by 
lighlnirig, which descended the starboard purrip : from 
thence it pa<;sed up the atfter hatchvvay arid vent off. It 
was immediately observed that the ship was on fite ; and 
the crew commenced breaking out' dotton from the main 
hat6hwliy, for the purpose of exiingui^ing it. In the 
course'of half an hour, got into the lower h6ld;* arid'dn the 
starboard side of the pump well found the cotton on fire. 
They commenced throwing on water, and heaving the cot- 
ton overboard, first cutting the bales in pieces, \fter 
working in this way for some time, and heaving overboard 
eight or ten bales, it was found that the fire was raginfg 
between decks on the larboard side. They then left the 
lower hold, and commenced breaking out between decks 
and in a short time broke out twenty or thi. ty bales ; bui 
the smoke became so sufTbcatinit, as to oblige the hands to 
leave the hold and close the hatches. 

It was now night, and the ship was under close reofed 
top-sails. After all the hatches were closed up, the upper 
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decks began to grow hot. With the determination^ there- 
fore, to save the ship and cargo if possible, holes were cut 
around the pumps and capstem, and water poured down, 
which y as continued all night. At daylight found that all 
the upper deck, from the main-mast to the after hatch, was 
on fire, and in some places the deck had burnt through. 
The main hatches were taken off, and about one hour was 
spent in heaving down water, when the smoke became so 
dense that the men could stand it no loneer. The hatches 
were then dosed for the last time, and they continued 
throwing water through the holes that were cut, the fire 
still gaining so fast that no hope was left of saving the 
ship. 

The long-boat was now^ ordered out, and sixty gallons 
of water, and what provisions could be obteuned, put on 
board, when the officers and crew, sixteen in number, em- 
barked in her (being in thirty-three degrees north latitude 
and sixty-six degrees west longitude), having saved nothing 
but a chronometer and quadrant, and what clothes they 
stood in. The nearest land was the island of Bermuda, 
which bore about south-east, a hundred miles distance, 
which they endeavored to reach ; but the wind blowing 
heavy from west-south-west, could not fetch it, but drifted 
to the eastward of it ; when they fortunately fell in with the 
Grand Turk, and were rescued from a watery grave, after 
having been in the boat five days, most which time it was 
blowing a gale. Captain Madigan kindly took them on 
board, and treated them with every attention which their 
distressed situation required. 
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Shifwreck of the French Frigate MEDUSA, on the 
Bank of Arguin, off the western coast of Africa ; 
toith an account of the horrid sufferings of those 
who embarked on a raft. 




A man overboard. 

The account of the fatal wreck of the Medusa, and its 
concomitant events, furnishes a series of horrors almost un- 
paralleled in human suffering and atrocity. It gives a nar- 
rative of men, whose affections, in the day of sympathy, 
were turned to hatred, and pity converted to envy. They 
preferred their own destruction to the safety of their fellow 
sufferers ; and crushed to atoms the plank under their feet, 
which divided them from eternity, rather than allow their 
companions in misfortune the happiness of ever seeing land 
again. 

On the 17th of June, 1816, the Medusa French frigate, 

commanded by Captain Cbauu||y:eys, and accompanied by 

three smaller vessels, sailed frJvthe island of Aix for the 

coast of Africa, in order to take possession of the colonies 

between Capye Blanco and the Gambia, surrendered to 

France by Great Britain, agreeably to the treaty of 1814. 

In doubling Cape Finisterre, a man was lost overboard, 
32* 
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and frgm the apathy of his companions, and want of proinp- 
t'ltude in mancenvring, was left to perish. Qn the tenth 
day of her sailing, there appeared an error of thirty leagues 
in her reckoning. On the ist of July the Medusa entered 
the tropics. The captain gave the charge of the ship to 
Monsieur Richefort ; and with the principal officers and 
crew , performed the fantastic ceremonies usu^l on such oc- 
casions, with boist^ous merriment, while the frigate was 
surrounded with all the unseen perils of the ocean. A few 
jHirsons OH board, aware of the danger, remonstrated, but 
without effect, although it was ascertained that the Medusa 
was on the bank of Arguin. She continued her course, 
without slackening sail. Every thing denoted shallow wa- 
ter ; but M. Richefort persisted in saying there were one 
liundred fathoms. In that very moment six fathoms only 
were found, and the vessel struck three times, being in 
about sixteen feet of water. After several attempts to get 
the frigate afloat were made without success, it was found 
that her six boats, of different sizes, were not sufficient to 
contain all the crew, soldiers and passengers. A raft was 
constructed sixty-five feet long, and twenty-broad. But 
the only part which could be depended on was the middle, 
and that was so small that fifteen persons could not lie 
down upon it. The boats being got out, the captain was 
one of the first to leave the frigate, by leaping out of the 
port-hole. As soon as he was in safety, he sent a boa4 to 
take a few, who he said still remained in the wreck. But 
what was the surprise of the lieutenant, when he found 
sixty men left there. , All these were carried off with the 
exception of seventeen ; some of whom were drunk, an4 
others refused to leave the frigate. 

The raft, after the one hundred andjifty passengers desti- 
ned to be its burden were on board, they stood in a parallel- 
ogram, without a possibility of moving; and they were up 
to their waists in water, and in constant danger of slipping 
through between the planks. 

The plan adopted was, that this raft should be taken ** . 
tow by the six boats. OiM^e 5th of July, at 7 A. M., this 
desperate squadron abanooned the frigate. The weather 
was calm ; the coast was known to be but twelve or fifteen 
leagues distant ; and land was in fact discovered by the 
boats that very night. After proceeding about two league?, 
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a faulty, if not treacherous manoBuvre broke the tow line 
of the captain's boat, and all the others let loose their ca- 
bles. They were not driven to this measure by any new 
perils ; aad the cry of *' Nous les abandonnons" which re- 
fioundod through the line, was the yell of a spontaneous 
iM)d instinctive impulse of cowardice, perfidy and cruelty. 
The raft tlien, such as we have described it, was left to the 
rnercy of the waves. • • 

The six boats, after their treacherous exploit of shpping 
the cablof , made all t!ie way they could to the coast of 
Africa, where they arrived in safety. From the long boat 
sixty-three of the most resolute were landed with arms, to 




^ nmn>venturingio 0a on a Am-coop. 



th,Q>north of Cape Blanco, ninety leagues from the settle- 
ment- Tfhe other boats landed at different places on the 
c<»Bt, and proceeded on the desert towards St. Louif. 
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From St. Louis a goalette sailed in search of the Me- 
dusa ; bat having provisions for only eight days was forced 
to return. She put to sea again, but in such a disabled state, 
that after beating BboQi fifteen days, she came hack a sec- 
ond time. Ten days were employed in repairing her, and 
at length, having k>$t thirty-three davs, she reached the 
Medusa on the fifty-second day after the frigate had 
btruck on the bank of Arguin ; when, dreadful to relate, 
three miserable sufferers were found Alive. The reader 
will recollect that seventeen were left on the wreck. As 
long as provisions lasted, they remained in peace. Two of 
them embarked on a raft of their own construction : the 
remains were thrown on the coast of Sahara, but the per* 
sons on board were never heard of more. One ventured 
to sea on a hen-coop, but sunk in sight of the frigate. 
Four remained behind, onp of whom died of want. The 
other three lived in separate comers of the wreck, and 
never met but to run at each other with drawn knives. 



The following is the substance, abridged from MM. C<»- 
reard and Savigny, of what took place on the raft during 
thirteen days bdbre the sufferers were taken tip by 1the 
Argus brig. 

After the boats had disappeared, the consternation be- 
came extreme. All the horrors of thirst and famine passed 
before our imagination ; besides, we had to contend with 
a treacherous element, which already covered the half of 
our bodies. The deep stupor of the soldiers and sailors 
instantly changed to despair. All saw their inevitable de- 
struction, and expressed by their moans the dark thoughts 
which brooded in their minds. Our words were at first un- 
availing to quiet their fears, which we participated with 
them, but which a greater strength of mind enabled us to. 
dissemble. At last, an unmoved countenance, and our 
proffered consolations, quieted them by degrees, but could 
not entirely dissipate the terror with which they were 
seized. 

When tranquillity was a little restored, we began to 
search about the raft for the charts, the compass, and the 
anchor, which we presumed had been placed upon it, after 
what wc had been told at the time of quitting the firigate. 
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riEKia3(3 tilings, or the first importance, ^bfid not bo^i 
.plttcfidi upon our machine. Above all, the w^nt of a coro- 
.pafis ,the mo8l alarmed us, and we gave vent. to oqr rage 
itjnd vengeance. M. Correard then remembered that he 
had soon one in tiie hands of the principal workman under 
his Gommaod. He jspoke to the man, who replied, <' Yes, 
y«fi,> Lbave iivWithme." This infonnatiod transported us 
ulrii- jny, an J we believed that our safety depended upon 
this iutilc resource. It was about the siz^e of a c^wn- 
piece, aiKl very incorrect. Those who have not been in 
situations in which their existence was exposed to extreme 
peril, can have but a fuint knowledge of the price one at- 
taches then to the simplest objects — -with what avidity one 
seizes the slightest means capable of mitigating the rigor 
of that fate against which they contend. The compass 
Was given -to the commander of the raft, bttt an accident 
deprived u« of it for ever. It fell, and disappeaared between 
the pieces of wood which formed our machine. We had 
kept it but a few. hours ; and, after its loss, had nothing to 
guide usfbut the rising and setting of the sun» 

We had all gone afloat without taking any food. Hon- 
fpB ibeg'mRingotOifbe iimpeiiDuslyi<^l, w;e.mixadiour paste 
of sen biscuit widi a little wine, and distributed it thus pne* 
pared. Such was our first meal, and the bast we had 
during our stay upon the raftt 

An order, according to our numbers, was established for 
the distribution of our miserable provisions. The ration of 
wine was fixod at three quarters a day. We will speak no 
more of the biscuit, it having been entirely consumed at th^ 
fir; t distribution. The day passed away sufficiently tean- 
qqil. Wc talked of the means by which we would save 
ourselves ; we spoke of it as a certain circumstance, which 
reanimated our courage ; and we sustained that of the solf 
(Iters by cherishing in them the hope of being able, in a 
short time, to revenge themselves on those who had abau? 
doned iis. This hope of vengeance, it must be avowed, 
ec]uaily animated us all ; and we poured out a thoustod 
imprecations against those who had left us a prey to so 
niuch misery and danger. 

The officer who commanded the raft being unable to 
movi?, M» Savigny took upon bim^elf tlie duty of erepting 
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the mast. He caused them to cat in two one of the poles 
of the frigate's masts, and fixed it with the rope which had 
served to tow us, and of which we made stays and shrouds. 
It was placed on the anterior third of the raft. We put 
up for a sliil the main-top-gallant, which trimmed very well, 
but was of very little use, except when the wind served 
from behind ; and to keep the raft in this course, we were 
obliged to trim the sail as if the breeze blew athwart us. 

In the evening, our hearts and our prayers, by a feeling 
natural to the unfortunate, were turned towards Heaven. 
Surrounded by inevitable dangers, we addressed that in- 
visible Being, who has established, and who maintains the 
order of the universe. Our vows were fervent, and we ex- 
perienced from our prayers the cheering influence of hope. 
It is necessary to have been in similar situations, before one 
can rightly imagine what a charm is the sublime idea of a 
God protecting the unfortunate, to the heart of the suflferer. 

One consoling thought still soothed our imaginations. 
We persuaded ourselves that the little division had gone 
to the isle of Arguin, and that after it had set a part of its 
people on shore, the re»t would return to our assistance. 
We endeavored to impress this idea on our soldiers and 
sailors, which quieted them. The night came without our 
hope being realized ; the' wind freshened, and the sea was 
consideraWy swelled. What a horriUe nigjht ! The thought 
of seeing the boats on the morrow, a little consoled our 
men; the greater part of whom, being unaccustomed to 
the sea, fell on one another at each movement of the raft. 
M. Savigny, seconded by some people who still preserved 
their presence of mind amidst the disorder, stretched cords 
across the raft, by which th6 men held, and were better 
able to resist the swell of the sea. Some were even obliged 
to fasten themselves. In the middle of the night the 
weather was very rough ; huge waves burst upon us, some- 
times overturning us with great violence. The cries of the 
men> mingled with the flood, whilst the terrible sea raised 
us at every instant from the raft, and threatened to sweep 
us away. This scene was rendered still more terrible, by 
the horrors inspired by the darkness of the night. Sud- 
denly we believed we saw fires in the distance at intervals. 

We had had the precaution to hang at the top of the 
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mast, the gunpowder and pistols which we had brought 
from the frigate. We made signals by burning a large 
quantity of cartridges. We even fired some pistols ; but 
it seems the fire we saw, was nothing but an error of vision ; 
or^ perhaps, nothing more than the sparkling of the waves. 

We struggled with death during the whole of the night, 
holding firmly by the ropes which were made very secure. 
Tossed by the waves from the back to the front, and from 
the front to the back, and sometimes precipitated into the 
sea, floating between life and death, mourning our misfor- 
tunes, certain of perishing — we disputed, nevertheless, the 
remainder of our existence, with that cruel element which 
threatened to engulf us. Such was our condition till day- 
break. At every instant we heard the lamentable cries of 
the soldiers and sailors. They prepared for death, bidding 
farewell to one another, imploring the protection of Heaven, 
and addressing fervent prayers to God. Every one made 
vows to Him^ in spite of the certainty of never being able 
to accomplish them. Frightful situation ! How is it pos- 
sible to have any idea of it, which will not fall far short of 
the reality ! 

Towards seven in the morning the sea fell a little, the 
wind blew with less fury ; but what a scene presented itself 
to our view ! Ten or twelve unfortunates, haying their in- 
ferior extremities fixed in the openings between the pieces 
of the raft, had perished by being unable to disengage 
themselves. Several others were swept away by the vio- 
lence of the sea. At the hour of repast we took the num- 
bers anew. We had lost twenty men. We will not afiirm 
that this was the exact number ; for we perceived some 
soldiers, who, to have more than their share, took rations 
for two, and even three. We were so huddled together, 
that we found it absolutely impossible to prevent this 
abuse. 

In the midst of these horrors, a touching scene of filial 
piety drew our tears. Two young men raised and recog- 
nized their father, who had fallen, and was lying insensible 
among the feet of the people. They believed him at first 
dead, and their despair Was expressed in the most affecting 
manner. It was perceived, however, that he still breathed, 
and every assistance was rendered for his recovery in. our 
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power. He slowly revived, and wasr restoiied' to life, «rtd 
to the prayers of his sons, who supported him closely folded 
in their arms. Whilst our hearts were softened by this af« 
fecting episode in our melancholy adventures, we had soon 
to witness the sad spectacle of a dark contmst. Two ship- 
boys and a baker feared not to seek death, and threw 
themselves into the sea, after having bid farewell to their 
companions in misfortune. Already the minds of our 
people were singularly altered. Some believed that thc^y 
saw land ; others, ships which were coning to save us. 
All talked aloud of their fallacious visions. 

We lamented the loss of our unfortunate companions. 
At this moment we were far from nntidpating the still 
more terrible scene which took pbce on the following night 
Far from that, we enjoyed a positive satisfaction, so well 
were we persuaded that the boats would return to our as- 
sistance. The day was fine, and the most perfect tranquil- 
lity reigned all the while on our raft. The evefning came^ 
and no boats appeared. Despondency began again toseize 
our men, and then a spirit of insubordinittion manifested 
itself in cries of rage. The voice of the officers was en- 
tirely disregarded. Night fell rapidly in ; the sky was ob- 
scuml by dark clouds ; the wind which, during the whole 
day, had blown rather violently, became furious and swelled 
the sea, which in an instant became very rough. The pre- 
ceding night had been frightful, but this was more so. 
Mountains of water covered us at every instant, and btiirst 
with fury into the midst of us. Very fortunately We had 
the wind from behind, and the strongest Of the sea was a 
little broken by the rapidity with whi<$h We were driven 
before it. We were impelted to#dixls thb land. The men, 
from the violence of the iseA, weie hdttred from the back to 
the front. We were obliged to ke^p to' the centre, the 
firmest part of the raft ; and those who could not get there 
almost all perished. Before anfd behind' the waves dashed 
impetuously, and swept aw^ the men in spite of all their 
resistance. At the centre the pressiiire was such, that sohie 
unfortunates were suiSM^ated bf tfafe Weight of their com^ 
rades, who fell upon them at' every tri^iEint. The officae^ 
kept by the foot of the little must; and werfe obliged eimry 
moment tocatt to those around them to'gd td 3it oti^'or 
the other side to avoid the waves; for the sea coming 
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lifearly athwaxt us, gave our raft nearly a perpendicular 
position; to counteract which, they were forced to throw 
themselves upon the side raised by the sea. 

The soldiers and sailors frightened by theit danger, 
feized on casks of wine, and drank till they were void ot 
reason. They now tried to involve all in one common 
ruin by various acts of destruction, but were prevented by 
the vigilance of the officers. 

One man inspired us all with terror. This was an 
Asiatic, and a soldier in a colonial regiment. Of a colos- 
sal stature, short hair, a nose extremely large, an enormous 
mouth and dark complexion, he made a most hideous ap- 
pearance. At first he placed himself in the middle of the 
raft, and, at each blow of his fist, knocked down every one 
who opposed him, and none durst approach him. Had 
there been six such, our destruction would have been certain. 

Some men, anxious to prolong theftr existence, armed 
and united themselves with those who wished to preserve 
the raft. Among this number were some subaltern officers 
and many passengers. The rebels drew their sabres, and 
those who had none armed themselves with knives. They 
advanced in a determined manner upon us — we stood on 
our defence — the attack commenced. Animated by des- 
pair, one of them made a stroke at an officer — ^the rebel 
instantly fell, pierced with wounds. This firmness awed 
them for an. instant, but diminished nothing of their rage. 
They ceased to advance, and withdrew, presenting to us 
a front bristling with sabres and bayonets, to the back part 
of the raft, to execute their plan. One of them feigned to 
rest himself on the small railings on the sides of the raft, 
iand with a knife began cutting the cords. Being told by 
a servant, one of us sprung upon him. A soldier, wishing 
to defend him, struck at the officer with his knife, which 
only pierced his coat. The officer wheeled round, seized 
his adversary, and threw both him and his comrade into 
the sea. 

There had been as yet but partial affairs — the combat 
becanie general. Some one cried, to lower the sail: a 
crowd of infuriated mortals threw themselves in an instant 
upon the haulyards and the shrouds, and cut them. The 
fall of the mast almost broke the thigh of a captain of in- 
lantry, who fell insensible. He was seized by the soldiers, 
33 
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who threw him into the sea. We saved him, and placed 
him on a barrel ; wheace he was taken by the rebels, who 
wished to put out his eyes with a penknife. Exasperated 
with so much brutality, we no longer restrained ourselves, 
but pushed in upon tbem^ and charged them with fury. 
Sword in hand we traversed the line which the soldiers had 
formed, and many paid with their lives the errors of their 
revolt. Various passengers, during these cruel moments, 
evinced the greatest courage and coolness. 

M. Correard fell into a sort of swoon ; but hearing at 
every instant the cries, '^ To arms ! with us comrades ! 
we are lost !" joined with the groans and imprecations of 
the wounded and dying, was soon roused from his lethargy. 
All this horrible tumult speedily made him comprehend 
bow necessary it was to be upon his guard. Armed with 
his sabre, he gathered together sono^ of his workmen on 
the front of the raft, and there charged them to hurt no 
one, unless they were attacked. He almost ahvays re- 
mained with them ; and several times they had to defend 
themselves against the rebels, who, swimming round to 
that point of the raft, placed M. Correard and bis little 
troop between two dangers, and made their position very 
difficult to defend. At every instant he was opposed to 
men armed with knives, sabres and bayonets. Many had 
carabines, which they wielded as clubs. Every effort was 
made to stop them, by holding them off at the point of 
their swords ; but, in sfnte of the repugnance they expe* 
rienced in fighting with their wretched countrymen, they 
were compelled to use their arms without mercy. Many 
of the mutineers attacked with fury, and they were obliged 
to repel them in the same manner. Some of the laborers 
received severe wounds in this action. Their commander 
could show a great number received in the different en* 
gagements. At last their united efforts prevailed in dis* 
persing this mass who had attacked them with such fury. 

During this combat, M. Correard was told by one of his 
workmen who remained faithful, that one of their comrades, 
named Dominique, had gone over to the rebels, and that 
they had seized and thrown him into the sea. Immediate!) 
forgetting the fault and treason of this man, he threw him- 
self in at the place whence the voice of the wretch was 
hear J calling for assistance, seized him by the hair, and 
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had the good fortune to restore him on board. Dominique 
had got several sabre wounds in a charge, one of which 
had laid open his head. In spite of the darkness we found 
out the wound, which seemed very large. 

One of the workmen gave his handkerchief to bind and 
stop the blood. Our care recovered the wretch ; but, when 
he had collected strength, the ungrateful Dominique, for- 
getting at once his duty and the signal service which we 
had rendered him, went and rejoined the rebels. So much 
baseness did not go unrevenged ; and soon after he found, 
in a fresh assault, that death from which he was not worthy 
to be saved, but which he might in all probability have 
avoided, if, true to honor and gratitude, he had remained 
among us. 

Just at the moment we finished dressing the wounds of 
Dominique, another voice was heard. It was that of the 
unfortunate female who was with us on the raft, and whom 
the infuriated beings had thrown into the sea, as well as 
her husband, who had defended her with courage. M. Cor- 
reard, in despair at seeing two unfortunates perish, whose 
pitiful cries, especially the woman's, pierced his heart, took 
a large rope, which he found on the front of the raft, which 
he fastened round his middle ; and throwing himself a sec- 
ond time into the sea, was again so fortunate as to save the 
woman, who invoked with all her might, the assistance of 
our Lady of Land. Her husband was rescued at the same 
time by the head workman, Lavilette. We laid these un- 
fortunates upon the dead bodies, supporting their backs 
with a barrel. In a short while they recovered their senses. 
The first thing thq woman did, was to acquaint herself with 
the name of the person who saved her, and to express to 
him her liveliest gratitude. Finding, doubtless, that her 
words but ill expressed her feelings, she recollected she had 
in her pocket a little snuff, and instantly offered it to him : 
it was all she possessed. Touched with the gift, but unable 
to use it, M. Correard gave it to a poor sailor, which served 
him for two or three days. But it is impossible for us to 
describe a still more affecting scene — the joy this uhfortu 
nate couple testified, when they had sufficiently recovered 
their senses, at finding that they were both saved. 

The rebels being repulsed, as it has been stated above, 
left us a little repose. The moon lighted with her melan* 
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chgly rays this disastrous raft, this narrow space, on. which 
were found united so many torturing anxieties, so manj 
cruel misfortunes, a madness so insensate, a courage so 
heroic, and the most generous, the most amiable sentiments 
of nature and humanity. 

The man and wife, who had been but a little before 
stabbed with swords and bayonets, and thrown both to- 
gether into a stormy sea, could scarcely credit their senses 
when they found themselves in one another's arms. The 
woman was a native of the Upper Alps, which place she 
had left twenty-four years before, and during which time 
she had followed the French armies in the campaign^ in 
Italy, and other places, as a sutler. " Therefore preserve 
my life," said she to M. Correard; "you see I am a useful 
woman. Ah ! if you knew how often I have ventured upon 
the field of battle, and braved death to carry assistance t<$ 
our gallant men ! Whether they had money or not, I al 
ways let them have my goods. Sometimes a battle woul4 
deprive me of my poor debtors ; but after the victory, 
others would pay me double or triple for what they had 
consumed before the engagement. Thus I came in fpr o 
share of their victories." Unfortunate woman ! she little 
knew what a horrible fate awaited her among us ! They 
felt, they expressed so vividly that happiness which they^ 
alas ! so shortly enjoyed, that would have drawn tears from 
the most obdurate heart. But in that horrible moment, 
when we scarcely breathed from the most furious attack, 
when we were obliged to be continually on our guard, not 
only against the violence of the men, but a most boisterous 
sea, few among us h^d time to attend to scenes of conju- 
gal afl[ection. 

After this second check, the rage of the soldiers was sud* 
denly appeased, and gave place to the most abject covmrd* 
ice. Several threw then^selves at out feet, and implored 
our pardon — which was instantly granted. Thinking that 
order was re-established, we returned to our station on the 
centre of the raft, only taking the precaution of keeping 
our arms. We, however, had soon to prove the impossi^ 
bility of counting on the permanence of any honest senti- 
ment in the hearts of these beings. 

It was nearly midnight ; and, after an hour of apparent 
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tranquillity, the Soldiers rose afresh. Their mind was en- 
tirely gone-— they ran upon us in despair with knives and 
sabres in their hands. As they yet had all their physical 
strength, and besides were armed, we were obliged again 
to stand on our defence. Their revolt became still more 
dangerous, as, in their delirium, they were entirely deaf to 
the voice of reason. They attacked us : we charged them 
in our turn, and immediately the raft was strewed with 
their dead bodies. Those of our adversaries who had no 
weapons, endeavoted to tear us with their sharp teeth. 
Many of us were cruelly bitten. M. Savigny was torn on 
the legs and the shoulder: he also received a wound on 
the right arm, which deprived him of the use of his fourth 
and little finger for a long while. Many others were 
wounded, and many cuts were found in our clothes from 
knives and sabres. 

One of our workmen was also seized by four of the 
rebels, who wished to throw him into the sea. One of 
them had laid hold of his right leg, and had bit most un- 
mercifully the tendon above the heel. Others were striking 
him with great slashes of their sabres, and with the butt 
end of their guns, when his cries made us hasten to his 
assistance. In this affair, the brave Lavilette, ex-sergeant 
of the foot artillery of the old guard, behaved with a courage 
worthy of the greatest praise. He rushed upon the irifii- 
riated beings in the manner of M. Correard, and soon 
snatched the workman from the danger which menaced 
him. Some short while after, in a fresh attack of the 
rebels, sub-lieutenant Lozach fell into their hands. In their 
delirium they had taken him for Lieutenant Danglas, of whom 
we have formerly spoken, and who had abandoned the raft 
at the moment when we were quitting the frigate. The 
troop, to a man, eagerly sought this officer, who had seen 
little service, and whom they reproached for having used 
them ill during the time they garrisoned the Isle of Rhe. 
We believed this officer lost] but hearing his voice, we 
soon found it still possible to save him. Immediately MIVL 
Clairet, Savigny, L'Heureux, Lavilette, Coudin, Correard, 
and some workmen, formed themselves into small platoons, 
and rushed upon the insurgents with great impetuosity, 
33* 
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overturning every one in their way, and retook M, Lozacb^ 
and placed him on the centre of the raft. 

The preservation of this officer cost us infinite difficulty. 
Every moment the soldiers demanded he should be deliv- 
ered to them, designating him always by the name of Dan^ 
glgis. We endeavored to make them comprehend their 
mistake, and told them that they themselves had seen the 
person for whom they sought return on board the frigate. 
They were ihsensible to every thing we said — every thing 
before them was Danglas — they saw him perpetually, and 
fiiriously and unceasingly demanded his head. It was only 
by force of arms we succeeded in repressing their rage, and 
quieting their dreadful cries of death. 

Horrible night 1 thou shrouded with thy gloomy veil 
these frightful combats, over which presided the cruel de- 
mon of despair. 

We had also to tremble for the life of M. Coudin. 
Wounded and fatigued by the attacks which he had sus- 
tained with us, and in which he had shown a courage su- 
perior to every thing, he was resting himself on a barrel, 
holding in his arms a young sailor boy of twelve years of 
age, to whom he had attached himself. The mutineers 
seized him with his barrel, and threw him into the sea with 
the boy, whom he still held fast. In spite of bis burden, 
he had the presence of mind to lay hold of the raft, and to 
save himself from this extreme peril. 

We cannot yet comprehend how a handful of men 
should have been able to resist such a number so mons- 
trously insane. We are sure we were not more than twenty 
to combat all these madmen. Let it not, however, be 
imagined, that in the midst of all these dangers we had 
preserved our reason entire. Fear, anxiety, and the most 
cruel privations, had greatly changed our intellectual facul- 
ties. But being somewhat less insane than the unfortunate 
soldiers, we energetically opposed their determination of 
cutting the cords of the raft. Permit us now to make 
some obser ^ations concerning the diflerent sensations with 
which we were affected. During the first day M. Griffon 
entirely* lost his senses. He threw himself into the sea, 
but M. Savijgny saved him with his own hands. His words 
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Vf,^tB vague and unconnected. A second time he threw 
himself in ; but, by a sort of instinct, kept hold of the cross 
pieces of the raft, and was again saved* 

The following is what M. Savigny experienced in the 
beginning of the night. His eyes closed in spite of him- 
self, and he felt a general drowsiness. In this condition 
the most delightful visions flitted across his imagination. 
He saw around him a country covered with the most beau^ 
tiful plantations, and found himself in the midst of objects 
delightful to his senses. Nevertheless, he reasoned con- 
cerning his condition, and felt that courage alone could 
withdraw him from this species of non-existence. He de^ 
manded some wine from the master-gunner, who got it for 
him, and he recovered a little from this stupor. If the un- 
fortunates who were assailed with these primary symptoms, 
had not strength to withstand them, their death was cer- 
tain. Some became furious— others threw themselves into 
the sea, bidding farewell to their comrades with the utmost 
coolness. Some said, '' Fear nothing ; I am going to get 
you assistance, and will return in a short while." In the 
midst of this general madness, some wretches were seen 
rushing upon their companions, sword in hand, demanding 
a wing of a chicken and some bread, to appease the hunger 
which consumed them. Others asked for their hammocks, 
to go, they said, between the decks of the frigate, to take 
a little repose. Many believed they were still on the Me- 
dusa, surrounded by the same objects they there saw daily. 
Some saw ships, and called to them for assistance ; or a 
fine harbor, in the distance of which was an elegaot city. 
M. Correard thought he was travelling through the Deauti- 
ful fields of Italy. ^ An officer said to him, " I recollect we 
have been abandoned by the boats ; but fear nothing. 1 
am going to write to the governor, and in a few hours we 
shall be saved." M. Correard replied in the same tone, 
and as if he had been in his ordinary condition, " Have you 
a pigeon to carry your orders with such celerity ?" The 
cries and the confusion soon roused us frpm. this languor ; 
but when tranquillity was somewhat restored^ we again fell 
into the same drowsy condition. On the morrow, we felt 
as if we had awoke ftom a painful dreain ; apd asked our, 
cpmpanions, if, during their sleep, they had not s^»..cpiu-. 
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bats and heard cries of despair. Some replied, that the 
same visions had continually tormented them, and that they 
were exhausted with fatigue. Every one believed he was 
deceived by the illusions of a horrible dream. 

After these different combats, overcome with toil, with 
want of food and sleep, we laid ourselves down and reposed 
till the morning dawned, and showed us the horror of the 
scene. A great number in their delirium had thrown them- 
selves into the sea. We found that sixty or sixty-five had 
perished during the night. A fourth part at least, we sup- 
posed, had drowned themselves in despair. We only lost 
two of our own number, neither of whom were officers. 
The deepest dejection Was seated on every face. Each, 
having recovered himself, could now feel the horrors of his 
situation ; and some of us, shedding tears of despair, bit- 
terly deplored the rigor of our fate. 

A new misfortune was now revealed to us. During the 
tumult, the rebels had thrown into the sea two barrels of 
wine, and the only two casks of water which we had upon 
the raft. Two casks of wine had been consumed the day 
before, and only one was left. We were more than sixty 
in number, and we were obliged to put ourselves on half 
rations. 

At break of day the sea calmed, which permitted us 
again to erect our mast. When it was replaced, we made 
a distribution of wine. The unhappy soldiers murmured, 
and blamed us for privations which we equally endured 
with them. They fell exhausted. We had taken nothing 
for fort]|-'€%ht hours, and we had been obliged to struggle 
continually against a strong sea. We could, like them, 
hardly support ourselves ; courage alone made us still act. 
We resolved to employ every possible means to catch fish ; 
and, collecting all the hooks and eyes from the soldiers, 
made fish-hooRs of them : but all was of no avail. The 
currents carried our lines under the raft, where they got 
entangled. We bent a bayonet to catch sharks : one bit 
at it, and straitened it ; and we abandoned our project. 
Something was absolutely necessary to sustain our miserable 
existence ; and we tremble with horror at being obliged to 
tell that of which.we made use. We feel our pen fall from 
our hands ; a mortal cold congeals all our members ; and 
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our hair bristles erect on our foreheads. Readers I we im- 

f>Iore you, feel jopt indignant towards men ahready over- 
oaded with misery. Pity their condition^ and shed a tear 
of sorrow for their deplorable fate. 

The wretches, whom death had spared during the disas- 
trous nightwe have described, seized upon the dead bodies 
with which the raft was covered, cutting them up by slices, 
which some even instantly devoured. Many nevertheless 
refrained. Almost all the oiBcers were of this number. 
Seeing that this monstrous food had revived the strength 
of those who had used it, it was proposed to dry it, to 
make it a little more palatable. Those who had firmness 
to abstain from it took an additional quantity of wine. 
We endeavored to eat shoulder-belts and cartouch-boxes, 
and contrived to swallow some small bits of them. Some 
eat linen; others, the leathers of their hats, on vi^hich.was 
a little grease, or rather dirt. We had recourse to many 
expedients to prolong our miserable existence, to recount 
which would only disgust the heart of humanity. 

The day was calm and beautiful. A ray of hope beamed 
for a moment to quiet our agitation. We still expected to 
see the boats or some ships ; and addressed our prayers to 
the Eternal, on whom we placed our trust. The half of 
our men were extremely feeble, and bore upon their feces 
the stamp of approaching dissolution. The evening ar- 
rived, and brought no help. The darkness of the third 
night augmented our fears ; but the wind was still, and the 
sea less agitated. The sun of the fourth morning since our 
departure shone upon our disaster, and showed us ten or 
twelve of our companions stretched lifeless upon the raft. 
This sight struck us most forcibly, as it told us we would 
soon be extended in the same manner in the same place. 
We gave their bodies to the sea for a grave, reserving only 
one to feed those who, but the day l^fore, had held his 
trembling hands, and sworn to him eternal friendship. 
This day was beautiful. Our souls, anxious for more de- 
lightful sensations, were in harmony with the aspect of the 
heavens, and got again a new ray of hope. Towards four 
in the afternoon, an unlooked for event happened, which 
gave us some consolation. A shoal of flying fish passed 
under our raft, and as there was an infinite number of 
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openings between the pieces which composed it, tiie fish 
were entangled in great quantities. We threw ourselves 
upon them, and captured a considerable number. We took 
about two hundred, and put them in an empty barrel. We 
opened them as we caught them, and took out what is 
called their milt. This food seemed delicious; but one 
man would have required a thousand. Our first emotion 
was to give to God renewed thanks for this unhoped for 
favor. 

An ounce of gunpowder having been found in the morn- 
ing, was dried in the sun during the day, which was very 
fine. A steel, gun-flints, and tinder, made also part of the 
same parcel. After a good deal of diSeulty we set fire to 
some fragments of dry linen. We made a large opening in 
the side of an empty cask, and placed at the bottom of it 
several wet things, and upon this kind of scaffolding we set 
our fire ; all of which we placed on a barrel, that the sea- 
water might not extinguish it. We cooked some fish, and 
eat them with extreme avidity; but our hunger was such, 
and our portion so small, that we added to it some of the 
sacrilegious viands, which the cooking rendered less revolt- 
ing. This some of the officers touched for the first time. 
From this day we continued to eat it ; but we could na 
longer dress it, the means of making a fire having been 
entirely lost. The barrel' having caught fire, we extin- 
guished it without being able to preserve any thing to re- 
kindle it on the morrow. The powder and tinder were 
entirely gone. This meal gave us all additional strength 
to support our fatigues. The night was tolerable, and 
would have been happy, had it not been signalized by a 
new massacre. 

Some Spaniards, Italians, and negroes, had formed a 
plot to throw us into the sea. The negroes had told them 
that they were very near the shore : and that, when there, 
they would enable them to traverse Africa without danger. 
We had to take to our arms again, the sailors, who had 
remained feithful to us, pointing out to us the conspirators. 
The first signal for battle was given by a Spaniard ; who, 
placing himself behind the mast, holding fast by it, made 
the sign of the cross with one hand, invoking the name of 
God, and with the other held a knife. The sailors seized 
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him, and threw him into the sea. An Italian, servant to 
an officer of the troops, who was in the plot, seeing all was 
discovered, armed himself with the only boarding axe left 
on the raft, made his retreat to the front, enveloped him- 
self in a piece of drapery he wore across his breast, and of 
his own accord threw himself into the sea. The rebels 
rushed forward to avenge their comrades, and a terrible 
conflict again commenced. Both sides fought with des- 
perate fury ; and soon the fatal raft was strewed with dead 
bodies and blood, which should have been shed by other 
hands, and in another cause. In this tumult we heard 
them again demanding, with horrid rage, the head of Lieu- 
tenant Danglas. In this assault the unfortunate sutler was 
again thrown into the sea. M. Coudin, assisted by some 
workmen, saved her, to prolong for a little while her tor* 
ment and her existence. In this terrible night Lavilette 
failed not to give proofs of the rarest intrepidity. It was 
to him, and some of those who had survived the sequel of 
our misfortunes, that we owed our safety. At last, after 
unheard of efforts, the rebels were once more repulsed, and 
quiet restored. Having escaped this new danger, we en- 
.deavored to get some repose. The day at length dawned 
upon us for the fifth time. We were now no more than 
thirty in number. We had lost four or five of our faithful 
sailors, and those who survived were in the most 4ieploi|ible 
condition. The sea water had almost entirely excoriated 
the skin of our lower extremities ; and we were covered 
with contusions or wounds, which, irritated by the salt 
water, extorted from us the most piercing cries. About 
twenty of us only were capable of standing upright or walk^ 
ing. Almost all our fish was exhausted — ^we had but four 
days' supply of wine. " In four days," said we, " nothing 
will be left, and death will be inevitable." Thus came the 
seventh day of our abandonment. In the course of the 
day, two soldiers had glided behind the only barrel of wine 
that was left, pierced it, and were drinking by means of a 
reed. We had svirorn that those wh(> used such means 
should be punished with death ; which law was instantly 
put in execution, and the two transgressors were thrown 
into the sea. 

This same day saw the close of the life of a child named 
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Leon, aged twelve years. He died like a lamp which 
ceases to burn for want of aliment. All spoke in favor of 
this young and amiable creature, who merited a better fate. 
His angeMc form, his musical voice, the interest of an age 
so tender, increased still more by the courage he had 
shown, and the services he had performed, (for he had al- 
ready made, in the preceding year, a campaign in the East 
Indies,) inspired us all with the greatest pity for this young 
victim, devoted to so horrible and premature_ a death. Our 
old soldiers, and all the people in general, did every thing 
they could to prolong his existence ; but all was in vain. 
Neither the wine which they gave him without regret, nor 
all the means they employed, could arrest his melancholy 
doom ; and he expired in the arms of M. Coudiii, who had 
not ceased to give him the most unwearied attention. 
Whilst he had strength to move, he ran incessantly from 
one side to the other, loudly calling for his unhappy mother, 
for water and food. He trod indiscriminately on the feet 
and legs of his companions in misfortune, who, in their 
turn, uttered the most fearful cries ; but these were very 
rarely accompanied with menaces. They pardoned all 
which the poor boy had made them suffer. He was hot ih- 
his senses — consequently could not be expected to behave 
as if he had the use of reason. 

There now remained but twenty-seven of us. Fifteen 
6( this number seemed able to live yet some days ; the 
rest, covered with large wounds, ha,d almost entirely lost 
the use of their reason. They still, however, shared in 
the distributions ; and would, before they died, consume 
thirty or forty bottles of wine, which to us were inestimable. 
We deliberated, that by putting the sick on half allowance, 
was but putting them to death by halves ; but afler a coun- 
cil, it which presided the most dreadful despair, it was de- 
cided they should be thrown into the sea. This means, 
however repugnant, however horrible it appeared to us, 
procured the survivors six days' wine. But after the de- 
cision was made, who durst execute it ? The habit of see- 
ing death ready to devour us ; the certainty of our infalli- 
ble destrul^tion without this monstrous expedient ; all, ih 
short, had hardened our hearts to every feeling but that of 
self-preservation. Three Isailors and a soldier tbok charge 
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of this cruel business. We looked aside, and shed tears 
of blood at the fate of these unfortunates. Among thern 
were the wretched sutler and her huj^band. Both had been 
grievously wounded in the different combats. The woman 
had a thigh broken between the beams of the raft, and a 
stroke of a sabre had made a deep wound in the head of 
her husband. Every thing announced their approaching 
end. We consoled ourselves with the belief, that our cruel 
resolution shortened but a brief space the term of their ex- 
istence. Ye who shudder at the cry of outraged humanity, 
recollect that it was other men, fellow-countrymen, com- 
rades, who had placed, us in this awful situation. 

This horrible expedient saved the fifteen who remained ; 
for when we were found by the Argus brig, we had very 
little wine left, and it was the sixth day after the cruel 
sacrifice we have described. The victims, we repeat, had 
not more than forty-eight hours to live; and by keeping 
them on the raft, we would have been absolutely destitute 
of the means of existence two days before we were found. 
Weak as we were, we considered it as a certain thing, that 
it would have been impossible for us to have lived only 
twenty-four hours more without taking some food. . After 
this catastrophe, we threw our arms into the sea : they in- 
spired us with a horror we could not overcome. We only 
kept one sabre, in case we had to cut some cordage or 
some piece of wood. 

A new event — ^for every thing was an event to wretches 
to whom the world was reduced to the narrow space of a 
few toises, and for whom the winds and waves contended 
in their fury, as they floated across the abyss — an event 
happened, which diverted our minds from the horrors of 
our situation. All on a sudden, a white butterfly, of a spe- 
cies common in France, came fluttering above our heads, 
and settled on our sails. The first thought this little crea- 
ture suggested was, that it was the harbinger of approach- 
ing land ; and we clung to the hope with the delirium of 
)oy. It was the ninth day we had been upon the raft ; the 
torpients of hunger consumed our entrails ; and the sol- 
diers and sailors already devoured with haggard eyes this 
wretched prey, and seemed ready to dispute about it. 
Others looking upon it as a messenger from Heaven, de- 
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and hdd he not partly listened to the solicitations of those 
around him, they would have taken it by force, and be 
would have perished the victim of his selfishness. We 
ako disputed about thirty clover of garlic, which were found 
in the bottom of a sack. These disputes were for the 
fiM>8t part accompanied with viok^nt menaoes ; and if they 
jbad been prolonged, we might perhaps have come to tlio 
last extremities^ There was found also two small phials, 
in which was a spirituous liquor for cleaning the teeth« 
He who possessed them kept them with care, and gave 
with reluctance one or two drops in the palm of the hand. 
This liquor, which we think was a tincture of giiiacum, 
oinnamonf clovess and other aromatic substances, pi^oduccd 
on our tongues an agreeable feeling, and for a short while 
removed the thirst which destroyed us. Some of us found 
soB^ small pieces of powder, which nrade, when put into 
the mouth, a kind of coolness. One plan generally em- 
ployed was to put into a hat a quantity of sea-water, with 
which we washed our faces for a While, repeating it at in- 
tervals. We also bathed our hair and held our hands in 
the water. Misfortune made us ingenious, and each thought 
of a thousand means to alleviate his sudertngs. Enraciated 
by the most cruel privations, the least agreeable feeling was 
to us a happiness supreme. TIhIs we sought with avidity 
JBL smell empty phial which one of us possessed, and in 
%vhich had once been some essence of roses ; and every 
one, as he got hold of it, respired with delight the odor it 
exhaled, which imparted to his senses the most soothing 
impressions. Many of us kept our rations of wine in a 
small tin cup, and sucked it out with a quill. This manner 
of taking it was of great benefit to us, and atiayed our 
thirst much better than if we bad gulped it off at once. 

Three days passed in inexpl^essible anguish. So much 
did we despise life, that many of us fear^ not to bathe in 
sijght of the sharks which surrounded our raft; others 
placed themselves naked upon the front of our machine^ 
which was under water. These expedients diminished a 
little the ardor of their thirst. A species of molusca, known 
to Sjeamen by the name of gatere, was sometimes driven by 
jgre^t numbers on our raft ; and when their long arms 
rented on our naked bodies^ they occasioned us the most 
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cruel sufferings. Will it be believed, that amidst these 
terrible scenes, struggling with inevitable death, some of us 
uttered pleasantries, which made us yet smile, in spite of 
the horrors of our situation ? One, besides others, said 
jestingly, " If the brig is sent to search for us, pray God it 
has the eyes of Argus," in allusion to the name of the ves* 
sel we presumed would be sent to our assistance. This 
consolatory idea never left us an instant, and we spoke of 
it frequently. 

On the 16tb, reckoning we were very near land, eight 
of the most determined among us resolved to endeavor to 
gain the coast. A second raft, of smaller dimensions, was 
formed for transporting them thither ; but it was found in- 
sufficient : and they at length determined to await death 
in their present situation. Meanwhile night came on, and 
Its sombre veil revived in our minds the most afflicting 
thoughts. We were convinced there were not above a 
dozen or fifteen bottles of wine in our barrel. We began 
to have an invincible disgust at the flesh, which had till 
then scarcely supported us; and < we may say, that the 
sight of it inspired us with feelings of horror, doubtless 
produced by the idea of our approaching dissolution. 

On the morning of the 17th the sun appeared free from 
clouds. After having addressed our prayers to the Eternal, 
we divided among us a part of our wine. Each, with den 
light, was taking his small portion ; when a captain of in- 
fantry, casting his eyes on the horizon, perceived a ship^ 
and announced it to us by an exclamation of joy. We 
knew it to be a brig, but it was at a great distance : we 
could distinguish the masts. The sight of this vessel re- 
vived in us emotions difficult to describe. Each believed 
bis deliverance sure, and we gave a thousand thanks to 
God. Fears, however, mingled with our hopes. We 
straightened some hoops of casks, to the ends of which 
we fixed handkerchiefs of different colors. A man, with 
our united assistance, mounted to the top of the mast, and 
waved these little flags. For more than half an hour, we 
were tossed between hope and fear. Some thought the 
vessel grew larger, and others were convinced its course 
was from us. These last were the only ones whose eyes 
were not blinded by hope, for the ship disappeared. 
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Prom the delirium of joy, we passed to that of despon- 
dency and sorrow. We envied the fate of those whom 
we had seen perish at our sides ; and We s€dd to ourselves^ 
** When we shall be in want of every thing, and when our 
strength begins to forsake us, we will wrap ourselves up as 
we can; we will stretch ourselves on this platform, the 
witness of the most cruel suiTerings, and there await death 
with resignation." At length, to calm our despair, we 
sought for consolation in the arms of sleep. The day be- 
fore we had been scorched by the beams of a borning sun : 
to day, to avoid the fierceness of his rays, we made a tent 
with the mainsail of the frigate. As soon as it was finished^ 
we laid ourselves under it : thus all that U^as passing with- 
out was hid from our .eyes. We proposed then to write 
upon a plank an abridgement of our adventures, and to 
add our names at the bottom of the recital, and fix it to 
the upper part of the mast, in the hope it would reacK 
the government and our families. 

After having passed two hours, a prey to the most cruel 
reflections, the master gunner of the frigate, wishing to go 
to the front of the raft, went out from below the tent. 
Scarcely had he pat out his hea4, when he turned to us^ 
uttering a piercing cry. Joy was painted upon his face — 
his hands were stretched towards the sea — he breathed 
with diflicuity. All he was able to say was, *' Saved ! see 
the brig upon us !" and in fact it was not more than half a 
league distant, having every sail set, and steering right 
upon us. We rushed from our tent: even those whom 
enormous wounds in their inferior extremities bad confined 
for some days, dragged themselves to the back of the raft, 
to enjoy a sight of the ship which had come to save us firom 
certain death. We embraced one another with a transport 
which looked much like madness, and tears of joy trickled 
down our cheeks, withered by the most cruel privations^ 
E^w^ seized handkerchiefs, or some pieces of linen, to make 
signals to the brig, whteh was rapidly approaching u&' 
Soni^ fell on their knees, and fervently returned thanks to 
i^ovideoce for this mil'dculous preservation of their lives* 
Our joy redoubled when we saw at the top of the foremaBt^ 
arlarge whitfe flag ; and we» cried, '<Is it then to Freneln 
Biao w^JwiU owe our d^liveranocv^' We instantly recog- 
34* 
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nised tho brig to be the Argus : it was then about two gun- 
Bhots from us. We were terribly impatient to see her reef 
her sails, which at last she did ; and fresh cries of joy arose 
from our raft. The Argus came and lay to on our star- 
board, about half a pistol shot from us. The crew, ranged 
upon the deck and on the shrouds, announced to us, by 
the waving of their hands and hats, the pleasure they felt 
at coming to the assistance of their unfortunate country- 
men. In a short time we were all transported on board 
the brig, where we found the lieutenant of the frigate, and 
some others who had been wrecked with us. Compassion 
was painted on every face, and pity drew tears from every 
eye which beheld us. 

" We found some excellent broth on board the brig, which 
they had prepared ; and when they had perceived us, they 
added to it some wine, and thus restored our nearly ex- 
hausted strength. They bestowed on us the most generous 
care and attention : our wounds were dressed, and on the 
morrow many of our sick began to revive. Some, how- 
ever, still suflfered much ; for they were placed between 
decks, very near the kitchen, which augmented the almost 
insupportable heat of these latitudes. This want of space 
arose from the small size of the vessel. The number of the 
shipwrecked was indeed very considerable. Those who 
did not belong to the navy were laid upon cables, wrapped 
in flags, and placed under the fire of the kitchen. Here 
they had almost perished ^during the course of the night, 
fire having broken out between decks about ten in the 
evening; but timely assistance being rendered, we were 
saved for the second time. We had scarcely escaped, when 
some of us became again delirious. An officer of infantry 
wished to throw himself into the sea, to look for his pocket 
book ; and would have done it had he not been prevented. 
Others were seized in a manner not less frenzied. 

The commander and officers of the brig watched over 
us, and kindly anticipated our wants. They snatched us 
from death, by saving us from our raft : their unremitting 
care revived within us the spark of life. The surgeon of 
the ship, M. Renaud, distinguished himself for his inde- 
fatigable zeal. He was obliged to spend the whole of the 
day in dressing our wounds ; and during the two days we 
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were in the brig, he bestowed on us all the aid of his art, 
with an attention and gentleness which merits our eternal 
gratitude. 

In truth, it was lime we should find an end of our suf- 
ferings : they had lasted thirteen days in the most cruel 
manner. The strongest among u.^ might have lived forty- 
eight hours or so, longer. M. Correard felt that he must 
die in the course of the day. He had, however, a present • 
iment we would be saved. He said, that a series of events 
so unheard of, would not be buried in oblivion: that 
Providence would at least preserve some of us to tell to 
uie world the melancholy story of our misfortunes. 

Such is the fatal history of those who were left upon 
the memorable raft. Of one hundred and fifty, fifteen only 
were saved. Five of that number never recovered from 
their fittiguC; and died at St. Louis. Those who yet live 
are covered with scars ; and the cruel sufl*erings to which 
they have been exposed, have materially shaken their 
•tonstitutions. 
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NARRATIVE 

o» 

THE TOTAL LOSS 

or 

THE ROTHESAjr CASTl E 

STEAM-VESSEL, 



On the Dutchman's Bank^ August 17, 1831, on her 
passagcfrom Ldverpool to Wales ; giving a most 
heart-rending and melancholy account y the loss 
of upwards of one hundred passengers. 

The Rothesay Castle, steam-packet left the pier-head, 
Liverpool, for Beaumaris, on Wednesday morning. On 
this occasion, as usual, her passengers consisted principally 
of persons who sought relaxation in the pursuit of lauda- 
ble pleasure. Most of them were strangers in Liverpool, 
being from the adjoining districts then on an excursion to 
Wales. By far the greater part of the passengers were 
women and children. No doubt their hearts were light 
with gaiety, and they, poor things ! were full tvith antici- 
pation of the pleasures which they naturally^ thought await- 
ed them. The steamer hung about the river an hour, 
taking in passengers, and did not clear the light-house till 
12 o'clock. The storm of the morning had passed, but 
the wind was still fresh, and a considerable sea running, 
and a strong tide to stem after passing the rock. Some of 
the passengers now became alarmed, and their fears were 
increased by the tremulous motion of the steamer, which 
even in calm weather and smooth water was any thing but 
firm. 

She appeared at this time crazy and weak. Mr. Var- 
Aey of Bury, in common with others, greatly alarmed 
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went down to the cabin, where the captain was at dinner, 
and requested him to put baek. His reply was, '^ I think 
there is a d — d deal of fear on board, and very little dan- 
ger. If we were to put back with passengers, it would 
never do, we should make no profit." The captain was at 
this time intoxicated. The sea continued rough, and the 
vessel made so little progress, that she remained three hours 
in sight of the floating light. The passengers became 
very ill, and all expressed great anxiety to turn back ; but 
the captain still refused. He was repeatedly asked to 
make signals, but declined. Soon after night-fall, ere she 
arrived off the Great Orm Head, the sea got very ' rough, 
and the wind right ahead, which made the vessel strain 
very much, and take in water through her beams and at the 
axles of the paddles so as to make it even then ankle deep 
in the engine room. The pumps were now set agoing, but 
were in a short time choked with the ashes from the engine, 
(fire which had mingled with the water,) and considerable 
time was lost in getting the pumps to work again. The 
captain was again requested to make signals of distress. 
Had he done so, it was the opinion of practical men, that 
all could have been saved. 

He would not, however make signals, neither would be 
hang out a light, and the result of his obstinacy was that 
the vessel quitted her course, and struck at twelve o'clock. 
The scene then was piteous in the extreme ; fifty persons 
were at once thrown into the sea, amidst the screams of 
the survivors, by the lurching of the vessel, long before she 
struck. The passengers looked upon themselves as lost, 
and parents and relations were to be seen taking leave of 
each other. 

When the vessel struck, the passengers rushed forward, 
but the captain ordered them aft, and on seeing him con- 
sult with the mate, a gentleman cried out, " It is all over 
with us, the captain and mate are preparing to leave the 
vesse ." At this moment, no doubt from accident, the 
captain fell or tumbled overboard, and was the first person 
drowned. He was intoxicated all the way. The vessel 
continued whole until one o'clock, when she broke, as it 
were, across, and the remainder of the passengers, with the 
exception of those saved, were hurried into the sea. Be- 
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foffe this direful event, the scene on deck was heart-rend 
log. The women and children collected in a knot togeth- 
er, and kept embracing each other, keeping up all the time 
the most dismal lamentations. When tired of crying, they 
lay against each other, with their heads reclined like inani- 
mate bodies ; but when the vessel went to pieces, at half 
past one, the shrieks of anguish and despair were terrific 
aad deafening. At this awful moment, a Mr. Nuttall was 
precipitated into the sea; he was encumbered with all his 
clothes, a great-coat, and in addition to these, a fine little 
boy took refuge on his back. He could not swim, and 
must have sunk, had not providence thrown a rope in his 
way. He seized it eagerly, and was guided to a part of 
the wreck that adhered to the uhoel of the eTigir>c. Here 
be found Mks. Whittaker, a boy, aiui six (tiiers. They 




Mrs, fVh'Uaker and Iter companions on a fragment of the wrecks 

% remained here in the presence of death until seven the 
next morn'ng. In the hope of attracting notice, they hung 
out Mrs* Whittaker's shawl, and this signal having been 
seen from land, the life boat came oflf and carried them 
from the wreck. Previous to her arrival, the tide had car- 
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^tod them out to sea, and they must' have Boom pnislmy 
had not assistance arrived. It was \om wate m p< mi t <ita 
ipessel struck. 

At midnight, by the testimony of the man at' the' wheels 
the vessel had got far enough to windward of the land 
called Dutchman's Bank, and abreast of thetower on PrvoM^ 
thome Island, when, owing to tlie temporary stoppage «l 
the engine, she lost way, at which time she was latwrkig 
heavrly and making much water. The steersman had tbe^ 
helm a-port when the vessel struck with her stem mpon the 
bank. The captain, who appears to hav^e been below wiieir 
the vessel.lost way, now came upon the poop, and ofdered! 
the steersman to starboard his helm, aHeging that heweiald 
ocherwise run her upon the causeway on the other side; 
This was done, and the vessel was consequently faroogfat' 
with her head to the bank. Immediately aftenmrdt> tto* 
engines were reversed, with the view of getting her into 
deeper water, but owing to the want of sufficient powei^ 
the attempt proved ineffectual. The jib was then imste^p 
but ill vain, and after repeatedly striking and dfaggiDg' 
al(insthc edge of the bank for about hatf«a' mile, she caane* 
broadside on the bank, about half past twelve, and there* 
renKiined, beyond the reach of hunrnn exertion to remar*^- 
her. A' mountainous sea kept breaking against: and ^oirer) 
her, wfiich frequently raised her in part from thebankv and- 
instintly nmdo the part so raised strike again with tremeiiM. 
dous violence on the sand. The moon had by this time. 
gone dd^n, the sky was overcast vvith^ heavy clouds ofver^ 
head, and 'beneath the pitchy waves appeared as if yawn^* 
ing for thfe prey which they were soon to engutph: 

Very soon after the vessel had got with her broadside to 
the bank, the after tackle of the chimney btoke loose, - bat^ 
was again secured by great' exertion. In a- few minuted^ 
it gave way ttgatn, and, with thfe -nexf* heavy> ^shock of the* 
sea, the chimney came dow*f, bringing with • tt this mahiH 
mast ; and both falling in a slanting direction^ a^hviaan th^ 
deck to the weather side^ What number of individnah^ 
were killed or thrown over by the shock-when the chinmof* 
and mast fell; is ilnknown; but sodn attwj (aboutr^tme' 
o*c!6ck,) ' ten t)r twelve' person^ ^ were * wastied^ofTt <fhe dacte 
iat(y thef deep. The rudder was nest unshipped*; tmd tkm 
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boat baving filled witb water, broke from the pwiter, and 
went adrift. Many persons stripped off their clothing in 
order to swim, and several threw themselves into the sea 
*with a form from the quarter-deck ; but all perished «peed* 
ily. The bulwarks on the weather side, behind which from 
twelve to twenty persons sought shelter, were next washed 
away, and all who clung to them buried in the deep^ 
Betwixt a quarter and a half past one, the weather paddle- 
box, on and about which betwixt thirty and forty persons- 
were placed, was carried off by a tremendous sea, in 
which every one of those individuals is believed to have 
perished. 

Before two o'clock, the vessel broke in the midships, and 
became a total wreck. The main deck burst up in every 
direction, and the quarter-deck or poop. There were at 
the moment, six men, a woman, and a boy upon the quar- 
ter-deck, which, after parting, was still held by some of the 
ship's tackle, until Mr. Jones, a Liverpool pilot, who was 
on board as a passenger, with great promptitude, cut the 
tackle with his knife, and then the quarter-deck floated 
clear of the wreck ; whereby his own life, and the lives of 
the other individuals upon it, were preserved. At the time 
the quarter-deck floated from the hull, there remained 
probably from thirty to fifty persons upon the wreck ; of 
whom some threw themselves into the water lashed to 
planks, others were washed overboard, about twelve clung 
to the falling mainmast, three ascended the foremast, which 
still retained its upright position, and two or three more 
clung to the lower part of it. Of all these, not above ten 
appear to have been saved. When the quarter-deck part- 
ed from the wreck, there were upon it six men, one 
woman, and a boy, and they shortly afterwards picked up 
another man, who was drifting past upon a plank. They. 
then commenced paddling with pieces of timber, and two 
men held up betwixt them a petticoat, as a substitute for a 
sail, in hopes of gaining the Carnarvonshire shore. Short- 
ly after day-break, they observed people upon the land, to 
whom they shouted ; but the distance was too far for their 
voices to be heard, and they continued to drift before the 
wind, .with the sea washing over them every minute, until 
half past seven in the morning, when they were jseen and 
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picked up by the Beaumaris life-boat, in a state of complete 
exhaustion. They had been first observed by Mr. W. 
Walker, while walking up Beaumaris-green, a little after 
day-break, and he hnmediately procured the boat and crew 
and went to their assistance. 

The €;0cape of Mr. Edward Jones, of Bangor, was truly 
miraculous. He could not swim ; but having found a small 
keg onboard, he fastened it with a piece of rope to his body, 
along with two others. Shortly afterwards the carriage 
was washed overboard, and he and his companions thrown 
with great violence into the water. The keg shifted from 
his breast, and got under his left arm, so that it was with 
great diificulty he could keep his head above water. The 
carriage was now floating past him, and he laid hold of one 
of the wheels with his right hand ; but the carriage soon 
sunk. At that moment he observed a. man, (Mr. Duck- 
worth of Bury,^ seated on a board, about the size of a 
room-door, within a few yards of him. Mr. Jones imme- 
diately relinquished his keg, and, although he had never 
before attempted to swim, made several resolute strokes, 
and succeeded in gaining the board, on one end of which 
be rested, and Mr. Duckworth on the other. Their mutual 
weight brought the board so much under water that it was 
with difficulty they could keep their heads up to breathe, 
and both were rapidly exhausting, when Mr. Duckworth 
contrived to undress himself, and quitted the board with 
the intention of swimming to the shore, and succeeded in 
the attempt. Mr. Jones got fairly upon the board, and 
put his feet through the hole in the centre, holding with 
his hands by the sides. In this posture he kept afloat until 
nearly eight o'clock, when he was picked up by Mr. Wil- 
liamson, in the schooner Campadora's boat, so close to the 
breakers off* the Great Orm's Head, that, had the boat 
been five minutes later, she could have rendered him no 
assistance. 

Mrs. Whittaker says, "When the vessel struck, I was 
on the quarter-deck with two boys, — ^my own, about six 
years and a half old, and my brother's about eight. The 
first thing I noticed was the water coming over the side of 
the vessel. ' I and the boys got hold of a rope, and the 
seat on which we had been sitting was wai^hed overboard. 
35 
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The mast then came down, and lay in such a position as 
to press me against the side of the vessel. The wind blew 
strongly, and the waves were very high ; one of the boys 
was washed overboard, bat I caught hold'of his clothes 
and pulled him back. In the intermediate time, betwixt 
the overflowing and receding of the waves, I observed 
that the passengers were fewer in number, that some of 
t!icm went with each wave, and I saw them, at a short dis- 
tance, struggling in the water. At length there came a 
heavier wave, which broke in the vessel's side, and swept 
both the boys and myself overboard, and I lost them and 
saw them no more. I got hold of a rope, and tried to get 
on deck again, but I could not ; the water drove me back, 
and at the same time washed Selim Lamb overboard. Be- 
fore this happened, some of the passengers had got upon 
a piece of the wreck ; it was part of the poop, with the 
wheel attached to it : Mr. Nuttall, one of our party from 
Bury, was amongst them ; he got hold of the hair of my 
head and pulled me to them. At this time I was almost 
naked. My garments had been torn from me one by one, 
and I had only my stays, and my under petticoat and shift 
left. I took off my petticoat, and two men stood upon the 
wreck, and held it in their hands as a sail. A gentleman, 
whose name I did not know, said, ' Don't take her petti- 
coat from her, poor thing;' but I preferred that they 
should have it. They then fastened a handkerchief to a 
long pole. At this time I caught hold of a gentleman, v 
and got him upon the float. His eyes were fixed, and 
he appeared to be in a dying state. Four of the passen- 
gers now began to row with pieces of the vessel, and the 
men who held the petticoat becoming tired, they fixed it to 
a piece of wood, and we remained floating in very rough 
water, until at length a boat came to our assistance, and 
took us to Beaumaris. The sailors behaved most kindly to 
me ; they stripped ofl* their jackets afid handkerchiefs, and 
wrapped me in them. We were taken up nearly at the foot 
of Penmaen Mawr, and conveyed to Beaumaris, where the 
utmost attention was bestowed upon us by the inhabitants. 
A number of ladies were most kind to me ; they found me 
every thing I stood in need of, and endeavored to console 
me for the loss they could not repair — ^that of my dear boy 
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THE AMERICAN, 

Samuel Standige^ Captain^ in a voyage to Rhode 
Island. 1749. 



On the 25th of September, 1749; the American having 
completed her cargo, which consisted of coals, grindstones, 
bale goods, and hemp, the captain receiyeJ his instructions 
from the owner to fall down the Humber the next tide, and 
to proceed with all possible expedition to the place of his 
destination. 

The wind now coming up fair, the next day we ran 
through Yarmouth Roads ; but as soon as we had got 
over the Stamford, anrl before we reached Orford Ness, it 
began to blow a strong gale from E.N.E., the sea ran ex- 
tremely high, and the night was very dark ; t now steered 
z, course for the Forelaml, intending to go into Dover Pier. 
The next day, however, being without the Goodwin Sands, 
and the wind blowing strong fron) the E.S.E. with thick, 
lainy weather, tiiere was no looking at the land with any 
' degree of safety ; so that I now steered a course right 
down the Channel, without ever once seeing land, and a 
strong gale continuing to blow hurried us in a very little 
time one handred leagues to the westward. During this 
whole run tlie ship was kept free, though the weather prov- 
ed very tempestuous, with one pump constantly working. 

Hence it happened that the whole voyage proved re- 
markably te tlous and turbulent, with frequent heavy gales : 
when web-id advanced between five and six leagues, we 
§X|^rienced for several days together uncommonly severe 
hMk northwesters ; the sea running extremely high, of^en 
bieakiag over t e ^h p w tli great violence. Every favorable 
chanj^e of wiiiJ,' howjvjr, which enabled us to pursue 
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cither a direct or obliqae course, we embraced with the 
utmost eagerness and alacrity. 

On the 24th of December we first struck 80un<lingSy in 
thirty-five fathoms, bottom a green ooze; being then, as I 
imagined in Block Island Channel, about ten leagues S.W. 
of Rhode Isfawd, as the ship was in that parallel of lati* 
tude. Stretching to the west in cold, hazy winter weath- 
er, about four hours after, a schooner was discovered bear- 
ing down upon us. On being hailed, I told the master of 
her, that we had been out fourteen weeks from England ; 
and that we had sounded thirty-five fathoms in Block 
Island Channel. • The master of the schooner then in- 
formed me, that he had been out only three days fi-om Bos- 
ton bound, as we were, for Rhode Island ; and that we were 
then in St. George's Channel, to the eastward of Nantucket 
Island. I replied, as I had before experienced these sound- 
ings, that I was sure we were in Block Island Channel. At 
tbsi reply, the master seemed a good deal piqued, and 
asked me if I, who had been out fourteen weeks from &ig- 
land, could pretend to know better than he did, who had 
been only three days from Boston. Soon after, in a heavy 
gale of virind, accompanied with a great &11 of snow, and 
an intense frost, we parted company. As the schooner's 
account differed at least forty leagues from our own reck- 
oning, I now consulted virith my mate, whether we should 
abide by our own reckoning, or adopt that of the schoon- 
er's. If the latter, standing to the westward would en- 
tangle us with Nantucket's shoals ; but on the other hand, 
if we should pursue our own, that course wouM keep us in 
safety under Long Island. At this time the wind was 
blowing strong from the N.E. ; the frost very severe, with 
frequent and heavy showers of snow. As the schooner 
had been so short a space of time out of port, her reckon- 
ing, unfortunately, was preferred to our own, and the ship's 
head laid to the eastward, with as much wind and sea as 
enabled us to carry a foresail, the lead going every half 
hour. Previous to this, however, I had given orders to 
have the cables bent dnd anchors clear, in readiness for 
letting go, should any danger threaten. With these every 
ship from the north of England is furnished, and ships 
from all places ought to be the same, to which they may 
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have recourse in the last extremity. Having steered upon 
this course for about eighteen or twenty hours, we gradual- 
ly shoaled our water, insomuch that at eight o'clock P. M. 
from thirty-five, we had decreased to nine and ten fathom. 
The night put on a terrible aspect, and proved surely as 
dismal a one for snow and ice, as men could be expos(^d 
to. I again consulted with the male, and we were unticr 
strong apprehensions, that if we wore, and stood upon any 
other course, we might run into unforeseen and fatul dan- 
gers ; for we now found tliat the master of the schooner 
had entirely misled us. 

AH hands were now called — theforehail hauled up. and 
banded with much difficulty ; the best bower anchor was 
let go, and all the cable veered out, so that tite ^hip rode 
with a whole cable before her nose. The hawse was now 
served, and aU made snug ; »nd then all hands turned to 
(he pumps, and the ship fretd. In this dreadfully tem- 
pestuous night, the whole crew divided into two watcbeff, 
relieved each other alternately, through the whole night, 
at the pumps, to prevent their freezing, as the frost was 
most intense. 

The ship rode it out much more comfortable than might 
have been expected ; considering her situation in the mid- 
dle of the Atlantic in the depth of winter, it being the 
night between the 29th and 30th of December. This 
night, however, appeared to me the longest I had ever ex- 
perienced. When the welcome morning at length arrived, 
the wind became somev hat KR^re moderate. At seven 
o'clock, it being then daylight, and a lucid interval be- 
tween showers of snow, 1 ordered a man to the mast-head 
who called out, '* Broken water to windward, and to the 
east or starboard bow.*' I immediately followed the man 
aloft, and there perceived the imminent danger we had 
been exposed to ; and frohi which we had been providen- 
tially saved. 

This broken water we soon found to be the great shoals 
of Nantucket Island'. On the 30th of December, weighed 
anchor, Nantucket IslqjAd bearing N. by W. set the fore- 
sail close, reefed the main-top-sail, the wind at N. by E« 
stretching W. N. W. course, at four o'clock, P. M. took 
ou/ departure from Martha's Vineyard, bearing N. N. E., 
distant one league. 
35*^ 
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At six o'clock A. M. close with the lighthouse on Point 
Judith, about ten miles only from Newport, which we were 
anxious to reach as soon as possible ; to accomplish which, 
we kept working the ship in the wind's eye, tack and tack ; 
but the gale still continuing to blow strong, with our utmost 
exertions we were unable to gain any ground. 

On the 31st, six o'clock P. M. handed the sails ; and 
finding a sandy bottom, let go the anchor in thirty-five 
&thom water ; and notwithstanding the weather continued 
excessively tempestuous, on a rocky and dangerous coast, 
open to the Atlantic ocean, yet the ship rode it out very 
comfortably. During the night we had a great fall of 
snow ; in the morning the weather became more moderate. 
After clearing the decks of snow and ice, we weighed 
anchor, and worked the ship safe into the harbor of New- 
port, in Rhode Island, to the no small amazement of our 
merchant, Mr. Joseph Harrison, and all the gentlemen of 
that place. 




■••♦^ 
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LIFE BOATS, LIFE PRESERVERS, 

AND 

Ea^dients for the Preservation of Mariners* 






Though man be a helpless and perishable creature wh^n 
removed from the element appropriated for his existence, 
he is not altogether unprovided l>y nature with powers for 
contributing towards his own safety. Strong, nervous, and 
resolute, he may long contend with danger; and notwith- 
standing the preponderance of untoward circumstances 
may often effect his destruction, be is placed in many sit- 
uations where exertions may be successfully used (or sel^ 
preservation. '^ 

In the iirst phuse, every one liable to the casualties of 
the sea, ought to acquire the art of swimming. This is 
not difficult of attainment, and among the South Sea 
Islanders, water is an element as familiar as the air. The 
human body is in itself, somewhat lighter than the same 
bulk of water ; and we can float conveniently for a con- 
siderable length of time, if we are possessed of sufficient 
sell-confidence, and some art in balancing the body. Not 
always long enough, it must be admitted, for complete pro- 
tection against the disasters which happen on the ocean, or 
even on rivers or canals, on all of which such multitudes 
are scattered by the industrious and adventurous spirit of 
the age. 

Nor, in cases of shipwreck, does the casual additional 
support of a mast, an oar, or a plank, always suffice to 
lend that buoyancy, on account of this unsteadiness, which 
the perils of the deep often demand. More fixed appen- 
dages, of various descriptions, have at different periikls 
been introduced to the notice of the public, under the ap- 
pellation of life preservers ; and boats upon a similar prin- 
ciple under the name of life boats, have been constructed,, 
so as to be secured against, even when filled with water, 
and in the most tempestuous weather for the purpose of 
rescuing fix>m destruction those who are ready to perish. 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



418 UVE BOATS AND UFK FBS8ERTEB8. 

The mott simple Life Prescbv^bb, ib a small square open 
wooden ftaihe, Qsed by the Chinette', ahd other oriental 
nations, and so common that few vessels venture to sea 




without several, of them. The frame is formed of four 
pieces of bamboo with prcneetsng ends, united together by 
eords or joinleni into a hollow square, which is drawn up 
from the feet to below the arms. There it remains secure 
from its own buoyancy pressing upwards, and it supports 
the head and. shoulders above water. Another simfJe ex- 
pedient is the cork jacket. Its structure is of great sim- 
plicity, consisting merely of a canvass jacket with a num- 
ber of pieces of oolrk sewed within or mstened to it. The 
buoyancy of these supports the human body floating on 
the waveS) while their thickness afibrds a defence ag^diuk 
the rocks whereon a turbulent sea may dash the sufferer. 
But the buoyancy of cork has given way to the superior 
buoyancy of air^ and jackets distended with this- very Ught 

fluid, or attached yes- 

^^^^^ ^^^ sels of ^her forms filled 

^^^^^^ ^^1^^^ with it have been occa- 

V^ ^^ ^^^^^k sionlsJIy adopted. The 

^L^^^P ^K ^1 simplicity and conveni- 

^^M^^ ^^yi^^r ^'''^ ^^ ^^^ preser- 
^^^^ ^B^^ ver invented by Schof- 

fer must at once be 
Fig. 1. Fig. 2. p^iceived* It consists of 

a hollow eyliinder, form- 
ed without a s^am, and perfettly air tight, bent when 
distended with air asfd ready for use, as in figilire 2 ; or it 
is whai may be termed a cyKndrieal ring, ako without the 
break which Spears in tke fiMiner^ represented in figure 1 1 
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of this ring the external diameter is generaHy (^bbut 8^4h^ 
imdauss^ the internal diameter abcwt l^ and the diaiBet^mr ^of 
the part containing the air about 6 1-^2, the dimenmns 
varying of course, by being specially adapted to the si^e 0f 
the person by whom it is designed to be employed. -Sy 
its form, it is well fitted for the place which it occopieB, 
being situated beneath the arms ; it does not press painfol-^ 
ly upon the chest, and the suspension or support b^g 
placed so high, enables the lower part of the body and 
extremities, to act as a pendulum, in keeping the wearer 
vertical or restoring him to that position, if thrown aside 
by the force of the waves. The two holes are in one rmg. 
the only openings, and receive a stop-cock to which an ivory 
pipe is fixed. Throagh this pipe the air is injected by this 
mouth, and retained by the stop cock, the a<lju8tment astd 
infiation only occupying the short space of one nmute : 
when unexpanded, it folds up into a very smaN compasB, 
no as to be ^conveyed in the pocket-: and is also very port- 
able, its weight being about a pound. T|iey are made 
of cloth and leather made air tiffht,^bt9t indiatabber is the 
beat article to make them of. Mattmaes ilUed ^ith corfc 
shavings have been recommended as a necessary precadtim 
in cases of shipwreck, as they can be strapf>ed on ^ 
persons. 

Less attention, however, seems to have ^been excited 4)y 
these and analogous expedients, than to the construction of 
vessels, which should either be oapabie of resisting ^fhe 
efibcts of a stormy sea, or adapted to brmg the orew of^-a 
stranded mesael to a level shore. Even the rodest safvages 
have constructed boats better cidetflated ^r ^e safety 'ot 
mariners than those which are by far the motftpart, enaif^tbjnoil 
by civilized natioiis acquainted With ail the iliedhaniKMal'ilrtB. 
The canoes of the South Sea iskmders, for <&xam(>ie, are 
provided with wooden frames, by us called oKt-^riggm, 
extending ibomeaoh side tetiiieen the prow «nd the slenii 
which {preserve their equilibriuman the sea. ^Tdeugh Aiesci 
"Bessels, being long and -mmrow, are incapable df t^sfBtfaig 
the'sodckn iwAu^noe of the wind, and wodld Mei^lno Htf 
alarming degree, the dipping of the out-rigger et^mitei^bci^ 
aaoes the : ptdssviret, ;iiiid< itefflofes ' '4he ^«aii<$9 lo lis 'pt^^r 
pdiitionw BoalB 'of a oonatruc^oii \i»idelf dtflbiiiiit, 4m 
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eooally adapted for preserratioD, are used by the savage 
inhabitants of the northern r^ons. The Greenlanders, 
with ribs of whalebone, form a kind of frame, which is 
covered with the skins of animab stitched together with 
sinews, instead of planks, for a boat. A deck is made 
also of skins, wherein there is a single round hole to admit 
the body of the savage occupying it. The hole is carefully 
stuffed, or the edges drawn up around him, and here he 
sits with a paddle to guide his course, while his slight em- 
barkation excludes the water, and from the buoyancy of 
its materials, is securely borne over the loftiest wave. 

The real origin of the life boat is probably unknown. 
It is extremely probable that the earlier navigators were 
not unacquainted with boats somewhat resembling certain 
parts of the structure of those which are now most ap- 
proved. The curved keel, the application of cork, or con- 
fined air, and boats fiishioned so as to row either way, are 
not entirely new inventions; and the construction of a 
boat peculiarlv adapted to keep the sea has been longer a 
desideratum man is ffenerelly supposed. A life boat in- 
vented by Mr. Greathead, has obtained ^at and deserved 
celebrity. Its invention originated from a deplorable ca- 
tastrophe which happened near Tynemouth, England, in 
1789. A vessel struck on the Herd Sands during a storm, 
when owing to the imminent danger, it proved impossible 
to relieve them from the shore ; and the unfortunate crew 
dropped one after another into the sea, in sight of numer- 
ous spectators. Deeply affected by their fate, the princi- 
Eal inhabitants offered a premium for the invention of a 
fe boat. Mr. Henry Greathead, had remarked that if a 
spheroid be divided into quarters these will float on the 
curvature ; that they cannot be overset or sunk, and will 
be safely borne over broken water. He thence conceived 
that a boat, of a figure somewhat analogous, would possess 
the same properties, and be profitably employed in the de- 
liverance of the fekipwrecked persons. The first attempt 
to'render it servicecdMe was successful in 1790. And it has 
since contributed to the [preservation of thousands of val- 
adble lives. 

Though more generally recommended to be thirty feet 
Vmgf ten broad, and three feet four inches deep in the 
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centre, the size must be considered arbitrary, and unques- 
tionably it is not that on which its properties depend. The 
keel i» a curving beam of great convexity downwards ; fore 
and aft the boat is flat below, and the stem and stern rake 
towards each other. It is probably on this figure, that any 
properties possessed by the boats depends, and from the 
complete buoyancy obtained by the sides being cased with 
seven hundred pounds of cork, four inches thick, proceed- 
ing sixteen inches down from the gunwale. The oars are 
short, and adapted in an iron thole, with a grammet, which 
enables the rowers, on facing round to row either way ; and 
steering is accomplished by an oar at each end. The 
peculiar figure of this boat is conceived to be well adapted 
tor a stormy sea; the cork on the sides affords perfect 
security against its being immerged, and also proves a 
mutual defence on approaching the vessel which is to be 
relieved, or in landing the crew on a rocky shore. A 
clergyman of the Orkney Islands, named Bremner, pro- 
posed a method of fitting up any boat so as to be a preser- 
vative in time of danger. This plan is extremely simple. 
One common empty cask is to be secured by lashings with- 
in the bow of the boat, and others within the stern in the 
same manner, besides which, vacant spaces close to their 
place are to be filled up with bags or bundles of cork. A 
horizontal bar of iron or lead is also to be attached to the 
keel within the boat. If a boat be purposely prepared, 
ring-bolts are to be fixed to the keel, through which the 
ropes are passed within, and through augur holes bored in 
the keel without ; and if the casks be purposely prepared 
likewise, they have slings with two eyes on each end, the 

great object being to retain them exactly in their places, 
ut if there are no ring-bolts, the inventor of this method 
advises that holes be immediately bored in the sides, or the 
bottom of the boat to pass through the ropes securing the 
casks, because no danger will be produced, as the buoyancy 
immediately begins to be exhibited on the water reaching 
the casks. The boat is always supposed to be full of 
water, and to float by means of the united levity of the 
casks and cork contained in it ; therefore, though people 
sitting in midships, be in the water, they will not increase 
the weight, or sink her deeper, but the reverse. One great 
36 
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recommendatioii of this plan, is the facility with which it 
may be adopted ; for there are scarce any ships unprovided 
with empty casks, and means may always be found to 
secure them in the boat, when extreme necessity shall in* 
duce the crew thus to trust themselyes to the waves. 
We have given an engraving of a boat fitted up for a life 
boat on the principle invented by Mr. Bray by means of 
air boxes secured, under the thwarts. Its simpKcity is 
conspicuous in the circumstance of its being applicable to 
all boats without the introduction of any incumbrance or 
inconvenient fitting up, and its extensive utility appears to 
be sufficiently evident from its being applicable to all boats 
of whatever form or dimensions ; and by its affording the 
opportunity of bringing into operation, without any attend- 
ant inconvenience, a very great body of confined air, the 
superior buoyancy of which is well known, one cubic foot 
of air being capable of supporting 50 lbs. 




Mr. BraTfs Life Boat, 



Capt. G. W. Manly, invented the following plan for 
the preservation of shipwrecked seamen, -which has been 
attended with signal success on the coast of Great Britain, 
where it has been adopted. Instructions. After the means 
of communication have been effected between a stranded 
vessel affd the shore, by a rope attached to a shot projected 
from a mortar, it is often found a matter of great difficulty 
to mate the persons on board understand how they are to 
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lict, and many lives have been lost through this cause 
alone. In order to remedy this evil, and to render this 
system of relief mutually and immediately understood, the 
following instructions are submitted : — 

Directions to persons on board Vessels stranded on a Lee- 
Shore. It is your duty, as well, no doubt, as your inclina- 
tion, to use every honorable and manly endeavor to save the 
vessel and cargo committed to your care, and to satisfy 
yourself that these have failed before it is a justifiable 
resource to run the ship on shore, for the preservation of 
your own lives. On the determination being made to run 
for the beach, every exertion should be made to keep your 
vessel off the shore till h^h water, and then if canvass 
is or can be set, steer your vessel stem on, with as much 
force as possible, making signals of distress to attract the 
notice of the people on shore, who will collect at the point 
most favorable for the purpose, and prepare to assist you; 
endeavor to run for tfie spot where they are collected. 
Shipmasters, on these occasions must enforce their authority 
more than ever, and seamen must be more than usually 
obedient, as the safety of all on board will frequently de- 
pend on this. Whether a vessel is thus run on shore, or is 




stranded, without any chance of time or place, the follow- 
ing directions will equally apply, 'and must be minutely 
observed and practised : — Collect in some safe part of the 
vessel, ready to apply as occasion may require, all your 
small lines and ropes, buoys, pieces of cork, or small kegs, 
(such as seamen keep spirits in,) snatch, tail, and other 
blocks, with a warp or hawser clear, axes, knives, <&c. ; all 
these may be of great use. Attend to Uie people on shore, 
and observe if they have a boat, or are getting one to the 
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spot, as their first object would be to launch it to you, and 
to throw a line on board to you, to haul her off with ; in 
that case they will make signal No. 1. The signals, illus- 
trated by representations and their distinct meanings, will be 
hereafter described. On receiving the line, you will secure 
the end to such part of the vessel as may best draw the 
boat into a safe lee. If the people on shore, after you have 
received the line, make signal No. 2, you will bend the 
warp or hawser to the line, and they will draw it on shore, 
fearing to trust the boat to the small line. When the bend 
b made, and you are ready, make your signal No. 1. (which 
will be hereafter described, expressing yes.) If, when you 
have got the line, the people on shore find you have not a 
warp ready, and wish you to haul on board by it a stouter 
rope to haul the boat off with, they will make signal No. 3, 
to haul away, for you to receive a stout rope ; secure it as 
before directed, and make your signal number one, which 
is also to denote you are ready , or their direction is com- 
plied with. 

Remark. A boat, when it can bet applied, is the prompt- 
est method of bringing a crew on shore. Upwards of 
twenty crews have been saved by them. 

If, when you have received the line, and observe there iB 
no boat at hand, and the signal on shore (No. 3) is made, 
you will haul in, and receive by it the end of a stout rope, 
and a tail-block rove with a small line, both ends of which 
are kept on shore ; make the stout rope and the tail of the 
block well fast round your mast, higher or lower, as circum- 
stances may require, and the tail-block close bali^w the large 
rope. On your making signal No. 1, demo^g to bafB 
complied with the directions of having carefiiUy secarad 
the stout rope and tail-block, the people on shore will haul 
taut the stout rope, and place on it a snatch-block, (with 
a sling hanging to it large enough to hold a man ;) and 
making the ends of the small line fast to the lower part of 

the snatch-block, they will 
work it to the ship, when 
on a man getting into the 
sling, he will, by pulling 
down the slide or button, i^ecure himself by the waist to 
the upper part of the sling, prevent the possibility of falling 
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out ; and on seeing the clasp* of the block forelod^edi 

make signal No. 1, that 

all is ready, the people 

on shore will haul the 

man to the land, and in 

the same manner will 

trayel the snatch-block 

back, until every person 

is got from the wreck, as 

here represented. Remark. Crews have thus been brought 

in safety from distances exceeding 240 yards from the 

shore, and also from wrecks to the top of a cliff. 

If the vessel stranded have women, children, sick or 
infirm persons on 
board, who could 
not go aloft, instead 
of a snatch-block 
and sling, a cot, 
with lashings, to 
prevent persons be- 
ing washed out may 
be worked in the manner just described. 

If the stranded vessel is driven among the rocks, and the 
persons in danger of being killed, or severely wounded 
fi*om the surf dashing them with force against the rocky 
beach, a hammock, stuf-. 
fed with cork parings or^ 
shavings, as here rep-" 
resented, would protect 
them from injury. 

If the people on shore have only t)ie means of projecting 
a line for your preservation, they will make signal No 4, for 
you to secure it, and draw on board so mu(^ as will fully 
reach from the vessel to the shore, to ensure a con- 
tinued communication ; with it make a clove hitch, which 
is to be put over the shoulders and arms of those to be 
brought on shore, and draw it tight in the manner here 





* This remark ia necessary, from the omission of the clasp being here 
represented, that should cross the mouth of the block. 

36* 
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